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Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Boulder, Colorado
November 1, 2012

The President. Hello, Boulder! Thank you!
Are you fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. You seem pretty fired up. It

is good to be back in Colorado.
Everybody, please give Savannah a big

round of applause for the great introduction.
Let’s give a shout-out to the folks who are
fighting for you every day in Washington: Sen-
ator Michael Bennet, Senator Mark Udall,
Congressman Jared Polis.

It is good to be here. Thank you. Now——
Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back. I do.
Those of you who have seats, feel free to sit

down. I don’t want you guys getting tired out.
[Laughter]

For the past few days, all of us have been fo-
cused on one of the worst storms of our life-
time. And we’re awed and humbled by nature’s
destructive power. We mourn those who were
lost. Obviously, our hearts and our thoughts
and prayers go out to the families who’ve been
affected. We pledge to help those whose lives
have been turned upside down.

I was just on a phone call with some of the
local officials in New York, as well as Governor
Cuomo, and they’ve got still a long way to go to
deal with this incredible storm. But we’ve also
been inspired these past few days, because
when disaster strikes, we see America at its
best. The petty differences that consume us in
normal times, they all seem to melt away. We
saw it here in Colorado with the fires this sum-
mer and then the terrible tragedy in Aurora.

In moments like these, we’re reminded
there are no Democrats or Republicans during
a crisis, just fellow Americans. We see leaders
of different parties working to fix what’s bro-
ken and neighbors helping neighbors to cope
with tragedy, communities rallying to rebuild,
a spirit that says in the end, we’re all in this to-
gether, we rise or fall as one Nation, as one
people.

And, Boulder, that spirit has guided this
country along its improbable journey for more
than two centuries. And it’s carried us through
the trials and tribulations of the last 4 years.

In 2008, we were in the middle of two wars
and the worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression. Today, because of the resilience
of the American people, our businesses have
created over 5 million new jobs. The American
auto industry is back on top. American manu-
facturing is growing at the fastest pace in 15
years. We’re less dependent on foreign oil than
at any time in 20 years. Home values, home
construction is on the rise. And thanks to the
service and sacrifice of our brave men and
women in uniform, the war in Iraq is over, the
war in Afghanistan is coming to an end, Al Qai-
da has been decimated, Usama bin Laden is
dead.

So we’ve made real progress these past 4
years. But, Colorado, we all know our work’s
not yet done. As long as there’s a single Ameri-
can who wants a job and can’t find one, our
work’s not done. As long as there are families
who are working harder and harder, but falling
further behind, our work’s not yet done. As
long as there’s a child somewhere in America
languishing in poverty, barred from opportuni-
ty, anywhere in this country, our work is not
yet done.

Our fight, our mission goes on because we
know this Nation cannot succeed without a
growing, thriving middle class and strong, stur-
dy ladders into the middle class for everybody
who’s willing to work hard and take responsi-
bility.

Our fight, our mission goes on because
America has always done best when everybody
has a fair shot, when everybody is doing their
fair share, when everybody is playing by the
same rules. That’s what we believe. That’s why
we—you elected me in 2008. And that’s why
I’m running for a second term as President of
the United States of America.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!
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The President. Now, we knew from the be-
ginning that our work would take more than
one year or even one term. We knew that. Be-
cause, let’s face it, the middle class was getting
hammered long before the financial crisis hit.
The economy has changed over the last 20, 30
years. Technology has made us more produc-
tive, but it’s also made a lot of good jobs obso-
lete. Global trade brought us cheaper prod-
ucts, but it also meant that companies could lo-
cate overseas in low-wage countries. American
workers saw their paychecks getting
squeezed—even when corporate profits rose,
even as CEO salaries exploded—and the guar-
anteed security of pensions and health care
started to erode, in some cases disappear alto-
gether.

Now, these fundamental changes in the
economy—the rise of technology and global
competition—those are real. We can’t wish
them away. But here’s what I know, Colorado:
We can meet those challenges. We’re Ameri-
cans. We still have the world’s best workers.
We’ve got the world’s best entrepreneurs.
We’ve got the best scientists and researchers.
We’ve definitely got the best colleges and uni-
versities. We’ve got the most innovative spirit.
We have everything we need to thrive in this
new economy. There’s not a country on Earth
that wouldn’t gladly trade places with the Unit-
ed States.

