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principles of peace that will make the world a
safer place and make people in this country
more confident that their future is secure.

I also to want to make sure that we get this
economy going. And there are two very differ-
ent paths the country can take. One is a path
represented by the President, which, at the
end of 4 years, would mean we’d have $20 tril-
lion in debt, heading towards Greece. I’ll get
us on track to a balanced budget.

The President’s path will mean continuing de-
clining in take-home pay. I want to make sure our
take-home pay turns around and starts to grow.
The President’s path means 20 million people out
of work, struggling for a good job. I’ll get people
back to work with 12 million new jobs.

I’m going to make sure that we get people
off of food stamps, not by cutting the program,
but by getting them good jobs. America is go-
ing to come back, and for that to happen, we’re
going to have to have a President who can work
across the aisle.

I was in a State where my legislature was 87-
percent Democrat. I learned how to get along
on the other side of the aisle. We’ve got to do
that in Washington. Washington is broken. I
know what it takes to get this country back, and
we’ll work with good Democrats and good Re-
publicans to do that.

This Nation is the hope of the Earth. We’ve
been blessed by having a nation that’s free and
prosperous thanks to the contributions of the
greatest generation. They’ve held a torch for
the world to see, a torch of freedom and hope
and opportunity. Now it’s our turn to take that
torch. I’m convinced we’ll do it.

We need strong leadership. I’d like to be
that leader, with your support. I’ll work with
you. I’ll lead you in an open and honest way.
And I ask for your vote. I’d like to be the next
President of the United States to support and
help this great Nation, and to make sure that

we all together maintain America as the hope
of the Earth. Thank you so much.

Mr. Schieffer. Gentlemen, thank you both so
much. That brings an end to this year’s de-
bates. And we want to thank Lynn University
and its students for having us. As I always do at
the end of these debates, I leave you with the
words of my mom, who said, go vote. [Laugh-
ter] It makes you feel big and strong.

The President. That’s great.
Mr. Schieffer. Good night.

NOTE: The debate began at 9:01 p.m. at Lynn
University. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to President Bashar al-Asad of Syria; for-
mer President George W. Bush and Vice Presi-
dent Richard B. Cheney; Payton Wall, whose
father Glen Wall was killed in the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks; and Spc. Nicholas
Colgin, USA, 82d Airborne Division. Gov.
Romney referred to President Muhammad
Mursi of Egypt; President Vladimir Vladimirov-
ich Putin of Russia; former Secretary-General
Kofi A. Annan of the United Nations, in his for-
mer capacity as Joint U.N.-Arab League Spe-
cial Envoy for Syria; former President Mo-
hamed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt; President
Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; President Hu-
go Chavez Frias of Venezuela; President Raul
Modesto Castro Ruz of Cuba; Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel; and his wife
Ann. He also referred to the Nunn-Lugar Co-
operative Threat Reduction (CTR) program,
established by Congress to secure and disman-
tle weapons of mass destruction and their asso-
ciated infrastructure in former Soviet Union
states. Mr. Schieffer referred to Gen. John R.
Allen, USMC, commander, NATO Interna-
tional Security Assistance Force, Afghanistan;
and Pakistani physician and alleged Central In-
telligence Agency informant Shakil Afridi.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Delray Beach, Florida
October 23, 2012

The President. Hello, Florida! Are you fired
up? Are you ready to go? I am fired up right
now! It is good to be in Florida.

Give it up for Congressman Ted Deutch,
who’s here. Your mayor, Nelson McDuffie, is
here. State Senator Maria Sachs. A great
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candidate for Congress, Lois Frankel. And my
friend and your former Governor, Charlie
Crist, is here.

And I want everybody to give a huge round
of applause to Scott for that introduction.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. You guys really
are fired up!

Now, I was mentioning Scott. Every time I
need a pick-me-up I try to see Scott. [Laugh-
ter] In addition to some outstanding pizza. And
Scott and Charlie Crist, they remind us that
the values we’re fighting for, they’re not Dem-
ocratic values, they’re not Republican values,
they are American values. And that’s what this
election is all about.

Now, 2 weeks from today, Americans in all
50 States will step into the voting booth. But
here in Florida, you get to start voting on Sat-
urday. And as Scott just told you, if you need to
know where to vote, you go to vote.baracko-
bama.com. But I need you to vote, because
you’ve got a very big choice to make. It’s not
just a choice between two candidates or two
parties. It is a choice between two very differ-
ent visions for this country that we love.

