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business or punch a clock—can have confi-
dence that if you work hard, you can get ahead.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:55 p.m. on October 26 in the Diplo-

matic Reception Room at the White House for
broadcast on October 27. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on October 26, but was embargoed for
release until 6 a.m. on October 27.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Nashua, New Hampshire
October 27, 2012

The President. How’s it going, Nashua? Are
you fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. This is an unbelievable

crowd! And this is what the weather is always
like in late October in New Hampshire: 70 de-
grees and sunny.

Can everybody please give it up for your
outstanding United States Senator, Jeanne
Shaheen? Your next Governor, Maggie Has-
san. Your next Congresswoman, Annie Kuster.

And I’ve just got to say something special
about one of the most talented singers and
songwriters that America has ever had. He has
just been a great friend. This guy has been
working his tail off on behalf of this campaign.
I couldn’t be prouder that he’s working with
us: James Taylor. Give him a big round of ap-
plause.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back.
Ten days, New Hampshire. Ten days. Ten

days, and you’ll be stepping into a voting booth
and making a defining choice about the future
of our country. Not just a choice between two
candidates or two political parties, it is a choice
between two fundamentally different visions
for America.

We believe in the values that built the larg-
est middle class, the strongest economy the
world’s ever known; the promise that hard
work will pay off; the promise that responsibili-
ty will be rewarded; the idea at the core of this
Nation that no matter who you are, no matter
where you come from, no matter what you look
like, this is a country where everybody gets a
fair shot and everybody does their fair share,

everybody plays by the same rules. That’s what
we believe here in America.

We believe that we are endowed by our
Creator with certain inalienable rights. We in-
sist on personal responsibility. We don’t be-
lieve anybody is entitled to success; we know
we all have to earn it. We honor the strivers,
the dreamers, the risk takers, everybody who
has been the driving force behind our free en-
terprise system, the greatest engine of growth
and prosperity the world’s ever known.

But we also believe that the true measure of
prosperity is more than just a running tally of
corporate balance sheets, quarterly profit re-
ports. We measure prosperity not just by how
many millionaires and billionaires we produce,
we measure prosperity by how well a typical
family is doing, by whether our kids are getting
a great education and can go as far as their
dreams and hard work will take us.

We understand that in this country, people
succeed when they’ve got a chance at a decent
education, when they can learn new skills. And
by the way, so do the businesses that hire them
or the companies that they start. We believe
our economy grows when we support research
into medical breakthroughs or new technolo-
gies like clean energy and fuel-efficient cars.

We know that our country is stronger when
we can count on affordable health insurance
and Medicare and Social Security; when we
protect our kids from toxic dumping and mer-
cury pollution; when there are rules in place to
make sure that we aren’t taken advantage of by
credit card companies or mortgage lenders or
unscrupulous financial institutions.

We know we’re better off when politicians in
Washington aren’t allowed to make decisions



Oct. 27 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

1666

about health care that women are perfectly ca-
pable of making for themselves.

That’s what we believe. That’s the vision
that we embrace.

Audience member. We believe in you!
The President. I appreciate that. [Laughter]
Governor Romney, now, he’s got an entirely

different view about what this country is about.
Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo——
Audience members. Vote!
The President. ——vote. Vote.
He’s been running around saying he’s got a

five-point plan for the economy; turns out it’s a
one-point plan. [Laughter] Folks at the very
top get to play by a different set of rules than
you do. They get to pay lower tax rates, out-
source jobs. They want to let Wall Street run
wild and make reckless bets with other folks’
money. That was his philosophy when he was a
CEO. That was his philosophy as Governor.
And as President Clinton said, he does have a
lot of brass, because he’s now talking about big
change, but all he’s offering is a big rerun of
the same policies that created so much hard-
ship for so many Americans.

And Governor Romney’s been out here
making a lot of last-minute promises lately,
said he’s all about fighting for the middle class,
says he’d cut taxes for everybody, and asks
something from nobody. But the problem is
we’ve heard those promises before.

