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I said that we would put in place health care
reform to make sure that insurance companies
can’t jerk you around and if you don’t have
health insurance, that you’d have a chance to
get affordable insurance, and I have. 

I committed that I would rein in the excess-
es of Wall Street, and we passed the toughest
Wall Street reforms since the 1930s. 

We’ve created 5 million jobs—gone from
800,000 jobs a month being lost—and we are
making progress. We saved an auto industry
that was on the brink of collapse. 

Now, does that mean you’re not struggling?
Absolutely not. A lot of us are. And that’s why
the plan that I’ve put forward for manufactur-
ing and education and reducing our deficit in a
sensible way, using the savings from ending
wars to rebuild America and putting people
back to work, making sure that we are control-
ling our own energy, but not just the energy of
today, but also the energy of the future—all
those things will make a difference. 

So the point is, the commitments I’ve made,
I’ve kept. And those that I haven’t been able to
keep, it’s not for lack of trying, and we’re going
to get it done in a second term. But you should
pay attention to this campaign, because Gover-
nor Romney has made some commitments as
well, and I suspect he’ll keep those too. When
Members of the Republican Congress say,
we’re going to sign a no-tax pledge so that we
don’t ask a dime from millionaires and billion-
aires to reduce our deficit so we can still invest
in education and helping kids go to college, he
said, me too. 

When they said, we’re going to cut Planned
Parenthood funding, he said, me too. When
they said, we’re going to repeal Obamacare—
the first thing I’m going to do, despite the fact
that it’s the same health care plan that he
passed in Massachusetts and is working well—
he said, me too. 

That is not the kind of leadership that you
need, but you should expect that those are
promises he’s going to keep. 

Ms. Crowley. Mr. President, let me let——
The President. And the choice in this elec-

tion is going to be, whose promises are going to
be more likely to help you in your life, make

sure your kids can go to college, make sure that
you are getting a good-paying job, making sure
that Medicare and Social Security will be there
for you?

Ms. Crowley. Mr. President, thank you. 
Governor.

National Economy/Unemployment Rate

Gov. Romney. I think you know better. I
think you know that these last 4 years haven’t
been so good as the President just described
and that you don’t feel like you’re confident
that the next 4 years are going to be much bet-
ter either. I can tell you that if you were to
elect President Obama, you know what you’re
going to get. You’re going to get a repeat of the
last 4 years. We just can’t afford 4 more years
like the last 4 years. 

He said that by now we’d have unemploy-
ment at 5.4 percent. The difference between
where it is and 5.4 percent is 9 million Ameri-
cans without work. I wasn’t the one that said
5.4 percent. This was the President’s plan;
didn’t get there. 

He said he would have by now put forward a
plan to reform Medicare and Social Security,
because he pointed out they’re on the road to
bankruptcy. He would reform them. He’d get
that done. He hasn’t even made a proposal on
either one. He said in his first year he’d put out
an immigration plan that would deal with our
immigration challenges; didn’t even file it. 

This is a President who has not been able to
do what he said he’d do. He said that he’d cut
in half the deficit. He hasn’t done that either;
in fact, he doubled it. He said that by now mid-
dle income families would have a reduction in
their health insurance premiums by $2,500 a
year. It’s gone up by 2,500 a year. And if
Obamacare is passed—or implemented, it’s al-
ready been passed—if it’s implemented fully, it
will be another 2,500 on top. 

The middle class is getting crushed under
the policies of a President who has not under-
stood what it takes to get the economy working
again. He keeps saying, look, I’ve created 5
million jobs. That’s after losing 5 million jobs.
The entire record is such that the unemploy-
ment has not been reduced in this country.
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The unemployment, the number of people
who are still looking for work, is still 23 million
Americans. There are more people in poverty:
one out of six people in poverty. 

How about food stamps? When he took of-
fice, 32 million people were on food stamps.
Today, 47 million people are on food stamps.
How about the growth of the economy? It’s
growing more slowly this year than last year
and more slowly last year than the year before.

The President wants to do well, I under-
stand. But the policies he’s put in place, from
Obamacare to Dodd-Frank to his tax policies
to his regulatory policies, these policies com-
bined have not let this economy take off and
grow like it could have. You might say, well,
you got an example of when it worked better?
Yes. In the Reagan recession, where unem-
ployment hit 10.8 percent, between that peri-
od—the end of that recession and the equiva-
lent period of time to today, Ronald Reagan’s
recovery created twice as many jobs as this
President’s recovery. 

Five million jobs doesn’t even keep up with
our population growth. And the only reason
the unemployment rate seems a little lower to-
day is because of all the people that have
dropped out of the workforce. 

The President has tried, but his policies ha-
ven’t worked. He’s great as a speaker and de-
scribing his plans and his vision. That’s won-
derful, except we have a record to look at. And
that record shows, he just hasn’t been able to
cut the deficit, to put in place reforms for
Medicare and Social Security to preserve
them, to get us the rising incomes we need.
Median incomes down $4,300 a family and 23
million Americans out of work, that’s what this
election is about. It’s about who can get the
middle class in this country a bright and pros-
perous future and assure our kids the kind of
hope and optimism they deserve.

Ms. Crowley. Governor, I want to move you
along. Don’t go away, and we’ll have plenty of
time to respond. We are quite aware of the
clock for both of you. But I want to bring in a
different subject here. Mr. President, I’ll be
right back with you. Lorraine Osario has a

question for you about a topic we have not
heard.

The President. This is for Governor Rom-
ney?

Ms. Crowley. Yes, this is for Governor Rom-
ney, and we’ll be right with you, Mr. President.
Thanks.

Gov. Romney. Is it Lorena?
Q. Lorraine.
Gov. Romney. Lorraine.
Q. Lorraine. Yes. How are you doing? Presi-

dent.
Gov. Romney. Good, thanks.

Immigration Reform/Illegal Immigration

Q. President. Romney: What do you plan on
doing with immigrants without their green
card that are currently living here as produc-
tive members of society?

Gov. Romney. Thank you, Lorraine. Did I
get that right? Good. Thank you for question.
And let me step back and tell you what I’d like
to do with our immigration policy broadly and
include an answer to your question. 

First of all, this is a nation of immigrants.
We welcome people coming to this country as
immigrants. My dad was born in Mexico of
American parents; Ann’s dad was born in
Wales and is a first-generation American. We
welcome legal immigrants into this country.

I want our legal system to work better. I
want it to be streamlined. I want it to be clear-
er. I don’t think you have to—shouldn’t have to
hire a lawyer to figure out how to get into this
country legally. I also think that we should give
visas to people—green cards, rather, to people
who graduate with skills that we need. People
around the world with accredited degrees in
science and math, get a green card stapled to
their diploma; come to the U.S. of A. We
should make sure that our legal system works. 

Number two, we’re going to have to stop il-
legal immigration. There are 4 million people
who are waiting in line to get here legally.
Those who’ve come here illegally take their
place. So I will not grant amnesty to those
who’ve come here illegally. What I will do is,
I’ll put in place an employment verification
system and make sure that employers that hire
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people who have come here illegally are sanc-
tioned for doing so. I won’t put in place mag-
nets for people coming here illegally. So, for
instance, I would not give driver’s licenses to
those that have come here illegally, as the
President would. 

The kids of those that came here illegally,
those kids I think should have a pathway to be-
come a permanent resident of the United
States. And military service, for instance, is one
way they would have that kind of pathway to
become a permanent resident.

Now, when the President ran for office, he
said that he’d put in place in his first year a
piece of legislation—he’d file a bill in his first
year—that would reform our immigration sys-
tem—protect legal immigration, stop illegal
immigration. He didn’t do it. He had a Demo-
crat House and Democrat Senate, supermajor-
ity in both Houses. Why did he fail to even
promote legislation that would have provided
an answer for those that want to come here le-
gally and for those that are here illegally today?
That’s a question I think the President will
have a chance to answer to answer right now.

Immigration Reform/Illegal Immigration

The President. Good, I look forward to it.
Was it Lorena? Lorraine. We are a nation of
immigrants. I mean, we’re just a few miles
away from Ellis Island. We all understand what
this country has become because talent from
all around the world wants to come here: peo-
ple who are willing to take risks; people who
want to build on their dreams and make sure
their kids have even bigger dreams than they
have. 

But we’re also a nation of laws. So what I’ve
said is, we need to fix a broken immigration
system. And I’ve done everything that I can on
my own and sought cooperation from Congress
to make sure that we fixed the system. 

First thing we did was to streamline the le-
gal immigration system to reduce the backlog,
make it easier, simpler, and cheaper for people
who are waiting in line, obeying the law, to
make sure that they can come here and
contribute to our country. And that’s good for
our economic growth. They’ll start new busi-

nesses. They’ll make things happen that create
jobs here in the United States. 

Number two, we do have to deal with our
border, so we’ve put more Border Patrol on
than any time in history, and the flow of undoc-
umented workers across the border is actually
lower than it’s been in 40 years.

What I’ve also said is, if we’re going to go af-
ter folks who are here illegally, we should do it
smartly and go after folks who are criminals,
gangbangers, people who are hurting the com-
munity, not after students, not after folks who
are here just because they’re trying to figure
out how to feed their families. And that’s what
we’ve done. 

And what I’ve also said is, for young people
who come here, brought here oftentimes by
their parents, have gone to school here,
pledged allegiance to the flag, think of this as
their country, understand themselves as Amer-
icans in every way except having papers, then
we should make sure that we give them a path-
way to citizenship. And that’s what I’ve done
administratively. 

Now, Governor Romney just said that he
wants to help those young people too. But dur-
ing the Republican primary he said, I will veto
the “DREAM Act” that would allow these
young people to have access. His main strategy
during the Republican primary was to say,
we’re going to encourage self-deportation:
making life so miserable on folks that they’ll
leave. 

He called the Arizona law a model for the
Nation. Part of the Arizona law said that law
enforcement officers could stop folks because
they suspected, maybe they looked like they
might be undocumented workers and check
their papers. And you know what? If my
daughter or yours looks to somebody like
they’re not a citizen, I don’t want to empower
somebody like that. 

So we can fix this system in a comprehensive
way. And when Governor Romney says the
challenge is, well, Obama didn’t try, that’s not
true. I sat down with Democrats and Republi-
cans at the beginning of my term, and I said,
let’s fix this system, including Senators previ-
ously who had supported it on the Republican
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side. But it’s very hard for Republicans in Con-
gress to support comprehensive immigration
reform if their standard bearer has said that,
this is not something I’m interested in support-
ing.

Arizona’s Illegal Immigrant Enforcement Legis-
lation/Immigration Reform/Investment in For-
eign Firms

Ms. Crowley. Let me get the Governor in
here, Mr. President. Let’s speak to, if you
could, Governor——

Gov. Romney. Let’s——
Ms. Crowley. ——the idea of self-deporta-

tion.
Gov. Romney. No, let me go back and speak

to the points that the President made, and let’s
get them correct. I did not say that the Arizona
law was a model for the Nation in that aspect. I
said that the E-Verify portion of the Arizona
law, which is the portion of the law which says
that employers could be able to determine
whether someone is here illegally or not illegal-
ly, that that was a model for the Nation. That’s
number one. 

Number two, I asked the President a ques-
tion, I think, Hispanics and immigrants all over
the nation have asked. He was asked this on
Univision the other day. Why, when you said
you’d file legislation in your first year, didn’t
you do it? And he didn’t answer. He doesn’t
answer that question. He said the standard
bearer wasn’t for it. I’m glad you thought I was
a standard bearer 4 years ago, but I wasn’t.
Four years ago, you said in your first year, you
would file legislation. In his first year, I was
just getting—licking my wounds from having
been beaten by John McCain, all right. I was
not the standard bearer. My view is that this
President should have honored his promise to
do as he said.

Now, let me mention one other thing, and
that is self-deportation says, let people make
their own choice. What I was saying is we’re
not going to round up 12 million people, un-
documented illegals, and take them out of the
Nation. Instead, let people make their own
choice. And if they find that they can’t get the
benefits here that they want and they can’t find

the job they want, then they’ll make a decision
to go a place where they have better opportu-
nities.

But I’m not in favor of rounding up people
and taking them out of this country. I am in fa-
vor, as the President has said—and I agree
with him—which is that if people have com-
mitted crimes, we’ve got to get them out of this
country.

Let me mention something else the Presi-
dent said. It was a moment ago, and I didn’t
get a chance to—when he was describing Chi-
nese investments and so forth——

The President. Candy, hold on a second. At
some point, we’ll pick that up.

Gov. Romney. Mr. President, I’m still speak-
ing.

Ms. Crowley. I’m sorry——
Gov. Romney. Mr. President, why don’t you

let me finish——
The President. Governor Romney, I’m used

to being interrupted. I need to make sure——
Gov. Romney. I’m going to continue. I’m

going to continue. The President made——
Ms. Crowley. Go ahead and finish, Gover-

nor Romney. Governor Romney, if you could
make it short. See all these people, they’ve
been waiting for you. Could you make it short
and then——

Gov. Romney. Yes, just going to make a
point. Any investments I have over the last 8
years have been managed by a blind trust. And
I understand they do include investments out-
side the United States, including in Chinese
companies.

Mr. President, have you looked at your pen-
sion?

The President. Candy——
Gov. Romney. Have you looked at your pen-

sion?
The President. Candy, I’ve got to say, I

mean——
Gov. Romney. Mr. President, have you

looked at your pension?
The President. You know, I don’t look at my

pension. It’s not as big as yours, so it doesn’t
take as long. [Laughter]

Gov. Romney. Let me give you some advice.
The President. I don’t check it that often. 



Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / Oct. 16

1577

Gov. Romney. Look at your pension. You al-
so have investments in Chinese companies.
You also have investments outside the United
States. You also have investments through a
Cayman’s trust.

Ms. Crowley. We are sort of way off topic
here, Governor Romney.

The President. All right. Candy, we’re a little
off topic here. 

Ms. Crowley. We are completely off immi-
gration.

The President. Come on. I thought we were
talking about immigration. 

Ms. Crowley. And we’ve—quickly, Mr.
President——

The President. I do want to make sure——
Ms. Crowley. If I could have you sit down,

Governor Romney. Thank you.

Arizona’s Illegal Immigrant Enforcement Leg-
islation/Immigration Reform

The President. I do want to make sure that
we just understand something. Governor Rom-
ney says he wasn’t referring to Arizona as a
model for the Nation. His top adviser on immi-
gration is the guy who designed the Arizona
law, the entirety of it. Not E-Verify, the whole
thing. That’s his policy. And it’s a bad policy.
And it won’t help us grow.

Look, when we think about immigration, we
have to understand, there are folks all around
the world who still see America as the land of
promise. And they provide us energy, and they
provide us innovation. And they start compa-
nies like Intel and Google, and we want to en-
courage that.

Now, we’ve got to make sure that we do it in
a smart way, in a comprehensive way, and we
make the legal system better. But when we
make this into a divisive political issue and
when we don’t have bipartisan support—I can
deliver, Governor, a whole bunch of Demo-
crats to get comprehensive immigration re-
form done, and we can’t——

Gov. Romney. I’ll get it done.
The President. We can’t——
Gov. Romney. I’ll get it done the first year
The President. We can’t—we have not seen

Republicans serious about this issue at all.

Ms. Crowley. Mr. President, let me move
you on here, please. Mr. President——

The President. And it’s time for them to get
serious on it.

Ms. Crowley. Don’t go away, though.
The President. This used to be a bipartisan

issue.
Ms. Crowley. Right. Don’t go away, be-

cause——
The President. I’m here. [Laughter]
Ms. Crowley. ——I want you to talk to Ker-

ry Ladka, who has a—wants to switch a topic
for us.

The President. Okay. Hi, Kara.
Q. Good evening, Mr. President.
The President. I’m sorry, what’s your name?
Q. It’s Kerry. Kerry Ladka.
The President. Great to see you here.

Attack on U.S. Mission in Benghazi, Libya/Ter-
rorism

Q. This question actually comes from a
brain trust of my friends at Global Telecom
Supply in Mineola yesterday. We were sitting
around talking about Libya, and we were read-
ing and became aware of reports that the State
Department refused extra security for our Em-
bassy in Benghazi, Libya, prior to the attacks
that killed four Americans. Who was it that de-
nied enhanced security and why?

The President. Well, let me, first of all, talk
about our diplomats, because they serve all
around the world and do an incredible job in a
very dangerous situation. And these aren’t just
representatives of the United States, they’re
my representatives. I send them there, often-
times into harm’s way. I know these folks, and
I know their families. So nobody is more con-
cerned about their safety and security than I
am.

So as soon as we found out that the Beng-
hazi consulate was being overrun, I was on the
phone with my national security team, and I
gave them three instructions. Number one,
beef up our security and procedures not just in
Libya, but in every Embassy and consulate in
the region. Number two, investigate exactly
what happened, regardless of where the facts
lead us, to make sure that folks are held
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accountable and it doesn’t happen again. And
number three, we are going to find out who
did this, and we are going to hunt them down,
because one of the things that I’ve said
throughout my Presidency is when folks mess
with Americans, we go after them.

Now, Governor Romney had a very differ-
ent response. While we were still dealing with
our diplomats being threatened, Governor
Romney put out a press release, trying to make
political points. And that’s not how a Com-
mander in Chief operates. You don’t turn na-
tional security into a political issue, certainly
not right when it’s happening.

And people—not everybody agrees with
some of the decisions I’ve made, but when it
comes to our national security, I mean what I
say. I said I’d end the war in Libya—in Iraq,
and I did. I said that we’d go after Al Qaida and
bin Laden; we have. I said we’d transition out
of Afghanistan and start making sure that Af-
ghans are responsible for their own security.
That’s what I’m doing.

And when it comes to this issue, when I say
that we are going to find out exactly what hap-
pened, everybody will be held accountable—
and I am ultimately responsible for what’s tak-
ing place there, because these are my folks,
and I’m the one who has to greet those coffins
when they come home—you know that I mean
what I say.

Ms. Crowley. Mr. President, I’ve got to
move us along.

Governor.

Attack on U.S. Mission in Benghazi, Libya/Na-
tional Security

Gov. Romney. Thank you, Kerry, for your
question. It’s an important one, and I think the
President just said correctly that the buck does
stop at his desk, and he takes responsibility for
that: for the failure in providing those security
resources. And those terrible things may well
happen from time to time. I feel very deeply
sympathetic for the families of those who lost
loved ones. And today there’s a memorial ser-
vice for one of those that was lost in this trage-
dy. We think of their families and care for
them deeply.

There were other issues associated with this
tragedy. There were many days that passed be-
fore we knew whether this was a spontaneous
demonstration or actually whether it was a ter-
rorist attack. And there was no demonstration
involved. It was a terrorist attack. And it took a
long time for that to be told to the American
people.

Whether there was some misleading or, in-
stead, whether we just didn’t know what hap-
pened, I think you have to ask yourself, why
didn’t we know 5 days later when the Ambassa-
dor to the United Nations went on TV to say
that this was a demonstration? How could we
have not known?

But I find more troubling than this that on
the day following the assassination of the Unit-
ed States Ambassador—the first time that’s
happened since 1979—when we have four
Americans killed there, when apparently we
didn’t know what happened, that the Presi-
dent, the day after that happened, flies to Las
Vegas for a political fundraiser, then the next
day to Colorado for another event, another po-
litical event. I think these actions taken by a
President and a leader have symbolic signifi-
cance and perhaps even material significance
in that you’d hope that during that time we
could call in the people who were actually eye-
witnesses. We’ve read their accounts now
about what happened. It was very clear, this
was not a demonstration, this was an attack by
terrorists.

And this calls into question the President’s
whole policy in the Middle East. Look what’s
happening in Syria, in Egypt, now in Libya.
Consider the distance between ourselves and
Israel. The President said that he was going to
put daylight between us and Israel. We have
Iran 4 years closer to a nuclear bomb.

Syria: Syria is not just the tragedy of 30,000
civilians being killed by a military, but also a
strategically significant player for America. The
President’s policies throughout the Middle
East began with an apology tour, and pursue a
strategy of leading from behind. And this strat-
egy is unraveling before our very eyes.

Ms. Crowley. Because we’re closing in, I
want to still get a lot of people in. I want to ask
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you something, Mr. President, and then have
the Governor just quickly. Your Secretary of
State, as I’m sure you know, has said that she
takes full responsibility for the attack on the
diplomatic mission in Benghazi. Does the buck
stop with your Secretary of State, as far as what
went on here?

Attack on U.S. Mission in Benghazi, Libya/The
President’s Remarks of September 12

The President. Secretary Clinton has done
an extraordinary job, but she works for me. I’m
the President, and I’m always responsible. And
that’s why nobody is more interested in finding
out exactly what happened than I do.

The day after the attack, Governor, I stood
in the Rose Garden, and I told the American
people and the world that we are going to find
out exactly what happened, that this was an act
of terror, and I also said that we’re going to
hunt down those who committed this crime.
And then, a few days later, I was there greeting
the caskets coming into Andrews Air Force
Base and grieving with the families.

And the suggestion that anybody in my
team—whether the Secretary of State, our
U.N. Ambassador, anybody on my team—
would play politics or mislead when we’ve lost
four of our own, Governor, is offensive. That’s
not what we do. That’s not what I do as
President. That’s not what I do as Commander
in Chief.

Ms. Crowley. Governor, if you want to reply
just quickly to this please.

Attack on U.S. Mission in Benghazi, Libya/The
President’s Remarks of September 12

Gov. Romney. Yes, I certainly do. I certainly
do. I think it’s interesting the President just
said something, which is that on the day after
the attack, he went in the Rose Garden and
said that this was an act of terror.

The President. That’s what I said.
Gov. Romney. You said in the Rose Garden

the day after the attack it was an act of terror?
It was not a spontaneous demonstration?

The President. Please proceed.
Gov. Romney. Is that what you’re saying?

The President. Please proceed, Governor.
Gov. Romney. I want to make sure we get

that for the record, because it took the Presi-
dent 14 days before he called the attack in
Benghazi an act of terror.

The President. Get the transcript.
Ms. Crowley. He did, in fact, sir. So let

me—call it an act of terror in the Rose Garden.
He used the word——

The President. Can you say that a little loud-
er, Candy?

Ms. Crowley. He did call it an act of terror.
It did, as well, take 2 weeks or so for the whole
idea of there being a riot out there about this
tape to come out. You are correct about that.

Gov. Romney. The administration indicated
that this was a reaction to a video and was a
spontaneous reaction.

Ms. Crowley. They did.
Gov. Romney. It took them a long time to

say this was a terrorist act by a terrorist group.
And to suggest—am I incorrect in that regard?
On Sunday, the—your Secretary——

The President. Candy?
Gov. Romney. ——excuse me, the Ambas-

sador to the United Nations went on the Sun-
day television shows and spoke about how this
was a spontaneous reaction.

The President. Candy, I’m happy to have a
longer conversation about foreign policy.

Ms. Crowley. Mr. President, let me—I
know you—absolutely. But I want to move you
on.

The President. Okay, I’m happy to do that
too.

Ms. Crowley. And also, people can go to the
transcripts and——

The President. I just want to make sure
that——

Ms. Crowley. ——figure out what was said
and when.

The President. ——all these wonderful folks
are going to have a chance to get some of their
questions answered.

Ms. Crowley. Because what I want to do,
Mr. President, stand there for a second, be-
cause I want to introduce you to Nina Gonza-
lez, who brought up a question that we hear a
lot both over the Internet and from this crowd.
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Second Amendment Rights/Gun Control/Re-
ducing Community Violence 

Q. President Obama, during the Democrat-
ic National Convention in 2008, you stated you
wanted to keep AK–47s out of the hands of
criminals. What has your administration done
or plan to do to limit the availability of assault
weapons?

The President. We’re a nation that believes
in the Second Amendment, and I believe in
the Second Amendment. We’ve got a long tra-
dition of hunting and sportsmen and people
who want to make sure they can protect them-
selves.

But there have been too many instances
during the course of my Presidency where I’ve
had to comfort families who have lost some-
body, most recently, out in Aurora. Just a cou-
ple of weeks ago—actually probably about a
month—I saw a mother who I had met at the
bedside of her son who had been shot in that
theater. And her son had been shot through
the head. And we spent some time, and we
said a prayer. And remarkably, about 2 months
later, this young man and his mom showed up,
and he looked unbelievable, good as new. But
there were a lot of families who didn’t have
that good fortune and whose sons or daughters
or husbands didn’t survive.

So my belief is that, A, we have to enforce
the laws we’ve already got, make sure that
we’re keeping guns out of the hands of crimi-
nals, those who are mentally ill. We’ve done a
much better job in terms of background
checks, but we’ve got more to do when it
comes to enforcement.

But I also share your belief that weapons
that were designed for soldiers in war theaters
don’t belong on our streets. And so what I’m
trying to do is to get a broader conversation
about how do we reduce the violence general-
ly. Part of it is seeing if we can get an assault
weapons ban reintroduced, but part of it is also
looking at other sources of the violence. Be-
cause, frankly, in my hometown of Chicago,
there’s an awful lot of violence, and they’re not
using AK–47s, they’re using cheap handguns.

And so what can we do to intervene, to make
sure that young people have opportunity; that
our schools are working; that if there’s violence
on the streets, that working with faith groups
and law enforcement, we can catch it before it
gets out of control?

And so what I want is a comprehensive strat-
egy. Part of it is seeing if we can get automatic
weapons that kill folks in amazing numbers out
of the hands of criminals and the mentally ill.
But part of it is also going deeper and seeing if
we can get into these communities and making
sure we catch violent impulses before they oc-
cur.

Ms. Crowley. Governor Romney, the ques-
tion is about assault weapons, AK–47s.

Gun Control/Reducing Community Violence/Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives Fast and Furious Program

Gov. Romney. Yes, I’m not in favor of new
pieces of legislation on guns and taking guns
away or making certain guns illegal. We, of
course, don’t want to have automatic weapons,
and that’s already illegal in this country to have
automatic weapons.

What I believe is, we have to do, as the Pres-
ident mentioned towards the end of his re-
marks there, which is to make enormous ef-
forts to enforce the gun laws that we have and
to change the culture of violence we have. And
you ask, how are we going to do that? And
there are a number of things. He mentioned
good schools. I totally agree. We were able to
drive our schools to be number one in the Na-
tion in my State, and I believe if we do a better
job in education, we’ll give people the hope
and opportunity they deserve and perhaps less
violence from that.

But let me mention another thing, and that
is parents. We need moms and dads helping
raise kids. Wherever possible, the benefit of
having two parents in the home—and that’s
not always possible, a lot of great single moms,
single dads—but gosh, to tell our kids that be-
fore they have babies, they ought to think
about getting married to someone, that’s a
great idea, because if there’s a two-parent fam-
ily, the prospect of living in poverty goes down
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dramatically. The opportunities that the child
will be able to achieve increase dramatically.
So we can make changes in the way our culture
works to help bring people away from violence
and give them opportunity and bring them in
the American system.

The greatest failure we’ve had with regards
to gun violence in some respects is what is
known as Fast and Furious, which was a pro-
gram under this administration. And how it
worked exactly, I think we don’t know precise-
ly, but where thousands of automatic and
AK–47-type weapons were given to people that
ultimately gave them to drug lords; they used
those weapons against their own citizens and
killed Americans with them. And this was a
program of the Government. For what pur-
pose it was put in place, I can’t imagine. But
it’s one of the great tragedies related to vio-
lence in our society which has occurred during
this administration, which I think the Ameri-
can people would like to understand fully.

It’s been investigated to a degree, but the
administration has carried out executive privi-
lege to prevent all the information from com-
ing out. I’d like to understand who it was that
did this, what the idea was behind it, why it led
to the violence. Thousands of guns going to
Mexico——

The President. Candy.
Gov. Romney. ——drug lords——

Gun Control/Bipartisanship

Ms. Crowley. Governor, Governor, if I
could, the question was about these assault
weapons that once were banned and are no
longer banned. I know that you signed an as-
sault weapons ban when you were in Massa-
chusetts. Obviously, with this question, you no
longer do support that. Why is that? Given the
kind of violence that we see, sometimes with
these mass killings, why is that, that you’ve
changed your mind?

Gov. Romney. Well, Candy, actually, in my
State, the pro-gun folks and the anti-gun folks
came together and put together a piece of leg-
islation. And it’s referred to as an assault weap-
on ban, but it had, at the signing of the bill,
both the pro-gun and the anti-gun people

came together because it provided opportuni-
ties for both that both wanted. There were
hunting opportunities, for instance, that hadn’t
previously been available and so forth. So it
was a mutually agreed-upon piece of legisla-
tion.

That’s what we need more of, Candy. What
we have right now in Washington is a place
that’s gridlocked.

Ms. Crowley. So if I could—if you could get
people to agree to it, you’d be for it?

The President. Candy.
Gov. Romney. We haven’t had the leader-

ship in Washington to work at a bipartisan ba-
sis. I was able to do that in my State and bring
these two together.

The President. Candy.
Ms. Crowley. Go ahead, Mr. President.

Gun Control/Reducing Community Violence/Ed-
ucation

The President. First of all, I think Governor
Romney was for an assault weapons ban before
he was against it. And he said that the reason
he changed his mind was, in part, because he
was seeking the endorsement of the National
Rifle Association. So that’s on the record.

But I think that one area we agree on is the
importance of parents and the importance of
schools, because I do believe that if our young
people have opportunity, then they’re less like-
ly to engage in these kind of violent acts. We’re
not going to eliminate everybody who is men-
tally disturbed—and we’ve got to make sure
that they don’t get weapons—but we can make
a difference in terms of ensuring that every
young person in America, regardless of where
they come from, what they look like, have a
chance to succeed.

And, Candy, we haven’t had a chance to talk
about education much, but I think it is very im-
portant to understand that the reforms we’ve
put in place, working with 46 Governors
around the country, are seeing schools that are
some of the ones that are the toughest for kids
starting to succeed; we’re starting to see gains
in math and science.

When it comes to community colleges, we
are setting up programs, including with Nassau
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Community College, to retrain workers, in-
cluding young people who may have dropped
out of school, but now are getting another
chance, training them for the jobs that exist
right now. And in fact, employers are looking
for skilled workers, and so we’re matching
them up, giving them access to higher educa-
tion. As I said, we have made sure that millions
of young people are able to get an education
that they weren’t able to get before. Now——

Ms. Crowley. Mr. President, I have to move
you along here.

The President. But——
Ms. Crowley. You said you wanted to hear

this question, so we need to do it here.
The President. Just one second——
Ms. Crowley. One——
The President. ——because this is impor-

tant. This is part of the choice in this election.
When Governor Romney was asked whether
teachers—hiring more teachers was important
to growing our economy, Governor Romney
said that doesn’t grow our economy. When he
was asked, is—was class size——

Ms. Crowley. The question, of course, Mr.
President, was guns here, so I need to move us
along.

The President. I understand.
Ms. Crowley. The question was guns, so let

me bring in another——
The President. But this will make a differ-

ence in terms of whether or not we can move
this economy forward for these young peo-
ple——

Ms. Crowley. I understand.
The President. ——and reduce our violence.
Ms. Crowley. Okay. Thank you so much.
I want to ask Carol Goldberg to stand up be-

cause she gets to a question that both these
men have been passionate about. It’s for Gov-
ernor Romney.

Global Competitiveness/Chinese Monetary Policy

Q. The outsourcing of American jobs over-
seas has taken a toll on our economy. What
plans do you have to put back and keep jobs
here in the United States?

Gov. Romney. Boy, great question, an im-
portant question, because you’re absolutely

right. The place where we’ve seen manufactur-
ing go has been China. China is now the largest
manufacturer in the world, used to be the
United States of America. A lot of good people
have lost jobs. A half a million manufacturing
jobs have been lost in the last 4 years; that’s to-
tal over the last 4 years. One of the reasons for
that is that people think it’s more attractive in
some cases to go offshore than to stay here. We
have made it less attractive for enterprises to
stay here than to go offshore from time to time.

What I will do as President is make sure it’s
more attractive to come to America again. This
is the way we’re going to create jobs in this
country. It’s not by trickle-down government,
saying we’re going to take more money from
people and hire more government workers,
raise more taxes, put in place more regulations.
Trickle-down government has never worked
here, has never worked anywhere.

I want to make America the most attractive
place in the world for entrepreneurs, for small
business, for big business, to invest and grow in
America. Now, we’re going to have to make
sure that as we trade with other nations that
they play by the rules, and China hasn’t. One
of the reasons—or one of the ways they don’t
play by the rules is artificially holding down the
value of their currency. Because if they put
their currency down low, that means their pric-
es on their goods are low, and that makes them
advantageous in the marketplace. We lose
sales, and manufacturers here in the U.S. mak-
ing the same products can’t compete.