But to realize our full potential, to secure a
future that we want for our kids and our grand-
kids, we’ve got to make a choice right now. In 5
days, we will choose our next President. And,
Boulder, it is more than just a choice between
two candidates or two parties. You’re going to
be making a choice between two fundamental-
ly different visions of America: one where we
return to the top-down policies that crashed
our economy——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, vote. [Applause]

Vote.
Or a future that’s built on a strong and grow-

ing middle class. And we know what the choice
needs to be. We’re here today because we be-
lieve that if this country invests in the skills and

ideas of its people, then good jobs and busi-
nesses will follow.

We believe that America’s free market has
been the engine of America’s progress, and we
honor the risk takers and innovators and
dreamers that drive our economy forward. But
we also understand that in this country, people
succeed when they have a chance at a great ed-
ucation, when they’ve got a chance to learn
new skills. That’s good for business because
they need skilled workers. That’s good for our
country because some of those folks who get
those great skills and education start new busi-
nesses. We believe that when we support re-
search into medical breakthroughs or nano-
technology or entire new fields of study, new
industries start here and they stay here and
they hire here.

We don’t believe that government should
poke its nose into everything we do, but we do
believe this country is stronger—and actually
our markets work better—when there are rules
in place to protect our kids from toxic dumping
and mercury pollution, when there are rules to
protect consumers from unscrupulous credit
card companies and mortgage lenders, when
we grow—we’re convinced that we grow fast-
er.

And the evidence is on our side. We grow
faster when our Tax Code rewards hard work
and companies that create jobs here in Ameri-
ca. And we believe that quality health care for
everybody and a dignified retirement for ev-
erybody aren’t just achievable goals, they are a
measure of our values as a nation. That’s what
we believe.

For 8 years, we had a President who actually
shared those beliefs, and his name was Bill
Clinton. And the interesting thing is, when he
was first elected, he asked the wealthiest
Americans to pay a little more so we could re-
duce the deficit and still make investments in
things like education and training, and science
and research. And guess what? There were a
bunch of folks who were running for Congress
at the time who said this is going to hurt the
economy, this is going to kill job creation.

And if that argument sounds familiar, one of
those candidates happens to be running for
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President right now. [Laughter] And it turns
out, his math and their math was just as bad
back then as it is now. Because by the end of
Bill Clinton’s second term, America had creat-
ed 23 million new jobs, and incomes were up,
and poverty was down, and our deficits had be-
come the biggest surplus in history.

So, Colorado, we know the ideas that work.
We know our ideas work. We also know the
ideas that don’t work. Because in the 8 years
after Bill Clinton left office, his policies were
reversed. The wealthiest Americans got tax
cuts they didn’t need. Companies enjoyed tax
breaks for shipping jobs overseas. Insurance
companies and oil companies and Wall Street
were given free rein to do whatever they
pleased. Folks at the top got to play by a differ-
ent set of rules than the rest of us. And the re-
sult of this top-down economics was falling in-
comes and record deficits and the slowest job
growth in half a century and an economic crisis
that we have been cleaning up for the last 4
years.

So here’s the thing. We’ve tested both theo-
ries. We’ve tested both visions. One worked re-
ally well. One worked really badly. [Laughter]

Now, in the closing weeks of this campaign,
Governor Romney has been using all his formi-
dable talents as a salesman—[laughter]—to
dress up the very same policies that failed our
country so badly, the very same policies we’ve
been cleaning up after these last 4 years, and
he’s offering them up as change. He’s saying
he’s the candidate of change. Now——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, don’t boo, vote. Vote. 
But let me tell you, Colorado, we know what

change looks like. We know what’s going to
help the middle class. We know what’s going to
grow jobs. We know what’s going to reduce the
deficit. And let me tell you, what Governor
Romney is offering sure ain’t it. It is not it. Giv-
ing more power back to the biggest banks,
that’s not change. Leaving millions without
health insurance, that’s not change.

