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no matter who you are, no matter you look like,
no matter where you come from, no matter
who you love, in America, you’ve got to be able
to make it if you try. That’s what we believe.
That’s what we’re fighting for.

Florida, we have been through tough times
these past 4 years. I meet folks all the time who
tell me how tough times have been. And there
are a lot of folks where times are still tough.
But the good news is, Americans, we’re always
tougher. We always bounce back. We always
come out on top. Because we pull together.
Because we look after one another. Because
we leave no one behind. We don’t close the
door behind us if we succeed. We make sure
that we’re bringing more folks through that
door. Because we don’t turn back. We go for-
ward. Adelante. We look forward to a future
that is brighter. We look at the distant horizon,
and we say, that’s where we’re headed.

In America, our destiny is not written for us,
it’s written by us, and we can write that next
chapter together.

So, Florida, that’s why I’m asking for your
vote in this election. [Applause] That’s why I’m
asking for your vote. And if I have the privilege

of serving as your President for another 4
years, I promise you will always have a Presi-
dent who hears your voices. You’ll always have
a President who fights for your families. You’ll
have a President who spends every waking
hour thinking about how I can make your lives
just a little bit better, make the future of your
children and grandchildren a little bit brighter.

Florida, I believe in you. I’m asking you to
keep believing in me. And if you’re willing to
work with me and knock on some doors with
me, make some phone calls with me, vote for
me, we’ll win Hillsborough County again.
We’ll win Florida again. We’ll win this election
again. We’ll finish what we started in 2008.
And we’ll remind the world why the United
States of America is the greatest nation on
Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:02 a.m. at
Ybor Centennial Park. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Tampa, FL, resident Laura Starkey;
and Republican Presidential nominee W. Mitt
Romney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Richmond, Virginia
October 25, 2012

The President. Hello, Virginia! Are you fired
up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. I’m sorry. Are you fired up?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Let’s begin by giving it up for

your outstanding United States Senator, Mark
Warner. And the man who’s going to join him
in the United States Senate, Tim Kaine. These
guys are great friends of mine. They were great
Governors of this great Commonwealth, and
they will be an extraordinary team fighting for
you in Washington.

You also have a great Congressman coming
out of Virginia, Bobby Scott, in the house. Your

mayor, Dwight Jones, is here. And all of you
are here. Can I just say? This is a nice-looking
crowd here.

Now, you might notice that my voice sounds
just a little hoarse. [Laughter] We are right in
the middle of our 48-hour, fly-around, cam-
paign extravaganza. We pulled an all-nighter
last night. We just came from Florida. We
were in Iowa and Colorado and Nevada before
that. We’re heading up to Ohio later today.
And I’m going to stop in my hometown of Chi-
cago to vote.

I can’t tell you who I’m voting for because
it’s a secret ballot. [Laughter] But the good
news is, Michelle said she voted for me. She
did. And I’ve come to Virginia today to ask you
for your vote just 12 days from now. I need
your vote. I’ve come to ask for your help in
keeping America moving forward.
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You’ve now seen three debates, months of
campaign events, and way too many TV com-
mercials.

Audience members. Yes!
The President. So you’ve heard what the ar-

gument is about here. You understand what the
choice is. You’ve heard Governor Romney’s
sales pitch. He’s been running around——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, no, don’t boo, vote!
He’s been running around saying he’s got a

five-point plan for the economy. Turns out it’s
a one-point plan. Folks at the very top get to
play by a different set of rules than you do.
They get to pay a lower tax rate. They get to
outsource jobs. They want to roll back Wall
Street reforms that we put in place to make
sure we don’t have taxpayer-funded bailouts.

That was his philosophy in the boardroom;
that was his philosophy as Governor. And if it
sounds familiar, it’s because that’s exactly what
we tried in the last decade before I came into
office. It led to falling incomes and record def-
icits and the slowest job growth in half a centu-
ry, and the worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression.

We have now been working for 4 years to
clean up the mess those policies left behind.
And now Governor Romney wants to take us
back to those policies, but he knows that
they’re probably not very popular. He knows
his plan isn’t any different than the policies
that got us into trouble. So in the final weeks of
this election, he’s counting on you forgetting.
He’s hoping that you come down with a case of
what we call Romnesia.