Now, keep in mind, Governor Romney lives
just a few miles south of here in the State of
Massachusetts. Love Massachusetts, so—[ap-
plause]. But during Governor Romney’s cam-
paign for Governor down there, he promised
the same thing he’s promising now—said he’d
fight for jobs and middle class families. But
once he took office, he pushed through a tax
cut that overwhelmingly benefited 278 of the
wealthiest families in the State, and then he
raised taxes and fees on middle class families to
the tune of $750 million. Does that sound fa-
miliar to you?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Now, when he’s asked about

this, he says, no these weren’t taxes, these were
fees. [Laughter] But keep in mind, there were

higher fees to be a barber, higher fees to be-
come a nurse. There were higher fees for gas.
There were higher fees for milk. There were
higher fees for blind people who needed to get
a certificate that they were blind. He raised
fees to get a birth certificate, which would have
been expensive for me. [Laughter]

He raised fees for marriage certificates and
fees for funeral homes, so there were literally
cradle-to-grave tax hikes and fees. [Laughter]
And when he left office, there were only three
States in the country that had created fewer
jobs than Massachusetts. And by the way, one
of them was Louisiana that had been hit by
Hurricane Katrina. [Laughter]

He talked a lot about small businesses, still
talks about it. Says, I’m a business guy, I know
about small businesses. Massachusetts, when
he was Governor, ranked 48th in small-busi-
ness creation. And one of the two States that
ranked lower was Louisiana that had gotten hit
by Hurricane Katrina. So this is a guy who has
a track record of saying one thing and doing
something else.

On the other hand, when I ran 4 years ago, I
made promises too. I promised to cut taxes for
middle class families, and I did, by $3,600. I
promised to cut taxes for small-business own-
ers, and I did 18 times. I promised to end tax-
payer-funded Wall Street bailouts, and we
have. And by the way, we got every dime worth
of money that we used for the bank rescue, and
we got interest with it too. I promised to take
on those financial institutions that were charg-
ing too much for student loans, and we, as a
consequence, were able to make college more
affordable for millions of Americans.

I promised I’d never walk away from the
millions of jobs that were in jeopardy when the
auto industry was on the brink of collapse. We
decided to ignore Governor Romney’s busi-
ness advice when he said Detroit should go
bankrupt, and now, America, we are building
the best cars on Earth.

Four years ago, I promised to end the war in
Iraq, and we did. I promised that we would be-
gin the transition in Afghanistan, and we are. I
said we’d go after the terrorists who attacked
us on 9/11, and thanks to the brave men and
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women in uniform, the courage of our Navy
SEALs, Al Qaida is on the path to defeat, and
Usama bin Laden is dead.

After losing 9 million jobs under the theo-
ries that Governor Romney is now promoting,
our businesses—under the ideas we’ve been
working with—have added more than 5 million
new jobs over the last 2½ years. Manufactur-
ing: highest job growth in manufacturing since
the 1990s. The unemployment rate is falling.
Manufacturing’s coming back to our shores.
Our assembly lines are humming again. Hous-
ing prices are starting to pick up. Housing
starts are on the move.

We’ve got a lot of work to do. But, New
Hampshire, the country has come too far for us
to turn back now. We can’t afford to go back to
the policies that got us into this mess. We’ve
got to continue with the policies that are get-
ting out of the mess. We’ve got to move for-
ward. And that’s why I am running for a second
term as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now——
Audience member. You can do it, Mr. Presi-

dent!
The President. Well, I’m going to do it with

you. We can do it together.
Now, unlike Governor Romney’s plan—he

doesn’t like to talk about it too much—I have a
plan that will actually create jobs, that will ac-
tually lower our deficit and will actually pro-
vide the middle class with a greater sense of se-
curity. And the good news is my plan, the math
actually adds up.

If you want to check it out, you can go to
barackobama.com/plans. And I want you to
share it with your friends and your neighbors
and your coworkers. There are still people out
there who are trying to make up their minds.
Some of you who are here may be trying to
make up your mind. Maybe your girlfriend
dragged you out here. [Laughter] No, no, may-
be Grandma said, you’ve got to go to the
Obama rally—[laughter]—and you’re still try-
ing to figure it out. So I’m asking you to com-
pare my plan with Governor Romney’s. I want
you to know what we’re proposing, each of us,

and see which plan is better for you and what is
better for the future of America.

