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Statement on the Resignation of David H. Petraeus as Director of Central

Intelligence
November 9, 2012

David Petraeus has provided extraordinary
service to the United States for decades. By any
measure, he was one of the outstanding general
officers of his generation, helping our military
adapt to new challenges and leading our men
and women in uniform through a remarkable
period of service in Iraq and Afghanistan,
where he helped our Nation put those wars on
a path to a responsible end. As Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency, he has continued
to serve with characteristic intellectual rigor,
dedication, and patriotism. By any measure,
through his lifetime of service, David Petraeus
has made our country safer and stronger.

Today I accepted his resignation as Director
of the Central Intelligence Agency. I am com-
pletely confident that the CIA will continue to
thrive and carry out its essential mission, and I
have the utmost confidence in Acting Director
Michael Morell and the men and women of the
CIA, who work every day to keep our Nation
safe.

Going forward, my thoughts and prayers are
with Dave and Holly Petraeus, who has done
so much to help military families through her
own work. I wish them the very best at this dif-
ficult time.

Memorandum on an Emergency Leave Transfer Program for Federal Em-
ployees Adversely Affected by Hurricane Sandy

November 9, 2012

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive De-
partments and Agencies

Subject: Emergency Leave Transfer Program
for Federal Employees Adversely Affected by
Hurricane Sandy

I am deeply saddened by the devastating
losses caused by Hurricane Sandy and its after-
math. The Federal Government has mobilized
to respond to this major disaster, and many
Federal employees are dealing with over-
whelming personal losses.

To further assist Federal employees and
their family members adversely affected by
Hurricane Sandy, I hereby direct the Office

of Personnel Management (OPM) to establish
an emergency leave transfer program, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 6391. The program will permit
employees in the executive and judicial
branches, or an agency leave bank established
under 5 U.S.C. 6363, to donate unused annu-
al leave for transfer to employees of the same
or other agencies (or the judicial branch) who
were adversely affected by Hurricane Sandy
and who need additional time off for recov-
ery. I further direct OPM to provide addition-
al guidance to agencies on the program’s ad-
ministration.

BARACK OBAMA

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency

With Respect to Iran
November 9, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within the 90-day period prior to the
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anniversary date of its declaration, the Presi-
dent publishes in the Federal Register and
transmits to the Congress a notice stating that
the emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with this
provision, I have sent to the Federal Register
for publication the enclosed notice stating that
the national emergency with respect to Iran
that was declared in Executive Order 12170 of
November 14, 1979, is to continue in effect be-
yond November 14, 2012.

Our relations with Iran have not yet re-
turned to normal, and the process of imple-
menting the agreements with Iran, dated Janu-

The President’'s Weekly Address
November 10, 2012

Hi, everybody. On Tuesday, America went to
the polls, and the message you sent was clear:
You voted for action, not politics as usual. You
elected us to focus on your jobs, not ours.

That’s why T've invited leaders of both par-
ties to the White House next week so we can
start to build consensus around challenges we
can only solve together. I also intend to bring
in business, labor, and civic leaders from
around the country—{rom outside Washing-
ton—to get their ideas and input as well.

At a time when our economy is still recover-
ing from the great recession, our top priority has
to be jobs and growth. That’s the focus of the
plan I talked about throughout the campaign.
It’s a plan to reward businesses that create jobs
here in America and give people access to the
education and training that those businesses are
looking for. It’s a plan to rebuild our infrastruc-
ture and keep us on the cutting edge of innova-
tion and clean energy. And it’s a plan to reduce
our deficit in a balanced and responsible way.

This is even more important because at the
end of this year, we face a series of deadlines
that require us to make major decisions about
how to pay down our deficit, decisions that will
have a huge impact on the economy and the
middle class not only now, but in the future.

Last year, I worked with Democrats and Re-
publicans to cut a trillion dollars’ worth of
spending, and I intend to work with both par-
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ary 19, 1981, is still under way. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency declared on
November 14, 1979, with respect to Iran, be-
yond November 14, 2012.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

ties to do more. But as I said over and over
again on the campaign trail, we can’t just cut
our way to prosperity. If we're serious about
reducing the deficit, we have to combine
spending cuts with revenue, and that means
asking the wealthiest Americans to pay a little
more in taxes. That's how we did it when Bill
Clinton was President, and that’s the only way
we can afford to invest in education and job
training and manufacturing, all the ingredients
of a strong middle class and a strong economy.

Already, I've put forward a detailed plan
that allows us to make these investments while
reducing our deficit by $4 trillion over the next
decade. Now, I'm open to compromise and
new ideas. But I refuse to accept any approach
that isn’t balanced. I will not ask students or se-
niors or middle class families to pay down the
entire deficit while people making over
$250,000 a year aren’t asked to pay a dime
more in taxes. This was a central question in
the election. And on Tuesday, we found out
that the majority of Americans agree with my
approach: Democrats, Independents, and
some Republicans.

Now we need a majority in Congress to lis-
ten, and they should start by making sure taxes
don’t go up on the 98 percent of Americans
making under $250,000 a year starting January
1. This is something we all agree on: that taxes
on middle class families should not go up. Con-
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