Audience member. No, it ain’t!
The President. [Laughter] Another $5 tril-

lion tax cut that favors the wealthy, that’s not
change.

Audience members. No, it ain’t! 
The President. [Laughter] Refusing to an-

swer questions about the details of your poli-
cies, not change.

Audience members. Not change!
The President. [Laughter] Ruling out com-

promise by pledging to rubberstamp the Tea
Party’s agenda as President, that’s not change.

Audience members. Not change!
The President. In fact, that’s exactly the atti-

tude in Washington that we’ve got to change.
Look, I know that with all the TV commer-

cials that are coming at people, sometimes, it’s
hard to follow stuff but—and it’s hard to know
who to trust, but here’s the thing. Look, after 4
years as President, you know me by now. [Ap-
plause] You know me. You may not agree with
every decision that I’ve made. You may be
frustrated at the pace of change. I always re-
mind people that when we did the auto bail-
out, only 10 percent of the country approved of
it, including, by the way, folks in Michigan and
Ohio. But you know what I believe. You know
where I stand. You know I’m willing to make
tough decisions, even when they’re not politi-
cally convenient. And most importantly, you
know that I’ll fight for you and your families
every single day as hard as I know how.

And that’s why I know what real change
looks like, because I’ve fought for it. I’ve got
the scars to prove it. [Laughter] I’ve got gray
hair to show for it. [Laughter] You fought for it
too. And after all that we’ve been through to-
gether, we sure as heck can’t give up now.

Let’s picture what real change looks like.
Real change is a country where Americans of
every age have the skills and education that
good jobs require. And you know what, we un-
derstand government can’t do this alone: Par-
ents have to parent; teachers have to teach. But
don’t tell me that hiring more teachers won’t
help this economy or help young people
compete. Don’t tell me that students who can’t
afford college should just borrow money from
their parents. That wasn’t an option for me; I’ll
bet it was not an option for a whole lot of you.
We shouldn’t be ending college tax credits to
pay for millionaires’ tax cuts, we should be
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making college more affordable for everybody
who’s willing to work for it.

We should recruit 100,000 math and science
teachers so that high-tech, high-wage jobs ar-
en’t created in China, but are created right
here in Colorado. We should work with our
community colleges to train another 2 million
Americans with the skills that businesses are
looking for right now. And that’s all part of my
plan for the future. That’s what change is.
That’s the America that we’re fighting for.
That’s what’s at stake in this election.

Change comes when we live up to America’s
legacy of innovation, where we make America
home to the next generation of advanced man-
ufacturing and scientific discovery and techno-
logical breakthroughs. I’m proud that I bet on
America’s workers and American ingenuity
and the American auto industry. And today,
we’re not just building cars again, we’re build-
ing better cars, cars that by the middle of the
next decade will go twice as far on a gallon of
gas.

Today, there are thousands of workers
building long-lasting batteries and solar tech-
nology and wind turbines all across the coun-
try, jobs that weren’t there 4 years ago. And not
every technology we bet on will pan out. Not
every business will thrive. But I promise you
this: There is a brilliant future for manufactur-
ing in America. There is a future for clean en-
ergy in America. And I’m not going to cede
that future to other countries.

I don’t want a Tax Code that rewards com-
panies for creating those jobs overseas, I want
to reward companies that create those jobs
here in America. I don’t want a Tax Code that
subsidizes oil company profits when they’re
making money hand over fist. I want to support
the energy jobs of tomorrow and the new tech-
nology that will cut our oil imports in half, that
will reduce the carbon in our atmosphere, that
will make us less dependent on foreign oil.
That’s my plan for growth and jobs. That’s the
future I see in America. That’s worth fighting
for.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Change—real change—is fi-
nally turning the page on a decade of war. Let’s
do some nation-building right here at home.
So long as I’m Commander in Chief, we will
pursue our enemies with the strongest military
the world’s ever known. That will not change.
But it’s time to use some of the savings from
ending the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to
start paying down our debt, to start rebuilding
America. That’s part of being strong. That’s
part of our national security.

