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we’ll remind the world why the United States
of America is the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:12 p.m. at
the Richard and Norma Small Multi-Sport

Center at Cornell College. In his remarks, he
referred to Rachel Cowell, student, Cornell
College; Republican Presidential nominee W.
Mitt Romney; and Edward W. Gillespie, senior
campaign adviser to Gov. Romney. He also re-
ferred to his mother-in-law Marian Robinson.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 17, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within the 90-day period prior to the anni-
versary date of its declaration, the President
publishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the emer-
gency is to continue in effect beyond the anni-
versary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent to the Federal Register for publica-
tion the enclosed notice stating that the emer-
gency declared with respect to significant nar-
cotics traffickers centered in Colombia is to
continue in effect beyond October 21, 2012.

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer-
gency have not been resolved. The actions of
significant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United States

and cause an extreme level of violence, corrup-
tion, and harm in the United States and
abroad. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to maintain economic pres-
sure on significant narcotics traffickers cen-
tered in Colombia by blocking their property
and interests in property that are in the United
States or within the possession or control of
United States persons and by depriving them
of access to the U.S. market and financial sys-
tem.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this letter. The notice
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Athens, Ohio
October 17, 2012

The President. Hello, Ohio! How’s it going,
Bobcats? Are you fired up? Are you ready to
go? Boy, this is a good crowd. It’s a big crowd
and a good-looking crowd. The weather is per-
fect. Who arranged the weather? 

Audience members. [Inaudible]
The President. Good job. [Laughter]
Can everybody please give a big round of

applause for Shannon for the great introduc-
tion? Please give a round of applause to my

great friend, your former Governor; Ted
Strickland is in the house. And your outstand-
ing mayor, Paul Wiehl, is here. And of course,
all of you are here. 

I came here today because I heard you’ve
got a pretty fun football team to watch. Unde-
feated, if I’m not mistaken. A shot at the MAC
Championship. Maybe a BCS bid. I just want
to point out that I was pushing for a playoff sys-
tem; we got a playoff system. One more
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