He’s hoping you won’t remember that his
economic plan is more likely to create jobs in
China than it is in America, because it actually
rewards companies that ship jobs and profits
overseas. He’s hoping you won’t remember
that he wants to give millionaires and billion-
aires a $250,000 tax cut, because the only way
he can pay for that tax cut is by raising your tax-
es or blowing a hole in the deficit.

He’s hoping that you’ll come down with a
severe case of——

Audience members. Romnesia!

The President. ——Romnesia before you
cast your ballot. But, Richmond, I want you all
to know this. This is a curable disease. If you
feel any symptoms coming on, if you’re starting
to get a little woozy—[laughter]—your eyes
are getting a little blurry, some ringing in your
ears, if you can’t remember what you said just a
week ago, if you can’t remember the plans on
your own website and you’re worried you
might be coming down with a case of Romne-
sia, I want you to know, Obamacare covers pre-
existing conditions. We can make you well. We
can fix you up. All you’ve got to do is vote.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, hold on.
Audience members. Four more years! Four

more years! Four more years!
The President. Richmond, I want to explain

something. We joke about this, but this goes to
a pretty serious issue, the most serious issue of
any Presidential contest, and that is the issue of
trust. Trust matters. You want to know that
whoever is in the Oval Office is going to fight
for you. You want to know that they’re not just
going to take the politically expedient path,
that they’re guided by a compass in terms of
how are we going to make sure the American
people have a chance to succeed if they’re
working hard, and more importantly, that the
next generation is going to have the kind of
America we want them to have. And you know
what, you know me.

Audience members. Yes!
The President. You know I say what I mean

and I mean what I say. We haven’t finished all
the work we set out to do in 2008 just yet, but
every single day I set foot in the Oval Office, you
know I’m thinking about you. I’m fighting for
your families. And with your help, we have met
major commitments that I made 4 years ago.

I told you we’d end the war in Iraq; we did. I
said we’d end the war in Afghanistan; we are. I
said we’d refocus on the terrorists who actually
attacked us on 9/11; Al Qaida is on the path to
defeat, and Usama bin Laden is dead. There’s
a new tower rising above the New York skyline.
Our heroes are coming home. I’ve kept those
promises.
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I was proud and humbled to learn that we
have Colin Powell’s support in this campaign.
I’m grateful to him for his lifetime of service to
his country, both as a soldier and as a diplomat.
And every brave American who wears this uni-
form of this country should know that as long
as I’m your Commander in Chief, we will sus-
tain the strongest military the world has ever
known. We will be relentless in pursuit of our
enemies.

Those are promises I’ve kept. Four years
ago, I promised to cut middle class taxes for
families and small businesses, and we have. I
promised not only to end taxpayer-funded Wall
Street bailouts, but I said we’d get every dime
of money that was used to rescue the financial
system; we have, with interest.

I promised we’d repeal “don’t ask, don’t
tell.” Today, you can’t be kicked out of our mil-
itary because of who you love.

I said I’d make sure that Americans don’t go
bankrupt when they get sick, and we passed
Obamacare, and it was the right thing to do.

I promised that we’d get help to young peo-
ple so they could afford college, and we have. I
bet on American workers and American inge-
nuity and saved a dying auto industry that’s
back on top of the world. On issue after issue,
we are moving forward.

After losing 9 million jobs in the great reces-
sion, our businesses have now added more
than 5 million new jobs in the last 2½ years.
The unemployment rate is falling. Manufactur-
ing is coming back. Our assembly lines are
humming. Housing prices are beginning to
rise.

We’ve got a long way to go, Virginia, but
we’ve come too far to come back now. We
can’t afford to go backwards to the same poli-
cies that got us into this mess; we’ve got to go
forward with the policies that are getting us out
of this mess. And that’s why I’m running for a
second term. And that’s why I need your help.

I’ve got a plan that will actually create jobs,
not just talk about creating jobs, a plan that will
actually create middle class security, not just
use the words, but not deliver on the promise.
Unlike my opponent, I’m actually proud to talk

about what’s in my plan, because the arithme-
tic works.