Right now we can put people back to work
all across Colorado, all across the country, fix-
ing roads and bridges, expanding broadband to
rural neighborhoods, making sure our schools
are state of the art. Let’s put Americans back to
work doing the work that needs to be done.
And let’s especially focus on our veterans, be-
cause nobody who fights for this country
should have to fight for a job or a roof over
their heads when they come home. That’s my
commitment to you. That’s part of keeping
America strong. That’s what’s at stake in this
election.

Change is a future where we reduce our
deficit in a way that’s balanced and responsi-
ble. And I’ve signed a trillion dollars’ worth of
spending cuts; I intend to do more. We can
streamline agencies. We can get rid of pro-
grams that aren’t working. But if we’re serious
about the deficit, we also have to ask the
wealthiest Americans to go back to the tax rates
they paid when Bill Clinton was in office.

Because a budget is all about priorities. It’s
about what values do we care about. And as
long as I’m President, I’m not going to turn
Medicare into a voucher just to pay for another
millionaire’s tax cut. I’m not going to allow this
Nation to be plunged into another battle over
health care reform and kick millions of people
off of health care and weaken all the reforms
that we put in place, including making sure
that young people can stay on their parent’s
plan till they’re 26 years old, just so insurance
companies can jump back into the driver’s seat.

And by the way, I’m not going to allow poli-
ticians in Washington to control health care
choices that women should make for them-



Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / Nov. 1

1693

selves. We’re not going to do that. We’re not
going backwards, we’re going forward.

So, Colorado, we know what change is. We
know what the future requires. We don’t need
a big government agenda or a small govern-
ment agenda, we need a middle class agenda
that rewards the values of hard work and re-
sponsibility. We don’t need a partisan agenda,
we need a commonsense agenda that says
when we educate a poor child, we’re all better
off; that says when we fund the research of a
young scientist, her new discovery will benefit
every American.

We need an agenda that recognizes we don’t
just look out for ourselves, we look out for one
another other, we look out for future genera-
tions. We meet those obligations by working
together. That’s the change we believe in.
That’s what 2008 was about. That’s what this
election’s about. That’s why I need you to vote.

Now, let me be clear: Achieving this agenda
will not be easy. It wasn’t easy over these last 4
years, it’s not going to be easy the next 4 years.
Back in 2008, when we talked about change, I
told you I wasn’t just talking about changing
Presidents, I wasn’t just talking about changing
parties. I was talking about changing our poli-
tics. I ran because the voices of the American
people—your voices—had been shut out of
our democracy for way too long: by lobbyists
and special interests and politicians who think
compromise is a dirty word and would say any-
thing to win office and do anything to stay in
office.

And as we expected, the protectors of the
status quo are a powerful force in Washington.
And over the last 4 years, every time we’ve
fought to make change, they fought back with
everything they’ve got. They spent millions to
stop us from reforming health care and Wall
Street and student loans. Their strategy from
the start was to engineer pure gridlock in Con-
gress, refusing to compromise on ideas that
traditionally both Democrats and Republicans
have supported.

And what they’re now counting on is that
the American people will be so worn down by
all the squabbling, so tired of all the dysfunc-
tion, that you actually reward obstruction, ei-

ther by voting for folks claiming to bring about
change or not voting at all, but either way, put-
ting people back in charge who advocate the
very same policies that got us into this mess.

In other words, their bet is on cynicism.
They’re counting on you not voting. That’s
their entire strategy. But, Colorado, my bet is
on you. [Applause] My bet’s on you. My bet’s
on the decency and good sense of the Ameri-
can people.

Because despite all the resistance, despite
all the setbacks, we’ve gotten done so much,
and we’ve never lost sight of the vision that we
share: that you would have a voice; that there
would be somebody at the table fighting every
single day for middle class Americans, for folks
who are working hard and struggling.

Sometimes Republicans in Congress worked
with me to meet our goals: to cut taxes for
small businesses and families like yours, to
open up new markets for American goods, to
finally repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell.” We had a
couple of really brave Republicans who
worked with us on that.

