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anniversary date of its declaration, the Presi-
dent publishes in the Federal Register and
transmits to the Congress a notice stating that
the emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with this
provision, I have sent to the Federal Register
for publication the enclosed notice stating that
the national emergency with respect to Iran
that was declared in Executive Order 12170 of
November 14, 1979, is to continue in effect be-
yond November 14, 2012.

Our relations with Iran have not yet re-
turned to normal, and the process of imple-
menting the agreements with Iran, dated Janu-

The President’'s Weekly Address
November 10, 2012

Hi, everybody. On Tuesday, America went to
the polls, and the message you sent was clear:
You voted for action, not politics as usual. You
elected us to focus on your jobs, not ours.

That’s why T've invited leaders of both par-
ties to the White House next week so we can
start to build consensus around challenges we
can only solve together. I also intend to bring
in business, labor, and civic leaders from
around the country—{rom outside Washing-
ton—to get their ideas and input as well.

At a time when our economy is still recover-
ing from the great recession, our top priority has
to be jobs and growth. That’s the focus of the
plan I talked about throughout the campaign.
It’s a plan to reward businesses that create jobs
here in America and give people access to the
education and training that those businesses are
looking for. It’s a plan to rebuild our infrastruc-
ture and keep us on the cutting edge of innova-
tion and clean energy. And it’s a plan to reduce
our deficit in a balanced and responsible way.

This is even more important because at the
end of this year, we face a series of deadlines
that require us to make major decisions about
how to pay down our deficit, decisions that will
have a huge impact on the economy and the
middle class not only now, but in the future.

Last year, I worked with Democrats and Re-
publicans to cut a trillion dollars’ worth of
spending, and I intend to work with both par-
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ary 19, 1981, is still under way. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency declared on
November 14, 1979, with respect to Iran, be-
yond November 14, 2012.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

ties to do more. But as I said over and over
again on the campaign trail, we can’t just cut
our way to prosperity. If we're serious about
reducing the deficit, we have to combine
spending cuts with revenue, and that means
asking the wealthiest Americans to pay a little
more in taxes. That's how we did it when Bill
Clinton was President, and that’s the only way
we can afford to invest in education and job
training and manufacturing, all the ingredients
of a strong middle class and a strong economy.

Already, I've put forward a detailed plan
that allows us to make these investments while
reducing our deficit by $4 trillion over the next
decade. Now, I'm open to compromise and
new ideas. But I refuse to accept any approach
that isn’t balanced. I will not ask students or se-
niors or middle class families to pay down the
entire deficit while people making over
$250,000 a year aren’t asked to pay a dime
more in taxes. This was a central question in
the election. And on Tuesday, we found out
that the majority of Americans agree with my
approach: Democrats, Independents, and
some Republicans.

Now we need a majority in Congress to lis-
ten, and they should start by making sure taxes
don’t go up on the 98 percent of Americans
making under $250,000 a year starting January
1. This is something we all agree on: that taxes
on middle class families should not go up. Con-



gress should permanently extend the middle
class tax cuts right now, even as we negotiate a
broader deficit reduction package. It's a step
that would give millions of families and 97 per-
cent of small businesses the peace of mind that
will lead to new jobs and faster growth. There’s
no reason to wait.

We know there will be differences and dis-
agreements in the months to come. That’s part
of what makes our political system work. But
on Tuesday, you said loud and clear that you
won't tolerate dysfunction or politicians who
see compromise as a dirty word. Not when so
many of your families are still struggling.
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Instead, you want cooperation. You want ac-
tion. That’s what I plan to deliver in my second
term, and I expect to find leaders from both
parties willing to join me.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1:20 p.m. on November 9 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
November 10. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
November 9, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on November 10.

Remarks at a Veterans Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia

November 11, 2012

Thank you so much. Please, everybody, be
seated. Good morning, everyone.

Thank you, Secretary Shinseki, for a lifetime
of service to our Nation and for being such a
tireless advocate on behalf of America’s veter-
ans, including your fellow Vietnam veterans.

To Rick Delaney; to Vice President Biden;
to Admiral Winnefeld; Major General Linning-
ton; our outstanding veteran service organiza—
tions; our men and women in uniform—Ac-
tive, Guard, and Reserve; and most of all, to
the proud veterans and family members join-
ing us in this sacred place: It is truly a privilege
and an honor to be with all of you here today.

Each year, on the 11th day of the 11th
month, we pause—as a nation and as a peo-
ple—to pay tribute to you, to thank you, to
honor you: the heroes, over the generations,
who have served this country of ours with dis-
tinction.

And moments ago, I laid a wreath to re-
member every servicemember who has ever
worn our Nation’s uniform. And this day, first
and foremost, belongs to them and their loved
ones: to the father and mother, the husband
and wife, the brother and sister, the comrade
and the friend who, when we leave here today,
will continue to walk these quiet hills and kneel
before the final resting place of those they
cherished most.

On behalf of the American people, I say to
you that the memory of your loved one carries
on not just in your hearts, but in ours as well.
And T assure you that their sacrifice will never
be forgotten.

For it is in that sacrifice that we see the en-
during spirit of America. Since even before our
founding, we have been blessed with an unbro-
ken chain of patriots who have always come
forward to serve. Whenever America has come
under attack, you've risen to her defense.
Whenever our freedoms have come under as-
sault, you've responded with resolve. Time and
again, at home and abroad, you and your fami-
lies have sacrificed to protect that powerful
promise that all of us hold so dear: life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.

Today a proud Nation expresses our grati-
tude. But we do so mindful that no ceremony
or parade, no hug or handshake, is enough to
truly honor that service. For that, we must do
more. For that, we must commit—this day and
every day—to serving you as well as you've
served us.

When I spoke here 3 years ago, I spoke
about today’s generation of servicemembers:
this 9/11 generation who stepped forward after
the towers fell and, in the years since, have
stepped into history, writing one of the great-
est chapters of military service our country has
ever known.
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