China has been a currency manipulator for
years and years and years. And the President
has a regular opportunity to label them as a
currency manipulator, but refuses to do so. On
day one, I will label China a currency manipu-
lator, which will allow me as President to be
able to put in place, if necessary, tariffs where I
believe that they are taking unfair advantage of
our manufacturers.

So we’re going to make sure that people we
trade with around the world play by the rules.
But let me not just stop there. Don’t forget:
What’s key to bringing back jobs here is not
just finding someone else to punish—and I’m
going to be strict with people who we trade
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with to make sure they follow the law and play
by the rules—but it’s also to make America the
most attractive place in the world for business-
es of all kinds. That’s why I want to bring down
the tax rates on small employers, big employ-
ers, so they want to be here.

Canada’s tax rate on companies is now 15
percent. Ours is 35 percent. So if you’re start-
ing a business, where would you rather start it?
We have to be competitive if we’re going to
create more jobs here. Regulations have qua-
drupled; the rate of regulations quadrupled
under this President. I’ve talked to small busi-
nesses across the country. They say, we feel
like we’re under attack from our own Govern-
ment. I want to make sure that regulators see
their job as encouraging small business, not
crushing it. And there’s no question, but that
Obamacare has been an extraordinary deter-
rent to enterprises of all kinds hiring people.

My priority is making sure that we get more
people hired. If we have more people hired, if
we get back manufacturing jobs, if we get back
all kinds of jobs into this country, then you’re
going to see rising incomes again. The reason
incomes are down is because unemployment is
so high. I know what it takes to get this to hap-
pen. And my plan will do that. And one part of
it is to make sure that we keep China playing
by the rules. Thank you.

Ms. Crowley. Mr. President, 2 minutes here
because we are then going to go to our last
question.

Corporate Tax Reform/Global Competitiveness

The President. We need to create jobs here.
And both Governor Romney and I agree actu-
ally that we should lower our corporate tax
rate. It’s too high. But there’s a difference in
terms of how we would do it. I want to close
loopholes that allow companies to deduct ex-
penses when they move to China that allow
them to profit offshore and not have to get
taxed, so they have tax advantages offshore. All
those changes in our Tax Code would make a
difference.

Now, Governor Romney actually wants to
expand those tax breaks. One of his big ideas
when it comes to corporate tax reform would

be to say if you invest overseas, you make prof-
its overseas, you don’t have to pay U.S. taxes.
But of course, if you’re a small business or a
mom-and-pop business or a big business start-
ing up here, you’ve got to pay even the re-
duced rate that Governor Romney is talking
about. And it’s estimated that that will create
800,000 new jobs; the problem is, they’ll be in
China or India or Germany. That’s not the way
we’re going to create jobs here.

The way we’re going to create jobs here is
not just to change our Tax Code, but also to
double our exports. And we are on pace to
double our exports, one of the commitments I
made when I was President. That’s creating
tens of thousands of jobs all across the country.
That’s why we’ve kept on pushing trade deals,
but trade deals that make sure that American
workers and American businesses are getting a
good deal.

Now, Governor Romney talked about Chi-
na. As I already indicated, in the private sector,
Governor Romney’s company invested in what
were called “pioneers” of outsourcing. That’s
not my phrase. That’s what reporters called it.
And as far as currency manipulation, the cur-
rency has actually gone up 11 percent since
I’ve been President because we have pushed
them hard. And we’ve put unprecedented
trade pressure on China. That’s why exports
have significantly increased under my Presi-
dency. That’s going to help to create jobs here.

Ms. Crowley. Mr. President, we have a real-
ly short time for a quick discussion here: iPad,
the Macs, the iPhones, they are all manufac-
tured in China. One of the major reasons is la-
bor is so much cheaper here. How do you con-
vince a great American company to bring that
manufacturing back here?

Chinese Monetary Policy/Global Competitive-
ness

Gov. Romney. The answer is very straight-
forward: We can compete with anyone in the
world as long as the playing field is level. China
has been cheating over the years: one, by hold-
ing down the value of their currency; number
two, by stealing our intellectual property, our
designs, our patents, our technology. There’s
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even an Apple store in China that’s a counter-
feit Apple store selling counterfeit goods. They
hack into our computers. We will have to have
people play on a fair basis. That’s number one.

Number two, we have to make America the
most attractive place for entrepreneurs, for
people who want to expand a business. That’s
what brings jobs in. The President’s character-
ization of my tax plan is——

The President. How much time you got,
Candy?

Gov. Romney. ——is completely——
Ms. Crowley. Let me go to the——
Gov. Romney. ——is completely false. Let

me tell you.
Ms. Crowley. Let me go to the President

here because we really are——
The President. All right, I’m——
Ms. Crowley. ——because we really are

running out of time. And the question is, can
we ever get—we can’t get wages like that. It
can’t be sustained here.

Manufacturing Industry/Global Competitiveness

The President. Candy, there are some jobs
that are not going to come back because
they’re low-wage, low-skill jobs. I want high-
wage, high-skill jobs. That’s why we have to
emphasize manufacturing. That’s why we have
to invest in advanced manufacturing. That’s
why we’ve got to make sure that we’ve got the
best science and research in the world.

And when we talk about deficits, if we’re
adding to our deficit for tax cuts for folks who
don’t need them and we’re cutting investments
in research and science that will create the next
Apple, create the next new innovation that will
sell products around the world, we will lose
that race. If we’re not training engineers to
make sure that they are equipped here in this
country, then companies won’t come here.
Those investments are what’s going to help to
make sure that we continue to lead this world
economy not just next year, but 10 years from
now, 50 years from now, 100 years from now.

Ms. Crowley. Thanks, Mr. President.
Gov. Romney. Government does not create

jobs.
Ms. Crowley. Governor Romney.

Gov. Romney. Government does not create
jobs.

Ms. Crowley. Governor Romney, I want to
introduce you to Barry Green because he’s go-
ing to have the last question to you first.

Gov. Romney. Barry? Oh, there’s Barry. Hi,
Barry.

2012 Presidential Election/Perception of Can-
didates

Q. Hi, Governor. I think this is a tough
question. Each of you, what do you believe is
the biggest misperception that the American
people have about you as a man and a candi-
date? Using specific examples, can you take
this opportunity to debunk that misperception
and set us straight?

Gov. Romney. Thank you, and that’s an op-
portunity for me, and I appreciate it. In the na-
ture of a campaign, it seems that some cam-
paigns are focused on attacking a person rather
than prescribing their own future and the
things they’d like to do. In the course of that, I
think the President’s campaign has tried to
characterize me as someone who’s very differ-
ent than who I am.

I care about 100 percent of the American
people. I want 100 percent of the American
people to have a bright and prosperous future.
I care about our kids. I understand what it
takes to make a bright and prosperous future
for America again. I spent my life in the private
sector, not in government. I’m a guy who wants
to help, with the experience I have, the Ameri-
can people.

My passion probably flows from the fact that
I believe in God and I believe we’re all chil-
dren of the same God. I believe we have a re-
sponsibility to care for one another. I served as
a missionary for my church. I served as a pastor
in my congregation for about 10 years. I’ve sat
across the table from people who were out of
work and worked with them to try and find
new work or to help them through tough
times.

I went to the Olympics when they were in
trouble to try and get them on track. And as
Governor of my State, I was able to get 100
percent of my people insured, all my kids,
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about 98 percent of the adults; was able also to
get our schools ranked number one in the Na-
tion so 100 percent of our kids would have a
bright opportunity for a future.

I understand that I can get this country on
track again. We don’t have to settle for what
we’re going through. We don’t have to settle
for gasoline at $4. We don’t have to settle for
unemployment at a chronically high level. We
don’t have to settle for 47 million people on
food stamps. We don’t have to settle for 50
percent of kids coming out of college not able
to get work. We don’t have to settle for 23 mil-
lion people struggling to find a good job.

If I become President, I’ll get America
working again. I will get us on track to a bal-
anced budget. The President hasn’t. I will. I’ll
make sure we can reform Medicare and Social
Security to preserve them for coming genera-
tions. The President said he would. He didn’t.

Ms. Crowley. Governor.
Gov. Romney. I’ll get our incomes up. And

by the way, I’ve done these things. I served as
Governor and showed I could get them done.

Ms. Crowley. Mr. President, last 2 minutes
belong to you.

The President. Barry, I think a lot of this
campaign, maybe over the last 4 years, has
been devoted to this notion that I think gov-
ernment creates jobs, that that somehow is the
answer. That’s not what I believe.

I believe that the free enterprise system is
the greatest engine of prosperity the world has
ever known. I believe in self-reliance and indi-
vidual initiative and risk takers being rewarded.
But I also believe that everybody should have a
fair shot and everybody should do their fair
share and everybody should play by the same
rules, because that’s how our economy is
grown. That’s how we built the world’s greatest
middle class. And that is part of what’s at stake
in this election. There’s a fundamentally differ-
ent vision about how we move our country for-
ward.

I believe Governor Romney is a good man,
loves his family, cares about his faith. But I also
believe that when he said, behind closed doors,
that 47 percent of the country considered
themselves victims, who refuse personal re-

sponsibility, think about who he was talking
about: folks on Social Security who have
worked all their lives; veterans who have sacri-
ficed for this country; students who are out
there trying to, hopefully, advance their own
dreams, but also this country’s dreams; soldiers
who are overseas fighting for us right now;
people who are working hard every day, paying
payroll tax, gas taxes, but don’t make enough
income.

And I want to fight for them. That’s what
I’ve been doing for the last 4 years, because if
they succeed, I believe the country succeeds.

And when my grandfather fought in World
War II and he came back and he got a GI bill
and that allowed him to go to college, that
wasn’t a handout, that was something that ad-
vanced the entire country. And I want to make
sure that the next generation has those same
opportunities. That’s why I’m asking for your
vote, and that’s why I’m asking for another 4
years.

Ms. Crowley. President Obama, Governor
Romney, thank you for being here tonight.

On that note, we have come to an end of this
town hall debate. Our thanks to the partici-
pants for their time and to the people of Hofs-
tra University for their hospitality.

The next and final debate takes place Mon-
day night at Lynn University in Boca Raton,
Florida. Don’t forget to watch. Election day is
3 weeks from today. Don’t forget to vote.
Goodnight.

NOTE: The debate began at 9 p.m. in the Da-
vid S. Mack Sports and Exhibition Complex
Debate Hall at Hofstra University. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Lilly Ledbet-
ter, former employee, Goodyear Tire and Rub-
ber Co. plant in Gadsden, AL; Kansas Secre-
tary of State Kris W. Kobach, in his capacity as
immigration policy adviser to Gov. Romney;
U.S. Ambassador to Libya J. Christopher Ste-
vens, Sean P. Smith, Foreign Service officer,
and Glen A. Doherty and Tyrone S. Woods, se-
curity officers, Department of State, who were
killed in an attack on the U.S. mission in Beng-
hazi, Libya, on September 11; U.S. Permanent
Representative to the United Nations Susan E.
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Rice; and Amee Gharbi, mother of Yousef
Gharbi, who sustained a gunshot to the head in
the July 20 shootings at the Century 16 multi-
plex in Aurora, CO. He also referred to his sis-
ter Maya Soetoro-Ng. Gov. Romney referred

to Beth Myers, who served as his chief of staff
during his tenure as Governor of Massachu-
setts; and 2008 Republican Presidential nomi-
nee Sen. John S. McCain III. He also referred
to his wife Ann L. Romney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Mount Vernon, Iowa
October 17, 2012

The President. Hello, Iowa! Thank you!
Thank you! Hey! Are you fired up? Are you
ready to go?

Well, first of all, can everybody please give a
big round of applause to Rachel for that great
introduction? I want to thank the Rams for
hosting us here today. I appreciate you guys.
Go Rams!

We’ve got your outstanding Senator Tom
Harkin; Congressman Bruce Braley; another
Congressman who has—I guess it’s professor
emeritus right here—Dave Loebsack; two of
my oldest friends in Iowa, my cochairs back in
2008, your attorney general, Tom Miller, and
your treasurer, Mike Fitzgerald.

And I’m thrilled to see all of you. And I hope
you’re enjoying the warm weather. [Laughter]
Because——

Audience member. I love you!
The President. I love you back.
Because, I just want to know—look, I’m

from Chicago. And I campaigned in Iowa in
January. [Laughter] So this is basically the
warmest you will be for the next 6months.
[Laughter]

Now, I’ve come back to Cornell College to-
day, come back to ask each of you for one big
thing. I’m asking for your vote. [Applause] I’m
asking for your vote. In Iowa, you can vote to-
day. Today. As long as you’re registered before
October 27, you can vote right up to election
day. In fact, you can go vote right after this
event at the Cole Library. So—and anyone can
find out how to register and where to vote at
vote.barackobama.com.

So, Iowa, are you going to vote for me today
if you haven’t already voted? I need you. [Ap-
plause] I need you.

Now, as many of you know, we had our sec-
ond debate last night. I’m still trying to figure

out how to get the hang of this thing, debating.
[Laughter] But we’re working on it. We’ll keep
on improving as time goes on. I’ve got one left.

But the interesting thing is that Governor
Romney has been running around talking
about his five-point plan for the economy for
quite some time. And as I pointed out last
night, and you guys heard yourselves, it’s really
a one-point plan. It’s really a one-point plan. It
says folks at the very top can play by their own
set of rules.

That’s why they can pay lower taxes than you
do or they can use offshore accounts. Or they
can invest in a company, bankrupt it, fire the
workers, take away their pensions, ship the
jobs overseas, and still make money doing it.

It’s the one-point plan that says it’s okay for
Wall Street to keep engaging in the reckless
behavior that got us into the mess we’ve been
fighting back from for the last 4 years. It’s the
same philosophy that’s been squeezing middle
class families for more than a decade. It’s the
same philosophy that we saw in the previous
administration. And I have seen too much pain
and too much struggle to let this country go
down that same road again.

So, Iowa, we can’t—I want you to know,
folks here in Iowa understand this—you can-
not grow this economy from the top down. You
grow this economy from the middle class out.
We’re not going to go back to what we were
doing before. We’re moving forward. And
that’s why I’m running for a second term as
President of the United States.

Now, Governor Romney also took another
stab at trying to sell us his $5 trillion tax cut that
favors the wealthy. Once again, he refused to
tell us how he’s going to pay for it. He said he’d
let you know after the election. [Laughter]
Now, here’s a tip: Usually, when a politician
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tells you he’s going to wait until after the elec-
tion to explain a plan to you, they don’t have a
pleasant surprise in store for you. [Laughter]
And in this case, it’s because just about every-
body who’s looked at Governor Romney’s $5
trillion in tax cuts says he can’t pay for it with-
out blowing a hole in the deficit or raising taxes
on middle class families. It can’t be done.

Governor Romney says he has a plan to cre-
ate 12 million new jobs in the next 4 years. But
when folks started crunching the numbers, it
fell apart even faster than his tax plan. [Laugh-
ter] Turns out his jobs math isn’t any better
than his tax math. The Washington Post called
it a “bait and switch.”

So let’s recap what we learned last night. His
tax plan doesn’t add up; his jobs plan doesn’t
create jobs; his deficit reduction plan adds to
the deficit. So, Iowa, everybody here has heard
of the New Deal; you’ve heard of the Fair
Deal; you’ve heard of the Square Deal. Mitt
Romney is trying to sell you a sketchy deal.

We are not buying it. We know better.
We’ve been there. We’ve tried that. We’re not
going back. We’re moving forward. That’s why
I need your vote. We’ve got to finish what we
started in 2008. You don’t want to invest in that
sketchy deal. Let me tell you——

Audience member. Etch A Sketch.
The President. That too. [Laughter]
Four years ago, I told you we’d end the war

in Iraq, and I did. I said we’d end the war in
Afghanistan, and we are. I said we’d focus on
the terrorists who actually attacked us on 9/11,
and we have, and bin Laden is dead.

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for
middle class families, and we have, by $3,600. I
promised to cut taxes for small-business own-
ers, and we have 18 times. We got back every
dime used to rescue the banks, and we passed
a law to make sure that taxpayer-funded bail-
outs are over for good.

We passed health care reform so your insur-
ance company can’t jerk you around anymore.
We made sure insurance companies have to let
parents keep their children on their parent’s
plan until they’re 26 years old if they don’t
have health insurance. We said to insurance
companies, you’ve got to charge women the

same as men because being a woman is not a
preexisting condition.

We repealed “don’t ask, don’t tell” so no one
is ever kicked out of the military because of
who they love.

When Governor Romney said we should
just let Detroit go bankrupt, we said thanks but
no thanks, and we reinvented a dying auto in-
dustry that’s come roaring back to the top of
the world.

Last time I was here, I said to students,
we’re going to help you make sure you can af-
ford a college education, and we took $60 bil-
lion that was going to banks and middlemen in
the student loan program, we said let’s cut out
the middleman, let’s give that money directly
to students. And as a consequence, millions of
students have benefited from lower interest
rates and Pell grants.

Today, 4 years after the worst economic cri-
sis of our lifetimes, we’re moving forward
again. After losing 800,000 jobs a month when
I took office, our businesses have now added
more than 5 million new jobs over the past 2½
years.

Unemployment has fallen from a peak of 10
percent to 7.8 percent. The stock market has
nearly doubled, which means your 401(k)s
have started to recover. Foreclosures are at
their lowest point in 5 years. Home values are
back on the rise. Manufacturing is coming
home to America. Our assembly lines are start-
ing to hum again.

Look, we’ve got a lot more work to do, but
we’ve got to build on that progress. And I’ve
got a plan to grow the economy and create jobs
and build more security for middle class fami-
lies. I talked about it last night. I want to export
more products, outsource fewer jobs. We can
keep giving tax breaks to companies that are
shipping jobs overseas, or we can give those tax
breaks to companies that are investing right
here in Iowa, right here in the United States of
America, rebuilding our manufacturing base.

I want to control more of our own energy.
You heard last night, oil production is up. Nat-
ural gas production is up. But what we’ve also
said is we’ve got to develop new sources of en-
ergy, and we’ve got to be more efficient with
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our economy. And so we raised fuel efficiency
standards on cars so by the middle of the next
decade, your car will go twice as far on a gallon
of gas.

We have doubled the amount of renewable
energy that we generate from wind and solar
and biofuels. Today, the United States of
America is less dependent on foreign oil than
any time in the last two decades.

And so the question—[applause]. So the
choice you have, you heard last night, it’s not a
choice between oil versus solar or natural gas
versus wind. Look, we all agree we’ve got to in-
crease oil production. We all agree we’ve got to
increase natural gas production. But the ques-
tion is whether we build on the progress for
the new energy sources of the future. I’m not
going to keep on giving corporate, taxpayer-
funded welfare to oil companies, $4 billion a
year, when we could be using that money to
continue to promote wind and solar and long-
lasting batteries, and put Americans back to
work right now, seeing that technology develop
here in the United States instead of China or
Germany or some other country.

And I’ve got to tell you, Iowa, this is not a
pipedream; there are nearly 7,000 jobs in Iowa
right now depending on wind  energy. Last
night Governor Romney claimed he didn’t
have a plan to end wind jobs in Iowa, but he
called these jobs “imaginary.” His plan would
end tax credits for wind energy producers.
That is a fact. My plan will keep these invest-
ments, and we’ll keep reducing the carbon pol-
lution that’s also heating the planet, because
climate change isn’t a hoax. The droughts
we’ve seen, the floods, the wildfires, those ar-
en’t a joke. They’re a threat to our children’s
future. And we can do something about it.
That’s part of what’s at stake in this election.

I want to give more Americans the chance to
get a great education and get the skills they
need to compete in the 21st century. I tried to
talk about education last night. We kept on
getting waylaid. But if you’re talking about jobs
and economic growth, what’s more important
than making sure everybody has got the skills
they need?

I’m only here because of a great education.
All the young people who are making an in-
vestment in their college education right now,
you guys understand you’ve got to be
equipped. Michelle, her gateway into the mid-
dle—into opportunity was her education sys-
tem. Her dad was a blue-collar worker; her
mom was a secretary. And right now, as I said,
because of the actions we already took, mil-
lions of young people are paying less for col-
lege because we finally took on that system
that was wasting taxpayer dollars, gave it di-
rectly to students.

Rachel, by the way, I took a photo with her
parents backstage, and she talked about how—
the fact that we put in place a tax credit for
middle income families to send their kids to
college is helping her attend school right now.

But what you saw last night, even though we
weren’t able to talk about it as much as I would
have liked, is a fundamental difference. Gover-
nor Romney says hiring more teachers won’t
grow our economy over the next 4 years. Well,
you know what, yes, it will. But more impor-
tantly, what about our kids over the next 40
years? What about our economy for the next 40
years?

We could gut education, pay for Governor
Romney’s $5 trillion tax cut, or we can recruit
100,000 new math and science teachers over
the next decade, helping our young people re-
focus on science and technology, engineering,
math. We should make sure all our young peo-
ple—our daughters as well as our sons—are
thriving in these fields. This should be a na-
tional mission.

I’ve got to tell you, we don’t have to collect a
bunch of binders to find qualified, talented,
driven young women ready to learn and teach
in these fields right now.

And when young women graduate, they
should get equal pay for equal work. That
should be a simple question to answer. When
Governor Romney was asked about it, his cam-
paign said, we’ll get back to you. That shouldn’t
be a complicated question: equal pay for equal
work. I want my daughters paid just like some-
body else’s sons are paid for the same job.
That’s straightforward.
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Now, I’ve got to say, last night Governor
Romney’s top adviser finally admitted, no, the
Governor didn’t really support that bill. You
don’t have to wait for an answer from me. The
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act was the first bill I
signed into law as President—the first bill.

Governor Romney didn’t want to talk much
last night about how he wants to end funding
for Planned Parenthood, how he supports leg-
islation that would turn certain decisions about
a woman’s health care over to their employers.
He didn’t want to talk about it because he
knows he can’t sell it. I don’t think your boss
should control the health care you get. I don’t
think insurers should control the health care
you get. I certainly don’t think politicians
should control the health care that you get.

We passed Obamacare—yes, I like the
term—we passed it—[laughter]—because I do
care, and I want to put these choices in your
hands where they belong.

Fourth plan—fourth part of the plan to cre-
ate jobs right here is use some of the money
we’re saving from ending those wars in Iraq,
winding down the war in Afghanistan, to pay
down our deficit, put our people back to work,
including our veterans, rebuilding roads and
bridges and schools all across America.

Governor Romney and I just have a differ-
ent theory on this. He said it was “tragic” the
way we ended the war in Iraq, doubled down
on the belief in a speech just last week, said we
should have kept troops on the ground in Iraq.
I disagree. I know these troops. I know their
families. I know how dedicated they are and
the sacrifices they and their families make.
And it was time to bring those troops home to
their families. It was the right thing to do.

And every brave American who wears the
uniform of this country, they need to know, as
long as I’m Commander in Chief, we’re going
to maintain the strongest military in the world.
And when those troops take off the uniform,
we’re going to serve them as well as they
served us, because nobody should have to fight
for a job after they fought for our country. No-
body should have to fight for a roof over their
heads or the health care they need after they
fought for America.

And finally, I want to cut the deficit by $4
trillion over the next 10 years, and I’ve worked
with Republicans and Democrats already to
cut a trillion dollars’ worth of spending. I’m
ready to cut more spending that is not contrib-
uting to our growth. But we can’t just cut our
way to prosperity.

We’ve got to make investments in science
and research and infrastructure. And we can’t
do all that and reduce our deficit unless we ask
the wealthiest households to pay a little bit
more, pay higher taxes on incomes over
$250,000. So keep in mind, somebody making
$500,000, they’re still keeping the tax break for
the first 250, but after that, let’s go back to the
same rate we had when Bill Clinton was Presi-
dent, our economy created 23 million new
jobs, we went from deficit to surplus.

Governor Romney was asked, is it fair that
he pays a lower tax rate than a teacher who
makes $50,000. He said, yes, I think it’s fair; I
think that’s how you grow an economy. He’s
wrong. There’s the—you look at our economic
history: That’s not how we grew an economy,
by just having a few folks at the top paying
even less than folks in the middle. I’m not go-
ing to ask middle class families to give up their
deductions for owning a home or raising their
kids or sending their kids to college just to pay
for another millionaire’s tax cut.

I’m not going to ask the students here to pay
more for college so I have a little more money
in my pocket. I don’t need it. I’m not going to
kick children out of Head Start programs or
eliminate health insurance for millions of
Americans who are poor or elderly or disabled.

And Governor Romney again last night, over
and over again, he says: I can cut taxes for ev-
erybody; I can increase military spending by $2
trillion; I will lower taxes for middle class fami-
lies and I’m going to close the deficit. He keeps
on saying it. And when people ask, well, what
are you going to cut, because I don’t know
about you guys, but if I’m looking at my budget
and I’m trying to shrink my debt, I’ve got to cut
something out. So so far, what he’s offered is
eliminating funding for Planned Parenthood
and getting rid of Big Bird——

Audience members. Boo!
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The President. ——and ending wind tax
credits.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. It adds up to less than one

one-hundredth of 1 percent of the Federal
budget. So he claims his—now, that was an es-
timate, by the way. I was doing that off the top
of my head. [Laughter]

He claims his $5 trillion tax cut will create
millions of new jobs and pay for themselves.
We have heard this pitch before. You know
where we heard it? In the previous administra-
tion. We know it doesn’t work. We know what
we’re talking about does create jobs.

And now the choice is up to you. The election
now is up to you. It comes down to this. Over
and over again, our opponents tell us that be-
cause government can’t do everything, it should
do almost nothing. If you can’t afford health in-
surance, hope you don’t get sick. If you can’t af-
ford to start a business or go to college, borrow
money from your parents. If a company releases
harmful pollution into the air, you know what,
that’s the price of progress. That’s not who we
are. That’s not what America is about.

We are in this thing together. That’s what
this country is about. Here in America, we be-
lieve that we’re all in this together, everybody.
We understand, America is not just about what
can be done for us, but what can be done by
us, as one people, as one Nation.

Iowa, you’re the reason that we’ve got shut-
tered factories in places like Newton that are
now humming again with workers manufactur-
ing components for amazing wind turbines. You
made that happen because you believed we
could do this together. You’re the reason a
mother in Cedar Rapids—actually, a mother
right here in this audience—doesn’t have to
worry about surgery for her daughter because
the insurance company can’t limit her coverage.

You’re the reason a student in Ames or Iowa
City or Cornell College can get help paying for
a college education and we’ve got a new GI bill
for our returning veterans to get the education
they need. That all happened because of you.
And we’ve got to do it again.

You’re the reason a young immigrant is not
going to be sent away from the only country

she’s ever called home. You’re the reason that
we were able to bring our troops home and
those families are reunited with their loved
ones. You made that happen.

So if we don’t fight as hard as we can over
the next 3 weeks, all that could be set aside.
That’s what we’re fighting for. That’s what
we’re fighting for. That’s what we’re fighting
for. You cannot turn away. And if your voices
aren’t heard, then the lobbyists and the special
interests, they’ll fill the void: the folks who are
writing the $10 million checks to try to buy this
election; the folks who are trying to make it
harder for people to vote in this election. And
you can’t let that happen. I’m not going to let
that happen. We’ve worked too hard together
over the last 4 years to let that happen.

Back in 2008, it started here in Iowa. You’re
the ones who first showed America that change
was possible. And everything we fought for is
now at stake. And we can choose to go back to
the same top-down policies that got us into this
mess, or you can choose to move us forward
with the policies that have been getting us out
of this mess.

You can choose to go back to a foreign policy
that gets us into wars with no plan for getting
out, or you can help move us forward and end
the Afghan war responsibly and bring our
troops home and focus on the terrorists who
were going to attack us.

You can choose to turn back the clock 50
years for women and for immigrants and for
gays and for lesbians, or you can stand up and
say, we want to move forward. We believe in
the country where no matter who you are or
what you look like or where you come from or
who you love, you can make it if you try.

That’s what’s at stake in this election. That’s
what I still believe in. And if that’s what you
still believe in, then we’ve got to fight as hard
as we can for the next 3 weeks. And I promise
you, if you are willing to stand with me and
knock on doors with me and work as hard as
you can and talk to your friends and your
neighbors and your classmates, and if you will
vote for me, we will win Linn County again.
We will win Iowa again. We will win this elec-
tion again. We’ll finish what we started, and
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we’ll remind the world why the United States
of America is the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:12 p.m. at
the Richard and Norma Small Multi-Sport

Center at Cornell College. In his remarks, he
referred to Rachel Cowell, student, Cornell
College; Republican Presidential nominee W.
Mitt Romney; and Edward W. Gillespie, senior
campaign adviser to Gov. Romney. He also re-
ferred to his mother-in-law Marian Robinson.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 17, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within the 90-day period prior to the anni-
versary date of its declaration, the President
publishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the emer-
gency is to continue in effect beyond the anni-
versary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent to the Federal Register for publica-
tion the enclosed notice stating that the emer-
gency declared with respect to significant nar-
cotics traffickers centered in Colombia is to
continue in effect beyond October 21, 2012.

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer-
gency have not been resolved. The actions of
significant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United States

and cause an extreme level of violence, corrup-
tion, and harm in the United States and
abroad. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to maintain economic pres-
sure on significant narcotics traffickers cen-
tered in Colombia by blocking their property
and interests in property that are in the United
States or within the possession or control of
United States persons and by depriving them
of access to the U.S. market and financial sys-
tem.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this letter. The notice
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Athens, Ohio
October 17, 2012

The President. Hello, Ohio! How’s it going,
Bobcats? Are you fired up? Are you ready to
go? Boy, this is a good crowd. It’s a big crowd
and a good-looking crowd. The weather is per-
fect. Who arranged the weather? 

Audience members. [Inaudible]
The President. Good job. [Laughter]
Can everybody please give a big round of

applause for Shannon for the great introduc-
tion? Please give a round of applause to my

great friend, your former Governor; Ted
Strickland is in the house. And your outstand-
ing mayor, Paul Wiehl, is here. And of course,
all of you are here. 

I came here today because I heard you’ve
got a pretty fun football team to watch. Unde-
feated, if I’m not mistaken. A shot at the MAC
Championship. Maybe a BCS bid. I just want
to point out that I was pushing for a playoff sys-
tem; we got a playoff system. One more
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promise kept, for those of you who are follow-
ing college football. [Laughter] But it is out-
standing the Bobcats are doing so well, so I
want to wish you guys luck in the upcoming
season. 

I also came here today, Ohio, because I
want your vote. [Applause] I want your vote. I
am not too proud to beg. I want you to vote.
And the good news is, you can vote in Ohio
right now. Find out where at vote.baracko-
bama.com. If you live nearby, you can vote just
a few blocks away at 15 South Court Street—
[applause]—15 South Court Street. Everybody
knows where that is. If not, find out. 

I know a bunch of folks are meeting there at
3 p.m. tomorrow to vote together. So what do
you say, Ohio? Can you grab some friends, go
vote? Go vote. See, my assumption is, if you’re
here, you’re going to vote. So you’ve got to go
back to your dorm, grab that guy who’s sitting
there eating chips, watching SportsCenter.
[Laughter] Tell him he’s got to vote too. 

Audience member. I love you, Barack!
The President. I love you back. 
Now, we had our second Presidential debate

last night. I’m still trying to get the hang of this
thing. [Laughter] But there are a couple of
things that I noticed that keeps on recurring in
this debate and during the course of this cam-
paign. Governor Romney continues to run
around talking about his five-point plan for the
economy.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Wait, wait, wait. Don’t boo,

vote. 
But as we saw last night, the five-point plan

really boils down to one point: Folks at the very
top get to play by a different set of rules than
you do. So they can pay lower taxes. They can
use offshore accounts. They can buy a compa-
ny, load it up with debt, lay off the workers,
strip away the pensions, send the jobs overseas,
and still make a big profit doing it. It’s the
same philosophy that’s been squeezing middle
class families for over a decade. It’s the same
philosophy that got us into this mess. And I
have seen too much pain and struggle here in
Ohio and all across the country to let us go
down that path again. 

We cannot grow this economy from the top
down. We grow it from the middle out. We’re
not going backwards, we’re going forward.
That’s why I’m running for a second term for
President, and that’s why I want your vote.

So he’s trying to sell you on this five-point
plan. Then, he tries to take another stab at try-
ing to sell you on his $5 trillion tax cut that fa-
vors the wealthy. He says: It’s not going to raise
the deficit; I’m going to lower taxes for middle
class folks. We’re not going to, in any way, give
a tax break to the well-to-do folks, even though
he said during the Republican primary he was
going to cut taxes for the top 1 percent. 

Then, when you ask him, all right, if you’re
going to pay for all this, how are you going to
pay for it, couldn’t tell you, said he was going to
pay for it by cutting Planned Parenthood and
Big Bird.

Audience members. No!
The President. That’s what he said. And

then, when you keep on pressing him, he says,
I said I was going to do it. I was a businessman,
so you should just take my word for it. 