And sometimes, we’ve had big fights: like
when we forced the banks to stop overcharging
for student loans, which is how we made col-
lege more affordable for millions of young peo-
ple; like when we forced Wall Street to abide
by the toughest rules since the 1930s; like
when we stopped insurance companies from
discriminating against Americans with preex-
isting conditions like cancer or diabetes so no
one in America goes bankrupt just because
they get sick.

I didn’t fight those fights for any partisan ad-
vantage. I have shown my willingness to work with
anybody of any party to move this country for-
ward. And if you want to break the gridlock in
Congress, you’ll vote for leaders—whether they’re
Democrats, Republicans, or Independents—who
feel the same way. You’ll vote for candidates like
Shelley—you’ll vote for candidates like Michael
Bennet and Mark Udall and Jared Polis, all who
have shown themselves to be willing to work
across party lines to get things done, but who also
know that there’s some core principles you don’t
compromise.
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Because if the price of peace in Washington
is cutting deals that will kick students off finan-
cial aid or get rid of funding for Planned Par-
enthood or eliminate health care for millions
on Medicaid just to give millionaires a tax cut,
then that’s not a deal worth having. That’s not
bipartisanship. That’s not change. That’s sur-
render to the same status quo that has hurt
middle class families for way too long.

And, Colorado, I’m not ready to give up on
the fight. [Applause] I’m not ready to give up
on that fight. And I hope you aren’t either,
Colorado. I hope you aren’t either. I hope
you’ve still got some fight left in you.

The folks at the very top in this country, they
don’t need another champion in Washington.
They’ll always have a seat at the table. They’ll
always have access and influence. They can
hire lobbyists. They’re going to be able to get
their phone calls returned. The people who
need a champion are those Americans whose
letters I read late at night, the men and women
I meet on the campaign trail every single day.

The laid-off furniture worker who’s retrain-
ing at the age of 55 for a new career in biotech-
nology, she needs a champion. The small res-
taurant owner who needs a loan to expand after
the bank turned him down, he needs a champi-
on. The cooks and waiters and cleaning staff
working overtime in a hotel somewhere, trying
to save enough to buy a first home or send their
kid to college, they need a champion.

The autoworker who never thought he’d
work in a plant again and now is back on the
job building a great car and full of pride and
dignity, he needs a champion. The young
teacher doing her best in an overcrowded
classroom with outdated textbooks, she needs a
champion. All those kids in inner cities and
small farm towns, in valleys of Ohio, rolling
Virginia hills, right here in Boulder, kids who
are dreaming of becoming scientists or doctors
or engineers or entrepreneurs or diplomats or
even a President, they need a champion in
Washington. They need a champion.

Because the future doesn’t have lobbyists.
It’ll never have as many lobbyists as the vested
interests, never have as many lobbyists as the
past does, but it’s the dreams of those children
that will be our saving grace.

And that’s why I need you, Colorado. That’s
why I need you, Boulder: to make sure their
voices are heard, to make sure your voices are
heard. We’ve come too far to turn back now.
We’ve come too far to grow fainthearted. Now
is the time to keep pushing forward: to educate
all our kids, to train all our workers, to create
new jobs, to discover new energy, to broaden
opportunity, to grow our middle class, to re-
store our democracy, to make sure that no
matter who you are or where you come from,
how you started out, you can make it here in
America if you try.

In the middle of the Great Depression,
FDR reminded the country that “failure is not
an American habit; and in the strength of great
hope we must shoulder our common load.”
That’s the strength we need today. That’s the
hope I’m asking you to share. That’s the future
in our sights.

That’s why I’m asking for your vote. That’s
why I need you early voting tomorrow. That’s
why I need young people to turn out. That’s why
I need you to knock on some more doors. That’s
why I need you to make some phone calls. And
if you turn out for me, if you vote for me, we’ll
win Colorado again. We’ll win this election.
We’ll finish what we started. We’ll keep moving
forward. We’ll renew those bonds and reaffirm
that spirit that makes the United States of Amer-
ica the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America. Remember to vote!

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:42 p.m. at the
Coors Events Center at the University of
Colorado Boulder. In his remarks, he referred
to Savannah Pullin, student, University of Col-
orado Boulder; and Republican Presidential
nominee W. Mitt Romney. 
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