If you want to take a careful look at it, go to
barackobama.com/plans. I want you to share it
with your friends and your neighbors and your
coworkers. There’s still people out there who
are undecided, trying to make up their minds.
Maybe somebody in this crowd got dragged by
your girlfriend or your boyfriend. Your grand-
ma said, you got to go to the Obama rally, and
you said, all right, grandma. But you’re not yet
convinced. Take a look at this plan. Compare it
to what Governor Romney’s plans are. See
which plan you think is better for you. I want
you to have the information you need to make
an educated choice about this issue, about
America’s future and your own.

The first thing in my plan: I want to end tax
breaks for companies that are shipping jobs
overseas. I want to give those tax breaks to
companies that are investing in Richmond, in-
vesting in Virginia, helping small businesses
and manufacturers create jobs right here at
home. That’s a priority.

Number two, I want to cut our oil imports in
half by 2020 so we control more of our own en-
ergy. Because of what we’ve done to increase
oil production and natural gas production, to
invest in clean coal technology, to make sure
that we’re also investing in the clean energy
source of the future like wind and solar and
biofuels, we, today, are less dependent on for-
eign oil than at any time in the last two de-
cades.

We passed regulations to make sure that fu-
el standards on cars and trucks are doubled so
that you’ll go twice as far on a gallon of gas.
And that will save you money. That’s good for
our national security. It’s good for our environ-
ment. I want to build on that progress. I don’t
want the cars of the future, long-lasting batter-
ies, wind turbines, solar panels, I don’t want
them made in China. I want them made right
here in Virginia. I want to put people back to
work here in the United States. We can do
that.

Number three, I want to make it a national
mission to educate our young people, to train
our workers. I want to recruit 100,000 math
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and science teachers. We’ve got to step it up
when it comes to math and science and tech-
nology. I want to train 2 million workers in our
outstanding community colleges so they’ve got
the skills to get the jobs that are out there right
now. And I want to work with colleges and uni-
versities to cut the growth of tuition in half. I
want to make sure that young people are not
burdened with debt when they’re pursuing the
education they need to compete. We can do
that.

Number four, my plan will cut the deficit by
$4 trillion over the next 10 years in a balanced
way. Yes, we’re going to cut spending we don’t
need; we’ve already cut a trillion dollars. But
I’m going to ask the wealthiest to pay a little bit
more so we can invest in the research and tech-
nology that will keep new jobs and businesses
coming to America. And in the process of mak-
ing sure that we’re reducing our deficit, I’m
not going to turn Medicare into a voucher pro-
gram. No American should spend their golden
years at the mercy of insurance companies.

And you know what—I think we’ve seen
again this week—I don’t think any male politi-
cian should be making health care decisions for
women. I don’t think your boss or your insur-
ance company should be making those deci-
sions for you either. I believe women are capa-
ble and should make their own health care de-
cisions for themselves.

That’s why the health care law we passed
puts those choices in your hands, where they
belong. That’s where they are to stay as long as
I’m President of the United States of America.

Finally, I’ll use the savings from ending the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to put our people
back to work to do some nation-building here
at home: fixing our roads and our bridges, re-
pairing our schools, laying out broadband lines
into rural communities so they can compete in
the global economy. And when our veterans
come home, we are going to make sure we’ve
got the resources to serve them as well as
they’ve served us, because nobody who fights
for this country should have to fight for a job or
a roof over their heads or the care they need
when they come home.

This is the plan we need, Virginia. This is
how you build a strong, sustainable economy.
This is how you create good, middle class jobs.
This is how you encourage new businesses to
start here and to stay here. This is how you in-
crease take-home pay. This is how you build an
economy where everybody who works hard has
a chance to get ahead. That’s what we can do
together.

But it’s up to you, Virginia. You’re going to
have to make a choice. It’s up to the young
people here to decide what kind of future you
want for yourselves. It’s up to the not-so-young
people—like me and some of you—[laugh-
ter]—to make sure we make the right choice
for future generations.

Sure, we can choose the top-down policies
that got us into this mess, but I think we have
to choose the policies that are getting us out of
this mess. You can choose a foreign policy
that’s wrong and reckless, or you can choose
one that’s steady and strong.