Now, here’s a tip: When a politician tells you
that he’s going to tell you what he’s going to do
after the election, but he can’t tell you now, it’s
not because the plan is so good that he doesn’t
want to let you in on it. It’s not because he
wants to give you this great surprise later on.
It’s because he knows it won’t work. 

Everybody who has looked at this tax plan of
his says he can’t pay for it without either
blowing up the deficit or by raising taxes on
middle class families. 

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo——
Audience members. Vote!
The President. Vote.
So then, Governor Romney says, well, I’ve

got a plan to create 12 million jobs in the next 4
years.

Audience member. In China. [Laughter] 
The President. My guy here said, “In China.”

[Laughter] 
Now, when folks started going through

these numbers, his jobs plan fell apart even
faster than his tax plan. The Washington Post
called it “bait and switch”—bait and switch. I
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mean, here’s a guy whose—part of his tax plan
is to give tax breaks to companies that are ship-
ping jobs overseas. He’s invested in companies
that were called “pioneers” of outsourcing.
Does that sound like a 12 million job plan to
you?

Audience members. No!
The President. That’s the right answer.

[Laughter] 
So let’s recap here. He’s got a tax plan that

doesn’t add up. He’s got a jobs plan that
doesn’t create jobs. He’s got a deficit plan that
doesn’t reduce the deficit. You’ve heard of the
New Deal, Ohio. You’ve heard of the Fair
Deal. Mitt Romney’s trying to sell you a
sketchy deal. But we’re not buying it. We know
better, because this is the same sketchy deal
that we were sold back in the previous admin-
istration. 

We tried it. It didn’t work. We’re not going
back. We’re moving forward. I need you to fin-
ish what we started. That’s why I’m asking for
your vote. That’s why I’m running for a second
term as President of the United States of
America. 

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years! 

The President. Now, then, last night the is-
sue of keeping promises came up. So I had to
remind people, 4 years ago, I promised to end
the war in Iraq, and I did. I said we’d end the
war in Afghanistan, and we are. I said we’d re-
focus on the terrorists who actually attacked us
on 9/11, and bin Laden is dead. 

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for
middle class families, and we have, by $3,600. I
promised to cut taxes for small-business own-
ers, and we have 18 times. I said we’d put an
end to taxpayer-funded bailouts. We got every
dime back that we used to rescue the banks,
and we passed a law to end those bailouts for
good.

As Shannon just told you, I promised to pass
health reform so that your insurance compa-
nies can’t jerk you around. So that young peo-
ple can stay on their parent’s plan until they’re
26. So that people with preexisting conditions
can get health insurance. So that women aren’t
being charged for men for the same insurance.

I promised we’d repeal “don’t ask, don’t
tell,” because my attitude is anybody who’s
willing to serve our military and sacrifice for
us, it shouldn’t matter who they love. When
Governor Romney said we should let Detroit
go bankrupt, we said, thanks, but no thanks.
We won’t take your vast business advice. We’re
going to support the auto industry. We’re go-
ing to bet on American workers and—because
we knew that one in eight Ohio jobs is support-
ed by the auto industry. And that industry has
come roaring back to the top of the world.

Four years ago, I said I would do everything
I could, every single day, to dig us out of the
hole we were left. And because of the incredi-
ble resilience of the American people, 4 years
after the worst economic crisis of our lifetimes,
we are moving forward again. We were losing
800,000 jobs a month. Now we’ve added more
than 5 million new jobs, more manufacturing
jobs than any time since the 1990s. The unem-
ployment rate has fallen from 10 percent to 7.8
percent. Foreclosures are their lowest in 5
years. Home values are on the rise. Stock mar-
ket has doubled. Manufacturing is coming
back. Assembly lines are putting folks back to
work. That’s what we’ve been fighting for.
Those are the promises I’ve kept.

Now, for all the progress we’ve made, we’ve
got more work to do. There are too many folks
out there still looking for work. There are too
many folks out there who are still having trou-
ble paying the bills. And that’s why we’ve got to
keep moving forward to build on what we’ve
already done. 

Yesterday I talked about a concrete, specific
plan to create jobs, to create more security for
the middle class. It starts, number one, with
building on the manufacturing progress we’ve
already made. Let’s stop outsourcing jobs.
Let’s export products stamped with three
proud words: Made in America. That’s what
we need to do. 

So Mitt Romney wants to keep giving those
tax breaks to companies that are shipping jobs
overseas. I want to end them; I want to invest
in companies that are building right here,
building plants, hiring workers, making
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products in Athens, in Ohio, in the United
States of America. You can make that happen.

I want to control our own energy. You know,
after 30 years where we hadn’t done anything,
we are now going to be producing cars that by
the middle of the next decade will go twice as
far on a gallon of gas, which means that saves
you money, but it also means we are reducing
our dependence on foreign oil.

And we’re also investing in the energy
sources of tomorrow: wind and solar and biofu-
els, clean coal technology. Today, America is
less dependent on foreign oil than at any time
in two decades. So Governor Romney wants to
reverse this progress; we want to build on it.
Instead of giving—we give $4 billion a year to
oil companies—corporate welfare. You pay for
it. They’re already making money every time
you go to the pump.

So I’m saying let’s take that money—I don’t
want China to win the race for new technolo-
gies and new energy. Let’s invest here in the
United States in developing that technology.

And by the way, we can—by doing this, we
can also reduce the problem of carbon pollu-
tion and we can still invest in clean coal tech-
nology.

I was listening to Governor Romney yester-
day talk about how he’s a champion of coal.
When he was a Governor, stood in front of a
coal-fired plant and said, this plant kills people.
And now he’s running around talking like he’s
Mr. Coal. [Laughter] Come on. Come on. You
know that’s not on the level. Does anybody ac-
tually look at that guy and think, man, he’s real-
ly into coal? [Laughter] 

Did you see when he was doing that ad, he’s
in front of all these miners with hardhats.
Found out later, they had to come, boss made
them come. [Laughter] Come on. Got to be on
the level if you want to be President of the
United States. 

I want to give more Americans the chance to
learn the skills they need in the 21st-century
economy. Look, I’m only here because I got a
good education. I wasn’t born into fame or for-
tune, and nobody was picking, boy, that guy
Barack Obama, he’s going to be President

someday. [Laughter] But I got a great educa-
tion. 

Kid of a—my mom was a single mom; she’s
working her way through school trying to raise
me and my sister. But in America, we give ev-
erybody an opportunity. That’s what this coun-
try is about. And I’ve never forgotten that.

So one of the first things we did was to make
sure let’s stop giving banks and lenders billions
of dollars as middlemen for the student loan
program. Let’s cut out the middlemen and give
the money directly to students. That’s how we
kept your student loan interest rates low.
That’s how we expanded Pell grants. That’s
why we’ve set up a system where students, if
they have debt, they’re never going to have to
pay more than 10 percent of their income. If
they choose to become a teacher or do some-
thing that doesn’t pay a lot of money, they can
still manage the debt from getting an outstand-
ing education. 

So now you’ve got a choice, Ohio. Governor
Romney, he says hiring more teachers, that
doesn’t help the economy grow. You know
what? He’s wrong. It will. And think about all
those kids right now who are in overcrowded
classrooms or don’t have a computer science
lab: They’re only going to be in third grade
once or juniors in high school once. If they
miss those opportunities now, they may not
make it up later. 

So we could—you can take Governor Rom-
ney’s advice and give a $5 trillion tax cut and
pay for it by cutting education or——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo——
Audience members. Vote!
The President. Vote.
Or we can recruit 100,000 new math and

science teachers, put them to work right now.
That’s where the jobs are of the future. It
should be a national mission to make sure that
all our young people are getting an education
in some of these fields where we know there
are going to be jobs.

And by the way, we want our sons in that,
but we also want our daughters. I don’t know if
you were listening last night, but, see, we don’t
have to order up some binders—[laughter]—to
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find qualified, talented, driven young women to
learn and teach and thrive and start businesses.
And when these young women graduate, we
should make a very simple concept the rule:
Equal pay for equal work. [Applause] Equal
pay for equal work.

I’ve got two daughters. I don’t want them
paid less than a man for doing the same job.
And by the way, men out there, you don’t want
your wives paid less than a man for the same
job. So this isn’t just a women’s issue. This is a
family issue. This is a middle class issue.

Governor Romney, for months, refused to
say if he’d support the law that we signed that
said equal pay for equal work. Just today his
campaign admitted, well, he’s never weighed
in on that. Why not? What’s so hard about
weighing in on that? Do you believe in equal
pay for equal work, or you don’t? I weighed in
on it, because that was the first bill that I
signed, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, to
make it easier for women to enforce their
rights to get equal pay for equal work.

I want to take some of the money that we
are saving from ending the war in Iraq and
transitioning in Afghanistan to pay down our
deficit and put our folks to work right here do-
ing some nation-building here at home, build-
ing roads and bridges and schools.

The next debate on Monday is going to be
about foreign policy. It will be interesting to
hear what Governor Romney has to say. He
said he thought it was “tragic” the way we end-
ed the war in Iraq. He said—doubled down on
this, said we should still have troops in Iraq.
Just said this a couple weeks ago.

I think that was a mistake. I think bringing
our troops home—after all the sacrifices
they’ve made in a distant country, all the sacri-
fices their families have made, it is time to
make sure that we’re doing some nation-build-
ing here at home. That’s what I believe. 

And when our troops do come home and
take off those uniforms, they need to know as
long as I’m your Commander in Chief, we will
sustain the strongest military in the world and
we will also make sure those troops get served
as well as they’ve served us. Nobody who
fought for this country should ever have to

fight for a job, or a roof over their heads, or the
health care they’ve earned when they come
home. That shouldn’t happen. [Applause] That
shouldn’t happen. 

And finally, we need to cut the deficit and
the debt. I know you—the other side, they put
up a lot of ads. They think that you’ve forgotten
the fact that they fought two wars on a credit
card and two tax cuts on a credit card and
didn’t pay for anything, said deficits didn’t mat-
ter. They’re like the guy who shows up at a res-
taurant, orders a big steak, has a big drink, or-
ders a big piece of pie, then leaves before pay-
ing the tab. And then, they say, oh, look, look at
what Obama did. It’s like, what? [Laughter]
You all had nothing to do with it. 

But look, we’ve got to do something about it.
So what I’ve said—look, I’ve already worked
with Republicans and Democrats to cut a tril-
lion dollars in spending. I’m ready to do more.
But we can’t get it done just by cutting educa-
tion programs or cutting basic research pro-
grams that help us grow our economy. So what
I’ve said is if we’re doing some cutting, let’s al-
so make sure the wealthiest households pay a
little bit more, pay higher taxes after your first
$250,000 worth of income, go back to the rates
Bill Clinton had when we created 23 million
new jobs, when we went from deficit to sur-
plus. 

Governor Romney has some different ideas.
He was asked on “60 Minutes”—some of you
may have seen this—is it fair for you, making
$20 million a year, to pay a lower tax rate than
a teacher making $50,000?

Audience members. No!
The President. Well, that’s your answer, but

that’s not his answer. He said, yes, I think that’s
fair; said that’s how you grow an economy,
that’s how we allocate capital. 

I say, well, no, I actually think it’s not fair,
especially when we’ve got to reduce the deficit.
And I’m not going to ask middle class families
to give up their deductions for owning a home,
or raising their kids just to pay for another mil-
lionaire’s tax cut. I’m not going to pay for that
tax cut by making all the students here pay
more for college or kicking kids off of Head
Start or eliminating health insurance for
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millions of Americans who are elderly or poor
or disabled. I’m not going to turn Medicare in-
to a voucher system. We’re not going to priva-
tize Social Security. 

We’ve got to make choices, but let’s make
sure everybody has to make some sacrifices,
not just a few. That’s the choice you’ve got to
make in this election. 

Our opponents, they always tell us, well,
government can’t do everything. You want
trickle-down government; that was the phrase
he’s been using. No, I don’t. I believe in free
enterprise. I believe every one of the young
people here, they’re going to have to work for
their success. They’re going to have to earn it. I
don’t believe in handouts. But I also believe in
a country where everybody has got a shot,
where everybody has opportunity. 

These folks, they’ve got a you’re-on-your-
own philosophy. Can’t afford health insurance?
Hope you don’t get sick. Can’t afford to start a
business or go to college? Borrow money from
your parents. [Laughter] That’s not what built
this country. 

I talked last night about the fact, you know,
my grandfather, he fought in Patton’s army in
World War II. He never—he hadn’t gone to
college; right out of high school, he joined the
Army, part of that greatest generation. When
he came home, he was given a GI bill, a chance
to go to college. And that wasn’t a handout.
That wasn’t just good for him, that was good
for the whole country, because suddenly, the
whole country got a better education, and the
whole country saw its incomes rise, and the
whole country saw businesses grow. The whole
country prospered. The whole country suc-
ceeded. 

That’s the America we believe in. We be-
lieve in doing things for ourselves, but we also
believe in doing some things together to make
sure this country succeeds. And that’s what the
last campaign was about in 2008. That’s what
this one is about. But it only happens because
of you. 

You’re the reason we’ve got a factory worker
in Toledo or Lordstown who lost his job but
now is back on the line building great cars. You
did that.

You’re the reason students in Akron or Co-
lumbus or right here at Ohio University, can
get some help paying for their college. You’re
the reason why a veteran coming home sud-
denly has got a new GI bill that allows them to
have a brighter future. 

You’re the reason some young immigrant
who grew up here and pledged allegiance to
our flag is not going to be deported from the
only country she’s ever known. You’re the rea-
son that those who served us so bravely can fi-
nally hear those magic words and hug their
loved ones and hear them say, “Welcome
home.” [Applause] Welcome home. Welcome
home. 

That happened because of you. And only
you have got the power to keep us moving for-
ward. I can’t do it by myself. I need you. I’m
only in Washington because of you. 

So you can choose the other guy, who wants
to reinstitute the top-down policies that got us
into this mess, or you can help us move for-
ward with the policies that are getting us out of
this mess. 

You can choose a foreign policy that got us
into wars with no plan of getting out, or you
can say, no, we’re going to turn the page.
We’re going to end the Afghan war responsi-
bly. We’re going to bring our troops home.
We’re going to focus on the terrorists who
would actually do us harm.

You can turn back the clock on 50 years of
progress for women and immigrants and gays
and lesbians, or you can stand up and say, no, I
want to move forward. 

In this election, you can say I want an Amer-
ica to remain a country where no matter what
you look like, no matter where you come from,
no matter who you are, who you love—Black,
White, Hispanic, Asian, Native American, gay,
straight, able, disabled, it doesn’t matter—
we’re all Americans, and we’re going to move
forward together. 

That’s what’s at stake in this election. That’s
why I’m asking for your vote. That’s why I’m
here today, Ohio. I believe in you, and I need
you to keep on believing in me so I can finish
the job that we started. 
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And if we win—and if you’re willing to make
some phone calls, and knock on some doors
with me, we’ll win Ohio again. We’ll win this
election again. We’ll finish what we started.
We’ll remind the world why the United States
of America is the greatest nation on Earth. 

Thank you, Ohio! I love you. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:10 p.m. on the
College Green at Ohio University. In his re-
marks, he referred to Shannon Welch, student,
Ohio University; and Republican Presidential
nominee W. Mitt Romney. He also referred to
his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Manchester, New Hampshire
October 18, 2012

The President. Hello, New Hampshire! Are
you fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. I’m fired up. First of all, I’m

fired up about this weather. I mean, I’ve got to
say that generally when I look at a trip to New
Hampshire in October, I’m not thinking it’s
going to look like this. But this is spectacular. 

It’s good to be back. And it’s good to be with
a great friend and an outstanding Governor,
Governor Lynch. Please give him a big round
of applause. 

Audience member. I love you!
The President. I love you back. 
And I love your outstanding Senator, Jeanne

Shaheen. Jeanne was especially happy because
it was her granddaughter Elle who sang the na-
tional anthem today. Give Elle a big round of
applause. 

Nineteen days, New Hampshire. [Applause]
Nineteen days. In 19 days, you’re going to step
into a voting booth, and you’ve got a big choice
to make. It’s not just a choice between two
candidates or parties, it’s about two different
visions for this country that we love.

Governor Romney’s got his sales pitch. He’s
been running around talking about his five-
point PowerPoint plan for the economy.
[Laughter] But as we saw the other night, it’s
not a five-point—[applause]—what he’s selling
is not a five-point plan, it’s really just a one-
point plan: Folks at the top get to play with a
different set of rules than you do.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, now, vote. 

They can pay lower taxes; they can keep
their money offshore; they can buy companies,
load it up with debt, lay off workers, strip their
pensions, send their jobs overseas; they can
still make money doing it, turning a big profit.
It’s the same philosophy that’s been squeezing
middle class families for more than a decade.
It’s the same philosophy that got us into this
mess. 

For the last 4 years, I’ve watched the Ameri-
can people, with their resilience and resolve,
overcoming the pain and struggle and dealing
with the consequences of the worst financial
crisis since the Great Depression. We’ve
worked too hard to let this country go down
that path again. 

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. New Hampshire, we cannot
grow this economy from the top down. This
economy grows from the middle out, when ev-
erybody has ladders of opportunity; if they
work hard, they can succeed, they can get
ahead. That’s how we move ahead. And when
workers have a decent living, have a little mon-
ey in their pockets, that means they’re out there
as customers buying goods, and that means
businesses do better, and that means business-
es make more profits; then they hire more
workers. That’s how you grow an economy. 

That’s why we can’t go backward. That’s why
we’ve got to move forward. That’s why I’m
running for a second term as President of the
United States. 

On Tuesday, Governor Romney took anoth-
er stab at trying to sell us this $5 trillion tax cut
that favors the wealthy. He took another swing
at it, and he whiffed. Instead of telling us how
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he’d pay for it, he said, I’ll let you know after
the election.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. And then when I asked him

about it, he said, I’m a businessman, I know
the numbers will work, take my word for it. 

Now, here—I’m going to let you in on a lit-
tle tip: When a politician tells you he’s going to
wait until after the election, it’s not because
their plan is so good that they don’t want to
spoil the secret. [Laughter] That’s usually not
what’s going on. And in this case, just about ev-
erybody who’s looked at his tax plan says he
can’t pay for it without blowing a hole in the
deficit, or raising your taxes, raising taxes on
the middle class.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo——
Audience members. Vote!
The President. Vote. 
So then, Governor Romney says he’s got an-

other plan to create 12 million jobs in the next
4 years. But when folks started crunching the
numbers, his jobs plan fell apart even faster
than his tax plan. The Washington Post called
it a “bait and switch.” A bait and switch.

So let’s recap. He’s got a tax plan that
doesn’t add up. He’s got a jobs plan that
doesn’t create jobs. He’s got a deficit plan that
doesn’t reduce the deficit. Listen, New Hamp-
shire, you’ve heard of the New Deal; you’ve
heard of the Square Deal and the Fair Deal.
Mitt Romney is trying to sell you a sketchy
deal. 

We don’t need a sketchy deal. We know bet-
ter, because the last time this sketchy deal was
tried was in the previous administration; made
the same sales pitch, told you the same stuff:
Look, if we cut these taxes, the economy is go-
ing to grow so much, the deficit is going to
come down, don’t worry about it. Just like they
said we didn’t have to pay for two wars. It
didn’t work, and that’s why you’re not buying
it. We have been there. We’ve tried it. We’re
not going back. We’re moving forward. I need
your help to finish what we started in 2008. 

Now, I made some commitments 4 years
ago. I told you I’d end the war in Iraq, and we
did. I said we’d end the war in Afghanistan; we

are. I said we’d refocus on the terrorists who
actually attacked us on 9/11, and we have. And
today, a new tower rises above the New York
skyline, and Al Qaida is on the path to defeat,
and Usama bin Laden is dead. 

Four years ago, I promised to cut middle
class taxes, and we have, by $3,600. I promised
to cut taxes for small-business owners, and we
have 18 times. And by the way, you’ll hear
Governor Romney talk about small businesses.
What he doesn’t tell you is his definition of
small businesses includes Donald Trump—
[laughter]—includes hedge fund managers. 

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo——
Audience members. Vote!
The President. Vote.
We got back every dime used to rescue the

banks. And then, we passed a law to end
taxpayer-funded Wall Street bailouts for good.
We put that in place. 

Four years ago, I said in this great country of
ours, nobody should go bankrupt when they
get sick, and so we passed health reform—yes,
I like the name Obamacare—so your insurance
companies can’t jerk you around anymore. So
young people can stay on their parents’ plans
until they’re 26. So women can’t be charged
more than men for their insurance; being a
woman is not a preexisting condition. 

We repealed “don’t ask, don’t tell” because
anybody who is willing to sacrifice and serve
this country we love shouldn’t be prevented
because of who they love. 

When Governor Romney said we should let
Detroit go bankrupt, we said, no, thanks; we’re
not going to take that business advice. [Laugh-
ter] We reinvented a dying auto industry that’s
come roaring back to the top of the world. 

And you may have heard, by the way, in the
debate Governor Romney trying to claim that I
did what he advised. 

Audience members. No!
The President. Did you hear that? 
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Unbelievable. [Laughter]
The President. Everybody in the auto indus-

try knows that’s not what he said. He just went
ahead and said it. 
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Today, 4 years after the worst economic cri-
sis of our lifetimes, we’re moving forward
again. After losing 800,000 jobs a month when
I took office, our businesses have added more
than 5 million new jobs over the past 2½ years.
Unemployment has fallen from 10 percent to
7.8 percent. Home values are back on the rise.
The stock market’s nearly doubled. Manufac-
turing is coming home. Our assembly lines are
getting back to work. 

We need to keep moving forward. We’ve got
more work to do. That’s why I’m running for a
second term. 

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years! 

The President. So I’ve—look, we have more
work to do though. I will not be satisfied until
everybody who wants to work hard can find a
job. And that means we’ve got to have a plan to
grow not just the economy and create jobs, but
create good jobs and provide security for the
middle class. 

So, number one, I want to send fewer jobs
overseas, sell more products overseas. We—
Governor Romney has no problem giving tax
breaks to companies that are shipping jobs
overseas or outsourcing. But I want to reward
companies that are investing right here, invest-
ing in New Hampshire, investing in Manches-
ter: insourcing, opening new plants, hiring new
workers, creating new jobs right here in Amer-
ica. That’s what we need to do. 

I want to control more of our own energy
and how we use energy. After 30 years of doing
nothing, we raised fuel standards so by the
middle of the next decade your cars and trucks
will go twice as far on a gallon of gas. We’ve
doubled the amount of renewable energy we
generate from sources like wind and solar,
even as we’ve increased the production of oil
and natural gas. So today, America is less de-
pendent on foreign oil than any time in the last
two decades. Think about that. Our oil imports
are going down. 

So now you’ve got a choice between a plan
that reverses this progress or one that builds on
it. Governor Romney feels comfortable with
taxpayers providing oil companies $4 billion a
year in taxpayer-funded corporate welfare. 

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t——
Audience members. Vote! Vote! Vote!
The President. We’re not going to boo, we’re

going to vote.
But you know what, I understand why you

wouldn’t be happy with that idea, because we
should be taking that $4 billion and investing it
in the energy sources of tomorrow. Right? We
don’t want China to win the race for clean en-
ergy technology. We want that technology de-
veloped here in the United States of America. 

And by the way, those investments not only
create good jobs here at home, create new in-
dustries here at home, but it also reduces the
carbon pollution that’s heating our planet. Cli-
mate change is not a hoax. Droughts and floods
and fires, they’re not a joke. They are a threat
to our children’s future, and we’ve got to deal
with it in a serious way that also grows our
economy. We can do that. 

Number three, I want the best education
system in the world right here in the United
States. Michelle and I are only where we are
because of the chance an education gave us.
And today, because of the actions my adminis-
tration took, millions of students all across the
country are paying less for college. We took a
system that was wasting tens of billions of dol-
lars on banks and lenders, we said let’s cut out
the middleman, give the money directly to the
students. And as a consequence, young people
are getting a better deal. 

Now, Governor Romney wants to reverse
some of these choices. He wants to gut some of
our investment in education to pay—help pay
for this $5 trillion tax cut. I think we should
make sure that we are doing more in educa-
tion: hiring new math and science teachers so
that they can get the lead in the technology
that’s going to shape our economy in the fu-
ture. Provide job training for 2 million more
workers at community colleges. Work with col-
leges and universities to keep tuition low. 

That’s my agenda for change. That’s what
we need to do. We can have that future, but
you’ve got to vote. That’s why I’m running for a
second term. 
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I know—I suspect we’ve got some teachers
in the audience. Governor Romney said hiring
more teachers won’t grow our economy. Then
he said class size doesn’t matter. He said class
size doesn’t matter. There’s not a teacher or a
parent who doesn’t believe this. Making sure
that our kids are thriving in math and sci-
ence—where we know there are going to be
more jobs—that will grow our economy. Hav-
ing them as—be able to get a job as an engi-
neer, maybe start the next Apple or the next
Intel, that will create jobs. That should be a na-
tional mission. That’s what we’re fighting for. 

And by the way, we want our sons to thrive
in math and science and engineering, but we
also want our daughters to thrive in those fields
too. See, we don’t have to order up some bind-
ers to find qualified, talented, driven young
women who can learn and excel in these fields
right now. And when these young women
graduate, I want them to receive equal pay for
equal work. 

I don’t know why this is so complicated.
[Laughter] Governor Romney still won’t say
whether or not he supported a law to protect
that right, no matter how many times he’s
asked. This is not that hard. I’ve got two
daughters. I want to make sure they get paid
the same as somebody’s sons for doing the
same job. Pretty straightforward. Any confu-
sion there?

Audience members. No!
The President. You know where I stand.

Look, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, this
was the first bill I signed into law. And I know
you want the same thing for your daughters, or
sisters, or moms, or grandmas as I do. And this
is not—as I said in the debate, this is not just a
women’s issue, this is a family issue, this is an
economic issue. 

I also believe women should make their own
health care decisions. I know you’ve got—and
it’s not just Washington that sometimes deals
with this issue. You’ve got a State legislature up
here that sometimes acts like it knows better
than women when it comes to women’s own
health care decisions. My opponent has got the
same approach. Governor Romney said he’d
end funding for Planned Parenthood, despite

all the work it does to provide women with
mammograms and breast cancer screenings.

Audience members. Vote!
The President. Vote!
Audience members. Vote! Vote! Vote!
The President. All right, you guys are getting

it. You guys are getting it. [Laughter] 
He supports—we made sure that insurance

companies are providing women with contra-
ception. He supported legislation that would
turn those decisions over to a woman’s employ-
er. Think about that. Do you think, like, your
boss or your insurance company or some politi-
cian in Concord or Washington should get con-
trol of your health care choices? 

Audience members. No!
The President. The health care law we

passed puts those choices in your hands where
they belong. That’s where they’re going to stay
as long as I’m President of the United States,
as long as you vote. 

Audience members. Vote! Vote! Vote!
The President. All right. Now, we also have

to make sure that we’re using the money we’re
saving from ending the war in Iraq, winding
down the war in Afghanistan, to put our people
back to work here doing some nation-building
here at home. 

We’ve got a debate on Monday on foreign
policy, and I’m very interested in seeing what
Governor Romney has to say about this.
[Laughter] You know, he said that it was “trag-
ic” the way I ended the war in Iraq. Last week,
he said we should still have troops in Iraq. 

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Vote. Vote. [Laughter] 
Audience members. Vote! Vote! Vote!
The President. Look, one of the great honors

of my job is serving as Commander in Chief
and meeting the amazing men and women in
our Armed Services who serve us every single
day. I think bringing our troops home after do-
ing the job they did in Iraq was the right thing
to do. Reuniting them with their families was
the right thing to do. The 33,000 troops that
we’ve brought home this year from Afghani-
stan, that was the right thing to do. 

And every brave American who wears this
country’s uniform should know this: As long as
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I’m your Commander in Chief, I will sustain
the strongest military the world has ever
known. And when you take off that uniform,
we’re going to serve you as well as you’ve
served us, because nobody who has fought for
us should ever have to fight for a job when they
come home or a roof over their heads when
they come home or the benefits they’ve earned
when they come home. 

All right. And finally, we’ve got to cut the
deficit by $4 trillion over the next 10 years. I’ve
put forward a plan to do it, and I’ve worked
with the Republicans and Democrats already
to cut spending that we didn’t need or we
couldn’t afford, and I’m ready to do more. But
I’m not going to cut things like education. I’m
not going to cut research that helps grow our
economy. 

We can’t get this done unless we also ask the
wealthiest households to pay higher taxes on
their incomes above $250,000, pay the same
rate we had when Bill Clinton was President,
we created 23 million new jobs, and we went
from a deficit to surplus. That’s how you do it. 

Governor Romney said he thinks it’s fair
that he pays a lower tax rate than a teacher who
makes $50,000. 

Audience members. Boo!
Audience members. Vote! Vote! Vote! 
The President. Vote! 
He is wrong. I’m not going to ask middle

class families to give up your deductions on a
home mortgage or your deductions for raising
a kid just to pay for another millionaire’s tax
cut. I’m not going to ask students who are here
to pay more for college or kick kids out of
Head Start or eliminate health insurance for
millions of Americans just to pay for a tax we
don’t need—tax cut we don’t need. That’s not
who we are. That’s not what we’re about. 

Governor Romney and, frankly, his allies in
Congress, they have banked on this idea that
somehow in America everybody is on their
own. If you get—if you don’t have health insur-
ance, hope you don’t get sick. If you can’t af-
ford to start a business or go to college, he says,
borrow money from your parents. You know
what, that’s not who we are. That’s not what
we’re about. 

We believe in self-reliance, we believe in in-
dividual initiative, but we also believe we’re all
in this together. We understand America is not
just what can be done for us, but what can be
done by us together, as one Nation, as one peo-
ple: Black, White, Hispanic, Asian, Native
American, gay, straight, abled, disabled, every-
body coming together. That’s what we’re fight-
ing for. That’s our vision of America. 

That’s the vision we fought for in 2008. And
because of you we were able to make amazing
things happen. You’re the reason there’s a little
girl with a heart disorder who needs surgery,
but now has the security of knowing she’s go-
ing to get that surgery because there aren’t any
lifetime limits on her insurance coverage. You
made that happen. 

You’re the reason a young man who’ll nev-
er—who thought he’d never be able to afford
his dreams to go to medical school now is going
to have that chance. You made that possible. 

You’re the reason a young immigrant who
grew up here and went to school here and
pledged allegiance to our flag will no longer be
deported from the only country she’s ever
called home. 

You’re the reason folks who served us so
bravely are now embracing their family again
and hearing those words, “Welcome home.”
[Applause] Welcome home. Welcome home.
That happened because of you. 

So, in 19 days, New Hampshire, you can
keep moving this country forward. In 19 days,
you get to choose between the top-down poli-
cies that got us into this mess or the policies
that are getting us out of this mess. In 19 days,
you can choose a foreign policy that takes us
into wars without a plan to getting—get us out
or turning the page and ending wars responsi-
bly and bringing our troops home and focusing
on building America. 

In 19 days, you can choose to turn back the
clock 50 years for immigrants or gays or wom-
en, or you can stand up and say we are going to
move forward: that we’re a country that will
continue to be one that treats everybody with
dignity and fairness; a country where no matter
what you look like or what—where you come
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from or who you love, you can make it if you
try. 

That’s what’s at stake, New Hampshire.
That’s why I’m asking for your vote. I believe
in you. I need you to keep believing in me. 

I’m asking for your help to finish the job.
And if you’ll stand with me and work with me
and knock on some doors for me, make some
phone calls with me, if you’ll vote for me, New
Hampshire, we’ll win New Hampshire again.
We’ll win this election. We’ll finish what we
started and remind the world why the United

States of America is the greatest nation on
Earth. 

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:02 p.m. at
Veteran’s Memorial Park. In his remarks, he
referred to Elle Shaheen, granddaughter of
Sen. C. Jeanne Shaheen; Donald J. Trump,
chairman and chief executive officer, Trump
Organization; and Republican Presidential
nominee W. Mitt Romney.

Remarks at the Alfred E. Smith Memorial Foundation Dinner in New York
City
October 18, 2012

The President. Thank you. Everyone, please
take your seats; otherwise, Clint Eastwood will
yell at them. [Laughter]

Thank you to Al and Nan; to Your Emi-
nence; Governor, Mrs. Romney; Governor
Cuomo; Mayor Bloomberg; Senator Schumer;
all the distinguished guests who are here.