Now, last night we had our third and last de-
bate. And I hope that during the debate I
made those differences very clear. Because the
greatest responsibility I have as President is to
keep the American people safe. That’s why I
ended the war in Iraq, so we could go after the
terrorists who actually attacked us on 9/11.
That’s why we decimated Al Qaida’s core lead-
ership and brought Usama bin Laden the jus-
tice he deserved. That’s why we’re ending the
war in Afghanistan, because after a decade of
war, it’s time to do some nation-building here
at home.

In a world of new threats and profound chal-
lenges, America needs leadership that is strong
and is steady. Governor Romney’s foreign poli-
cy has been wrong and reckless. Last night he
was all over the map. Did you notice that?
During the debate, he said he didn’t want
more troops in Iraq, but he was caught on vid-
eo saying it was unthinkable not to leave

20,000 troops in Iraq, troops that would still be
there today.

Last night he claimed to support my plan to
end the war in Afghanistan. I’m glad he sup-
ports it. But he’s opposed a timeline that would
actually bring our troops home. Early in this
campaign, he said he’d do the opposite of
whatever I did in Israel, but last night I re-
minded him that cooperation with Israel has
never been stronger.

Last night he said he always supported tak-
ing out Usama bin Laden, but in 2007, he said
it wasn’t worth moving heaven and earth to
catch one man.

Now, we’ve come up with a name for this
condition. It’s called Romnesia.

Audience members. Romnesia! Romnesia!
Romnesia!

The President. We had a severe outbreak
last night. It was at least stage-three Romnesia.
[Laughter] And I just want to go over with you
some of the symptoms, Delray, because I want
to make sure nobody in the surrounding area
catches it. [Laughter] If you say that you love
American cars during a debate, but you wrote
an article titled “Let Detroit Go Bankrupt,”
you might have Romnesia.

If you talk about how much you love teach-
ers during a debate, but said just a few weeks
ago that we shouldn’t hire any more because
they won’t grow the economy, what do you
have?

Audience members. Romnesia!
The President. I’ll bet you’ve got some Rom-

nesia. If you say you love Medicare—and by
the way, there’s a theme here—he keeps on
loving stuff and then wants to end it or cut it or
not help it. But if you say that you love Medi-
care, but your plan turns it into a voucher that
ends the guaranteed benefit of Medicare, you
definitely have Romnesia.

So I mean, we’re breaking down the symp-
toms here. If you’ve come down with a case of
Romnesia, if you can’t seem to remember the
policies on your website or the promises that
you’ve been making over the 6 years that
you’ve been running for President, if you can’t
even remember what you said last week, don’t
worry, Obamacare covers preexisting condi-
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tions. We can fix you up. We can cure this dis-
ease. There’s a cure!

I mean, listen, let me just say this. In all seri-
ousness, I mean, we’re accustomed to seeing
politicians change their positions from 4 years
ago. We are not accustomed to seeing politi-
cians change their position from 4 days ago.
[Laughter]

I mean—and we joke about Romnesia, but
you know what, this is actually something im-
portant: This is about trust. There’s no more
serious issue in a Presidential campaign than
trust. The person who leads this country,
you’ve got to have some confidence that he or
she means what he or she says, that if they tell
you they’re going to do something or that this
is what they believe, that they’re going to actu-
ally try to do it.

It doesn’t mean that every candidate is going
to get everything done all at once perfectly, but
you want somebody to be able to look you in
the eye and say, here’s what I believe. Here’s
what I stand for. Here’s what I’ll fight for.
Here’s what I care about. Here’s who I’m go-
ing to be looking out for in the debates in
Washington.

But part of the reason I think this is hard for
Governor Romney to do is his job plan doesn’t
really create jobs. His deficit plan doesn’t re-
duce the deficit; it adds to it. His foreign policy
is from the 1980s. His social policy is from the
1950s. His economic policies are from the
1920s. So everything he’s doing right now is to
hide his real positions and try to win this elec-
tion.