You can choose to turn back the clock 50
years for women and immigrants and gays, or
in this election, you can stand up for that basic
principle, enshrined in our founding docu-
ments, that we’re all created equal; that every-
body has a voice in America; that it doesn’t
matter who you are or what you look like or
where you come from or who you love—Black
or White, Hispanic, Asian, Native American,
young, old, rich, poor, gay, straight, abled, or
disabled—it doesn’t matter, you have a place
in America. You can make it if you try. That’s
what’s best in our country. That’s what we’re
fighting for.

Virginia, we’ve been through some tough
times, but we always bounce back, because the
American people are always tougher than any
tough times. We always come out on top be-
cause we pull together, because we look after
one another, because we don’t leave people
behind. We don’t close the door behind us if
we’re successful, we open it up a little wider so
folks can walk through. We don’t turn back.
We look forward at that distant horizon, at the
next destination. Our destiny is not written for
us, it’s written by us, and we’re going to write
that next chapter together.
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That’s why I’m asking for your vote in this
election. That’s why I’m asking for your vote.
And I promise you, if you give me 4 more
years, you’ll have a President who always hear
your voice, a President who will always fight
for you and your family, a President who
spends every waking hour trying to make your
lives just a little bit better.

Virginia, I believe in you. I’m asking you to
keep believing in me. And if you’re willing to
roll up your sleeves with me and work with me,
knock on some doors with me, make some
phone calls with me, we’ll win Richmond.

We’ll win the Commonwealth of Virginia
again. We’ll win this election. We’ll finish what
we started. And we’ll remind the world why
the United States of America is the greatest na-
tion on Earth.

God bless you. Thank you, Virginia. God
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:11 p.m. at the
Carillon at Byrd Park. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Republican Presidential nominee W.
Mitt Romney; and former Secretary of State
Colin L. Powell.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Cleveland, Ohio
October 25, 2012

The President. Hello, Ohio! Are you fired
up? Are you ready to go? I can’t hear you. Are
you fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. I am glad to be back in

Cleveland, Ohio! We’ve got two extraordinary
Representatives who are here, Betty Sutton
and Marcy Kaptur. Give them a big round of
applause.

It’s great to see all of you who are here.
Audience member. We love you!
The President. This—I love you back.
This is the final stop on our 48-hour fly-

around all across America. We’ve been going
for 2 days straight. We’ve been from the East
Coast to the West Coast, and now we’re going
back east again. We just made a quick stop in
Chicago so I could vote. I can’t tell you who I
voted for because it’s a secret ballot. [Laugh-
ter] But Michelle told me she voted for me.

So, Ohio, I’ve got to tell you, even though
I’ve been going for about 38 hours straight,
even though my voice is getting kind of hoarse,
I’ve still got a spring in my step. Because our
cause is right. Because we’re fighting for the
future. I’ve come to Ohio today to ask you for
your vote.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. And the good news is I’m
asking for your vote and I’m asking you to vote
early. Here in Ohio, you can vote now. You
don’t have to vote later. I need you to vote ear-
ly, and I need your help to keep moving Amer-
ica forward.

Look, we’ve already now had three debates.
We’ve had a year of campaigning. We have had
way too many TV commercials. I feel bad for
the State of Ohio; you’ve had a lot of commer-
cials. [Laughter] You’ve now heard Governor
Romney’s sales pitch.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, no, no. Don’t boo——
Audience members. Vote!
The President. Vote.
But Governor Romney has been running

around saying he’s got a five-point plan to fix
the economy. Turns out, it’s only a one-point
plan: Folks at the very top get to play by a dif-
ferent set of rules than you do. They get to pay
a lower tax rate, outsource more jobs, let Wall
Street run wild again. It was the philosophy he
had when he was in the private sector. It was
the philosophy he had as a Governor in Massa-
chusetts. And if it sounds familiar, it’s because
we just tried that philosophy in the decade be-
fore I took office. And we know what hap-
pened. It didn’t work.

Jobs were being shipped overseas at a re-
cord pace. Incomes were falling. Record defi-
cits, the slowest job growth in half a century.
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