In less than 3 weeks, voters in States like
Ohio, Virginia, and Florida will decide this in-
credibly important election, which begs the
question, what are we doing here? [Laughter]

Of course, New Yorkers also have a big
choice to make: You have to decide which one
of us you want holding up traffic for the next 4
years. [Laughter]

Tonight I am here with a man whose father
was a popular Governor and who knows what
it’s like to run a major northeastern State and
who could very well be President someday, and
I’m hoping it is Andrew Cuomo. [Laughter]

This is the third time that Governor Rom-
ney and I have met recently. As some of you
may have noticed, I had a lot more energy at
our second debate. [Laughter] I felt really well
rested after the nice, long nap I had in the first
debate. [Laughter] Although it turns out
millions of Americans focused in on the second
debate who didn’t focus in on the first debate,
and I happen to be one of them. [Laughter]

I particularly want to apologize to Chris
Matthews. [Laughter] Four years ago, I gave

him a thrill up his leg—[laughter]—this time
around I gave him a stroke. [Laughter]

Of course, there’s a lot of things I learned
from that experience. For example, I learned
that there are worse things that can happen to
you on your anniversary than forgetting to buy
a gift. [Laughter] So take note, gentlemen.

Now, win or lose, this is my last political
campaign. So I’m trying to drink it all in. Un-
fortunately, Mayor Bloomberg will only let me
have 16 ounces of it. [Laughter] But that’s
okay. I’m still making the most of my time in
the city. Earlier today I went shopping at some
stores in Midtown. I understand Governor
Romney went shopping for some stores in
Midtown. [Laughter]

And it brought back some great memories
because, some of you know, I went to school
here in New York, had a wonderful experience
here. I used to love walking through Central
Park, loved to go to old Yankee Stadium, the
house that Ruth built, although he really did
not build that. [Laughter] I hope everybody is
aware of that.

It’s been 4 years since I was last at the Al
Smith Dinner. And I have to admit some
things have changed since then. I’ve heard
some people say: “Barack, you’re not as young
as you used to be. Where’s that golden smile?
Where’s that pep in your step?” And I say:
“Settle down, Joe. I’m trying to run a Cabinet
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meeting here.” [Laughter] He does smile
when he says it though. 

Tomorrow it’s back to campaigning. I visit
cities and towns across our great country, and I
hear the same thing everywhere I go: Honest-
ly, we were hoping to see Michelle. [Laughter]
And I have to admit it can be a grind. Some-
times it feels like this race has dragged on for-
ever. But Paul Ryan assured me that we’ve on-
ly been running for 2 hours and 50-something
minutes. [Laughter]

Of course, the economy is on everybody’s
minds. The unemployment rate is at its lowest
level since I took office. I don’t have a joke
here. I just thought it would be useful to re-
mind everybody that the unemployment rate is
at the lowest it’s been since I took office.
[Laughter]

And we’re getting to that time when folks
are making up their minds. Just the other day,
Honey Boo Boo endorsed me. [Laughter] So
that’s a big relief.

Ultimately, though, tonight is not about the
disagreements Governor Romney and I may
have. It’s what we have in common, beginning
with our unusual names. Actually, Mitt is his
middle name. I wish I could use my middle
name. [Laughter]

And even though we’re enjoying ourselves
tonight, we’re both thinking ahead of our final
debate on Monday. I’m hoping that Governor
Romney and I will have a chance to answer the
question that is on the minds of millions of
Americans watching at home: Is this happen-
ing again? [Laughter] Why aren’t they putting
on “The Voice”? [Laughter]

Now, Monday’s debate is a little bit different
because the topic is foreign policy. Spoiler
alert: We got bin Laden. [Applause] Of course,
world affairs are a challenge for every candi-
date. After—some of you guys remember, af-
ter my foreign trip in 2008, I was attacked as a
celebrity because I was so popular with our al-
lies overseas. And I have to say, I’m impressed
with how well Governor Romney has avoided
that problem. [Laughter]

Now, just so everyone knows, in our third
debate, we won’t spend a whole lot of time in-

terrupting each other. We will also interrupt
the moderator, just to mix things up. 

And finally, let me say that I’ve been doing
some thinking, and I’ve decided that for our fi-
nal debate, I’m going to go back to the strategy
I used to prepare for the first debate. [Laugh-
ter] I’m just kidding; I’m trying to make Axel-
rod sweat a little bit. [Laughter] Get him a lit-
tle nervous. [Laughter]

In all seriousness, I couldn’t be more hon-
ored to be here this evening. I’m honored to be
with leaders of both the private and public sec-
tors, and particularly, the extraordinary work
that is done by the Catholic Church.

It’s written in Scripture that tribulation pro-
duces perseverance, and perseverance, charac-
ter, and character, hope. This country has
fought through some very tough years togeth-
er, and while we still have a lot of work ahead,
we’ve come as far as we have mainly because of
the perseverance and character of ordinary
Americans. And it says something about who
we are as a people that in the middle of a con-
tentious election season, opposing candidates
can share the same stage, people from both
parties can come together to support a worthy
cause.

And I particularly want to thank Governor
Romney for joining me because I admire him
very much as a family man and a loving father,
and those are two titles that will always matter
more than any political ones.

So we may have different political perspec-
tives, but I think—in fact, I’m certain—that we
share the hope that the next 4 years will reflect
the same decency and the same willingness to
come together for a higher purpose that are on
display this evening. May we all, in the words
of Al Smith, do our full duty as citizens.

God bless you. God bless your families. And
may God bless the United States of America.
Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:23 p.m. at the
Waldorf Astoria New York hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to actor Clint Eastwood; Al-
fred E. Smith IV, great-grandson of former
Gov. Alfred E. Smith of New York, and his
wife Nan; Archbishop of New York Cardinal
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Timothy M. Dolan, president, Alfred E. Smith
Memorial Foundation; Republican Presiden-
tial nominee W. Mitt Romney and his wife
Ann; Chris Matthews, host, MSNBC’s “Hard-
ball With Chris Matthews” program; Vice
President Joe Biden; Republican Vice Presi-

dential nominee Paul D. Ryan; 6-year-old
beauty pageant participant Alana Thompson,
in her role on TLC’s “Here Comes Honey Boo
Boo!” program; and David M. Axelrod, com-
munications director, Obama 2012 reelection
campaign.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Fairfax, Virginia
October 19, 2012

The President. Hello, Virginia! Are you fired
up? Are you ready to go? I can’t hear you!
Well, it’s good to be back. Thank you.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Can everybody please give
Cecile a big round of applause for the great in-
troduction and the work she does? We’ve got
your Congressman here, Gerry Connolly in the
house.

Eighteen days. Eighteen days, Virginia.
Eighteen days and you’re going to step into a
voting booth. And you’re going to have a very
big choice to make, not just a choice between
two candidates or two parties, but between two
fundamentally different visions for this country
that we love.

Governor Romney has got his sales pitch.
We heard it the other night in the debate. He’s
been running around talking about his five-
point plan for the economy.

Audience member. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, vote. [Applause]

Vote!
He wants you to believe that somehow he’ll

create 12 million jobs, cut taxes by $5 trillion,
even though it favors the wealthiest Americans.
None of this will add to the deficit.

When folks who don’t actually work for Gov-
ernor Romney start crunching the numbers, it
turns out, the tax plan doesn’t add up, jobs plan
doesn’t create jobs, deficit plan doesn’t reduce
the deficit. An economist at the New York
Times put it this morning, “There’s no jobs
plan; there’s just a snow job on the American
people.” A snow job.

Virginia, you’ve heard of the New Deal,
you’ve heard of the Square Deal, the Fair

Deal. Mitt Romney is trying to give you a
sketchy deal. [Laughter] A sketchy deal.

And it’s really just a one-point plan, not a
five point plan: one point, folks at the very top
play by a different set of rules than all of you.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Listen, don’t boo, vote. [Laughter]
If he offered you that deal when he was in

corporate finance, you wouldn’t give him a
dime. So why would you give him his vote?

This same philosophy that’s been squeezing
the middle class family for more than a decade,
the same philosophy that got us into this mess.
We can’t go back to that.

Audience members. No!
The President. I’ve met too many good

Americans who work so hard, show so much
resilience, so much resolve; we have been
fighting our way back from some of the same
policies he’s advocating. We have been there,
we have tried it, we can’t go back. We are mov-
ing forward. And that’s why I’m running for a
second term as President of the United States.

Now, I believe that the biggest issue in this
election is how do we rebuild a strong middle
class and provide ladders for opportunity all
those who want to get into the middle class,
who are willing to work hard, willing to take re-
sponsibility. Are we going to make sure that
we’re a country where everybody gets a fair
shot and everybody is doing their fair share and
everybody is playing by the same rules?

So the economy is the dominant issue. But I
want everybody to understand that that’s not
the only place where Governor Romney is of-
fering you a sketchy deal. It’s bad enough that
my opponent wants to take us back to the
failed economic policies of the past. But when
it comes to issues critical to women—the right
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to make your own decision about your health,
the right to be treated fairly and equally in the
workplace—Governor Romney wants to take
us to policies more suited to the 1950s. Even
his own running mate said he’s “kind of a
throwback to the fifties.” That’s one thing we
agree on. [Laughter]

But I—he may not have noticed, we’re in
the 21st century. And in the 21st century, a
woman deserves equal pay for equal work. This
should be a no-brainer. But no matter how
many times Governor Romney is asked wheth-
er or not he supports a law upholding that idea,
he refuses to say. Why should this be hard? Are
you for equal pay for equal work? Are you for
making sure that laws enforce that basic princi-
ple?

He can’t tell you. I can. I support that law.
In fact, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act was
the first law that I signed into office. And this
isn’t just a women’s issue. No man should want
his wife or his daughters paid less than a man
for doing the same job. This is a family issue.
This is an economic issue. It’s one that we’ve
got to fight for.

When Governor Romney says he’s going to
get rid of funding for Planned Parenthood——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo——
Audience members. Vote!
The President. Vote.
What he apparently doesn’t understand is

that there are millions of women all across the
country who rely on Planned Parenthood not
just for contraceptive care, but for preventive
care. That’s not just a health issue, it’s an eco-
nomic issue.

When Governor Romney said he’d have
supported an extreme measure in Massachu-
setts that could have outlawed some forms of
contraception, when he joined the far right of
his party to support a bill that would have al-
lowed any employer to deny contraceptive care
to their employees——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo——
Audience members. Vote!
The President. Vote. [Laughter]

What he didn’t get is that making sure your
insurance policy covers contraceptive care is an
economic issue also. I don’t think your boss
should decide what’s best for your health and
safety.

Audience members. No!
The President. I don’t think your insurance

company gets to decide what care you should
get.

Audience members. No!
The President. And I sure don’t think any

politician should decide. The only person who
should decide about your health care is you.

And by the way, that’s why we fought so
hard to pass health care reform, a.k.a. Obam-
acare. That’s why we pushed for it.

This law has secured new access to preven-
tive care like mammograms and other cancer
screenings for more than 20 million women—
with no copay, no deductible, no out-of-pocket
cost—because I do not believe a working
mother should have to put off a mammogram
just because money is tight.

This law means that most health plans are
now beginning to cover the cost of contracep-
tive care, because I don’t think a college stu-
dent in Charlottesville or Blacksburg or Fairfax
should have to choose between textbooks or
the preventive care that she needs.

And by the way, for all the young people out
here, Obamacare has already allowed nearly 7
million young adults under the age of 26 to
sign up to stay on their parents’ plans.

For all those who are young at heart, but not
young in years, it’s already saved millions of se-
niors on Medicare hundreds of dollars on their
prescription medicine.

Insurance companies can no longer put life-
time limits on your care or discriminate against
children with preexisting conditions. And soon,
they’ll no longer be able to charge women
more for the same care just because they’re
women. That’s what change looks like.

Audience member. We love you, Obama!
The President. Thank you.
Now, anybody who thinks that this election

doesn’t matter, know this: My opponent has
promised to repeal all of the things we just
talked about as soon as he takes office, says



Oct. 19 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

1606

he’d do it on day one. We know full well that if
he gets the chance, he’ll rubberstamp the
agenda of this Republican Congress the second
he takes office. Virginia, we can’t give him that
chance.

Audience members. No!
The President. I know he’s called him se-

verely—he’s called himself “severely conserva-
tive,” but there’s nothing conservative about a
government that prevents a woman from mak-
ing her own health care decisions.

He talks about freedom, but freedom is the
ability to choose the care you need when you
need it. Freedom is the ability to change jobs
or start your own business without the fear of
losing your health insurance. Freedom is the
knowledge that you’ll no longer be charged
more than men for the same health care or de-
nied affordable coverage just because you beat
cancer.

When the next President and Congress
could tip the balance of the highest court in
the land in a way that turns back the clock for
women and families for decades to come, you
don’t want someone who needs to ask for bind-
ers of women. You don’t want that guy. You
want a President who has already appointed
two unbelievable women to the Supreme
Court of the United States.

So, Virginia, the choice——
Audience members. Obama! Obama! Obama!
The President. The choice between going

backward and moving forward has never been
so clear. But now that we’re 18 days out from
the election, Mr. Severely Conservative—
[laughter]—wants you to think he was severely
kidding about everything he said over the last
year. [Laughter] He told folks he was “the ide-
al candidate” for the Tea Party. Now suddenly,
he’s saying, “What, who, me?” [Laughter] He’s
forgetting what his own positions are, and he’s
betting that you will too.

I mean, he’s changing up so much and back-
tracking and sidestepping—[laughter]—we’ve
got to name this condition that he’s going
through. I think it’s called “Romnesia.”
[Laughter] That’s what it’s called. [Applause] I
think that’s what he’s going through.

Now, I’m not a medical doctor, but I do
want to go over some of the symptoms with
you because I want to make sure nobody else
catches it. [Laughter] If you say you’re for
equal pay for equal work, but you keep refus-
ing to say whether or not you’d sign a bill that
protects equal pay for equal work, you might
have Romnesia. [Laughter]

If you say women should have access to con-
traceptive care, but you support legislation that
would let your employer deny you contracep-
tive care, you might have a case of Romnesia.

If you say you’ll protect a woman’s right to
choose, but you stand up at a primary debate
and said that you’d be delighted to sign a law
outlying—outlawing that right to choose in all
cases, man, you’ve definitely got Romnesia.

Now, this extends to other issues. If you say
earlier in the year, I’m going to give a tax cut to
the top 1 percent and then in a debate you say,
I don’t know anything about giving tax cuts to
rich folks, you need to get a thermometer, take
your temperature, because you’ve probably got
Romnesia.

If you say that you’re a champion of the coal
industry when, while you were Governor you
stood in front of a coal plant and said, this plant
will kill you—[laughter]——

Audience members. Romnesia!
The President. ——that’s some Romnesia.
So I think you’re being able—you’re begin-

ning to be able to identify these symptoms.
And if you come down with a case of Romnesia
and you can’t seem to remember the policies
that are still on your website—[laughter]—or
the promises you’ve made over the 6 years
you’ve been running for President, here’s the
good news: Obamacare covers preexisting con-
ditions. [Laughter] We can fix you up. We’ve
got a cure. We can make you well, Virginia.
This is a curable disease. [Laughter]

Women, men—all of you—these are family
issues. These are economic issues. I want my
daughters to have the same opportunities as
anybody’s sons. I believe America does bet-
ter—the economy grows more, we create more
jobs—when everybody participates, when ev-
eryone is getting a fair shot, everybody is get-
ting a fair shake, everybody is playing by the
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same rules, everybody is doing their fair share.
That’s why I’m running for a second term for
President of the United States. I need you to
help me finish the job.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Four years ago, I told you
we’d end the war in Iraq, and we did. I said
we’d end the war in Afghanistan; we are. I said
we’d refocus on the terrorists who actually at-
tacked us on 9/11, and we have. Al Qaida is on
the path to defeat. Usama bin Laden is dead.

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for
middle class families, and I have. I promised to
cut taxes for small-business owners; we have 18
times.

We got every dime back from the banks that
we used for—to rescue those banks. We
passed laws to end taxpayer-funded Wall
Street bailouts for good.

We repealed “don’t ask, don’t tell” to make
sure that nobody who wants to serve our coun-
try gets kicked out because of who they love.

When Governor Romney said we’d let—
he’d let Detroit go bankrupt, we said, we’re not
going to take your advice. We reinvented a dy-
ing auto industry; it’s come roaring back to the
top of the world.

Four years after the worst economic crisis of
our lifetime, we’re moving. After losing
800,000 jobs a month when I took office, busi-
nesses have now added over 5 million new
jobs. Unemployment has fallen from 10 per-
cent to 7.8 percent. Home values are back on
the rise. The stock market has nearly doubled,
401(k)s are starting to recover, manufacturing
is coming home, assembly lines are humming
again. We’ve got to keep moving forward.
We’ve got to keep moving forward.

We’ve got more work to do. I’ve got a plan—
and it’s a real plan, not a sales pitch—to grow
the economy and create jobs and build more
security for the middle class.

I want to send fewer jobs overseas and sell
more products overseas. I want to invest in man-
ufacturers and small businesses that create jobs
right here in Virginia, right here in America.

I want us to control more of our own energy,
cut oil imports in half, create thousands of
clean energy jobs.

I want every child to have the same chance
at a great education that Michelle and I re-
ceived. I want to hire more teachers in math
and science, train 2 million workers at commu-
nity colleges, bring down the cost of college tu-
ition.

I want to use the savings from ending the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to pay down our
deficit, put our people back to work right here,
doing some nation-building here at home.

That’s the agenda you need. That’s the agen-
da we need. That’s how we strengthen the
middle class. That’s how we’ll keep moving for-
ward. And in 18 days, you’re going to have a
chance to say whether we keep moving for-
ward.

In 18 days, you can choose between top-
down economic policies that got us into this
mess or the middle-class-out policies that are
getting us out of this mess.

In 18 days, you can choose a foreign policy
that gets us into wars with no plan to get out, or
you can say let’s end the Afghan war responsi-
bly, let’s bring our troops home. Let’s focus on
making sure that we’re building America.

In 18 days, you can let them turn back the
clock 50 years for immigrants and gays and
women, or we can stand up and say we are a
country in which everybody has a place. A
country where no matter where you are, no
matter what you look like, no matter where you
come from—Black, White, Hispanic, Asian,
Native American, young, old, gay, straight,
able, disabled—we have a place for everybody.
Everybody has got a chance to make it if you
try.

That’s what’s at stake, Virginia. That’s why
I’m asking you for your vote. I believe in you. I
need you to keep believing in me. I want to fin-
ish the job. And if you’re willing to stand with
me and make some phone calls with me and
knock on some doors with me, get your friends
to vote for me, we will win Fairfax County
again. We will win Virginia again. We’ll finish
what we started. And we’ll remind the world
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why the United States of America is the great-
est nation on Earth.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America. Hey!

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. at
George Mason University. In his remarks, he

referred to Cecile Richards, president,
Planned Parenthood Federation of America;
Paul Krugman, columnist, New York Times;
and Republican Presidential nominee W. Mitt
Romney and Vice Presidential nominee Paul
D. Ryan.

The President’s Weekly Address
October 20, 2012

Hi, everybody. In recent weeks, you might
have noticed something or maybe even heard
the sound of it if you live close enough. New
homes are going up. In fact, construction
workers are breaking ground on new homes in
America at the fastest pace in more than 4
years.

At the same time, more homes are being sold.
Home values are back on the rise. And foreclo-
sure filings are at their lowest point in the 5
years since the housing bubble burst and left
millions of responsible families holding the bag.

Now, we’re not where we need to be yet.
Too many homes are still underwater. Too
many families are still having a hard time mak-
ing the mortgage on their piece of the Ameri-
can Dream. But one of the heaviest drags on
our recovery is getting lighter. Now we have to
build on the progress we’ve made and keep
moving forward.

I never believed that the best way to deal
with the housing market was to just sit back, do
nothing, and simply wait for things to hit bot-
tom. That would have been a disaster for all
the responsible families who—through no fault
of their own—are struggling to make ends
meet.

Instead, I’ve made helping those homeown-
ers a priority. Since I took office, my adminis-
tration has taken action to help millions of fam-
ilies stay in their homes. We teamed up with
attorneys general in almost every State to in-
vestigate and crack down on the practices that
caused this mess. And in the end, we secured a
$25 billion settlement from the biggest
banks—one of the biggest settlements in histo-
ry—and used it to provide relief to families all
across America.

We’ve taken action to help responsible hom-
eowners refinance their mortgages. As a result,
just this year, hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans who were stuck in high-interest loans
have been able to take advantage of historically
low rates and are saving thousands of dollars
every year.

And now I want every homeowner in Amer-
ica to have that chance. I just wish it didn’t re-
quire an act of Congress. But it does. So, back
in February, I sent Congress a plan to give ev-
ery responsible homeowner the chance to save
about $3,000 a year on their mortgage by refi-
nancing at historically low rates. That’s the
equivalent of a $3,000 tax cut.

It’s a plan that we know will work. It has the
support of independent, nonpartisan econo-
mists and leaders across the housing industry.
It’s a no-brainer that should have passed easily.

But Republicans in Congress banded to-
gether and kept this plan from even coming
to a vote. They banded together and pre-
vented millions of Americans—including
many of you listening today—from saving
$3,000 a year. That’s money that could have
gone back into the value of your home or
your kid’s college savings account. That’s
money that could have gone into your local
businesses so they could hire and create
more jobs in your town.

But Republicans in Congress still won’t let
that happen. And that’s only held back the
economy, when we should be doing everything
we can to accelerate our economic engine.

Let’s be honest. Republicans in Congress
won’t act on this plan before the election. But
maybe they’ll come to their senses afterward if
you give them a push. So contact your Repre-
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sentative, especially if this plan will help you or
somebody you know. Tell him or her that
American homeowners have waited long
enough. Tell them that it’s time for Congress
to stop standing in the way of our recovery and
start standing up for you. Thanks, and have a
great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:05 p.m. on October 18 in the Blue
Room at the White House for broadcast on
October 20. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Octo-
ber 19, but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m. on October 20.

Statement on the Death of Former Senator George S. McGovern
October 21, 2012

George McGovern dedicated his life to serv-
ing the country he loved. He signed up to fight
in World War II and became a decorated
bomber pilot over the battlefields of Europe.
When the people of South Dakota sent him to
Washington, this hero of war became a cham-

pion for peace. And after his career in Con-
gress, he became a leading voice in the fight
against hunger. George was a statesman of
great conscience and conviction, and Michelle
and I share our thoughts and prayers with his
family.

Presidential Debate in Boca Raton, Florida
October 22, 2012

Moderator Bob Schieffer. Good evening
from the campus of Lynn University here in
Boca Raton, Florida. This is the fourth and last
debate of the 2012 campaign, brought to you
by the Commission on Presidential Debates.
This one is on foreign policy. I’m Bob Schieffer
of CBS News.

The questions are mine, and I have not
shared them with the candidates or their aides.
The audience has taken a vow of silence: no
applause, no reaction of any kind, except right
now, when we welcome President Barack
Obama and Governor Mitt Romney.

They’ve asked me to divide the evening into
segments. I’ll pose a question at the beginning
of each segment. You’ll each have 2 minutes to
respond, and then, we will have a general dis-
cussion until we move to the next segment.

Tonight’s debate, as both of you know,
comes on the 50th anniversary of the night that
President Kennedy told the world that the So-
viet Union had installed nuclear missiles in Cu-
ba, perhaps the closest we’ve ever come to nu-
clear war. And it is a sobering reminder that
every President faces, at some point, an unex-
pected threat to our national security from
abroad.

So let’s begin.

Situation in the Middle East and North Afri-
ca/Al Qaida Terrorist Organization

The first segment is the challenge of a
changing Middle East and the new face of ter-
rorism. I’m going to put this into two segments,
so you’ll have two topic questions within this
one segment on that subject. The first ques-
tion, and it concerns Libya.

The controversy over what happened there
continues. Four Americans are dead, including
an American Ambassador. Questions remain of
what happened: What caused it? Was it spon-
taneous? Was it an intelligence failure? Was it
a policy failure? Was there an attempt to mis-
lead people about what really happened?

Governor Romney, you said this was an ex-
ample of an American policy in the Middle
East that is unraveling before our very eyes. I’d
like to hear each of you give your thoughts on
that. Governor Romney, you won the toss; you
go first.

Republican Presidential Nominee W. Mitt
Romney. Thank you, Bob. And thank you for
agreeing to moderate this debate this evening.
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Thank you to Lynn University for welcoming
us here. And, Mr. President, it’s good to be
with you again. We were together at a humor-
ous event a little earlier, and it’s nice to maybe
be funny this time, not on purpose. We’ll see
what happens.

This is obviously an area of great concern to
the entire world and to America in particular,
which is to see a complete change in the struc-
ture and the environment in the Middle East.
With the Arab Spring came a great deal of
hope that there would be a change towards
more moderation, an opportunity for greater
participation on the part of women in public
life and in economic life in the Middle East.
But instead, we’ve seen in nation after nation a
number of disturbing events.

Of course, we see in Syria 30,000 civilians
having been killed by the military there. We
see in Libya, an attack, apparently by—I think
we know now—by terrorists of some kind
against our people there, four people dead.
Our hearts and minds go to them.

Mali has been taken over—the northern
part of Mali—by Al Qaida-type individuals. We
have in Egypt a Muslim Brotherhood Presi-
dent. And so what we’re seeing is a pretty dra-
matic reversal in the kind of hopes we had for
that region. Of course, the greatest threat of all
is Iran, 4 years closer to a nuclear weapon.

And we’re going to have to recognize that
we have to do as the President has done; I con-
gratulate him on taking out Usama bin Laden
and going after the leadership in Al Qaida. But
we can’t kill our way out of this mess. We’re
going to have to put in place a very compre-
hensive and robust strategy to help the world
of Islam and other parts of the world reject this
radical, violent extremism, which is—it’s cer-
tainly not on the run. It’s certainly not hiding.
This is a group that is now involved in 10 or 12
countries. And it presents an enormous threat
to our friends, to the world, to America long
term, and we must have a comprehensive strat-
egy to help reject this kind of extremism.

Mr. Schieffer. Mr. President.

Counterterrorism Efforts/Libya

The President. Well, my first job as Com-
mander in Chief, Bob, is to keep the American
people safe. And that’s what we’ve done over
the last 4 years. We ended the war in Iraq, re-
focused our attention on those who actually
killed us on 9/11. And as a consequence, Al Qa-
ida’s core leadership has been decimated.

In addition, we’re now able to transition out
of Afghanistan in a responsible way, making
sure that Afghans take responsibility for their
own security. And that allows us also to rebuild
alliances and make friends around the world to
combat future threats.

Now, with respect to Libya, as I indicated in
the last debate, when we received that phone
call, I immediately made sure that, number
one, we did everything we could to secure
those Americans who were still in harm’s way;
number two, that we would investigate exactly
what happened; and number three, most im-
portantly, that we would go after those who
killed Americans and we would bring them to
justice. And that’s exactly what we’re going to
do.

But I think it’s important to step back and
think about what happened in Libya. Now,
keep in mind that I and Americans took leader-
ship in organizing an international coalition
that made sure that we were able to—without
putting troops on the ground, at the cost of less
than what we spent in 2 weeks in Iraq—liber-
ate a country that had been under the yoke of
dictatorship for 40 years, got rid of a despot
who had killed Americans. And as a conse-
quence, despite this tragedy, you had tens of
thousands of Libyans, after the events in Beng-
hazi, marching and saying: America is our
friend. We stand with them. Now, that repre-
sents the opportunity we have to take advan-
tage of.

And, Governor Romney, I’m glad that you
agree that we have been successful in going af-
ter Al Qaida, but I have to tell you that your
strategy previously has been one that has been
all over the map and is not designed to keep
Americans safe or to build on the opportunities
that exist in the Middle East.
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Counterterrorism Efforts/Situation in the Mid-
dle East and North Africa

Gov. Romney. Well, my strategy is pretty
straightforward, which is to go after the bad
guys, to make sure we do our very best to inter-
rupt them, to kill them, to take them out of the
picture. But my strategy is broader than that.
That’s important, of course. But the key that
we’re going to have to pursue is a pathway to
get the Muslim world to be able to reject ex-
tremism on its own. We don’t want another
Iraq. We don’t want another Afghanistan.
That’s not the right course for us.

The right course for us is to make sure that
we go after the people who are leaders of these
various anti-American groups and these jihad-
ists, but also help the Muslim world. And how
do we do that? The group of Arab scholars
came together, organized by the U.N., to look
at how we can help the world reject these ter-
rorists. And the answer they came up with was
this: one, more economic development. We
should key our foreign aid, our direct foreign
investment—and that of our friends, we should
coordinate it—to make sure that we push back
and give them more economic development.
Number two, better education. Number three,
gender equality. Number four, the rule of law.
We have to help these nations create civil soci-
eties.

But what’s been happening over the last
couple of years is, as we’ve watched this tumult
in the Middle East, this rising tide of chaos oc-
cur, you see Al Qaida rushing in. You see other
jihadist groups rushing in. And they’re
throughout many nations in the Middle East.

It’s wonderful that Libya seems to be mak-
ing some progress, despite this terrible trage-
dy. But next door, of course, we have Egypt;
Libya is 6 million population, Egypt 80 million
population. We want to make sure that we’re
seeing progress throughout the Middle East,
with Mali now having North Mali taken over
by Al Qaida, with Syria having Asad continuing
to assassinate, to kill, to murder his own peo-
ple. This is a region in tumult.

Mr. Schieffer. Well, let’s see what the——

Gov. Romney. And of course, Iran on the
path to a nuclear weapon. We’ve got real prob-
lems in the region.

Mr. Schieffer. We’ll get to that. But let’s give
the President a chance.

Governor Romney’s Foreign Policy Agenda

The President. Governor Romney, I’m glad
that you recognize that Al Qaida is a threat, be-
cause a few months ago, when you were asked
what’s the biggest geopolitical threat facing
America, you said Russia. Not Al Qaida, you
said Russia. And the 1980s are now calling to
ask for their foreign policy back, because the
cold war has been over for 20 years.

But, Governor, when it comes to our foreign
policy, you seem to want to import the foreign
policies of the 1980s, just like the social poli-
cies of the 1950s, and the economic policies of
the 1920s.

You say that you’re not interested in dupli-
cating what happened in Iraq, but just a few
weeks ago, you said you think we should have
more troops in Iraq right now. And the chal-
lenge we have—I know you haven’t been in a
position to actually execute foreign policy, but
every time you’ve offered an opinion, you’ve
been wrong. You said we should have gone into
Iraq, despite the fact that there were no weap-
ons of mass destruction. You said that we
should still have troops in Iraq to this day.

You indicated that we shouldn’t be passing
nuclear treaties with Russia, despite the fact
that 71 Senators—Democrats and Republi-
cans—voted for it. You’ve said that, first, we
should not have a timeline in Afghanistan;
then, you said we should; now you say maybe
or it depends, which means not only were you
wrong, but you were also confusing and send-
ing mixed messages both to our troops and our
allies.

So what we need to do with respect to the
Middle East is strong, steady leadership, not
wrong and reckless leadership that is all over
the map. And unfortunately, that’s the kinds of
opinions that you’ve offered throughout this
campaign, and it is not a recipe for American
strength or keeping America safe over the long
term.
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Mr. Schieffer. I’m going to add a couple of
minutes here to give you a chance to respond.

Situation in the Middle East/Russia/Iraq

Gov. Romney. Well, of course, I don’t con-
cur with what the President said about my own
record and the things that I’ve said. They don’t
happen to be accurate.

But I can say this: that we’re talking about
the Middle East and how to help the Middle
East reject the kind of terrorism we’re seeing
and the rising tide of tumult and confusion.
And attacking me is not an agenda. Attacking
me is not talking about how we’re going to deal
with the challenges that exist in the Middle
East and take advantage of the opportunity
there and stem the tide of this violence.

But I’ll respond to a couple of the things you
mentioned. First of all, Russia, I indicated, is a
geopolitical foe, not a——

The President. Number-one geopolitical foe.
Gov. Romney. Excuse me. It’s a geopolitical

foe, and I said in the same paragraph, I said,
and Iran is the greatest national security threat
we face. Russia does continue to battle us in
the U.N. time and time again. I have clear eyes
on this. I’m not going to wear rose-colored
glasses when it comes to Russia or Mr. Putin.
And I’m certainly not going to say to him, I’ll
give you more flexibility after the election. Af-
ter the election, he’ll get more backbone.

Number two, with regards to Iraq, you and I
agreed, I believe, that there should have been
a status of forces agreement. Did you——

The President. That’s not true.
Gov. Romney. Oh, you didn’t? You didn’t

want a status of forces agreement?
The President. No, what I would not have

done is left 10,000 troops in Iraq that would tie
us down. That certainly would not help us in
the Middle East.

Gov. Romney. I’m sorry. You actually—
there was an effort on the part of the Presi-
dent——

The President. Here is——
Gov. Romney. ——to have a status of forces

agreement——
The President. Here is——

Gov. Romney. And I concurred in that and
said that we should have some number of
troops that stayed on. That was something I
concurred with.

The President. Governor——
Gov. Romney. That was your posture. That

was my posture as well. You thought it should
have been 5,000 troops.