He wants to just spend all his time and focus
on telling people what he thinks is wrong with
America. I mean, if you notice, in his debates,
in his speeches, he is really excellent at listing
all the things that are wrong. He can just go
over it verbatim, just boom, boom, boom—
PowerPoint presentation. But you know what,
that’s not leadership that you can trust.

And, Florida, you know me. You can trust
that I say what I mean, and I mean what I say.
And yes, we’ve been through tough times. But
you’ve never seen me quit.

Audience members. No!
The President. And there’s no quit in America.

Audience members. No!
The President. So for over the last 4 years,

we’ve been making real progress, fighting our
way back from these policies that failed Ameri-
ca. Our businesses have now added more than
5 million new jobs over the past 2½ years. Un-
employment has fallen to its lowest level since
I took office. Home values are rising. The stock
market has nearly doubled. Our assembly lines
are getting back to work. And our heroes are
coming home.

I promised to cut taxes for middle class fam-
ilies, and I did, by $3,600. I promised to cut
taxes for small-business owners like Scott, and
we have 18 times. I promised we would fix the
financial situation that was broken when I
came into office, but we got back every single
dime, with interest, that we used to rescue the
banks. We passed a law to end taxpayer-funded
Wall Street bailouts for good.

We repealed “don’t ask, don’t tell” so that
nobody is ever kicked out of the military be-
cause of who they love.

When the heartbeat of American manufac-
turing was flatlining, we said thanks, Governor,
I know you’ve got all this private sector experi-
ence, but your advice isn’t going to work this
time. And today, the American auto industry’s
engines are roaring at full throttle again.

I said that I would make sure that nobody in
America goes bankrupt when they get sick, and
we delivered on that promise. I said I’d make
college more affordable for our young people,
and we delivered on that promise. I do what I
say. You’ve seen me.

We’re not yet where we need to be, but
we’ve made real progress. And now we need to
build on that progress. And, Florida, that’s why
I’m running for a second term as President of
the United States of America. That’s why I’m
running.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, in this campaign, I’ve
laid out a plan for jobs and middle class securi-
ty. And unlike Mitt Romney, I’m actually
proud to talk about what’s in it—[laughter]—
because my plan actually will move America
forward. And by the way, the math in my plan
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adds up. [Laughter] If we’ve got any math
teachers out there, you can go ahead and look
in this plan, and you’ll see that the numbers
work. I won’t be running the okeydoke on you.
[Laughter]

If you want to take a look at it, you check it
out at barackobama.com/plans. Share it with
your friends. Share is with your neighbors.
Share it with your coworkers. Folks who are
still not convinced, they can look right here
and find out what it is I intend to do in a sec-
ond term. There are still people out there who
are trying to make up their minds. Some of you
here may still be trying to make up your minds.
Maybe you just thought——

Audience members. No!
The President. No? Some people here might

have thought it was a concert going on or
something and wandered in by mistake.
[Laughter] Thought Scott was giving away free
pizza. So for those of you who are still making
up your minds—or your friends or your fami-
ly—I ask folks, compare my plan to Governor
Romney’s. See which plan is better for you and
for America’s future.

Now, let me just summarize it real quick.
First, my plan builds on our manufacturing
growth by ending tax breaks for companies that
are shipping jobs overseas. I want to reward
small businesses and manufacturers who are
creating jobs right here in the United States of
America.

Second, my plan will cut our oil imports in
half by 2020 so we control more of our own en-
ergy here in America. And by the way, today
we are less dependent on foreign oil than any
time in 20 years. And one reason is because we
increased fuel efficiency standards on cars and
trucks so that they will go twice as far on a gal-
lon of gas. And we need to build on that prog-
ress, not just by producing more oil and gas,
but by investing in clean energy technology
that’s creating jobs here in Florida and all
across America.

Number three——
Audience members. We love you!
The President. I love you back. But I’ve got

this plan I want to talk about, so—I do.

Number three, my plan will make it a na-
tional mission to educate our kids and train our
workers so that they can compete better than
anybody in the world. I want to recruit 100,000
new math and science teachers over the next
decade. I want to train 2 million workers at our
community colleges with the skills that busi-
nesses are looking for right now. I want to work
with colleges and universities to keep down the
growth in tuition costs because I want every
young person to be able to get the higher edu-
cation that they’re willing to work for.