So, number one, I want to end tax breaks for
companies that are shipping jobs overseas. I
want to reward small businesses and manufac-
turers who are putting down roots here, hiring
American workers, creating American prod-
ucts stamped with three proud words: Made in
America. We can bring those jobs back to our
shores.

Number two, I want to cut our oil imports in
half by 2020 so we control more of our own en-
ergy. Because of the work we’ve already
done—increasing oil production, increasing
natural gas production, but also emphasizing
renewables like solar and wind and biofuels—
today, we are less dependent on foreign oil
than at in any time in the last two decades.
That’s good for your pocketbook. That’s good
for our national security. It’s good for the envi-
ronment.

And one reason we’ve been able—we have
confidence we can keep on making progress is
we’ve doubled the fuel efficiency standards for
cars and trucks. So in the middle of the next
decade, you’ll go twice as far on a gallon of gas.
I want us now to build on that progress. We’ve
got to keep making those investments. I don’t
want fuel-efficient cars and long-lasting batter-
ies and wind turbines and solar panels pro-
duced in China. I want them produced right
here in New Hampshire. I want them made
right here in America. And we can do that.

Number three, we have to make it a national
mission to educate our kids and train our work-
ers better than anybody else in the world. I
want to recruit 100,000 new math and science
teachers because we know that’s an area where
we can’t afford to fall behind. I want to train 2
million workers at our community colleges for
the skills that businesses are hiring for right
now. And I want to work with colleges and uni-
versities to make sure that tuition does not
keep on going up, because our young people
can’t afford the debt that they are taking on,
and that’s something we can do.

Number four, my plan will reduce the defi-
cit by $4 trillion over the next 10 years in a bal-
anced way. We’re going to cut out spending we
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don’t need. We’ve already cut out a trillion dol-
lars’ worth of spending; we can do more. But
I’m also going to ask the wealthiest Americans
to pay a little bit more so we can invest in the
research and technology and education that
will keep new jobs and businesses coming to
America.

And under the guise of reducing the deficit,
I will never turn Medicare into a voucher sys-
tem, because no American should have to
spend their golden years at the mercy of an in-
surance company.

And by the way—I think we saw just this
past week—we don’t need a whole bunch of
politicians in Washington, most of whom are
male, making health care decisions for women.
I don’t think your boss or your insurance com-
pany should be making those decisions either.
I believe women should be making their own
health care decisions for themselves.

That’s why the health care law we passed
put those choices in your hands, where they
belong, and that’s where they’ll stay as long as
I’m President of the United States.

Now, finally, number five, we’re going to
use the savings from ending the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan to put our people back to
work. Let’s do some nation-building here at
home. Let’s rebuild our roads and our bridges,
our schools. Let’s lay broadband lines into ru-
ral communities all across the country. And as
we’re doing that, we’re going to be putting our
veterans back to work. We’ve got to serve them
as well as they’ve served us, because nobody
who fights for this country should have to fight
for a job or a roof over their heads or the care
that they’ve earned when they come home.

So that’s the plan we need, New Hampshire.
That’s how you build a strong, sustainable
economy. That’s how you make sure that mid-
dle class jobs that pay a good wage are out
there. That’s how you encourage new business-
es to start here and stay here in America.
That’s how you increase take-home pay, not
just by talking about it. That’s how you build an
economy where everybody who works hard can
get ahead. And that’s what we can do together.

But here’s the thing, New Hampshire, it’s
now up to you. It’s your choice. It’s up to the

young people who are here to choose a future
that is worthy of all your dreams. It’s up to the
not-so-young people here, including me—I’m
included in that category—[laughter]—to
make sure we’re leaving the kind of America
we want for future generations.

You can choose the top-down policy that got
us into this mess, but I think we need to build
on the policies that are helping us to make real
progress all across this country. You can choose
a foreign policy that’s reckless and wrong, or
you can choose the kinds of leadership that I’ve
provided that’s steady and strong.

You can choose to turn back the clock 50
years for women and immigrants and gays, or
in this election, you can stand up for that basic
principle enshrined in our founding docu-
ments that all of us are created equal: Black,
White, Hispanic, Asian, Native American,
young, old, rich, poor, gay, straight, abled, dis-
abled. No matter who you are, no matter what
you look like, no matter where you come from,
you’ve got a place in America. You can make it
here if you try. That’s what we believe.