The President. Governor——
Gov. Romney. I thought it should have been

more troops. But you know what, the answer
was——

The President. This is just a few weeks ago.
Gov. Romney. ——we got no troops

through whatsoever.
The President. This is just a few weeks ago

that you indicated that we should still have
troops in Iraq.

Gov. Romney. No, I didn’t. I’m sorry,
that’s——

The President. You made a major speech.
Gov. Romney. I indicated that you failed to

put in place a status of forces agreement——
The President. Governor——
Gov. Romney. ——at the end of the conflict

that existed in Iraq.
The President. Governor, here’s one thing——
Mr. Schieffer. You know what, let him an-

swer, please.

The President’s Foreign Policy Agenda

The President. Here’s one thing I’ve learned
as Commander in Chief. You’ve got to be clear
both to our allies and our enemies about where
you stand and what you mean. Now, you just
gave a speech a few weeks ago in which you
said we should still have troops in Iraq. That is
not a recipe for making sure that we are taking
advantage of the opportunities and meeting
the challenges of the Middle East.

Now, it is absolutely true that we cannot just
beat these challenges militarily. And so what
I’ve done—throughout my Presidency and will
continue to do—is, number one, make sure
that these countries are supporting our coun-
terterrorism efforts.

Number two, make sure that they are stand-
ing by our interests in Israel’s security, because
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it is a true friend and our greatest ally in the re-
gion.

Number three, we do have to make sure
that we’re protecting religious minorities and
women because these countries can’t develop
unless all the population—not just half of it—is
developing.

Number four, we do have to develop their
economic capabilities. But number five, the
other thing that we have to do is recognize that
we can’t continue to do nation-building in
these regions. Part of American leadership is
making sure that we’re doing nation-building
here at home.

Mr. Schieffer. All right.
The President. That will help us maintain

the kind of American leadership that we need.

Syria

Mr. Schieffer. Let me interject the second
topic question in this segment about the Mid-
dle East and so on. And that is, you both men-
tioned—alluded to this, and that is Syria.

The war in Syria has now spilled over into
Lebanon. We have, what, more than a hundred
people that were killed there in a bomb. There
were demonstrations there, eight people dead.
Mr. President, it’s been more than a year since
you saw—you told Asad he had to go. Since
then, 30,000 Syrians have died. We’ve had
300,000 refugees. The war goes on; he’s still
there. Should we reassess our policy and see if
we can find a better way to influence events
there? Or is that even possible? And it’s you—
you go first, sir.

The President. What we’ve done is organize
the international community, saying Asad has
to go. We’ve mobilized sanctions against that
Government. We have made sure that they are
isolated. We have provided humanitarian assis-
tance, and we are helping the opposition orga-
nize. And we’re particularly interested in mak-
ing sure that we’re mobilizing the moderate
forces inside of Syria.

But ultimately, Syrians are going to have to
determine their own future. And so everything
we’re doing, we’re doing in consultation with
our partners in the region, including Israel,
which obviously has a huge interest in seeing

what happens in Syria, coordinating with Tur-
key and other countries in the region that have
a great interest in this.

Now, what we’re seeing taking place in Syria
is heartbreaking. And that’s why we are going
to do everything we can to make sure that we
are helping the opposition. But we also have to
recognize that for us to get more entangled
militarily in Syria is a serious step. And we have
to do so making absolutely certain that we
know who we are helping, that we’re not put-
ting arms in the hands of folks who eventually
could turn them against us or our allies in the
region.

And I am confident that Asad’s days are
numbered. But what we can’t do is to simply
suggest that, as Governor Romney at times has
suggested, that giving heavy weapons, for ex-
ample, to the Syrian opposition is a simple
proposition that would lead us to be safer over
the long term.

Mr. Schieffer. Governor.
Gov. Romney. Well, let’s step back and talk

about what’s happening in Syria and how im-
portant it is. First of all, 30,000 people being
killed by their Government is a humanitarian
disaster. Secondly, Syria is an opportunity for
us because Syria plays an important role in the
Middle East, particularly right now. Syria is
Iran’s only ally in the Arab world. It’s their
route to the sea. It’s the route for them to arm
Hizballah in Lebanon, which threatens, of
course, our ally, Israel. And so seeing Syria re-
move Asad is a very high priority for us. Num-
ber two, seeing a replacement Government be-
ing responsible people is critical for us.

And finally, we don’t want to have military
involvement there. We don’t want to get drawn
in to a military conflict. And so the right course
for us is working through our partners and with
our own resources to identify responsible par-
ties within Syria, organize them, bring them to-
gether in a form of, if not government, a form
of council that can take the lead in Syria, and
then make sure they have the arms necessary
to defend themselves.

We do need to make sure that they don’t
have arms that get into the wrong hands, that
those arms could be used to hurt us down the
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road. We need to make sure as well that we co-
ordinate this effort with our allies and particu-
larly with Israel. But the Saudis and the Qatari
and the Turks are all very concerned about
this. They’re willing to work with us. We need
to have a very effective leadership effort in Syr-
ia, making sure that the insurgents there are
armed and that the insurgents that become
armed are people who will be the responsible
parties.

Recognize, I believe that Asad must go. I
believe he will go. But I believe we want to
make sure that we have the relationships of
friendship with the people that take his place
such that in the years to come, we see Syria as
a friend and Syria as a responsible party in the
Middle East.

This is a critical opportunity for America.
And what I’m afraid of is, what we’ve watched
over the past year or so, first, the President say-
ing, well, we’ll let the U.N. deal with it, and
Asad—excuse me, Kofi Annan came in and
said we’re going to try to have a cease-fire.
That didn’t work. Then it looked to the Rus-
sians and said, let’s see if you can do some-
thing. We should be playing the leadership
role there, not on the ground with military, but
play the leadership role.

Mr. Schieffer. All right.

Syria/Libya

The President. Bob, we are playing the lead-
ership role. We organized the Friends of Syria.
We are mobilizing humanitarian support and
support for the opposition. And we are making
sure that those we help are those who will be
friends of ours in the long term and friends of
our allies in the region over the long term.

But going back to Libya, because this is an
example of how we make choices: When we
went into Libya, and we were able to immedi-
ately stop the massacre there because of the
unique circumstances and the coalition that we
had helped to organize, we also had to make
sure that Muammar Qaddafi didn’t stay there.

And to the Governor’s credit, you supported
us going into Libya and the coalition that we
organized. But when it came time to making
sure that Qaddafi did not stay in power, that he

was captured, Governor, your suggestion was
that this was mission creep, that this was mis-
sion muddle.

Imagine if we had pulled out at that point.
Muammar Qaddafi had more American blood
on his hands than any individual other than
Usama bin Laden, and so we were going to
make sure that we finished the job. That’s part
of the reason why the Libyans stand with us.
But we did so in a careful, thoughtful way,
making certain that we knew who we were
dealing with, that those forces of moderation
on the ground were ones that we could work
with. And we have to take the same kind of
steady, thoughtful leadership when it comes to
Syria. That’s exactly what we’re doing.

Syria

Mr. Schieffer. Governor, can I just ask you,
would you go beyond what the administration
would do? Like, for example, would you put in
no-fly zones over Syria?

Gov. Romney. I don’t want to have our mili-
tary involved in Syria. I don’t think there’s a
necessity to put our military in Syria at this
stage. I don’t anticipate that in the future. As I
indicated, our objectives are to replace Asad
and to have in place a new Government, which
is friendly to us, a responsible Government, if
possible. And I want to make sure they get
armed and they have the arms necessary to de-
fend themselves, but also to remove Asad.

But I do not want to see a military involve-
ment on the part of our troops. And this isn’t
going to be necessary. We have—with our
partners in the region, we have sufficient re-
sources to support those groups.

But look, this has been going on for a year.
This is a time—this should have been a time
for American leadership. We should have tak-
en a leading role—not militarily, but a leading
role organizationally, governmentally—to
bring together the parties there, to find re-
sponsible parties.

As you hear from intelligence sources even
today, the insurgents are highly disparate; they
haven’t come together; they haven’t formed a
unity group, a council of some kind. That
needs to happen. America can help that hap-
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pen. And we need to make sure they have the
arms they need to carry out the very important
role, which is getting rid of Asad.

Mr. Schieffer. Could we get a quick re-
sponse, Mr. President? Because I want to ask
about Egypt.

The President. I’ll be very quick. What you
just heard Governor Romney said is he doesn’t
have different ideas, and that’s because we’re
doing exactly what we should be doing to try to
promote a moderate Syrian leadership and an
effective transition so that we get Asad out.
That’s the kind of leadership we’ve shown.
That’s the kind of leadership we’ll continue to
show.

Arab Spring/Egypt/National Economy

Mr. Schieffer. May I ask you, during the
Egyptian turmoil, there came a point when you
said it was time for President Mubarak to go.

The President. Right.
Mr. Schieffer. Some in your administration

thought perhaps we should have waited a while
on that. Do you have any regrets about that?

The President. No, I don’t, because I think
that America has to stand with democracy. The
notion that we would have tanks run over those
young people who were in Tahrir Square, that
is not the kind of American leadership that
John F. Kennedy talked about 50 years ago.

But what I’ve also said is that now that you
have a democratically elected Government in
Egypt, that they have to make sure that they
take responsibility for protecting religious mi-
norities—and we have put significant pressure
on them to make sure they’re doing that—to
recognize the rights of women, which is critical
throughout the region. These countries can’t
develop if young women are not given the kind
of education that they need. They have to
abide by their treaty with Israel. That is a red
line for us, because not only is Israel’s security
at stake, but our security is at stake if that un-
ravels.

They have to make sure that they’re cooper-
ating with us when it comes to counterterror-
ism. And we will help them with respect to de-
veloping their own economy, because ulti-
mately, what’s going to make the Egyptian rev-

olution successful for the people of Egypt, but
also for the world is if those young people who
gathered there are seeing opportunities. Their
aspirations are similar to young people’s here.
They want jobs. They want to be able to make
sure their kids are going to a good school. They
want to make sure that they have a roof over
their heads and that they have the prospects of
a better life in the future.

And so one of the things that we’ve been do-
ing is, for example, organizing entrepreneur-
ship conferences with these Egyptians to give
them a sense of how they can start rebuilding
their economy in a way that’s noncorrupt,
that’s transparent.

But what is also important for us to under-
stand is, is that for America to be successful in
this region, there are some things that we’re
going to have to do here at home as well. One
of the challenges over the last decade is we’ve
done experiments in nation-building in places
like Iraq and Afghanistan, and we’ve neglect-
ed, for example, developing our own economy,
our own energy sectors, our own education sys-
tem. And it’s very hard for us to project leader-
ship around the world when we’re not doing
what we need to do here.

Arab Spring/National Economy/U.S. Global
Influence

Mr. Schieffer. Governor Romney, I want to
hear your response to that. But I would just ask
you, would you have stuck with Mubarak?

Gov. Romney. No. I believe as the President
indicated and said at the time that I supported
his action there. I felt that—I wish we’d have
had a better vision of the future. I wish that,
looking back at the beginning of the Presi-
dent’s term and even further back than that,
that we’d have recognized that there was a
growing energy and passion for freedom in that
part of the world and that we would have
worked more aggressively with our friend and
with other friends in the region to have them
make the transition towards a more represen-
tative form of government, such that it didn’t
explode in the way it did.

But once it exploded, I felt the same as the
President did, which is, these freedom voices
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in the streets of Egypt were the people who
were speaking of our principles. And President
Mubarak had done things which were unimag-
inable, and the idea of him crushing his people
was not something that we could possibly sup-
port.

Let me step back and talk about what I think
our mission has to be in the Middle East and
even more broadly, because our purpose is to
make sure the world is more—is peaceful. We
want a peaceful planet. We want people to be
able to enjoy their lives and know they’re going
to have a bright and prosperous future and not
be at war. That’s our purpose. And the mantle
of leadership for the promoting the principles
of peace has fallen to America. We didn’t ask
for it, but it’s an honor that we have it. But for
us to be able to promote those principles of
peace requires us to be strong, and that begins
with a strong economy here at home. And un-
fortunately, the economy is not stronger.

When the President of Iraq—excuse me, of
Iran, Ahmadi-nejad, says that our debt makes
us not a great country, that’s a frightening
thing. The former chief of staff—chief of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff said that—Admiral Mul-
len—said that our debt is the biggest national
security threat we face.

This—we have weakened our economy. We
need a strong economy. We need to have, as
well, a strong military. Our military is second to
none in the world. We’re blessed with terrific
soldiers and extraordinary technology and in-
telligence. But the idea of a trillion dollars in
cuts through sequestration and budget cuts to
the military would change that.

We need to have strong allies. Our associa-
tion and connection with our allies is essential
to America’s strength. We’re the great nation
that has allies: 42 allies and friends around the
world. And finally we have to stand by our
principles.

And if we’re strong in each of those things,
American influence will grow. But unfortu-
nately, in nowhere in the world is America’s in-
fluence greater today than it was 4 years ago.

Mr. Schieffer. All right.
Gov. Romney. And that’s because we’ve be-

come weaker——

The President. Bob, I think——
Gov. Romney. ——on each of those four di-

mensions.

Governor Romney’s Foreign Policy Agenda/Na-
tional Economy/U.S. Armed Forces

Mr. Schieffer. You’re going to get a chance
to respond to that because that’s a perfect seg-
ue into our next segment, and that is, what is
America’s role in the world? And that is the
question: What do each of you see as our role
in the world? And I believe, Governor Rom-
ney, it’s your turn to go first.

Gov. Romney. Well, I absolutely believe that
America has a responsibility and the privilege
of helping defend freedom and promote the
principles that make the world more peaceful,
and those principles include human rights, hu-
man dignity, free enterprise, freedom of ex-
pression, elections, because when there are
elections, people tend to vote for peace. They
don’t vote for war. So we want to promote
those principles around the world.

We recognize that there are places of con-
flict in the world. We want to end those con-
flicts to the extent humanly possible. But in or-
der to be able to fulfill our role in the world,
America must be strong. America must lead.
And for that to happen, we have to strengthen
our economy here at home. You can’t have 23
million people struggling to get a job. You can’t
have an economy that, over the last 3 years,
keeps slowing down in its growth rate. You
can’t have kids coming out of college, half of
whom can’t find a job today or a job that’s com-
mensurate with their college degree. We have
to get our economy going.

And our military: We’ve got to strengthen
our military long term. We don’t know what
the world is going to throw at us down the
road. We make decisions today in a military
that will confront challenges we can’t imagine.
In the 2000 debates, there was no mention of
terrorism, for instance. And a year later, 9/11
happened. So we have to make decisions based
upon uncertainty, and that means a strong mil-
itary. I will not cut our military budget.

We have to also stand by our allies. I think
the tension that existed between Israel and the
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United States was very unfortunate. I think al-
so that pulling our missile defense program out
of Poland in the way we did was also unfortu-
nate in terms of, if you will, disrupting the rela-
tionship in some ways that existed between us.

And then of course, with regards to standing
for our principles, when the students took the
streets in Tehran and the people there protest-
ed, the Green Revolution occurred. For the
President to be silent, I thought was an enor-
mous mistake. We have to stand for our princi-
ples, stand for our allies, stand for a strong mil-
itary and stand for a stronger economy.

Mr. Schieffer. Mr. President.

The President’s Foreign Policy Agenda/Nation-
al Economy

The President. America remains the one in-
dispensible nation. And the world needs a
strong America, and it is stronger now than
when I came into office. Because we ended the
war in Iraq, we were able to refocus our atten-
tion on not only the terrorist threat, but also
beginning a transition process in Afghanistan.

It also allowed us to refocus on alliances and
relationships that had been neglected for a de-
cade. And, Governor Romney, our alliances
have never been stronger: in Asia, in Europe,
in Africa, with Israel, where we have unprece-
dented military and intelligence cooperation,
including dealing with the Iranian threat.

But what we also have been able to do is po-
sition ourselves so we can start rebuilding
America. And that’s what my plan does: mak-
ing sure that we’re bringing manufacturing
back to our shores so that we’re creating jobs
here, as we’ve done with the auto industry, not
rewarding companies that are shipping jobs
overseas; making sure that we’ve got the best
education system in the world, including re-
training our workers for the jobs of tomorrow.

Doing everything we can to control our own
energy. We’ve cut our oil imports to the lowest
level in two decades because we’ve developed
oil and natural gas, but we also have to develop
clean energy technologies that will allow us to
cut our exports in half by 2020. That’s the kind
of leadership that we need to show.

And we’ve got to make sure that we reduce
our deficit. Unfortunately, Governor Romney’s
plan doesn’t do it. We’ve got to do it in a re-
sponsible way by cutting out spending we don’t
need, but also by asking the wealthiest to pay a
little bit more. That way we can invest in the
research and technology that’s always kept us
at the cutting edge.

Now, Governor Romney has taken a differ-
ent approach throughout this campaign. Both
at home and abroad, he has proposed wrong
and reckless policies. He’s praised George
Bush as a good economic steward and Dick
Cheney as somebody who has—shows great
wisdom and judgment. And taking us back to
those kinds of strategies that got us into this
mess are not the way that we are going to
maintain leadership in the 21st century.

National Economy

Mr. Schieffer. Governor Romney, wrong
and reckless policies?

Gov. Romney. I’ve got a policy for the future
and an agenda for the future. And when it
comes to our economy here at home, I know
what it takes to create 12 million new jobs and
rising take-home pay. And what we’ve seen
over the last 4 years is something I don’t want
to see over the next 4 years.

The President said by now we’d be at 5.4-
percent unemployment. We’re 9 million jobs
short of that. I will get America working again
and see rising take-home pay again, and I’ll do
it with five simple steps.

Number one, we are going to have North
American energy independence. We’re going
to do it by taking full advantage of oil, coal, gas,
nuclear, and our renewables. Number two,
we’re going to increase our trade. Trade grows
about 12 percent per year. It doubles about ev-
ery 5 or so years. We can do better than that,
particularly in Latin America.

The opportunities for us in Latin America
we have just not taken advantage of fully. As a
matter of fact, Latin America’s economy is al-
most as big as the economy of China. We’re all
focused on China. Latin America is a huge op-
portunity for us: time zone, language opportu-
nities.
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Number three, we’re going to have to have
training programs that work for our workers
and schools that finally put the parents and the
teachers and the kids first, and the teachers
unions going to have to go behind.

And then, we’re going to have to get to a bal-
anced budget. We can’t expect entrepreneurs
and businesses, large and small, to take their
life savings or their company’s money and in-
vest in America if they think we’re headed to
the road to Greece. And that’s where we’re go-
ing right now unless we finally get off this
spending and borrowing binge. And I’ll get us
on track to a balanced budget.

And finally, number five, we’ve got to cham-
pion small business. Small businesses are
where jobs come from. Two-thirds of our jobs
come from small businesses. New business for-
mation is down at the lowest level in 30 years
under this administration. I want to bring it
back and get back good jobs and rising take-
home pay.

Small-Business Promotion/Education

The President. Well, let’s talk about what we
need to compete. First of all, Governor Rom-
ney talks about small businesses, but, Gover-
nor, when you were in Massachusetts, small
businesses development ranked about 48th, I
think, out of 50 States in Massachusetts be-
cause the policies that you’re promoting actu-
ally don’t help small businesses. And the way
you define small businesses include folks at the
very top; they include you and me. That’s not
the kind of small-business promotion we need.

But let’s take an example that we know is go-
ing to make a difference in the 21st century,
and that’s our education policy. We didn’t have
a lot of chance to talk about this in the last de-
bate. Under my leadership, what we’ve done is
reformed education, working with Governors,
46 States. We’ve seen progress and gains in
schools that were having a terrible time, and
they’re starting to finally make progress. And
what I now want to do is to hire more teachers,
especially in math and science, because we
know that we’ve fallen behind when it comes
to math and science. And those teachers can
make a difference.

Now, Governor Romney, when you were
asked by teachers whether or not this would
help the economy grow, you said this isn’t go-
ing to help the economy grow. When you were
asked about reduced class sizes, you said class
sizes don’t make a difference. But I tell you, if
you talk to teachers, they will tell you it does
make a difference. And if we’ve got math
teachers who are able to provide the kind of
support that they need for our kids, that’s
what’s going to determine whether or not the
new businesses are created here. Companies
are going to locate here depending on whether
we’ve got the most highly skilled workforce.

And the kinds of budget proposals that
you’ve put forward, when we don’t ask either
you or me to pay a dime more in terms of re-
ducing the deficit, but instead we slash support
for education, that’s undermining our long-
term competitiveness. That is not good for
America’s position in the world, and the world
notices.

Mr. Schieffer. Let me get back to foreign
policy.

Gov. Romney. Well, look——
Mr. Schieffer. Can I just get back to——
Gov. Romney. Well, I need to speak a mo-

ment if you’ll let me, Bob——
Mr. Schieffer. Okay.

Education

Gov. Romney. ——just about education, be-
cause I’m so proud of the State that I had the
chance to be Governor of. We have, every 2
years, tests that look at how well our kids are
doing. Fourth-graders and eighth-graders are
tested in English and math. While I was Gov-
ernor, I was proud that our fourth-graders
came out number one of all 50 States in Eng-
lish and then also in math, and our eighth-
graders number one in English and also in
math. First time one State had been number
one in all four measures.

How did we do that? Well, Republicans and
Democrats came together on a bipartisan basis
to put in place education principles that fo-
cused on having great teachers in the class-
room, and that was——

The President. Ten years earlier, Governor.



Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / Oct. 22

1619

Gov. Romney. ——and that was what al-
lowed us to become the number-one State in
the Nation.

The President. But that was 10 years before
you took office.

Gov. Romney. And this is—and we were——
Mr. Schieffer. Gentlemen.
Gov. Romney. Absolutely——
The President. And then you cut education

spending when you came into office.
Gov. Romney. The first—and we kept our

schools number one in the Nation. They’re still
number one today.

Mr. Schieffer. All right.
Gov. Romney. And the principles that we

put in place—we also gave kids not just a grad-
uation exam that determined whether they
were up to the skills needed to be able to com-
pete, but also if they graduated in the top quar-
ter of their class, they got a 4-year, tuition-free
ride at any Massachusetts public institution of
higher learning.

The President. That happened before you
came into office though.

Mr. Schieffer. Governor——
Gov. Romney. That was actually mine. Actu-

ally, Mr. President, you’ve got that fact wrong.

Deficit and National Debt

Mr. Schieffer. Let me just—I want to try to
shift it, because we have heard some of this in
the other debates. Governor, you say you want
a bigger military, you want a bigger Navy. You
don’t want to cut defense spending. What I
want to ask you—we’re talking about financial
problems in this country—where are you going
to get the money?

Gov. Romney. Well, let’s come back and talk
about the military, but all the way through.
First of all, I’m going through from the very
beginning, we’re going to cut about 5 percent
of the discretionary budget, excluding military.
That’s number one, all right? And that’s——

Mr. Schieffer. But can you do this without
driving us deeper into debt?

Gov. Romney. The good news is—I’ll be
happy to have you take a look. Come on our
website; you’ll look at how we get to a balanced
budget within 8 to 10 years. We do it by get-

ting—by reducing spending in a whole series
of programs. By the way, number one, I get rid
of is Obamacare. There are a number of things
that sound good, but frankly, we just can’t af-
ford them, and that one doesn’t sound good,
and it’s not affordable. So I get rid of that one
from day one. To the extent humanly possible,
we get that out. We take program after pro-
gram that we don’t absolutely have to have,
and we get rid of them.

Number two, we take some programs that
we are going to keep, like Medicaid, which is a
program for the poor, we take that health care
program for the poor, and we give it to the
States to run because States run these pro-
grams more efficiently. As a Governor, I
thought, please, give me this program. I can
run this more efficiently than the Federal Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Schieffer. Can he do that, Mr. Presi-
dent?

Gov. Romney. And States, by the way, are
proving it. States like Arizona, Rhode Island
have taken these Medicaid dollars, have shown
they can run these programs more cost-effec-
tively.

The President. Bob——
Gov. Romney. And so I want to do those two

things. It gets us to a balanced budget within 8
to 10 years.

The President. Bob——
Mr. Schieffer. Let——
Gov. Romney. Let’s get back to the military

though.
Mr. Schieffer. Well, that’s what I’m trying to

find out about.

Deficit and National Debt

The President. But he should have answered
the first question.

Look, Governor Romney has called for $5
trillion of tax cuts that he says he’s going to pay
for by closing deductions. Now, the math
doesn’t work, but he continues to claim that
he’s going to do it. He then wants to spend an-
other $2 trillion on military spending that our
military is not asking for.

Now, keep in mind that our military spend-
ing has gone up every single year that I’ve been
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in office. We spend more on our military than
the next 10 countries combined—China, Rus-
sia, France, the United Kingdom, you name
it—next 10. And what I did was work with our
Joint Chiefs of Staff to think about what are we
going to need in the future to make sure that
we are safe, and that’s the budget that we’ve
put forward.

But what you can’t do is spend $2 trillion in
additional military spending that the military is
not asking for, $5 trillion on tax cuts. You say
that you’re going to pay for it by closing loop-
holes and deductions without naming what
those loopholes and deductions are, and then
somehow, you’re also going to deal with the
deficit that we’ve already got. The math simply
doesn’t work.

But when it comes to our military, what we
have to think about is not just budgets. We’ve
got think about capabilities. We need to be
thinking about cybersecurity. We need to be
thinking about space. That’s exactly what our
budget does, but it’s driven by strategy. It’s not
driven by politics. It’s not driven by Members
of Congress and what they would like to see.
It’s driven by what are we going to need to
keep the American people safe. That’s exactly
what our budget does.

And it also then allows us to reduce our def-
icit, which is a significant national security con-
cern, because we’ve got to make sure that our
economy is strong at home so that we can proj-
ect military power overseas.

Deficit and National Debt/U.S. Armed Forc-
es/Defense Spending

Gov. Romney. Bob, I’m pleased that I’ve
balanced budgets. I was in the world of busi-
ness for 25 years. You didn’t balance your bud-
get, you went out of business. I went to the
Olympics that was out of balance, and we got it
on balance and made a success there. I had the
chance to be Governor of a State; 4 years in a
row, Democrats and Republicans came togeth-
er to balance the budget. We cut taxes 19
times, balanced our budget.

The President hasn’t balanced a budget yet.
I expect to have the opportunity to do so my-
self.

Mr. Schieffer. All right.
Gov. Romney. I’m going to be able to bal-

ance the budget.
Let’s talk about military spending, and that’s

this: Our Navy——
Mr. Schieffer. About 30 seconds.
Gov. Romney. Our Navy is older—excuse

me, our Navy is smaller now than any time
since 1917. The Navy said they needed 313
ships to carry out their mission; we’re now
down to 285. We’re headed down to the low
two-hundreds if we go through with sequestra-
tion. That’s unacceptable to me. I want to
make sure that we have the ships that are re-
quired by our Navy.

Our Air Force is older and smaller than any
time since it was founded in 1947. We’ve
changed for the first time since FDR; since
FDR, we had the—we’ve always had the strat-
egy of saying we could fight in two conflicts at
once. Now we’re changing to one conflict.

Look, this, in my view, is the highest respon-
sibility of the President of the United States,
which is to maintain the safety of the American
people. And I will not cut our military budget
by a trillion dollars, which is the combination
of the budget cuts that the President has, as
well as the sequestration cuts. That, in my
view, is making our future less certain and less
secure——

The President. Bob, I just need to comment
on this. First of all, the sequester is not some-
thing that I proposed. It’s something that Con-
gress has proposed. It will not happen. The
budget that we’re talking about is not reducing
our military spending, it’s maintaining it.

But I think Governor Romney maybe hasn’t
spent enough time looking at how our military
works. You mentioned the Navy, for example,
and that we have fewer ships than we did in
1916. Well, Governor, we also have fewer hors-
es and bayonets—[laughter]—because the na-
ture of our military has changed. We have these
things called aircraft carriers where planes land
on them. We have these ships that go underwa-
ter, nuclear submarines. And so the question is
not a game of Battleship where we’re counting
ships, it’s what are our capabilities.
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And so, when I sit down with the Secretary
of the Navy and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, we
determine how are we going to be best able to
meet all of our defense needs in a way that also
keeps faith with our troops, that also makes
sure that our veterans have the kind of support
that they need when they come home. And
that is not reflected in the kind of budget that
you’re putting forward, because it just doesn’t
work.

Mr. Schieffer. All right.
The President. And we visited the website

quite a bit, and it still doesn’t work. [Laughter]

Israel/Iran

Mr. Schieffer. A lot to cover. I’d like to move
to the next segment: red lines, Israel, and Iran.
Would either of you—and you’ll have 2 min-
utes, and, President Obama, you have the first
go at this one. Would either of you be willing
to declare that an attack on Israel is an attack
on the United States, which, of course, is the
same promise that we give to our close allies
like Japan? And if you made such a declaration,
would not that deter Iran? It’s certainly de-
terred the Soviet Union for a long, long time
when we made that promise to our allies.

Mr. President.
The President. First of all, Israel is a true

friend; it is our greatest ally in the region. And
if Israel is attacked, America will stand with Is-
rael. I’ve made that clear throughout my Presi-
dency.

Mr. Schieffer. So you’re saying we’ve already
made that declaration?

The President. I will stand with Israel if they
are attacked. And this is the reason why, work-
ing with Israel, we have created the strongest
military and intelligence cooperation between
our two countries in history. In fact, this week,
we’ll be carrying out the largest military exer-
cise with Israel in history—this very week.

But to the issue of Iran, as long as I’m Presi-
dent of the United States, Iran will not get a
nuclear weapon. I made that clear when I
came into office. We then organized the stron-
gest coalition and the strongest sanctions
against Iran in history, and it is crippling their
economy. Their currency has dropped 80 per-

cent. Their oil production has plunged to the
lowest level since they were fighting a war with
Iraq 20 years ago. So their economy is in a
shambles.

And the reason we did this is because a nu-
clear Iran is a threat to our national security,
and it’s a threat to Israel’s national security. We
cannot afford to have a nuclear arms race in
the most volatile region in the world. Iran is a
state sponsor of terrorism, and for them to be
able to provide nuclear technology to nonstate
actors, that’s unacceptable. And they have said
that they want to see Israel wiped off the map.

So the work that we’ve done with respect to
sanctions now offers Iran a choice: They can
take the diplomatic route and end their nuclear
program, or they will have to face a united
world and a United States President—me—
who said we’re not going to take any options
off the table.

The disagreement I have with Governor
Romney is that during the course of this cam-
paign, he’s often talked as if we should take
premature military action. I think that would
be a mistake, because when I’ve sent young
men and women into harm’s way, I always un-
derstand that that is the last resort, not the first
resort.

Mr. Schieffer. Two minutes.
Gov. Romney. Well, first of all, I want to un-

derscore the same point the President made,
which is that if I’m President of the United
States—when I’m President of the United
States—we will stand with Israel. And if Israel
is attacked, we have their back, not just diplo-
matically, not just culturally, but militarily.
That’s number one.

Number two, with regards to Iran and the
threat of Iran, there’s no question but that a
nuclear Iran—a nuclear-capable Iran—is un-
acceptable to America. It presents a threat not
only to our friends, but ultimately a threat to us
to have Iran have nuclear material, nuclear
weapons that could be used against us or used
to be threatening to us.

It’s also essential for us to understand what
our mission is in Iran, and that is to dissuade
Iran from having a nuclear weapon through
peaceful and diplomatic means. And crippling
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sanctions are something I called for 5 years
ago. When I was in Israel speaking at the Her-
zliya conference, I laid out seven steps. Crip-
pling sanctions were number one, and they do
work. You’re seeing it right now in the econo-
my. It’s absolutely the right thing to do to have
crippling sanctions. I’d have put them in place
earlier, but it’s good that we have them.

Number two, something I would add today
is I would tighten those sanctions. I would say
that ships that carry Iranian oil can’t come into
our ports. I imagine the EU would agree with
us as well. Not only ships couldn’t, I’d say com-
panies that are moving their oil can’t; people
who are trading in their oil can’t. I would tight-
en those sanctions further.

Secondly, I’d take on diplomatic isolation ef-
forts. I’d make sure that Ahmadi-nejad is in-
dicted under the genocide convention. His
words amount to genocide incitation. I would
indict him for it. I would also make sure that
their diplomats are treated like the pariah they
are around the world, the same way we treated
the apartheid diplomats of South Africa. We
need to increase pressure time and time again
on Iran, because anything other than a solution
to this which says—which stops this nuclear
folly of theirs is unacceptable to America.

And of course, a military action is the last re-
sort. It is something one would only, only con-
sider if all of the other avenues had been tried
to their full extent.

Iran

Mr. Schieffer. Let me ask both of you, there
are—as you know, there are reports that Iran
and the United States, as part of an interna-
tional group, have agreed in principle to talks
about Iran’s nuclear program. What is the
deal—if there are such talks—what is the deal
that you would accept? Mr. President.