Number four, my plan is going to cut the
deficit by $4 trillion. Remember, I said the
numbers actually add up. We’re going to do it
in a balanced way by cutting spending we don’t
need, but by also asking the wealthiest Ameri-
cans to pay a little bit more so we can invest in
research, invest in technology, those things
that keep new jobs and businesses coming to
America.

And I will not, in our pursuit of reducing the
deficit, turn Medicare into a voucher because
no American should spend their golden years
at the mercy of insurance companies. That’s
not what Medicare is about.

And finally, my plan will use the savings
from ending the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
to put our people back to work doing some na-
tion-building here at home, repairing roads,
fixing bridges, building schools all across
America. And when our veterans come home,
we will serve them as well as they’ve served us
and make sure that they are out there getting
the jobs that are going to help build America.

By the way, I just want to point out, in the
same way that Governor Romney didn’t men-
tion the Afghan war or our troops in his con-
vention speech, Governor Romney didn’t even
mention our veterans last night.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, vote.
He didn’t say a word about it. Now, he may

write off half the country as victims behind
closed doors, but the men and women and
their families who have served this country so
bravely, they deserve better from somebody
who’s applying to be Commander in Chief. It
is my greatest honor serving as their Com-
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mander in Chief, and I will fight for our troops
and our veterans every single day.

So that’s the plan we need, Florida. That’s
how you build a strong, sustainable economy
that has good middle class jobs to offer. That’s
how you make sure that you’ve got increased
take-home pay. That’s how you make sure that
businesses are taking root all across Florida
and all across America.

And now it’s up to you to choose the path we
take from here. Starting on Saturday, Florida,
you can choose the top-down policies that got
us into this mess, or you can choose the policies
we’re using to get us out of this mess. You can
choose a foreign policy that’s reckless and
wrong, or you can choose one that is steady and
strong. You can choose to turn back the clock 50
years for immigrants and gays and women, or in
this election, you can decide we will remain an
inclusive, generous country where no matter
who you are or what you look like or where you
come from or who you love, you can make it if
you try. You’ve got a place in the American fam-
ily. That’s what’s at stake right now.

We can go back, or we can choose to move
forward, to focus on the challenges and oppor-

tunities of the 21st century, to work together as
one Nation, as one people, to make it another
American century.

That’s the kind of President I’ve been,
Florida. That’s the kind of President I intend
to be. I’m asking for your vote. I’m asking for
your help. I believe in you, and I’m asking you
to believe in me. And if you stand with me
and work with me and knock on some doors
with me and make some phone calls with me,
if you do that, we will win Palm Beach County
again. We’ll win Florida again. We’ll finish
what we started. We will win this election.
And we’ll remind the world why the United
States of America is the greatest nation on
Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:27 a.m. at
the Delray Tennis Center. In his remarks, he
referred to former Mayor Lois J. Frankel of
West Palm Beach, FL; Scott Van Duzer, own-
er, Big Apple Pizza & Pasta Italian Restaurant
in Fort Pierce, FL; and Republican Presiden-
tial nominee W. Mitt Romney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Dayton, Ohio
October 23, 2012

The President. Hello, Ohio! Are you fired
up? Are you ready to go? I just want to make
sure. Are you fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Before we get started, I want

everybody to give a big round of applause to
Joe Biden!

Now, first of all, you need to know Joe
Biden is a man who is literally in love with a
teacher. He doesn’t just say, I love teachers,
he’s married to a teacher. But more important-
ly—I want everybody to understand this—I
could not ask for a better partner than my Vice
President Joe Biden. There’s nobody who
knows more about foreign policy than my Vice
President. There’s nobody who gives me better
advice than my Vice President. There’s nobody

who you’d rather have in a foxhole with you
when it matters most than my Vice President.
There’s nobody who cares more about the
middle class and fights harder for America
than my Vice President.

I could not do what I do without him having
my back every single day. So I want you to give
him another big round of applause.

Audience members. Joe! Joe! Joe!
The President. Joe! Joe! Joe!
Audience members. Joe! Joe! Joe!
The President. We’ve also got a great candi-

date for Congress; Sharen Neuhardt is here.
Give her a big round of applause.

Now, 2 weeks, Ohio. Two weeks. Two weeks
from today, Americans all across the country
will step into the voting booth. But here in
Ohio, you can vote early. Here in Ohio, you
can vote right after this event. If you want to
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