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Remarks to an Overflow Crowd at a Campaign Rally in Springfield, Ohio
November 2, 2012

Hello, Wildcats! How’s everybody doing to-
day? You doing good?

Well, listen, I’m not going to give a long
speech here. I just wanted to come by and say
it’s great to see all of you. And as I’m looking
around, there are a lot of you who are too
young to vote, but you’re not too young to
make sure your parents vote. You’re not too
young to tell your uncles and aunties and
grandpas and grandmas to vote, because this is

a big election. And if we win Ohio, we’re going
to win this election.

So I just want to say thank you to all of you.
And I’m going to come shake some hands, all
right. It’s great to see you guys. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:11 p.m. at
Springfield High School. Audio was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Springfield
November 2, 2012

The President. Hello, Ohio! Thank you.
How’s it going, Wildcats? There really are
some wildcats in here. You’re fired up! Are you
fired up? Are you fired up? Fired up?

Can everybody please give Alicia a big round
of applause for the great introduction? It is great
to see all of you! For the past few days——

Audience member. I love you!
The President. I love you back. I do. [Ap-

plause] I do.
For the past few days, all of us have been fo-

cused on one of the worst storms in our life-
time. And everybody in Ohio obviously has
been watching the images on TV. We are so
saddened by those who lost their lives. We can
only imagine what their families are going
through, and our thoughts and prayers are with
them.

I had a call this morning with my emergency
teams, and one of the things that I’ve empha-
sized to everybody on the East Coast: People
all around the country want to send a message,
and that is, we will stand with folks in New
York and New Jersey and Connecticut every
step of the way until they have fully recovered.
That’s a commitment we’re making to them.

When I make those commitments, I don’t
make those commitments just as President. I
make those commitments on behalf of the
American people. And what’s interesting is,
during these kinds of crises, these disasters, as

tough as it is and as sad as it is, we’re also in-
spired, because we see heroes running into
buildings and wading through water to save
their fellow citizens. We see neighbors helping
neighbors cope with tragedy. We see leaders of
different political parties working to fix what’s
broken, not to score political points. We see a
spirit that says no matter how bad a storm is,
no matter how tough times are, we’re going to
make it because we’re all in this together. We
rise or fall as one Nation and as one people.

And that spirit, Ohio, has guided this coun-
try along its improbable journey for more than
two centuries. And it’s also guided us and car-
ried us through the trials and tribulations of
the last 4 years.

In 2008, we were in the middle of two wars
and the worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression. Today, our businesses have creat-
ed nearly 5½ million new jobs, and this morn-
ing we learned that companies hired more
workers in October than at any time in the last
8 months.

The American auto industry is back on top.
Home values, housing starts are on the rise.
We’re less dependent on foreign oil than any
time in the last 20 years. Because of the service
and sacrifice of our brave men and women in
uniform, the war in Iraq is over, the war in Af-
ghanistan is ending, Al Qaida has been deci-
mated, Usama bin Laden is dead.
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