The President. Well, first of all, those are re-
ports in the newspaper. They are not true. But
our goal is to get Iran to recognize it needs to
give up its nuclear program and abide by the
U.N. resolutions that have been in place. Be-
cause they have the opportunity to reenter the
community of nations. And we would welcome
that.

There are people in Iran who have the same
aspirations as people all around the world for a
better life. And we hope that their leadership
takes the right decision. But the deal we’ll ac-
cept is, they end their nuclear program. It’s
very straightforward.

And I’m glad that Governor Romney agrees
with the steps that we’re taking. There have
been times, Governor, frankly, during the
course of this campaign where it sounded like
you thought that you’d do the same things we
did, but you’d say them louder, and somehow,
that would make a difference. And it turns out
that the work involved in setting up these crip-
pling sanctions is painstaking. It’s meticulous.

We started from the day we got into office.
And the reason it was so important—and this is
a testament to how we’ve restored American
credibility and strength around the world—is
we had to make sure that all the countries par-
ticipated, even countries like Russia and Chi-
na, because if it’s just us that are imposing
sanctions, we’ve had sanctions in place for a
long time. It’s because we got everybody to
agree that Iran is seeing so much pressure.
And we’ve got to maintain that pressure.

There is a deal to be had, and that is that
they abide by the rules that have already been
established, they convince the international
community they are not pursuing a nuclear
program, there are inspections that are very in-
trusive, but over time what they can do is re-
gain credibility.

In the meantime, though, we’re not going to
let up the pressure until we have clear evi-
dence that that takes place.

And one last thing, just to make this point:
The clock is ticking. We’re not going to allow
Iran to perpetually engage in negotiations that
lead nowhere. And I’ve been very clear to
them. Because of the intelligence coordination
that we do with a range of countries, including
Israel, we have a sense of when they would get
breakout capacity, which means that we would
not be able to intervene in time to stop their
nuclear program. And that clock is ticking.

Mr. Schieffer. All right.
The President. And we’re going to make sure

that if they do not meet the demands of the in-
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ternational community, then we are going to
take all options necessary to make sure they
don’t have a nuclear weapon.

Mr. Schieffer. Governor.
Gov. Romney. I think from the very begin-

ning, one of the challenges we’ve had with Iran
is that they have looked at this administration
and felt that the administration was not as
strong as it needed to be. I think they saw
weakness where they had expected to find
American strength.

And I say that because from the very begin-
ning, the President, in his campaign some 4
years ago, said he’d meet with all the world’s
worst actors in his first year. He’d sit down
with Chavez and Kim Jong Il, with Castro, and
with President Ahmadi-nejad of Iran. And I
think they looked and thought, well, that’s an
unusual honor to receive from the President of
the United States.

And then, the President began what I’ve
called an apology tour of going to various na-
tions in the Middle East and criticizing Ameri-
ca. I think they looked at that and saw weak-
ness. Then, when there were dissidents in the
streets of Tehran, a Green Revolution, holding
signs saying, is America with us, the President
was silent. I think they noticed that as well.
And I think that when the President said he
was going to create daylight between ourselves
and Israel, that they noticed that as well.

All of these things suggested, I think, to the
Iranian mullahs that, hey, we can keep on
pushing along here, we can keep talks going
on, but we’re just going to keep on spinning
centrifuges. Now there are some 10,000 centri-
fuges spinning uranium, preparing to create a
nuclear threat to the United States and to the
world. That’s unacceptable for us.

And it’s essential for a President to show
strength from the very beginning, to make it
very clear what is acceptable and not accept-
able. And an Iranian nuclear program is not ac-
ceptable to us. They must not develop nuclear
capability. And the way to make sure they un-
derstand that is by having from the very begin-
ning the tightest sanctions possible. They need
to be tightened. Our diplomatic isolation needs
to be tougher. We need to indict Ahmadi-ne-

jad. We need to put the pressure on them as
hard as we possibly can. Because if we do that,
we won’t have to take the military action.

The President. Bob, let me just respond.
Nothing Governor Romney just said is true,
starting with this notion of me apologizing.
This has been probably the biggest whopper
that’s been told during the course of this cam-
paign. And every fact checker and every re-
porter who’s looked at it, Governor, has said
this is not true.

And when it comes to tightening sanctions,
look, as I said before, we’ve put in the tough-
est, most crippling sanctions ever. And the fact
is, while we were coordinating an international
coalition to make sure these sanctions were ef-
fective, you were still invested in a Chinese
state oil company that was doing business with
the Iranian oil sector. So I’ll let the American
people decide, judge who is going to be more
effective and more credible when it comes to
imposing crippling sanctions.

And with respect to our attitude about the
Iranian revolution, I was very clear about the
murderous activities that had taken place, and
that was contrary to international law and ev-
erything that civilized people stand for. And so
the strength that we have shown in Iran is
shown by the fact that we’ve been able to mo-
bilize the world.

When I came into office, the world was di-
vided; Iran was resurgent. Iran is at its weakest
point economically, strategically, militarily
than since—than in many years. And we are
going to continue to keep the pressure on to
make sure that they do not get a nuclear weap-
on. That’s in America’s national interest, and
that will be the case so long as I’m President.

Iran/The President’s Foreign Policy Agenda/Is-
rael

Gov. Romney. We’re 4 years closer to a nu-
clear Iran. We’re 4 years closer to a nuclear
Iran. And we should not have wasted these 4
years to the extent they’ve continued to be able
to spin these centrifuges and get that much
closer. That’s number one.

Number two, Mr. President, the reason I
call it an apology tour is because you went to
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the Middle East, and you flew to Egypt and to
Saudi Arabia and to Turkey and Iraq, and by
the way, you skipped Israel, our closest friend
in the region. But you went to the other na-
tions. And by the way, they noticed that you
skipped Israel. And then in those nations, and
on Arabic TV, you said that America had been
dismissive and derisive. You said that on occa-
sion America has dictated to other nations. Mr.
President, America has not dictated to other
nations. We have freed other nations from dic-
tators.

The President. Bob, let me respond. If we’re
going to talk about trips that we’ve taken, when
I was a candidate for office, the first trip I took
was to visit our troops. And when I went to Is-
rael as a candidate, I didn’t take donors, I
didn’t attend fundraisers. I went to Yad Vash-
em, the Holocaust museum there, to remind
myself the nature of evil and why our bond
with Israel will be unbreakable.

And then I went down to the border towns
of Sderot, which had experienced missiles rain-
ing down from Hamas. And I saw families
there who showed me where missiles had
come down near their children’s bedrooms,
and I was reminded of what that would mean if
those were my kids, which is why, as President,
we funded an Iron Dome program to stop
those missiles. So that’s how I’ve used my trav-
els, when I traveled to Israel and when I trav-
eled to the region.

And the central question at this point is go-
ing to be who’s going to be credible to all par-
ties involved. And they can look at my track re-
cord—whether it’s Iran’s sanctions, whether
it’s dealing with counterterrorism, whether it’s
supporting democracy, whether it’s supporting
women’s rights, whether it’s supporting reli-
gious minorities—and they can say that the
President of the United States and the United
States of America has stood on the right side of
history. And that kind of credibility is precisely
why we’ve been able to show leadership on a
wide range of issues facing the world right
now.

Israel/The President’s Foreign Policy Agenda

Mr. Schieffer. What if the Prime Minister of
Israel called you on the phone and said: “Our
bombers are on the way. We’re going to bomb
Iran”? What do you say?

Gov. Romney. Bob, it’s not—let’s not go into
hypotheticals of that nature. Our relationship
with Israel, my relationship with the Prime
Minister of Israel, is such that we would not
get a call saying our bombers are on the way or
their fighters are on the way. This is the kind of
thing that would have been discussed and thor-
oughly evaluated well before that kind of last-
minute——

Mr. Schieffer. So you say it just wouldn’t
happen.

Gov. Romney. I’m just saying that’s just
not——

Mr. Schieffer. Okay, well, let’s see what——
Gov. Romney. But let me——
The President. The——
Gov. Romney. ——let’s come back to what

the President was speaking about, which is
what’s happening in the world and the Presi-
dent’s statement that things are going so well.
Look, I look at what’s happening around the
world, and I see Iran 4 years closer to a bomb.
I see the Middle East with a rising tide of vio-
lence, chaos, tumult. I see jihadists continuing
to spread; whether they’re rising or just about
the same level, hard to precisely measure, but
this—it’s clear they’re there. They’re very
strong. I see Syria with 30,000 civilians dead.
Asad still in power. I see our trade deficit with
China larger than it’s—growing larger every
year, as a matter of fact. I look around the
world, and I don’t feel that—you see North
Korea continuing to export their nuclear tech-
nology. Russia has said they’re not going to fol-
low Nunn-Lugar anymore. They’re—back
away from a nuclear proliferation treaty that
we had with them.

I look around the world, I don’t see our in-
fluence growing around the world. I see our in-
fluence receding, in part because of the failure
of the President to deal with our economic
challenges at home, in part because of our
withdrawal from our commitment to our mili-
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tary in the way, I think, it ought to be; in part
because of the turmoil with Israel. I mean, the
President received a letter from 38 Democrat
Senators saying that tensions——

The President. Bob——
Gov. Romney. ——with Israel were a real

problem. They asked him, please repair the
tension—Democrat Senators—please repair
the damage in his own party.

Mr. Schieffer. All right.

Governor Romney’s Foreign Policy Agenda/The
President’s Foreign Policy Agenda

The President. Governor, the problem is, is
that on a whole range of issues—whether it’s
the Middle East, whether it’s Afghanistan,
whether it’s Iraq, whether it’s now Iran—
you’ve been all over the map. I mean, I’m
pleased that you now are endorsing our policy
of applying diplomatic pressure and potentially
having bilateral discussions with the Iranians to
end their nuclear program.

But just a few years ago, you said that’s
something you’d never do. In the same way
that you initially opposed a timetable in Af-
ghanistan, now you’re for it, although it de-
pends. In the same way that you say you would
have ended the war in Iraq, but recently gave a
speech saying that we should have 20,000 more
folks in there. The same way that you said that
it was mission creep to go after Qaddafi.

When it comes to going after Usama bin
Laden, you said, well, any President would
make that call. But when you were a candidate
in 2008, as I was, and I said if I got bin Laden
in our sights, I would take that shot, you said
we shouldn’t move heaven and earth to get one
man. And you said we should ask Pakistan for
permission. And if we had asked Pakistan for
permission, we would not have gotten him.
And it was worth moving heaven and earth to
get him.

After we killed bin Laden, I was at Ground
Zero for a memorial and talked to a young
woman who was 4 years old when 9/11 hap-
pened. And the last conversation she had with
her father was him calling from the Twin Tow-
ers, saying, “Payton, I love you, and I will al-
ways watch over you.” And for the next decade,

she was haunted by that conversation. And she
said to me, “By finally getting bin Laden, that
brought some closure to me.” And when we do
things like that, when we bring those who have
harmed us to justice, that sends a message to
the world, and it tells Payton that we did not
forget her father.

Mr. Schieffer. All right.
The President. And I make that point be-

cause that’s the kind of clarity of leadership—
and those decisions are not always popular.
Those decisions generally are not poll tested.
And even some in my own party, including my
current Vice President, had the same critique
as you did. But what the American people un-
derstand is, is that I look at what we need to
get done to keep the American people safe and
to move our interests forward, and I make
those decisions.

Mr. Schieffer. All right, let’s go. And that
leads us—this takes us right to the next seg-
ment, Governor, America’s longest war, Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan——

Gov. Romney. Bob——
Mr. Schieffer. Governor, you get to go first

here.
Gov. Romney. You can’t—okay, but you

can’t have the President just lay out a whole se-
ries of items without giving me a chance to re-
spond.

Mr. Schieffer. Well, with respect, sir, you
had laid out quite a program there.

Gov. Romney. Well, that’s probably true.
[Laughter]

Mr. Schieffer. And we’ll give you——
The President. We’ll agree on that.

Afghanistan/Pakistan

Mr. Schieffer. We’ll catch up. The United
States is scheduled to turn over responsibility
for security in Afghanistan to the Afghan Gov-
ernment in 2014. At that point we will with-
draw our combat troops, leave a smaller force
of Americans—if I understand our policy—in
Afghanistan for training purposes. It seems to
me the key question here is what do you do if
the deadline arrives and it is obvious the Af-
ghans are unable to handle their security? Do
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we still leave? And I believe, Governor Rom-
ney, you go first.

Gov. Romney. Well, we’re going to be fin-
ished by 2014. And when I’m President, we’ll
make sure we bring our troops out by the end
of 2014. The commanders and the generals
there are on track to do so. We’ve seen prog-
ress over the past several years. The surge has
been successful, and the training program is
proceeding apace. There are now a large num-
ber of Afghan security forces, 350,000, that are
ready to step in to provide security, and we’re
going to be able to make that transition by the
end of 2014. So our troops will come home at
that point.

I can tell you at the same time that we will
make sure that we look at what’s happening in
Pakistan and recognize that what’s happening
in Pakistan is going to have a major impact on
the success in Afghanistan. And I say that be-
cause I know a lot of people just feel like we
should brush our hands and walk away—and I
don’t mean you, Mr. President—but some
people in our Nation feel that Pakistan isn’t be-
ing nice to us and that we should just walk
away from them.

Pakistan is important to the region, to the
world, and to us, because Pakistan has a hun-
dred nuclear warheads and they’re rushing to
build a lot more. They’ll have more than Great
Britain sometime in the relatively near future.
They also have the Haqqani network and the
Taliban existent within their country.

And so a Pakistan that falls apart, becomes a
failed state, would be of extraordinary danger
to Afghanistan and to us. And so we’re going to
have to remain helpful in encouraging Pakistan
to move towards a more stable government
and rebuild a relationship with us. And that
means that our aid that we provide to Pakistan
is going to have to be conditioned upon certain
benchmarks being met. So for me, I look at
this as both a need to help move Pakistan in
the right direction and also to get Afghanistan
to be ready, and they will be ready by the end
of 2014.

Afghanistan/Pakistan/Veterans

Mr. Schieffer. Mr. President.

The President. When I came into office, we
were still bogged down in Iraq, and Afghani-
stan had been drifting for a decade. We ended
the war in Iraq, refocused our attention on Af-
ghanistan, and we did deliver a surge of troops.
That was facilitated, in part, because we had
ended the war in Iraq. And we are now in a po-
sition where we have met many of the objec-
tives that got us there in the first place.

Part of what had happened is, we had for-
gotten why we had gone. We went because
there were people who were responsible for
3,000 American deaths. And so we decimated
Al Qaida’s core leadership in the border re-
gions between Afghanistan and Pakistan. We
then started to build up Afghan forces, and
we’re now in a position where we can transi-
tion out, because there’s no reason why Ameri-
cans should die when Afghans are perfectly ca-
pable of defending their own country.

Now, that transition has to take place in a re-
sponsible fashion. We’ve been there a long
time, and we’ve got to make sure that we and
our coalition partners are pulling out responsi-
bly and giving Afghans the capabilities that
they need.

But what I think the American people rec-
ognize is after a decade of war, it’s time to do
some nation-building here at home. And what
we can now do is free up some resources to, for
example, put Americans back to work—espe-
cially our veterans—rebuilding our roads, our
bridges, our schools; making sure that our vet-
erans are getting the care that they need when
it comes to posttraumatic stress disorder and
traumatic brain injury; making sure that the
certifications that they need for good jobs of
the future are in place.

I was having lunch with some—a veteran in
Minnesota who had been a medic dealing with
the most extreme circumstances. When he
came home and he wanted to become a nurse,
he had to start from scratch. And what we’ve
said is, let’s change those certifications. The
First Lady has done great work with an organi-
zation called Joining Forces, putting our veter-
ans back to work. And as a consequence, veter-
ans unemployment is actually now lower than
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the general population; it was higher when I
came into office.

So those are the kinds of things that we can
now do because we’re making that transition in
Afghanistan.

Pakistan

Mr. Schieffer. All right, let me go to Gover-
nor Romney, because you talked about Paki-
stan and what needs to be done there. General
Allen, our commander in Afghanistan, says that
Americans continue to die at the hands of
groups who are supported by Pakistan. We
know that Pakistan has arrested the doctor who
helped us catch Obamas—bin Laden. It still
provides safe haven for terrorists. Yet we con-
tinue to give Pakistan billions of dollars. Is it
time for us to divorce Pakistan?

Gov. Romney. No, it’s not time to divorce a
nation on Earth that has a hundred nuclear
weapons and is on the way to double that at
some point, a nation that has serious threats
from terrorist groups within its nation, as I in-
dicated before, the Taliban, the Haqqani net-
work. It’s a nation that’s not like others, and it
does not have a civilian leadership that is call-
ing the shots there. You’ve got the ISI, their in-
telligence organization, that’s probably the
most powerful of three branches there. Then
you have the military, and then you have the ci-
vilian Government.

This is a nation, which, if it falls apart, if it
becomes a failed state, there are nuclear weap-
ons there, and you’ve got terrorists there who
could grab their hands onto those nuclear
weapons. This is an important part of the world
for us. Pakistan is technically an ally, and
they’re not acting very much like an ally right
now, but we have some work to do.

And I don’t blame the administration for the
fact that the relationship with Pakistan is
strained. We had to go into Pakistan. We had
to go in there to get Usama bin Laden. That
was the right thing to do. And that upset them,
but there was obviously a great deal of anger
even before that. But we’re going to have to
work with the people in Pakistan to try and
help them move to a more responsible course
than the one that they’re on.

It’s important for them. It’s important for
the nuclear weapons. It’s important for the
success of Afghanistan, because inside Pakistan
you have a large group of Pashtuns that are
Taliban. They’re going to come rushing back in
to Afghanistan when we go, and that’s one of
the reasons the Afghan security forces have so
much work to do to be able to fight against
that.

But it’s important for us to recognize that we
can’t just walk away from Pakistan. But we do
need to make sure that as we send support for
them, that this is tied to them making progress
on matters that would lead them to becoming a
civil society.

Counterterrorism/The President’s Foreign Poli-
cy Agenda/Israel

Mr. Schieffer. Let me ask you, Governor—
because we know President Obama’s position
on this—what is your position on the use of
drones?

Gov. Romney. Well, I believe that we should
use any and all means necessary to take out
people who pose a threat to us and our friends
around the world. And it’s widely reported that
drones are being used in drone strikes, and I
support that entirely, and feel the President
was right to up the usage of that technology,
and believe that we should continue to use it to
continue to go after the people who represent
a threat to this Nation and to our friends.

Let me also note that, as I said earlier, we’re
going to have to do more than just going after
leaders and killing bad guys, important as that
is. We’re also going to have to have a far more
effective and comprehensive strategy to help
move the world away from terror and Islamic
extremism. We haven’t done that yet.

We talk a lot about these things, but you
look at the record. You look at the record of
the last 4 years and say, is Iran closer to a
bomb? Yes. Is the Middle East in tumult? Yes.
Is Al Qaida on the run, on its heels? No. Is—
are Israel and the Palestinians closer to reach-
ing a peace agreement? No, they haven’t had
talks in 2 years. We have not seen the progress
we need to have. And I’m convinced that with
strong leadership and an effort to build a
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strategy based upon helping these nations re-
ject extremism, we can see the kind of peace
and prosperity the world demands.

Counterterrorism/Democracy Promotion

The President. Well, keep in mind, our strat-
egy wasn’t just going after bin Laden. We’ve
created partnerships throughout the region to
deal with extremism: in Somalia, in Yemen, in
Pakistan. And what we’ve also done is engage
these Governments in the kind of reforms that
are actually going to make a difference in peo-
ple’s lives day to day: to make sure that their
Governments aren’t corrupt, to make sure that
they are treating women with the kind of re-
spect and dignity that every nation that suc-
ceeds has shown, and to make sure that they’ve
got a free market system that works. So across
the board, we are engaging them in building
capacity in these countries, and we have stood
on the side of democracy.

One thing I think Americans should be
proud of, when Tunisians began to protest, this
Nation—me, my administration—stood with
them earlier than just about any other country.
In Egypt, we stood on the side of democracy.
In Libya, we stood on the side of the people.
And as a consequence, there’s no doubt that
attitudes about Americans have changed.

But there are always going to be elements in
these countries that potentially threaten the
United States, and we want to shrink those
groups and those networks, and we can do that.
But we’re always also going to have to maintain
vigilance when it comes to terrorist activities.
The truth, though, is that Al Qaida is much
weaker than it was when I came into office,
and they don’t have the same capacities to at-
tack the U.S. homeland and our allies as they
did 4 years ago.

China

Mr. Schieffer. Let’s go to the next segment,
because it’s a very important one. It is the rise
of China and future challenges for America. I
want to just begin this by asking both of you—
and, Mr. President, you go first this time—

what do you believe is the greatest future
threat to the national security of this country?

The President. Well, I think it will continue
to be terrorist networks. We have to remain
vigilant, as I just said. But with respect to Chi-
na, China is both an adversary, but also a po-
tential partner in the international community
if it’s following the rules. So my attitude com-
ing into office was that we are going to insist
that China plays by the same rules as every-
body else.

Now, I know Americans had seen jobs being
shipped overseas, businesses and workers not
getting a level playing field when it came to
trade. And that’s the reason why I set up a
trade Task Force to go after cheaters when it
came to international trade. That’s the reason
why we have brought more cases against China
for violating trade rules than the other—the
previous administration had done in two terms.
And we’ve won just about every case that we
filed, that has been decided.

In fact, just recently, steelworkers in Ohio
and throughout the Midwest, Pennsylvania,
are in a position now to sell steel to China be-
cause we won that case. We had a tire case in
which they were flooding us with cheap do-
mestic tires—or cheap Chinese tires, and we
put a stop to it and, as a consequence, saved
jobs throughout America.

I have to say that Governor Romney criti-
cized me for being too tough in that tire case,
said this wouldn’t be good for American work-
ers and that it would be protectionist. But I tell
you, those workers don’t feel that way. They
feel as if they had finally an administration who
was going to take this issue seriously.

Over the long term, in order for us to com-
pete with China, we’ve also got to make sure,
though, that we’re taking care of business here
at home. If we don’t have the best education
system in the world, if we don’t continue to put
money into research and technology that will
allow us to create great businesses here in the
United States, that’s how we lose the competi-
tion. And unfortunately, Governor Romney’s
budget and his proposals would not allow us to
make those investments.

Mr. Schieffer. All right. Governor.
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Gov. Romney. Well, first of all, it’s not gov-
ernment that makes business successful. It’s
not government investments that make busi-
nesses grow and hire people. Let me also note
that the greatest threat that the world faces,
the greatest national security threat is a nuclear
Iran.

Let’s talk about China. China has an interest
that’s very much like ours in one respect, and
that is they want a stable world. They don’t
want war. They don’t want to see protection-
ism. They don’t want to see the world break
out into various forms of chaos, because they
have to manufacture goods and put people to
work. They have about 20,000—20 million,
rather, people coming out of the farms every
year, coming into the cities, needing jobs. So
they want the economy to work and the world
to be free and open. And so we can be a part-
ner with China. We don’t have to be an adver-
sary in any way, shape, or form. We can work
with them. We can collaborate with them, if
they’re willing to be responsible.

Now, they look at us and say, is it a good
idea to be with America? How strong are we
going to be? How strong is our economy? They
look at the fact that we owe them a trillion dol-
lars and owe other people 16 trillion in total,
including them. They look at our decision to
cut back on our military capabilities: a trillion
dollars. The Secretary of Defense called these
trillion dollars of cuts to our military devastat-
ing. It’s not my term. It’s the President’s own
Secretary of Defense called them devastating.
They look at America’s commitments around
the world, and they see what’s happening, and
they say, well, okay, is America going to be
strong? And the answer is yes; if I’m President,
America will be very strong.

We’ll also make sure that we have trade rela-
tions with China that work for us. I’ve watched
year in and year out as companies have shut
down and people have lost their jobs because
China has not played by the same rules, in part
by holding down artificially the value of their
currency; it holds down the prices of their
goods. It means our goods aren’t as competi-
tive, and we lose jobs. That’s got to end.
They’re making some progress. They need to

make more. That’s why on day one I will label
them a currency manipulator, which allows us
to apply tariffs where they’re taking jobs.

They’re stealing our intellectual property,
our patents, our designs, our technology, hack-
ing into our computers, counterfeiting our
goods. They have to understand, we want to
trade with them, we want a world that’s stable,
we like free enterprise, but you’ve got to play
by the rules.

China

Mr. Schieffer. Well, Governor, let me just
ask you, if you declare them a currency manip-
ulator on day one, some people are—say you’re
just going to start a trade war with China on
day one. Is that—isn’t there a risk that that
could happen?

Gov. Romney. Well, they sell us about this
much stuff every year, and we sell them about
this much stuff every year. So it’s pretty clear
who doesn’t want a trade war. And there’s one
going on right now which we don’t know about;
it’s a silent one, and they’re winning. We have
enormous trade imbalance with China. And it’s
worse this year than last year. And it’s worst
last year than the year before.

And so we have to understand that we can’t
just surrender and lose jobs year in and year
out. We have to say to our friends in China,
look, you guys are playing aggressively, we un-
derstand it, but this can’t keep on going. You
can’t keep on holding down the value of your
currency, stealing our intellectual property,
counterfeiting our products, selling them
around the world, even into the United States.

I was with one company that makes valves in
process industries. And they said, look, we
were having some valves coming in that were
broken, and we had to repair them under war-
ranty. And we looked them up, and they had
our serial number on them, and then we no-
ticed that there was more than one with that
same serial number. There were counterfeit
products being made overseas with the same
serial number as a U.S. company, the same
packaging. These were being sold into our
market and around the world as if they were
made by the U.S. competitor. This can’t go on.
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I want a great relationship with China. China
can be our partner, but that doesn’t mean they
can just roll all over us and steal our jobs on an
unfair basis.

Global Competitiveness/China

The President. Well, Governor Romney is
right, you are familiar with jobs being shipped
overseas because you invested in companies
that were shipping jobs overseas. And that’s
your right. I mean, that’s how our free market
works. But I’ve made a different bet on Ameri-
can workers.

If we had taken your advice, Governor Rom-
ney, about our auto industry, we’d be buying
cars from China instead of selling cars to Chi-
na. If we take your advice with respect to how
we change our Tax Code so that companies
that are in profits overseas don’t pay U.S. taxes
compared to companies here that are paying
taxes, that’s estimated to create 800,000 jobs.
The problem is they won’t be here, they’ll be in
places like China.

And if we’re not making investments in edu-
cation and basic research, which is not some-
thing that the private sector is doing at a suffi-
cient pace right now and has never done, then
we will lose the lead in things like clean energy
technology.

Now, with respect to what we’ve done with
China already, U.S. exports have doubled,
since I came into office, to China. And actually,
currencies are at their most advantageous
point for U.S. exporters since 1993. We abso-
lutely have to make more progress, and that’s
why we’re going to keep on pressing.

And when it comes to our military and Chi-
nese security, part of the reason that we were
able to pivot to the Asia-Pacific region after
having ended the war in Iraq and transitioning
out of Afghanistan is precisely because this is
going to be a massive growth area in the future.

And we believe China can be a partner, but
we’re also sending a very clear signal that
America is a Pacific power, that we are going to
have a presence there. We are working with
countries in the region to make sure, for exam-
ple, that ships can pass through, that com-
merce continues. And we’re organizing trade

relations with countries other than China so
that China starts feeling more pressure about
meeting basic international standards. That’s
the kind of leadership we’ve shown in the re-
gion. That’s the kind of leadership that we’ll
continue to show.

U.S. Automobile Industry

Gov. Romney. I just want to take one of
those points. Again, attacking me is not talking
about an agenda for getting more trade and
opening up more jobs in this country. But the
President mentioned the auto industry and
that somehow I would be in favor of jobs being
elsewhere. Nothing could be further from the
truth. I’m a son of Detroit. I was born in De-
troit. My dad was head of a car company. I like
American cars, and I would do nothing to hurt
the U.S. auto industry.

My plan to get the industry on its feet when
it was in real trouble was not to start writing
checks. It was President Bush that wrote the
first checks. I disagreed with that. I said they
need—these companies need to go through a
managed bankruptcy. And in that process, they
can get Government help and Government
guarantees, but they need to go through bank-
ruptcy to get rid of excess cost and the debt
burden that they’d built up. And fortunately,
the President took——

The President. Governor Romney, that’s not
what you said.

Gov. Romney. Fortunately, the President—
you can take a look at the op-ed. You can take a
look at the op-ed.

The President. Governor Romney, you did
not say that you would provide Government
help.

Gov. Romney. You know, I’m still speaking.
I said that we would provide guarantees, and
that was what was able to allow these compa-
nies to go through bankruptcy, to come out of
bankruptcy. Under no circumstances would I
do anything other than to help this industry get
on its feet. And the idea that has been suggest-
ed, that I would liquidate the industry, of
course not, of course not.

The President. Let’s check the record.
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Gov. Romney. That’s the height of silliness. I
have never said I would——

The President. Let’s check the record.
Gov. Romney. ——liquidate the industry. I

want to keep the industry going and thriving.
The President. Governor, the people of De-

troit don’t forget.

Global Competitiveness

Gov. Romney. And that’s why I have the
kind of commitment to make sure that our in-
dustries in this country can compete and be
successful. We in this country can compete
successfully with anyone in the world, and
we’re going to. We’re going to have to have a
President, however, that doesn’t think that
somehow the Government investing in car
companies like Tesla and Fisker, making elec-
tric battery cars—this is not research, Mr.
President. These are the Government invest-
ing in companies, investing in Solyndra. This is
a company; this isn’t basic research. I want to
invest in research. Research is great. Providing
funding to universities and think tanks, great.
But investing in companies, absolutely not.
That’s the wrong way to go.

The President. Governor, the fact of the
matter is——

Gov. Romney. I’m still speaking. So I want
to make sure that we make America more com-
petitive and that we do those things that make
America the most attractive place in the world
for entrepreneurs, innovators, businesses to
grow. But your investing in companies doesn’t
do that. In fact, it makes it less likely for them
to come here, because the private sector is not
going to invest in a solar company——

The President. Governor, I’m happy to re-
spond. You’ve held the floor for a while.

Gov. Romney. ——if you’re investing Gov-
ernment money in someone else’s.

The President. Look, I think anybody out
there can check the record. Governor Romney,
you keep on trying to airbrush history here.
You were very clear that you would not provide
Government assistance to the U.S. auto com-
panies even if they went through bankruptcy.
You said that they could get it in the private

marketplace. That wasn’t true. They would
have gone through——

Gov. Romney. You’re wrong. You’re wrong,
Mr. President.

The President. No, I am not wrong.
Gov. Romney. You’re wrong.
The President. I am not wrong.
Gov. Romney. People can look it up, you’re

right.
The President. People will look it up. 
Gov. Romney. Good.
The President. But more importantly, it is

true that in order for us to be competitive,
we’re going to have to make some smart choic-
es right now. Cutting our education budget,
that’s not a smart choice. That will not help us
compete with China. Cutting our investments
in research and technology, that’s not a smart
choice. That will not help us compete with
China. Bringing down our deficit by adding $7
trillion of tax cuts and military spending that
our military is not asking for, before we even
get to the debt that we currently have, that is
not going to make us more competitive.

Those are the kinds of choices that the
American people face right now. Having a Tax
Code that rewards companies that are shipping
jobs overseas instead of companies that are in-
vesting here in the United States, that will not
make us more competitive. And the one thing
that I’m absolutely clear about is that after a
decade in which we saw a drift, jobs being
shipped overseas, nobody championing Ameri-
can workers and American businesses, we’ve
now begun to make some real progress. What
we can’t do is go back to the same policies that
got us into such difficulty in the first place. And
that’s why we have to move forward and not go
back.

The President’s Economic Record

Gov. Romney. I couldn’t agree more about
going forward, but I certainly don’t want to go
back to the policies of the last 4 years. The pol-
icies of the last 4 years has seen incomes in
America decline every year for middle-income
families, now down $4,300 during your term.
Twenty-three million Americans still strug-
gling to find a good job.
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When you came to office, 32 million people
on food stamps; today, 47 million people on
food stamps. When you came to office, just
over $10 trillion in debt; now $16 trillion in
debt. It hasn’t worked. You said by now we’d
be at 5.4-percent unemployment. We’re 9 mil-
lion jobs short of that. I’ve met some of those
people. I met them in Appleton, Wisconsin. I
met a young woman in Philadelphia who’s
coming out of college, can’t find work. Ann was
with someone just the other day that was just
weeping about not being able to get work. It’s
just a tragedy in a nation so prosperous as ours
that these last 4 years have been so hard.

And that’s why it’s so critical that we make
America once again the most attractive place in
the world to start businesses, to build jobs, to
grow the economy. And that’s not going to
happen by just hiring teachers.

