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tary of Energy to transfer ULSD from the Re-
serve to the Department of Defense for use in
emergency operations and support to the re-
gion affected by Hurricane Sandy. If the Sec-
retary of Energy determines the circumstanc-
es leading to this memorandum no longer
support continuation of the transfer, he is au-
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This weekend, millions of our fellow Ameri-
cans are still picking up the pieces from one of
the worst storms in our history.

I toured New Jersey on Wednesday with
Governor Christie and witnessed some of the
terrible devastation first hand. It’s heartbreak-
ing. Families have lost loved ones. Entire com-
munities have been wiped away. Even some of
the first-responders, who repeatedly put them-
selves in harm’s way to bravely save the lives of
others, have suffered losses of their own.

Today I ask everyone to keep them in your
prayers. And as President, I promise them this:
Your country will be there for you for as long as
it takes to recover and rebuild.

Throughout the week, I've been in constant
contact with Governors and mayors in the af-
fected areas, who are doing an excellent job in
extraordinarily difficult circumstances. And we
owe the first-responders and National Guards-
men who have been working around the clock
our deepest gratitude.

Our number-one concern has been making
sure the affected States and communities have
everything they need to respond to and recover
from this storm.

From the earliest hours, I ordered that re-
sources be made available to States in the path
of the storm as soon as they needed them. And I
instructed my team not to let redtape and bu-
reaucracy get in the way of solving problems, es-
pecially when it came to making sure local utili-
ties could restore power as quickly as possible.

Before the storm hit, FEMA prestaged
emergency response teams from North Caroli-
na to Maine and deployed resources like food,
water, and generators up and down the coast.
As the storm passed, thousands of FEMA per-
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thorized to cancel that action in whole or in
part.
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NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this memorandum.

sonnel were on the ground responding to those
in need. And by midweek, the Department of
Defense was ready to fly in cargo planes that
could be loaded with trucks and equipment to
help local power companies get up and run-
ning faster.

But recovery will still be a long, hard road
for many communities. There’s a lot of work
ahead.

If you've been directly impacted by this storm
and need temporary assistance getting back on
your feet, you can call 1-800-621-FEMA,
1-800-621-FEMA, or apply at disasterassis-
tance.gov. If you know folks who are still without
power, please spread the word and let them
know.

And if you don't live in an affected area and
want to help, supporting the Red Cross is the
best and fastest way.

This week, we have been humbled by na-
ture’s destructive power. But we’ve been in-
spired as well. For when the storm was darkest,
the heroism of our fellow citizens shone bright-
est: the nurses and doctors at NYU Medical
Center who evacuated fragile newborns, carry-
ing some down several flights of stairs; the fire-
fighters in Queens who battled an inferno from
flooded streets and rescued people from an
apartment building by boat; the Coast Guard
crews from North Carolina who saved a sinking
ship in stormy seas and their rescue swimmer
who, when he reached those in need, said, “I'm
Dan, and I hear you guys need a ride.”

That’s who we are. We're Americans, and
when times are tough, we're tougher. We put
others first. We go that extra mile. We open
our hearts and our homes to one another, as
one American family. We recover, we rebuild,
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we come back stronger, and together, we will
do that once more.
Thanks. God bless you, and God bless

America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 7 p.m. on October 31 in the Map Room

at the White House for broadcast on Novem-
ber 3. In the address, the President referred to
PO Daniel Todd, USCG, rescue swimmer.
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 2, but
was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on No-
vember 3.
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Well, listen, I just completed not only a
meeting with our team here at FEMA and all
of our Cabinet officers who are involved in the
recovery process along the East Coast, but we
also had a conference call with the Governors
of Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey, as
well as many of the municipalities who have
been directly affected by this crisis and this
tragedy.

We still have a long way to go to make sure
that the people of New Jersey, Connecticut,
New York, and some of the surrounding areas
get their basic needs taken care of and that we
start moving back to normalcy.

A couple of things that we’ve emphasized:
Number one, that it is critical for us to get
power back on as quickly as possible. And just
to give people an example of the kind of work
we're doing, the military, DOD, thanks to the
work of Leon and others, have been able to get
military transport facilities to move cherry
pickers and personnel from as far away as Cali-
fornia to get that equipment into the area so
that we can start getting some of the power
back on as quickly as possible. It is a painstak-
ing process, but we’re making progress.

Number two, we're getting assets in to
pump as much water out as possible. Lower
Manhattan obviously is a particularly acute ex-
ample, but there are problems with flooding
that are affecting substations throughout the
region. That’s going to continue to be a top pri-
ority.

Number three, making sure that people’s
basic needs are taken care of. As we start see-
ing the weather get a little bit colder, people
can’t be without power for long periods of
time, without heat for long periods of time.
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And so what we’re doing is starting to shift to
identify where we can have temporary housing
outside of shelters so people can get some
sense of normalcy. They can have a hot meal;
they can have the capacity to take care of their
families as their homes are being dealt with.

Number four, debris removal, still important.
Number five, making sure that the National
Guard and other Federal assets are in place to
help with getting the transportation systems
back up and running, that’s going to be critical.

What I told the Governors and the mayors is
what I've been saying to my team from the
start of this event, and that is, we don’t have
any patience for bureaucracy, we don’t have
any patience for redtape, and we want to make
sure that we are figuring out a way to get to
yes, as opposed to no, when it comes to these
problems.

The other thing I emphasize, though, is that
it is much easier for us to respond if we know
what these problems are out in these areas, so
if everybody can help publicize the number
800-621-FEMA, 800-621-FEMA, then indi-
viduals can register with FEMA and immedi-
ately get the assistance that they need.

And so the more that folks in New Jersey,
New York, and Connecticut understand that
there are a lot of resources available for them,
not just with respect to housing, but also with
respect to childcare, medicine, a whole range
of support, then we want to make sure that
they contact us as soon as possible if they’re in
distress, because help is available.

Let me just close by saying this: Obviously,
we’ve now seen that after the initial search and
rescue, the recovery process is difficult, and it’s
painful. But the Governors at the local level—
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