New Hampshire, we’ve been through tough
times, but we’ve been through tough times be-
fore and we are tougher. We always come out
on top. We always bounce back because we
pull together. Because we look after one an-
other. Because we don’t leave anybody behind.
Because when we succeed, we prop that door
open and bring those who are following behind
us; we pull them through. That’s who we are.

Our destiny is not written for us, it’s written
by us. We don’t go backward. We look forward
to that distant horizon, to that new frontier.
We imagine a better America, and then we
work hard to make it happen. That’s who we
are.

That’s why I’m asking for your vote. And if
you give me your vote, I promise you, you will
always have a President who hears your voices,
who will fight for your families, who will spend
every waking moment thinking about how to
make your lives a little bit better.

New Hampshire, I still believe in you. I
need you to keep believing in me. And if you’re
willing to work with me and roll up your
sleeves with me, knock on some doors with me,
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make some phone calls for me, we’ll win Hills-
borough County again. We’ll win New Hamp-
shire again. We’ll finish what we started. And
we’ll remind the world why the United States
of America is the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:59 p.m. at
Elm Street Middle School. In his remarks, he
referred to former State Sen. Margaret Wood
Hassan of New Hampshire; Ann McLane
Kuster, founder, Newfound Strategies, LLC;
and Republican Presidential nominee W. Mitt
Romney.

Remarks Following a Briefing on Hurricane Sandy Preparedness Efforts
October 28, 2012

The President. Well, good afternoon, every-
body. Obviously, all of us across the country
are concerned about the potential impact of
Hurricane Sandy. This is a serious and big
storm. And my first message is to all people
across the Eastern Seaboard, Mid-Atlantic, go-
ing north, that you need to take this very seri-
ously and follow the instructions of your State
and local officials, because they are going to be
providing you with the best advice in terms of
how to deal with this storm over the coming
days.

We’ve just had an excellent meeting with
the FEMA team here, the various agencies
that are in charge, including the Department
of Defense, the Department of Energy, and
others that are going to need to respond very
quickly.

Under Craig Fugate’s leadership here at
FEMA, we’ve had a chance to talk to the re-
gional officials as well. And I just had a phone
call with the Governors of the potentially im-
pacted States as well as some of the major cit-
ies in the region.

At this stage, everybody is confident that the
staging process, the pre-positioning of resourc-
es, commodities, equipment that are going to
be needed to respond to this storm are in
place. But as Craig has emphasized, this hasn’t
hit landfall yet, so we don’t yet know where it’s
going to hit, where we’re going to see the big-
gest impacts. And that’s exactly why it’s so im-
portant for us to respond big and respond fast
as local information starts coming in.

I want to thank all the members of the team
for the outstanding work that they’re doing.
But the other thing that makes this storm
unique is we anticipate that it is going to be

slow moving. That means that it may take a
long time not only to clear, but also to get, for
example, the power companies back in to clear
trees and to put things back in place so that
folks can start moving back home.

So my main message to everybody involved
is that we have to take this seriously. The Fed-
eral Government is working effectively with
the State and local governments. It’s going to
be very important that populations in all the
impacted States take this seriously, listen to
your State and local elected officials.

My message to the Governors, as well as to
the mayors, is anything they need, we will be
there. And we’re going to cut through redtape.
We’re not going to get bogged down with a lot
of rules. We want to make sure that we are an-
ticipating and leaning forward into making
sure that we’ve got the best possible response
to what is going to be a big and messy system.

So again, thank you, everybody. Craig,
would you like add to something?

Federal Emergency Management Agency
Administrator W. Craig Fugate. Now, again, as
the President says, it’s going to really come
down to the public heeding those evacuation
orders, taking protective measures. If they ha-
ven’t gotten ready, they can go to ready.gov,
get information on how to protect them and
their families, but also check on your neigh-
bors. This is going to be a big storm. We need
to be there for each other.

The President. Okay. That—let me empha-
size that again—ready.gov—for the general
public. If you need to know how to respond,
that’s where you can get centralized informa-
tion.
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