Look, I’d love to—I love teachers, and I’m
happy to have States and communities that
want to hire teachers do that. By the way, I
don’t like to have the Federal Government
start pushing its way deeper and deeper into
our schools; let the States and localities do that.
I was a Governor; the Federal Government
didn’t hire our teachers.

Mr. Schieffer. Governor——
Gov. Romney. But I love teachers, but I

want to get our private sector growing, and I
know how to do it.

Mr. Schieffer. I think we all love teachers.
[Laughter] 

Gentlemen, thank you so much for a very
vigorous debate. We have come to the end. It
is time for closing statements. I believe you’re
first, Mr. President.

Closing Statements

The President. Well, thank you very much,
Bob, Governor Romney, and to Lynn University.

You’ve now heard three debates, months of
campaigning, and way too many TV commer-
cials. [Laughter] And now you’ve got a choice.
Over the last 4 years, we’ve made real progress
digging our way out of policies that gave us two
prolonged wars, record deficits, and the worst
economic crisis since the Great Depression.

And Governor Romney wants to take us
back to those policies: a foreign policy that’s
wrong and reckless; economic policies that
won’t create jobs, won’t reduce our deficit, but
will make sure that folks at the very top don’t
have to play by the same rules that you do. And
I’ve got a different vision for America.

I want to build on our strengths. And I’ve
put forward a plan to make sure that we’re
bringing manufacturing jobs back to our shores
by rewarding companies and small businesses
that are investing here, not overseas. I want to
make sure we’ve got the best education system
in the world, and we’re retaining our workers
for the jobs of tomorrow.

I want to control our own energy by devel-
oping oil and natural gas, but also the energy
sources of the future. Yes, I want to reduce our
deficit by cutting spending that we don’t need,
but also by asking the wealthy to do a little bit
more so that we can invest in things like re-
search and technology that are the key to a
21st-century economy.

As Commander in Chief, I will maintain the
strongest military in the world, keep faith with
our troops, and go after those who would do us
harm. But after a decade of war, I think we all
recognize we’ve got to do some nation-building
here at home rebuilding our roads, our bridg-
es, and especially caring for our veterans who
sacrificed so much for our freedom.

We’ve been through tough times, but we al-
ways bounce back because of our character,
because we pull together. And if I have the
privilege of being your President for another 4
years, I promise you I will always listen to your
voices, I will fight for your families, and I will
work every single day to make sure that Ameri-
ca continues to be the greatest nation on
Earth. Thank you.

Mr. Schieffer. Governor.
Gov. Romney. Thank you. Bob, Mr. Presi-

dent, folks at Lynn University, good to be with
you. I’m optimistic about the future. I’m excited
about our prospects as a nation. I want to see
peace. I want to see growing peace in this coun-
try. It’s our objective. We have an opportunity
to have real leadership. America is going to have
that kind of leadership and continue to promote
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principles of peace that will make the world a
safer place and make people in this country
more confident that their future is secure.

I also to want to make sure that we get this
economy going. And there are two very differ-
ent paths the country can take. One is a path
represented by the President, which, at the
end of 4 years, would mean we’d have $20 tril-
lion in debt, heading towards Greece. I’ll get
us on track to a balanced budget.

The President’s path will mean continuing de-
clining in take-home pay. I want to make sure our
take-home pay turns around and starts to grow.
The President’s path means 20 million people out
of work, struggling for a good job. I’ll get people
back to work with 12 million new jobs.

I’m going to make sure that we get people
off of food stamps, not by cutting the program,
but by getting them good jobs. America is go-
ing to come back, and for that to happen, we’re
going to have to have a President who can work
across the aisle.

I was in a State where my legislature was 87-
percent Democrat. I learned how to get along
on the other side of the aisle. We’ve got to do
that in Washington. Washington is broken. I
know what it takes to get this country back, and
we’ll work with good Democrats and good Re-
publicans to do that.

This Nation is the hope of the Earth. We’ve
been blessed by having a nation that’s free and
prosperous thanks to the contributions of the
greatest generation. They’ve held a torch for
the world to see, a torch of freedom and hope
and opportunity. Now it’s our turn to take that
torch. I’m convinced we’ll do it.

We need strong leadership. I’d like to be
that leader, with your support. I’ll work with
you. I’ll lead you in an open and honest way.
And I ask for your vote. I’d like to be the next
President of the United States to support and
help this great Nation, and to make sure that

we all together maintain America as the hope
of the Earth. Thank you so much.

Mr. Schieffer. Gentlemen, thank you both so
much. That brings an end to this year’s de-
bates. And we want to thank Lynn University
and its students for having us. As I always do at
the end of these debates, I leave you with the
words of my mom, who said, go vote. [Laugh-
ter] It makes you feel big and strong.

The President. That’s great.
Mr. Schieffer. Good night.

NOTE: The debate began at 9:01 p.m. at Lynn
University. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to President Bashar al-Asad of Syria; for-
mer President George W. Bush and Vice Presi-
dent Richard B. Cheney; Payton Wall, whose
father Glen Wall was killed in the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks; and Spc. Nicholas
Colgin, USA, 82d Airborne Division. Gov.
Romney referred to President Muhammad
Mursi of Egypt; President Vladimir Vladimirov-
ich Putin of Russia; former Secretary-General
Kofi A. Annan of the United Nations, in his for-
mer capacity as Joint U.N.-Arab League Spe-
cial Envoy for Syria; former President Mo-
hamed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt; President
Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; President Hu-
go Chavez Frias of Venezuela; President Raul
Modesto Castro Ruz of Cuba; Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel; and his wife
Ann. He also referred to the Nunn-Lugar Co-
operative Threat Reduction (CTR) program,
established by Congress to secure and disman-
tle weapons of mass destruction and their asso-
ciated infrastructure in former Soviet Union
states. Mr. Schieffer referred to Gen. John R.
Allen, USMC, commander, NATO Interna-
tional Security Assistance Force, Afghanistan;
and Pakistani physician and alleged Central In-
telligence Agency informant Shakil Afridi.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Delray Beach, Florida
October 23, 2012

The President. Hello, Florida! Are you fired
up? Are you ready to go? I am fired up right
now! It is good to be in Florida.

Give it up for Congressman Ted Deutch,
who’s here. Your mayor, Nelson McDuffie, is
here. State Senator Maria Sachs. A great
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candidate for Congress, Lois Frankel. And my
friend and your former Governor, Charlie
Crist, is here.

And I want everybody to give a huge round
of applause to Scott for that introduction.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. You guys really
are fired up!

Now, I was mentioning Scott. Every time I
need a pick-me-up I try to see Scott. [Laugh-
ter] In addition to some outstanding pizza. And
Scott and Charlie Crist, they remind us that
the values we’re fighting for, they’re not Dem-
ocratic values, they’re not Republican values,
they are American values. And that’s what this
election is all about.

Now, 2 weeks from today, Americans in all
50 States will step into the voting booth. But
here in Florida, you get to start voting on Sat-
urday. And as Scott just told you, if you need to
know where to vote, you go to vote.baracko-
bama.com. But I need you to vote, because
you’ve got a very big choice to make. It’s not
just a choice between two candidates or two
parties. It is a choice between two very differ-
ent visions for this country that we love.

Now, last night we had our third and last de-
bate. And I hope that during the debate I
made those differences very clear. Because the
greatest responsibility I have as President is to
keep the American people safe. That’s why I
ended the war in Iraq, so we could go after the
terrorists who actually attacked us on 9/11.
That’s why we decimated Al Qaida’s core lead-
ership and brought Usama bin Laden the jus-
tice he deserved. That’s why we’re ending the
war in Afghanistan, because after a decade of
war, it’s time to do some nation-building here
at home.

In a world of new threats and profound chal-
lenges, America needs leadership that is strong
and is steady. Governor Romney’s foreign poli-
cy has been wrong and reckless. Last night he
was all over the map. Did you notice that?
During the debate, he said he didn’t want
more troops in Iraq, but he was caught on vid-
eo saying it was unthinkable not to leave

20,000 troops in Iraq, troops that would still be
there today.

Last night he claimed to support my plan to
end the war in Afghanistan. I’m glad he sup-
ports it. But he’s opposed a timeline that would
actually bring our troops home. Early in this
campaign, he said he’d do the opposite of
whatever I did in Israel, but last night I re-
minded him that cooperation with Israel has
never been stronger.

Last night he said he always supported tak-
ing out Usama bin Laden, but in 2007, he said
it wasn’t worth moving heaven and earth to
catch one man.

Now, we’ve come up with a name for this
condition. It’s called Romnesia.

Audience members. Romnesia! Romnesia!
Romnesia!

The President. We had a severe outbreak
last night. It was at least stage-three Romnesia.
[Laughter] And I just want to go over with you
some of the symptoms, Delray, because I want
to make sure nobody in the surrounding area
catches it. [Laughter] If you say that you love
American cars during a debate, but you wrote
an article titled “Let Detroit Go Bankrupt,”
you might have Romnesia.

If you talk about how much you love teach-
ers during a debate, but said just a few weeks
ago that we shouldn’t hire any more because
they won’t grow the economy, what do you
have?

Audience members. Romnesia!
The President. I’ll bet you’ve got some Rom-

nesia. If you say you love Medicare—and by
the way, there’s a theme here—he keeps on
loving stuff and then wants to end it or cut it or
not help it. But if you say that you love Medi-
care, but your plan turns it into a voucher that
ends the guaranteed benefit of Medicare, you
definitely have Romnesia.

So I mean, we’re breaking down the symp-
toms here. If you’ve come down with a case of
Romnesia, if you can’t seem to remember the
policies on your website or the promises that
you’ve been making over the 6 years that
you’ve been running for President, if you can’t
even remember what you said last week, don’t
worry, Obamacare covers preexisting condi-
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tions. We can fix you up. We can cure this dis-
ease. There’s a cure!

I mean, listen, let me just say this. In all seri-
ousness, I mean, we’re accustomed to seeing
politicians change their positions from 4 years
ago. We are not accustomed to seeing politi-
cians change their position from 4 days ago.
[Laughter]

I mean—and we joke about Romnesia, but
you know what, this is actually something im-
portant: This is about trust. There’s no more
serious issue in a Presidential campaign than
trust. The person who leads this country,
you’ve got to have some confidence that he or
she means what he or she says, that if they tell
you they’re going to do something or that this
is what they believe, that they’re going to actu-
ally try to do it.

It doesn’t mean that every candidate is going
to get everything done all at once perfectly, but
you want somebody to be able to look you in
the eye and say, here’s what I believe. Here’s
what I stand for. Here’s what I’ll fight for.
Here’s what I care about. Here’s who I’m go-
ing to be looking out for in the debates in
Washington.

But part of the reason I think this is hard for
Governor Romney to do is his job plan doesn’t
really create jobs. His deficit plan doesn’t re-
duce the deficit; it adds to it. His foreign policy
is from the 1980s. His social policy is from the
1950s. His economic policies are from the
1920s. So everything he’s doing right now is to
hide his real positions and try to win this elec-
tion.

He wants to just spend all his time and focus
on telling people what he thinks is wrong with
America. I mean, if you notice, in his debates,
in his speeches, he is really excellent at listing
all the things that are wrong. He can just go
over it verbatim, just boom, boom, boom—
PowerPoint presentation. But you know what,
that’s not leadership that you can trust.

And, Florida, you know me. You can trust
that I say what I mean, and I mean what I say.
And yes, we’ve been through tough times. But
you’ve never seen me quit.

Audience members. No!
The President. And there’s no quit in America.

Audience members. No!
The President. So for over the last 4 years,

we’ve been making real progress, fighting our
way back from these policies that failed Ameri-
ca. Our businesses have now added more than
5 million new jobs over the past 2½ years. Un-
employment has fallen to its lowest level since
I took office. Home values are rising. The stock
market has nearly doubled. Our assembly lines
are getting back to work. And our heroes are
coming home.

I promised to cut taxes for middle class fam-
ilies, and I did, by $3,600. I promised to cut
taxes for small-business owners like Scott, and
we have 18 times. I promised we would fix the
financial situation that was broken when I
came into office, but we got back every single
dime, with interest, that we used to rescue the
banks. We passed a law to end taxpayer-funded
Wall Street bailouts for good.

We repealed “don’t ask, don’t tell” so that
nobody is ever kicked out of the military be-
cause of who they love.

When the heartbeat of American manufac-
turing was flatlining, we said thanks, Governor,
I know you’ve got all this private sector experi-
ence, but your advice isn’t going to work this
time. And today, the American auto industry’s
engines are roaring at full throttle again.

I said that I would make sure that nobody in
America goes bankrupt when they get sick, and
we delivered on that promise. I said I’d make
college more affordable for our young people,
and we delivered on that promise. I do what I
say. You’ve seen me.

We’re not yet where we need to be, but
we’ve made real progress. And now we need to
build on that progress. And, Florida, that’s why
I’m running for a second term as President of
the United States of America. That’s why I’m
running.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, in this campaign, I’ve
laid out a plan for jobs and middle class securi-
ty. And unlike Mitt Romney, I’m actually
proud to talk about what’s in it—[laughter]—
because my plan actually will move America
forward. And by the way, the math in my plan
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adds up. [Laughter] If we’ve got any math
teachers out there, you can go ahead and look
in this plan, and you’ll see that the numbers
work. I won’t be running the okeydoke on you.
[Laughter]

If you want to take a look at it, you check it
out at barackobama.com/plans. Share it with
your friends. Share is with your neighbors.
Share it with your coworkers. Folks who are
still not convinced, they can look right here
and find out what it is I intend to do in a sec-
ond term. There are still people out there who
are trying to make up their minds. Some of you
here may still be trying to make up your minds.
Maybe you just thought——

Audience members. No!
The President. No? Some people here might

have thought it was a concert going on or
something and wandered in by mistake.
[Laughter] Thought Scott was giving away free
pizza. So for those of you who are still making
up your minds—or your friends or your fami-
ly—I ask folks, compare my plan to Governor
Romney’s. See which plan is better for you and
for America’s future.

Now, let me just summarize it real quick.
First, my plan builds on our manufacturing
growth by ending tax breaks for companies that
are shipping jobs overseas. I want to reward
small businesses and manufacturers who are
creating jobs right here in the United States of
America.

Second, my plan will cut our oil imports in
half by 2020 so we control more of our own en-
ergy here in America. And by the way, today
we are less dependent on foreign oil than any
time in 20 years. And one reason is because we
increased fuel efficiency standards on cars and
trucks so that they will go twice as far on a gal-
lon of gas. And we need to build on that prog-
ress, not just by producing more oil and gas,
but by investing in clean energy technology
that’s creating jobs here in Florida and all
across America.

Number three——
Audience members. We love you!
The President. I love you back. But I’ve got

this plan I want to talk about, so—I do.

Number three, my plan will make it a na-
tional mission to educate our kids and train our
workers so that they can compete better than
anybody in the world. I want to recruit 100,000
new math and science teachers over the next
decade. I want to train 2 million workers at our
community colleges with the skills that busi-
nesses are looking for right now. I want to work
with colleges and universities to keep down the
growth in tuition costs because I want every
young person to be able to get the higher edu-
cation that they’re willing to work for.

Number four, my plan is going to cut the
deficit by $4 trillion. Remember, I said the
numbers actually add up. We’re going to do it
in a balanced way by cutting spending we don’t
need, but by also asking the wealthiest Ameri-
cans to pay a little bit more so we can invest in
research, invest in technology, those things
that keep new jobs and businesses coming to
America.

And I will not, in our pursuit of reducing the
deficit, turn Medicare into a voucher because
no American should spend their golden years
at the mercy of insurance companies. That’s
not what Medicare is about.

And finally, my plan will use the savings
from ending the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
to put our people back to work doing some na-
tion-building here at home, repairing roads,
fixing bridges, building schools all across
America. And when our veterans come home,
we will serve them as well as they’ve served us
and make sure that they are out there getting
the jobs that are going to help build America.

By the way, I just want to point out, in the
same way that Governor Romney didn’t men-
tion the Afghan war or our troops in his con-
vention speech, Governor Romney didn’t even
mention our veterans last night.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, vote.
He didn’t say a word about it. Now, he may

write off half the country as victims behind
closed doors, but the men and women and
their families who have served this country so
bravely, they deserve better from somebody
who’s applying to be Commander in Chief. It
is my greatest honor serving as their Com-
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mander in Chief, and I will fight for our troops
and our veterans every single day.

So that’s the plan we need, Florida. That’s
how you build a strong, sustainable economy
that has good middle class jobs to offer. That’s
how you make sure that you’ve got increased
take-home pay. That’s how you make sure that
businesses are taking root all across Florida
and all across America.

And now it’s up to you to choose the path we
take from here. Starting on Saturday, Florida,
you can choose the top-down policies that got
us into this mess, or you can choose the policies
we’re using to get us out of this mess. You can
choose a foreign policy that’s reckless and
wrong, or you can choose one that is steady and
strong. You can choose to turn back the clock 50
years for immigrants and gays and women, or in
this election, you can decide we will remain an
inclusive, generous country where no matter
who you are or what you look like or where you
come from or who you love, you can make it if
you try. You’ve got a place in the American fam-
ily. That’s what’s at stake right now.

We can go back, or we can choose to move
forward, to focus on the challenges and oppor-

tunities of the 21st century, to work together as
one Nation, as one people, to make it another
American century.

That’s the kind of President I’ve been,
Florida. That’s the kind of President I intend
to be. I’m asking for your vote. I’m asking for
your help. I believe in you, and I’m asking you
to believe in me. And if you stand with me
and work with me and knock on some doors
with me and make some phone calls with me,
if you do that, we will win Palm Beach County
again. We’ll win Florida again. We’ll finish
what we started. We will win this election.
And we’ll remind the world why the United
States of America is the greatest nation on
Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:27 a.m. at
the Delray Tennis Center. In his remarks, he
referred to former Mayor Lois J. Frankel of
West Palm Beach, FL; Scott Van Duzer, own-
er, Big Apple Pizza & Pasta Italian Restaurant
in Fort Pierce, FL; and Republican Presiden-
tial nominee W. Mitt Romney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Dayton, Ohio
October 23, 2012

The President. Hello, Ohio! Are you fired
up? Are you ready to go? I just want to make
sure. Are you fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Before we get started, I want

everybody to give a big round of applause to
Joe Biden!

Now, first of all, you need to know Joe
Biden is a man who is literally in love with a
teacher. He doesn’t just say, I love teachers,
he’s married to a teacher. But more important-
ly—I want everybody to understand this—I
could not ask for a better partner than my Vice
President Joe Biden. There’s nobody who
knows more about foreign policy than my Vice
President. There’s nobody who gives me better
advice than my Vice President. There’s nobody

who you’d rather have in a foxhole with you
when it matters most than my Vice President.
There’s nobody who cares more about the
middle class and fights harder for America
than my Vice President.

I could not do what I do without him having
my back every single day. So I want you to give
him another big round of applause.

Audience members. Joe! Joe! Joe!
The President. Joe! Joe! Joe!
Audience members. Joe! Joe! Joe!
The President. We’ve also got a great candi-

date for Congress; Sharen Neuhardt is here.
Give her a big round of applause.

Now, 2 weeks, Ohio. Two weeks. Two weeks
from today, Americans all across the country
will step into the voting booth. But here in
Ohio, you can vote early. Here in Ohio, you
can vote right after this event. If you want to
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know where to vote, you go to vote.baracko-
bama.com.

Audience member. Is Biden going to be
there?

The President. He already voted, and he’s
proud of it. Anybody who is here who has not
yet voted, I want you to go vote. Because
you’ve got a very big choice to make. Not just a
choice between two candidates or two parties,
but two different visions for this country that
we love.

Now, last night we had our third debate.
And I hope I made clear that there’s a big dif-
ference between me and Mitt Romney. And
it’s not just that he’s got better hair. [Laughter]
Because the greatest responsibility I have as
President is to keep the American people safe.
That’s why I ended the war in Iraq, so we
could go after the terrorists who actually at-
tacked us on 9/11. That’s why, working with
Joe Biden and our national security team,
we’ve been able to decimate Al Qaida. That’s
why we were able to bring Usama bin Laden to
justice. That’s why we’re now ending the war
in Iraq, because after a decade of war, it’s time
to do some nation-building right here in Ohio,
do some nation-building here in the United
States of America.

In a world of new threats and challenges,
America needs leadership that is strong and
steady. Unfortunately, Governor Romney’s
foreign policy has been wrong and reckless.
You heard him last night; he was all over the
map.

During the debate, he said he didn’t want
more troops in Iraq. But he was caught on a
video just a few months ago saying it was “un-
thinkable” not to leave 20,000 troops in Iraq.
Those troops would still be there today instead
of back home.

Last night he claimed to support my plan to
end the war in Afghanistan, but he opposed a
timeline that would actually bring the rest of
our troops home. Last night he said taking out
bin Laden was the right thing to do. Back in
2007, he said it wasn’t worth “moving heaven
and Earth” to catch one man.

Now, I recognize that—we must have some
doctors in the house, because I’ve already

heard people identify this condition. It’s called
Romnesia. [Laughter] And we had a severe
case breaking out last night. [Laughter] So I
want to go over the symptoms with you be-
cause, Dayton, I sure don’t want anybody to
catch it here in Ohio.

If you talk about how much you love teach-
ers during a debate, but just a few weeks ago
you said we shouldn’t hire any more because it
won’t grow our economy, you might have
Romnesia.

If you say you won’t give a big tax cut to the
wealthy, but you’re on a video promising your
tax cut would include the top 1 percent, that
sounds like a classic case of Romnesia.

If you say that you love American cars dur-
ing a debate, you’re a car guy, but you wrote an
article titled “Let Detroit Go Bankrupt,” you
definitely have a case of Romnesia.

Last night Governor Romney looked you
right in the eye—looked me in the eye—and
tried to pretend that he never said “let Detroit
go bankrupt.” Tried to pretend he meant the
same thing I did when we intervened and
worked to make sure that management and
workers got together to save the U.S. auto in-
dustry, pretended like somehow I had taken
his advice.

The people don’t forget. The people of Day-
ton don’t forget.

Audience members. No!
The President. The people of Ohio don’t forget.
Audience members. No!
The President. If Mitt Romney had been

President when the auto industry was on the
verge of collapse, we might not have an Ameri-
can auto industry today. We’d be buying cars
from China instead of selling cars to China.

Audience members. No!
The President. And you know how important

that is to Ohio. The auto industry supports one
in eight Ohio jobs. It’s a source of pride to this
State. It is a source of pride to our country. It’s
a source of pride to generations of workers. I
refused to walk away from those workers. I bet
on those workers. I refused to walk away from
those jobs. I understood that Americans can
compete. I wasn’t about to let Detroit go bank-
rupt or Toledo go bankrupt or Lordstown go
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bankrupt. I bet on American workers. I bet on
American manufacturing. I would do it again
because that bet has paid off for Ohio and for
America in a big way.

So here’s the good news, Ohio. If you’ve
come down with a case of Romnesia—[laugh-
ter]—if you can’t seem to remember the posi-
tions that you’ve taken not just 4 years ago, but
4 days ago, if you don’t remember the positions
that are on your website, if you don’t remem-
ber the promises you’ve been making during
the 6 years you’ve been running for President,
you don’t have to worry, because Obamacare
covers preexisting conditions. We can fix you
up! There’s a cure! There’s a cure! There’s a
cure, but you’ve got to vote to make sure that
the medicine is there for Romnesia.

Now, we joke about Governor Romney be-
ing all over the map, but it speaks to something
important: It speaks of trust. There’s no more
serious issue in a Presidential campaign than
trust. Trust matters. You want to know that the
person who’s applying to be your President
and Commander in Chief is trustworthy, that
he means what he says, that he’s not just mak-
ing stuff up depending on whether it’s conve-
nient or not.

So smart people who—they don’t have a dog
in this fight—they’ve crunched the numbers,
and we know that Governor Romney’s jobs
plan doesn’t really create jobs. We know his
deficit plan doesn’t really reduce the deficit.
His foreign policy is from the 1980s, before the
cold war was over. His social policy is from the
1950s, and his economic policies are from the
1920s.

He knows he can’t sell that even though
those are his positions, so in the closing weeks
of the campaign, he’s doing everything he can
to hide his true positions and tell us what he
thinks you want to hear and then spend most of
his time telling you what he thinks is wrong
with America. Joe Biden just talked about that,
talking about America is in decline. He is ter-
rific at making presentations about stuff he
thinks is wrong with America. But he sure can’t
give you an answer about what will make it
right. And that’s not leadership that you can
trust.

You know, Ohio, you know me. You know I
mean what I say. You know that I do what I say
I’m going to do. You know that I’ll make the
tough decisions even when they’re not popular.
Folks don’t remember: What we did with the
auto industry, it wasn’t popular when we did it.
It wasn’t even popular in Michigan and Ohio.
But it was necessary. And because I had folks
like Joe Biden with me who can support me
when I make tough decisions, we went in and
did what we thought was right. And I know
people may not agree with every decision we
make, but you know that I’m doing it because I
am fighting for the American people. I’m do-
ing what I believe.

That’s what you need from a President. Yes,
we’ve been through tough times, but there’s no
quit in America. Our businesses have added
more than 5 million new jobs over the past 2½
years. Manufacturing is growing faster than
any time since the 1990s. Our unemployment
rate has fallen to the lowest level since I took
office. Home values are rising. The stock mar-
ket has rebounded. Our assembly lines are
humming again. Our heroes are coming home.
We are moving forward.

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for
middle class families, and I kept that promise.
I promised to cut taxes for small businesses.
We have 18 times. We got back every dime we
used to rescue the banks, with interest. And
then we passed a law to end taxpayer-funded
Wall Street bailouts for good. We repealed
“don’t ask, don’t tell,” because anybody who
wants to serve in our military, if they’re a great
soldier or marine or airman or coastguards-
man, then they should be able to serve regard-
less of who they love.

We saved an American auto industry. It’s
engines are roaring at full throttle with nearly
250,000 new jobs. That’s not just something
that the Midwest can be proud of, that’s some-
thing America can be proud of.

Now, we know we’re not where we need to
be—not here, not anywhere—but we’ve made
real progress. We’ve got to build on that prog-
ress. We can’t go back to what got us into this
mess. We need to move forward with what’s
getting us out of this mess, and that’s why I’m
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running for a second term as President of the
United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, last night and through-
out this campaign I’ve laid out a plan for jobs
and middle class security. Unlike Mitt Rom-
ney, I’m proud to talk about what’s in my plan,
because, first of all, the math actually adds up.
My plan will actually move America forward.
It’s not just a sales job. It’s not a sketchy deal.
It’s not the okeydoke. [Laughter] If you want
to take a look, check it out at baracko-
bama.com/plans. Share it with your friends.
Share it with your neighbors. Share it with your
coworkers.

There are still some people out there trying
to make up their minds. Some of you here may
still be trying to make up your mind.

Audience members. No!
The President. I’m just saying somebody

might have just been taking a nice walk on a
beautiful day—[laughter]—and suddenly
found themselves in the middle of an Obama
rally. And if that’s what happened to you, I
want you to look at our plan. Compare it to
Governor Romney’s plan. See which plan you
think is better for you and for America’s future.

Well, he says he’s got a plan. He’s got a one-
point plan.

But I want to talk about what’s in my plan
just so everybody knows exactly what I intend
to do over the next 4 years, because I do what I
say I’m going to do. First, my plan builds on
our manufacturing base by extending—by
making sure that we’re ending tax breaks for
companies that are shipping jobs overseas. I
want to give those tax breaks to small business
and manufacturers that create jobs right here
in Dayton, right here in the United States of
America. That’s what I want to do.

Number two, my plan cuts our oil imports in
half by 2020, so we control more of our own
energy. You may have heard me say this: To-
day, we’re less dependent on foreign oil than
any time in the last two decades. And one of
the reasons is because we’ve increased fuel
standards on cars and trucks, so you go twice as
far on a gallon of gas. And I want to build on

that progress. I don’t want fuel-efficient cars
and long-lasting batteries and wind turbines all
made in China. I want them manufactured
right here in the United States of America.
And we can do that.

Number three, my plan is going to make it a
national mission to educate our kids and train
our workers so that we can compete with any-
body in the world. I want to recruit 100,000
new math and science teachers over the next
decade, train 2 million workers at community
colleges with the skills that businesses are look-
ing for right now. There are jobs to be had
right now, but the workers have to be able to
get the training for them. I want to make sure
colleges and universities keep tuition low so
our young people can get a college education
without being loaded up with debt. We can do
that.

Number four, my plan will cut our deficit by
$4 trillion; it actually adds up. We can do the
math on the website. In the plan, we’ll do it in
a balanced way over the next 10 years. I’ll cut
spending we don’t need, but we’re also going
to have to ask the wealthiest among us to do a
little bit more. Because that will allow us to in-
vest in research and technology to keep new
jobs coming, to keep new businesses coming
here to America.

And I’ll never balance the deficit by turning
Medicare into a voucher. No American should
have to spend their golden years at the mercy
of an insurance company.

And finally, my plan says let’s take the sav-
ings from ending the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, and let’s put some people back to work
right here at home, doing some nation-build-
ing: repairing roads, fixing bridges, remodeling
schools, laying down broadband lines, making
our economy more competitive.

And when our veterans come home, let’s put
them back to work in some of these jobs. Let’s
make sure we’re serving them as well as
they’ve served us. Governor Romney did not
even mention our veterans last night.

Audience members. No!
The President. Not a word. Not a word. He

may have already written off half the country
behind closed doors, but the men and women
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and their families who have served our country
so bravely, that Joe and I talk to almost every
day and we see the sacrifices they’re making,
they deserve better from somebody who’s ap-
plying to be Commander in Chief. We’re fight-
ing for them every single day.

So, Ohio, that’s the plan we need. That’s
what will create jobs. That’s how you build a
strong, sustainable economy that good, middle
class jobs have to offer. That’s how you encour-
age businesses to start here in America. That’s
how you increase take-home pay, not just by
talking about it. That’s how you build an econ-
omy where everybody who works hard has a
chance to get ahead. We don’t build the econo-
my from the top down. We build it from the
middle up.

And now it’s up to you, right here, right
now. You’ve got to decide which path we’re go-
ing to take. You can choose the top-down poli-
cies that got us into this mess, or you can
choose the policies that we are promoting that
will get us out of this mess. You can choose a
foreign policy that’s reckless and wrong, or you
can choose the foreign policy that Joe and I
have been applying that’s steady and strong.

You can choose to turn back the clock 50
years for women and immigrants and gays, or
you can say, in this election, we believe that ev-

erybody has got a place in America. We want
to make sure everybody has got opportunity.
No matter who you are, no matter what you
look like, no matter where you come from, no
matter what your last name is, no matter who
you love, here in America, you can make it if
you try.

So I’m asking for your vote. I’m asking you
to help me finish the job. I believe in you, and
I need you to keep believing in me. And if you
stand with me and knock on some doors with
me, make some phone calls for me, we’ll win
Montgomery County again. We’ll win Ohio
again. We’ll win this election again. We’ll finish
what we started. We’ll remind the world why
the United States of America is the greatest na-
tion on Earth.

God bless you, Ohio. God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:58 p.m. at
Triangle Park. In his remarks, he referred to
Jill T. Biden, wife of Vice President Joe
Biden; Sharen Swartz Neuhardt, partner,
Thompson Hine, LLP; and Republican Presi-
dential nominee W. Mitt Romney. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Vice Pres-
ident Biden.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Davenport, Iowa
October 24, 2012

The President. Hello, Iowa! Hello, Quads!
It’s good to be back. This is about as close as I
get to home these days, so it is good to be back.
Are you fired up? Are you ready to go?

At the outset, let’s give Cassandra a huge
round of applause for her service to our coun-
try and the great introduction. We’ve got your
Congressman here, Dave Loebsack; your may-
or, Bill Gluba. And we’ve got all of you, and
I’m really excited to see you.

Now, this is the first stop on our 48-hour fly-
around campaign marathon extravaganza.
We’re going to pull an all-nighter. No sleep.
We’re starting here in Iowa, we’re going to
Colorado, then we’re going to go to Nevada,
then we’re going to Florida, Virginia, Ohio. I

am going to stop in Chicago to vote. We’ve got
early vote in Illinois, just like we’ve got early
vote here in Iowa.

But I had to start in Iowa to ask you for your
vote, to ask you for your support, so we can fin-
ish what we started. Because this is where it all
began 4 years ago: on your front porches, in
your backyards. This is where the movement
for change began. And, Iowa, you will once
again choose the path that we take from here.

I know at this point—because you guys have
seen a lot of TV commercials—you’ve heard
Governor Romney’s sales pitch.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, no. Don’t boo, vote. He’s

been running around saying he’s got a five-point
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plan for the economy. Let me tell you, it turns
out it’s only a one-point plan. [Laughter] Folks
at the very top get to play by a very different set
of rules than you do. They can keep paying low-
er tax rates than you do, keep their money in
offshore accounts. They can buy up a company,
load it up with debt, lay off the workers, strip
away their pensions, send the jobs overseas, and
they still make a big profit, while the middle
class gets stuck with the bill.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, vote. That was his

philosophy in the private sector, that was his
philosophy as Governor, that’s his philosophy
now. It’s not a very inspiring vision for our
country.

So, 2 weeks from the election, because he
knows that if he actually told everybody what
he wants to do, he probably wouldn’t get any
votes, so he’s doing everything he can to make
sure that you don’t notice what he’s been say-
ing. And we’ve come up with a name for this
condition; it’s called Romnesia. [Laughter]
Romnesia. I want to go over the symptoms
with you, then, for it, because I don’t want you
to catch it. I don’t want it to spread.

If you say you won’t give a big tax cut to the
wealthy, but you’re caught on video promising
your tax cut would include the top 1 percent,
then you might have Romnesia. [Laughter]

If you talk about how much you love teach-
ers during a debate, but just a few weeks ago,
you said we shouldn’t hire any more teachers,
because they won’t grow the economy, you
probably have Romnesia. [Laughter]

If you sit on stage in a nationally televised
debate saying how much you love cars—you’re
a car guy—except you wrote an article titled
“Let Detroit Go Bankrupt,” then you almost
certainly have Romnesia.

If you can’t seem to remember the policies
on your own website or the promises you made
over the last 6 years that you’ve been running
for President or the promises you made 6 days
ago, you probably have Romnesia. But don’t
worry: Obamacare covers preexisting condi-
tions. We can pick you up. There’s a cure. We

can make you well. As long as you vote, Iowa,
we can cure folks of this malady, of this dis-
ease.

Listen, smart people who don’t have a dog
in this fight—independent analysts, econo-
mists—they took out their pencils, they had
their green eyeshades, they crunched the num-
bers. Turns out Governor Romney’s economic
plan is a sketchy deal. The results are not what
you’d want to write home about. The Washing-
ton Post calls his jobs plan a “bait and switch.”
The bait is the promise that his plan creates 12
million jobs; the switch is the fact that his plan
doesn’t create 12 million jobs. [Laughter]
That’s the bait and the switch. In fact, it won’t
even create jobs right now.

And then, Governor Romney wants to spend
$5 trillion on tax cuts that favor the wealthy, $2
trillion on defense spending that our military
isn’t asking for, and he wants you to believe
that he can do that without adding to the defi-
cit or raising middle class taxes. The problem is
you’d need to invent a new kind of math to ac-
tually make this true.

Audience member. Arithmetic!
The President. The arithmetic does not work.
So we know Governor Romney’s jobs plan

doesn’t create jobs. His deficit plan doesn’t re-
duce the deficit. And we joke about Romnesia,
but all of this speaks to something that’s really
important, and that is the issue of trust. There’s
no more serious issue on a Presidential cam-
paign than trust. Trust matters.

And here’s the thing: Iowa, you know me.
You know that I say what I mean, and I mean
what I say. There are some folks in this crowd
who have probably been following me since I
was running for the United States Senate. And
you know what? You can—like this guy right
here, who I served with in the United States
[Illinois State]* Senate, George Shadid. And
you could take a videotape of things I said 10
years ago, 12 years ago, and you’d say, man,
this is the same guy, has the same values, cares
about the same people, doesn’t forget where
he came from, knows who he’s fighting for.

 * White House correction.
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And you know what? I haven’t finished all
the work that we set out to do back in 2008,
but I have fought for you every single day that
I’ve held this office. And with your help, I’ve
kept the commitments that I’ve made.

I told you we’d end the war in Iraq; we did. I
said we’d begin the process of ending the war
in Afghanistan; we are. I said we’d refocus on
the terrorists who actually attacked us on 9/11,
and we have. And a new tower rises over the
New York skyline, Al Qaida is on the path to
defeat, and Usama bin Laden is dead. I kept
that promise. I kept that promise.

I promised to cut taxes for middle class fam-
ilies and small businesses, and we’ve done that.
I promised to end taxpayer-funded Wall Street
bailouts for good, and we have. I promised to
repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell,” and today, you
can’t be kicked out of the military because of
who you are or who you love.

I said I’d bet on American workers and
American ingenuity, and while the other guy
was saying “let Detroit go bankrupt,” I went in
there and worked with the workers and the
management, and we’ve saved a dying auto in-
dustry that’s back on top of the world.

On issue after issue, we are moving forward.
After losing 9 million jobs in the great reces-
sion, our businesses have now added more
than 5 million new jobs over the past 2½ years.
Manufacturing is at its highest level since the
nineties. Unemployment has fallen to its low-
est level since I took office. Home values and
home sales are rising. Our assembly lines are
humming again. We’ve got a long way to go,
Iowa, but we’ve come too far to turn back now.
We can’t afford to go back to what got us into
this mess. We’ve got to stick with policies that
are getting out of this mess. That’s why I’m
running for a second term as President of the
United States of America.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, the good news is, I’ve
got a plan that will actually create jobs, that will
actually reduce the deficit, that will actually
create middle class security. And unlike Mitt
Romney, I’m proud to talk about what’s actual-

ly in my plan, because my math actually adds
up.

If you want to take a look at it, check it out at
barackobama.com/plans. I want you to share it
with your friends, share it with your neighbors,
share it with your coworkers. There are still
people out there who may be trying to make
up their minds. Maybe somebody here thought
they were visiting the haunted house over
there and just kind of wandered over, trying to
figure out what’s going on—[laughter]—and
they haven’t made up their mind yet. I want
them to know.

I want everybody out there to compare my
plans to Governor Romney’s, have the infor-
mation you need, see which plan is better for
you and for America’s future.

First of all, I want to end tax breaks for com-
panies that are shipping jobs overseas. I want
to reward small businesses and manufacturers
who are creating jobs right here in the United
States of America. That’s what I want to do.

Second, I want to cut our oil imports in half
by 2020 so we control more of our own energy.
Some of you may know we are, today, less de-
pendent on foreign oil than at any time in the
last two decades because of the steps we’ve
taken, because we increased fuel standards on
cars and trucks so they’re going to go twice as
far on a gallon of gas, because we’ve been pro-
ducing clean energy, including right here in Io-
wa.

Today, there are factories in Iowa where
once laid-off workers are back on the job build-
ing wind towers, building wind blades. I want
to build on that progress. I don’t want fuel-effi-
cient cars and long-lasting batteries and wind
turbines manufactured in China; I want them
manufactured here in Iowa. I want them made
in the United States of America, and we can do
that.

Number three, we are going to make it a na-
tional mission to educate our kids and train our
workers better than anybody else in the world.
I want to recruit 100,000 new math and sci-
ence teachers, train 2 million workers at com-
munity colleges with the skills that businesses
are looking for right now. I want to work with
colleges and universities to cut the growth of
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tuition so our young people can afford a higher
education without getting loaded up with debt.
We can do that.

Number four, my plan will cut the deficit by
$4 trillion over the next 10 years, but we’re go-
ing to do it in a balanced way. We’re going to
cut out spending we don’t need, but we’re also
going to ask the wealthiest Americans to pay a
little bit more. And we’re going to do that so
we can invest in research and technology that
keeps new jobs and businesses coming to
America. And I’ll never turn Medicare into a
voucher. No American should spend their
golden years at the mercy of insurance compa-
nies.

And finally, I’m going to use the savings
from ending the war in Iraq and ending the
war in Afghanistan to put our people back to
work right here at home, do some nation-
building here, repairing roads, bridges, schools
all across America. And when our veterans like
Cassandra come home, we’re going to serve
them as well as they’ve served us. We’re going
to make sure that they’ve got the support that
they need, because nobody who has fought for
America should have to fight for a job when
they come home.

So, Iowa, that’s the plan that we need. That’s
how you build a strong, sustainable economy
that creates good middle class jobs; that makes
sure that folks have the sense that not only are
they doing well now, but their future prospects
are going to be bright. That’s how you’re going
to encourage new businesses to start here and
stay here. That’s how you actually increase
take-home pay, not by talking about it and then
wanting to cut taxes for folks at the very top.
This is how you build an economy where ev-
eryone who works hard has a chance to get
ahead. That’s what America is about. That’s the
basic bargain that we believe in.

And now it’s up to you, Iowa, right here,
right now, today. You’ve got a chance to choose
the path that we’re going to take from here. It’s
up to the young people who are here today to
choose the future that you want to see. You can
choose the top-down policies that got us into
this mess, or you can choose the policies that

are helping us to get out of this mess. You can
choose a foreign policy that is reckless and
wrong, or you can choose the kind of leader-
ship that I’ve shown that’s steady and strong
and clear, sends clear messages to our allies
and to our enemies. You can choose to turn
back the clock 50 years on women and immi-
grants and gays.

Audience members. No!
The President. Or, in this election, you can

stand up for the kind of America that says, we
embrace everybody. We believe in giving ev-
erybody a fair shot and everybody doing their
fair share, everybody playing by the same rules.
It doesn’t matter whether you’re Black or
White or Hispanic or Asian or Native Ameri-
can; whether you’re young or old, able, dis-
abled, gay straight, it doesn’t matter. No mat-
ter what you look like, no matter where you
come from, no matter who you are, you can
make it here if you try. That’s the America we
believe in.

So listen, Iowa, we’ve been through tough
times over these last 4 years, but we’ve been
through tougher times before. The good
news is we always bounce back. We always
come out on top. Because the American peo-
ple are tougher than any tough times, be-
cause we pull together, because we look af-
ter one another, because we leave nobody
behind, because we don’t turn back, because
we’re always looking at the horizon in front
of us, because we’re always moving forward,
and that’s why I’m asking for your vote to-
day. That’s why I’m asking for your vote in
this election.

And if you give me that vote, I promise you I
will always listen to your voices, I will always
fight for your families, I’ll spend every waking
day continuing to make sure that your lives are
a little bit better. This is where it got started,
Iowa. I believe in you, and I’m asking you to
keep believing in me.

And if you’ll roll up your sleeves, and if
you’ll work with me and knock on some doors
with me and make some calls with me, we’ll
win Scott County again. We’ll win Iowa again.
We’ll win this election again. And we’ll finish



Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / Oct. 24

1645

what we started and remind the world why the
United States of America is the greatest nation
on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:01 a.m. at
the Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds. In his re-
marks, he referred to Army National Guard
veteran Cassandra Bridges; and Republican
Presidential nominee W. Mitt Romney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Denver, Colorado
October 24, 2012

The President. Hello, Colorado! Thank you!
Are you fired up? Are you ready to go? Are you
fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Well, I’m fired up. Thank you

so much, everybody. Can everybody please
give Sidra a great round of applause for that
wonderful introduction?

We’ve got some good friends here today.
You’ve got your outstanding Governor, John
Hickenlooper; one of the best Senators in the
country, Michael Bennet; outstanding Con-
gresswoman, Diana DeGette; your wonderful
mayor, Michael Hancock; my campaign co-
chair and former mayor, Federico Pena. And
all of you are here, which makes me excited.

This is the second stop on our 48-hour, mar-
athon extravaganza fly-around. We are pulling
an all-nighter. No sleep, quite a bit of coffee.
[Laughter]

We’ve just come from Iowa. After this—
we’ve got some Iowans here? [Laughter] We
are on our way to visit Nevada. We’re going to
go to Florida, we’re going to go to Virginia,
we’re going to go to Ohio. And I am going to
stop in Chicago to vote before this 48-hour day
is done. I can’t tell you who I’m voting for.
[Laughter] It’s a secret ballot. But Michelle
says she voted for me. That’s what she said.

So we can vote early in Illinois just like you
can vote early in Colorado. And I’ve come back
to Colorado—and this may not be the last time
you’ll see me. I’ve come to ask you for your
vote. I’ve come to ask you to help me keep
moving America forward.

We now have gone through three debates,
months of campaigning, way too many TV ads. 

Audience member. Amen!

The President. Oh, yes. Got an amen over
here. [Laughter] You’ve heard, now, Governor
Romney’s sales pitch. He has been running
around saying he’s got a five-point plan for the
economy.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, vote. Vote. That’s

the way to show your opinion, is to vote.
It turns out it’s not a five-point plan Gover-

nor Romney has got, it’s a one-point plan:
Folks at the very top get to play by their own
rules—pay lower tax rates than you do, out-
source more jobs, let Wall Street run wild. And
if this plan sounds familiar, it’s because we
tried it. We tried it in the decade before I took
office, and it led to falling incomes and record
deficits and the slowest job growth in half a
century and the worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression. And we’ve been working for
4 years to clean up this mess that these policies
left behind.

Now, Governor Romney knows this. He
knows his plan isn’t any different than the poli-
cies that led to the great recession. So in the fi-
nal weeks of his election, he’s counting on you
forgetting what he stands for. He’s hoping that
you, too, will come down with a case of what
we like to call Romnesia. [Laughter]

He’s hoping you won’t remember that his
economic plan is more likely to create jobs in
China than here in the United States, because
it rewards companies that move jobs and prof-
its overseas. He’s hoping you won’t remember
that he wants to give millionaires and billion-
aires a $250,000 tax cut, because the only way
he can pay for it is by raising the deficit or by
raising your taxes. He’s hoping you’ll come
down with a severe case of Romnesia just be-
fore you cast your ballot.
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But, Denver, I want you to know this: If you
feel any symptoms coming on—[laughter]—
you start feeling, oh, I’ve got a temperature,
I’ve got headaches, my eyes are getting blurry,
it might be Romnesia. But don’t worry, Obam-
acare covers preexisting conditions. We can
make you well. There’s a cure, Colorado, as
long as you vote. There’s a cure.

Now, we joke about Romnesia, but all this
speaks to something that is essential to your
choice, and that is trust. When you choose a
President, you don’t know what is going to
come up. I mean, when I was running in 2008,
we didn’t know necessarily that we would see
the financial system completely implode. We
didn’t know that the auto industry might go un-
der. We didn’t understand what might be hap-
pening in terms of an Arab Spring.

But what you were voting on is somebody
who you felt you could trust to work for you, to
keep you in mind every single day. Trust mat-
ters. And one thing I think you’ve seen, Colo-
rado, over the last 4 years is that I mean what I
say. I do what I say I’m going to do.

We haven’t finished everything that we want
to get done. That’s why I’m running for a sec-
ond term. But every single day that I set foot in
the Oval Office, I’m fighting for your families.
And with your help, I’ve kept many of the ma-
jor commitments that we made.

I told you we’d end the war in Iraq; we end-
ed it. I said we’d end the war in Afghanistan;
we are. I said we’d refocus on the terrorists
who actually attacked us on 9/11, and now
we’ve got a new tower rising above the New
York skyline, and Al Qaida is on the path to de-
feat. Usama bin Laden is dead. Our heroes are
coming home. I’ve kept those promises.

I promised to cut taxes for middle class fam-
ilies and small businesses, and we have. I
promised to end taxpayer-funded Wall Street
bailouts for good, and we did. I promised to re-
peal “don’t ask, don’t tell,” and today, you can’t
be kicked out of the military because of who
you are and who you love. I bet on American
workers and American ingenuity, and we saved
a dying auto industry that’s back on top of the
world.

On issue after issue, we are moving forward.
After losing 9 million jobs in the great reces-
sion, our businesses have now added more
than 5 million new jobs over the past 2½ years.
Manufacturing is coming back to our shores.
The unemployment rate has fallen. Home val-
ues and home sales are rising. Our assembly
lines are humming.

We’ve got a long way to go, Colorado, but
we’ve come too far to turn back now. We can-
not go back to the same policies that got us into
this mess. We’ve got to keep moving forward
with the policies that are getting us out. And
that’s why I’m running for a second term as
President of the United States.

Now, you know, we——
Audience members. Four more years! Four

more years! Four more years!
The President. Now, the reason I want 4

more years is because I’ve got a plan that will
actually create jobs, a plan that will actually
create middle class security. And unlike Mitt
Romney, I’m actually proud to talk about
what’s in my plan, because it actually adds up.
And if you want to check it out, go to baracko-
bama.com/plans. Share it with your friends.
Share it with neighbors. Share it with cowork-
ers. There are still people out there who are
trying to make up their mind. Some of you may
be trying to make up your mind. Maybe
some——

Audience members. No!
The President. No, no, maybe—no—some-

body may have dragged you here. [Laughter]
Maybe your grandma said, I’m sorry, you’ve
got to come. [Laughter] Maybe your girlfriend
is trying to knock some sense into you, said, no,
no, you’ve got to come to the rally.

So I want you to compare my plan to Gover-
nor Romney’s. See which plan you think is bet-
ter for you. See which plan is better for Ameri-
ca’s future.

I—look, I want to end tax breaks for compa-
nies that ship jobs overseas, but I also want to
reward small businesses and manufacturers
that are creating jobs right here in the United
States. I want to cut our oil imports in half by
2020. And we’re going to develop traditional
sources of energy. And today, we are less de-
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pendent on foreign oil than any time in the last
two decades. But it’s not enough just to pro-
duce more oil and natural gas. We’ve also in-
creased fuel standards on cars and trucks so
your car will go farther on a gallon of gas.

I want to build on the progress we’ve made
doubling clean energy. I want fuel-efficient
cars and long-lasting batteries and wind tur-
bines manufactured here in China—I want
them—I don’t want them manufactured in
China, I want them manufactured here in the
United States. I want them manufactured right
here in Colorado, right here in America.

And by the way, it will be good for our envi-
ronment. It will help conserve the incredible
natural beauty of this State. We can do that.

I want to make it a national mission to edu-
cate our kids and train our workers better than
anyone else in the world. I want to recruit
100,000 math and science teachers, train 2 mil-
lion workers at community colleges to get the
skills that businesses are hiring for right now. I
want to work with our colleges and universities
to keep tuition growth low, cut it in half over
the next 10 years. We can do that.

My plan will actually cut the deficit, unlike
Governor Romney’s. It will actually cut the
deficit by $4 trillion over the next 10 years, but
we’re going to do it in a balanced way. We’ll
cut out programs that don’t work, but we also
need to make sure that the wealthy are paying
a little bit more so we can afford to invest in
technology and research that will keep new
jobs and businesses coming to America.

And I’ll never turn Medicare into a voucher.
No American should spend their golden years
at the mercy of insurance companies.

And I’ll use the savings that we get from
ending the war in Iraq and Afghanistan to put
our people back to work doing some nation-
building here at home: repairing our roads and
our bridges and our schools; extending broad-
band lines into rural communities; making sure
that when our veterans come home, that we
are hiring them and they are getting the same
kinds of opportunities that they deserve, be-
cause they shouldn’t have to fight for a job
when they come home after fighting for Amer-
ica. That’s my plan.

That’s the plan we need for Colorado. That’s
how you build a strong, sustainable economy
that has good, middle class jobs to offer. That’s
how you encourage new businesses to start
right here. That’s how you help small business-
es. That’s how you increase take-home pay.
That’s how you build an economy where every-
body who works hard has a chance to get
ahead. That’s what we can do together.

But right now it’s up to you, Colorado, right
here, right now, today. You will choose the
path we take. It’s up to young people to make
sure that they continue to have opportunities
in the future to go to college, to get a good job.
It’s up to the not-so-young people to choose
what—including me—to choose what we leave
behind for future generations.

So we’ve got—you can choose the top-down
policies that got us into this mess, or we can
choose the policies that are going to keep on
getting us out of this mess. You can choose a
foreign policy that’s wrong and reckless, or you
can choose the steady, strong leadership that
we need in the world.

You can choose to turn back the clock 50
years for women and immigrants and gays, or
in this election, you can stand up for that basic
principle that we are all created equal. That no
matter who you are, no matter what you look
like, no matter where you come from, no mat-
ter who you love, here in America, you can
make it if you try.

Colorado, we have been through some
tough years. But the American people are al-
ways tougher. We always bounce back, be-
cause we pull together, because we look after
one another. We don’t turn back. We go for-
ward. We don’t leave anybody behind; we pull
them up with us. In America, our destiny is not
written for us, it’s written by us, and we are go-
ing to write the next chapter together. And
that’s why I am asking you for your vote.

And if you give me that vote, Colorado,
you’ll have a President who hears your voice, a
President who fights for your families, a Presi-
dent who spends every waking hour trying to
make your lives a little bit better. I believe in
you, Colorado, and I’m asking you to keep be-
lieving in me.
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And if you’re willing to roll up your sleeves
with me, if you’re willing to work with me and
knock some doors with me, make some phone
calls with me, we’re going to win Colorado
again. We’re going to win this election. We’re
going to finish what we started. We’ll remind
the world why the United States of America is
the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:54 p.m. at the
Meadow in City Park. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Denver, CO, community health care
worker Sidra Bonner; and Republican Presi-
dential nominee W. Mitt. Romney.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to the Situation in or in Relation to the Democratic Republic
of the Congo
October 24, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within the 90-day period prior to the anni-
versary date of its declaration, the President
publishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the emer-
gency is to continue in effect beyond the anni-
versary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent to the Federal Register for publica-
tion the enclosed notice stating that the nation-
al emergency with respect to the situation in or
in relation to the Democratic Republic of the
Congo and the related measures blocking the
property and interests in property of certain
persons contributing to the conflict in that
country are to continue in effect beyond Octo-
ber 27, 2012.

The situation in or in relation to the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, which has been
marked by widespread violence and atrocities
that continue to threaten regional stability,
continues to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue the national emer-
gency to deal with that threat and the related
measures blocking the property of certain per-
sons contributing to the conflict in that coun-
try.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Las Vegas, Nevada
October 24, 2012

The President. Hello, Nevada! Are you fired
up? Are you ready to go?

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. Well, this is an
unbelievable crowd. First of all, can everybody
please give a huge round of applause to Mi-
chael for his service to our country? We are
proud of him.

We’ve got here your Congresswoman and
next United States Senator, Shelley Berkley in
the house. Some outstanding Nevadans who
are running for Congress: Steven Horsford,
John Oceguera, and Dina Titus.

I am so grateful to Katy Perry for the unbe-
lievable performance. Katy! I’m getting to
know Katy. She’s just a wonderful young lady,
and I can tell that part of it is because of her
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outstanding grandma Ann, a 50-year resident
of Nevada. So give her a big round of applause.
That’s right. The only thing I have to say is,
Ann got some lipstick on me when she kissed
me. [Laughter] So fortunately, somebody
wiped it off before Michelle saw it. [Laughter]
I’m just telling you, you might get me in trou-
ble. [Laughter]

Audience member. We love you, Obama!
The President. I love you back!
Now, it is great to see all of you. This is the

third stop on our 24-hour, campaign extrava-
ganza, fly-around of America. We are pulling
an all-nighter. No sleep. And if you’re not go-
ing to sleep, you might as well be in Vegas,
right? [Applause] Might as well be in Vegas.
We just—we’ve come from Colorado. We
were in Iowa. I stopped by to do Leno in L.A.
Right after this, we’re going to fly to Florida,
Virginia, Ohio. I’m going to stop in Chicago to
vote. I can’t tell you who I’m voting for be-
cause it’s a secret ballot. [Laughter] But Mi-
chelle told me she voted for me. [Laughter]

See, we can vote early in Illinois, just like
you can vote early here in Nevada. And I’ve
come to Nevada to ask you for your vote. I’ve
come to ask you to help me keep America mov-
ing forward.

Now, you now have seen three debates,
months of campaigning, way too many TV
commercials. You’ve heard Governor Rom-
ney’s sales pitch.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Wait, wait, wait. Don’t boo,

vote. Vote. But——
Audience members. Vote! Vote! Vote!
The President. Vote! Vote! Vote!
Audience members. Vote! Vote! Vote!
The President. This is a feisty crew behind

me here. All right, so you’ve seen all the com-
mercials. You now have seen Governor Rom-
ney’s sales pitch. He’s been running around
saying he’s got a five-point plan for the econo-
my, except it turns out, it’s a one-point plan.
Folks at the top play by a different set of rules
than you do. They get to pay a lower tax rate.
They get to outsource more jobs. They want to
see Wall Street run wild again.

That was his philosophy in the boardroom.
That’s—was his philosophy as Governor. And
if it sounds familiar, it’s because that was the
philosophy that we tried in the decade before I
took office, and it led to falling incomes and
the slowest job growth in half a century and the
worst economic crisis since the Great Depres-
sion. And we’ve been working for 4 years to
clean up the mess they left behind.

Governor Romney knows this. He knows his
plan isn’t any different than the policies that
led to our recession, so in the final weeks of
this election, he has been counting on you to
forget. He’s hoping you come down with what?

Audience members. Romnesia!
The President. He’s hoping you come down

with a—what we call Romnesia. [Laughter]
He’s hoping you won’t remember that his eco-
nomic plan is more likely to create jobs in Chi-
na than here in America, because it rewards
companies that move jobs and profits overseas.
He’s hoping you won’t remember that he
wants to give millionaires and billionaires a
$250,000 tax cut, because the only way he can
pay for it is either blowing up the deficit or ask-
ing you to pay higher taxes. He’s hoping you
will come down with a severe case of Romnesia
before you cast your ballot.

But, Las Vegas, I want you all to know this:
If you feel any symptoms coming on—[laugh-
ter]—fever, a ringing in your ears, blurred vi-
sion, not being able to remember what you
said just last week—if it’s coming on, the good
news is, we can fix you up. Obamacare covers
preexisting conditions. We can make you well.
There’s a cure, Nevada. All you’ve got to do is
vote! We could cure this thing.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, listen, I want to get se-
rious for a second. We joke about Romnesia,
but the reason I bring this up is because it
speaks to something serious, and that is the is-
sue of trust. When you elect a President, you
don’t know exactly what’s going to be coming
up in the future. You don’t know what kind of
crisis may arise. You don’t know what kind of
decisions the President may have to make.
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But there’s no more serious issue in the
Presidential campaign as—than who can you
trust. Trust matters. Who’s going to look out
for you? And here’s the thing: Nevada, you
know me by now. You know I say what I mean
and I mean what I say.

We haven’t finished everything we set out to
do in 2008, but you know that every single day
that I set foot in that office, I am thinking
about you. I am fighting for your families. And
with your help, I’ve been keeping the commit-
ments that I made.

I told you I’d end the war in Iraq, and I end-
ed the war in Iraq. I said we’d end the war in
Afghanistan; we are transitioning as we speak. I
said we’d refocus on the terrorists who actually
attacked us on 9/11, and we have, and there’s a
new tower rising above the New York skyline.
Al Qaida is on the path to defeat. Usama bin
Laden is dead. Our heroes, like Michael, are
coming home. I have kept those promises.

I promised to cut taxes for middle class fam-
ilies and small businesses, and I have. I prom-
ised to end taxpayer-funded Wall Street bail-
outs for good, and we have. I promised to re-
peal “don’t ask, don’t tell” because anybody
who loves this country should be able to serve
in our military regardless of who they love.

I bet on American workers and American in-
genuity, and we saved a dying auto industry
that’s back on top of the world. On issue after
issue, we are moving forward.

After losing 9 million jobs in the great reces-
sion, our businesses have added more than 5
million new jobs in the past 2½ years. The un-
employment rate is falling. Home values and
home sales are rising. Our assembly lines are
humming. We’ve got a long way to go, Nevada,
but we’ve come too far to go back now. We
cannot afford to go backwards to the policies
that got us into this mess. We’ve got to go for-
ward. And that’s why I’m running for a second
term as President of the United States. That’s
why I need your vote.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, hold on. Hold on a sec-
ond. Hold on. This——

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. All right, hold on, hold on,
hold on. Hold on, I’ve got a little bit—I’ve got
a little more on my plate here. [Laughter] I’ve
got a little more to my agenda.

Audience member. We love you, Obama!
The President. I love you back. But this is

about the future. And I have a plan that will ac-
tually create jobs and create middle class secu-
rity. And unlike Mitt Romney, I’m proud to
talk about what’s in my plan.

I’m not going to pretend what’s in my plan is
not in my plan. I’m not going to conveniently
forget what I said last week about my plan.
And the good news is that the math in my plan
actually adds up.

If you want to take a look, you can go to
barackobama.com/plans. You can share it with
your friends and neighbors and coworkers, be-
cause there are still people out there who are
trying to make up their minds. Some of you
here may have just come to hear Katy Perry
and still don’t know who to vote for. [Laughter]
I’m just saying it’s possible.

Some of you might have been dragged here
by your girlfriend or boyfriend. They said, you
know what, you have to come to the rally, and
you didn’t feel like coming. But now that
you’re here, I want you to compare my plans to
Governor Romney’s plans. See which plan is
better for you. See which plan is better for Ne-
vada. See which plan is better for America’s fu-
ture.

Now, the first thing I want to do: end tax
breaks for companies that are shipping jobs
overseas, reward small businesses and manu-
facturers who create jobs right here in the
United States.

The second thing I want to do is cut our oil
imports in half by 2020 so we control our own
energy. And that also means making sure that
we are creating cars and trucks that have high-
er gas mileage, making sure that we’re devel-
oping solar and wind and biofuels: the energy
sources of the future. We are less dependent
on foreign oil than at any time in the last two
decades because of the steps we’ve taken.
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But we’ve got more to do. I want to build on
that progress. I don’t want fuel-efficient cars or
solar panels made in China, I want them made
here in Nevada. I want them made here in
America with American workers. And we can
do it. And by the way, it will help our environ-
ment as well as our economy and our national
security.

Number three, we’re going to make it a na-
tional mission to educate our kids and train our
workers better than anybody else in the world.
I want to recruit 100,000 math and science
teachers, train 2 million workers at our com-
munity colleges to get the skills they need for
the jobs that are hiring right now. I want to
keep college tuition low so our young people
aren’t burdened with debt. We can do that.

I want us to reduce our deficit by $4 trillion,
but do it in a balanced way. We’ll cut out
spending we don’t need, but I’m also going to
ask the wealthiest to pay a little bit more in tax-
es—including me—so we can invest in re-
search and technology and provide young peo-
ple with the support they need for their college
educations. Those things will keep new jobs
and businesses coming to America.

And I’m not going to reduce the deficit by
turning Medicare into a voucher, because no
American should spend their golden years at
the mercy of insurance companies.

And finally, I want to use the savings from
ending the war in Iraq and Afghanistan to put
our people back to work doing some nation-
building here at home: building roads and
bridges and schools, sending broadband lines
into rural communities.

When our veterans come home, I want to
serve them as well as they’ve served us. I want
to help them find jobs as police officers and
firefighters and first-responders. No one who
fights for this country should have to fight for a
job or a roof over their heads or the care they
need when they come home.

So that’s the plan, Nevada. That’s how you
build a strong, sustainable economy that has
good middle class jobs. That’s how you encour-
age new businesses to stay here. That’s how
you increase take-home pay, not by talking
about it, but by implementing plans that do it.

That’s how you build an economy where every-
body who works hard has a chance to get
ahead.

That’s what we can do together. And now
it’s up to you. Nevada, right here, right now,
today, you have the chance to choose the path
we go from here. It’s up to the young people
here to choose the future that you believe in,
that you want to see. It’s up to you and the not-
so-young people here, like me, to choose the
future we want to leave to the next generation.
You can choose the top-down policies that got
us into this mess, or you can choose the poli-
cies that are getting us out.

You can choose a foreign policy that’s reck-
less and all over the map, or you can choose
one that is steady and strong. You can choose
to turn the clock back 50 years for women and
immigrants and gays, or in this election, you
can stand up for the principle that America in-
cludes everybody. We’re all created equal—
Black, White, Hispanic, Asian, Native Ameri-
can, gay, straight, abled, disabled—no matter
who you are, no matter what you look like, no
matter where you come from or who you love,
in America you can make it if you try. That’s
what you believe in.

Nevada, we’ve been through tough times
before. We have been through tough times be-
fore. But the American people are always
tough. We always come out on top because we
pull together, because we look after one anoth-
er, because we leave nobody behind. We pull
folks up. We don’t turn backwards. We look
forward. We look forward. We look forward to
the distant horizon, to new possibilities, to new
frontiers. That’s what we believe, and that’s
who we are.

Our destiny is not written for us, it’s written
by us. And we can write the next chapter to-
gether right now. That’s why I’m asking for
your vote. And if you give me your vote, I
promise you, I will always hear your voices. I
will always fight for your families. I will spend
every waking hour trying to make your lives a
little bit better.

I believe in you. I need you to keep believ-
ing in me. And if you’ll stand with me and
work with me and knock on some doors with
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me, make some calls for me, we’ll win Clark
County again. We’ll win Nevada again. We’ll
win this election. We’ll finish what we start-
ed. We’ll remind the world why the United
States of America is the greatest nation on
Earth.

Thank you, Nevada. God bless you, and God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 p.m. at
Doolittle Park. In his remarks, he referred to

Michael S. Mendez, police officer, Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department, who intro-
duced the President; former State Sen. Steven
A. Horsford and former State Rep. John Oce-
guera of Nevada; former Rep. A. Constandina
Titus; musician Katy Perry and her grand-
mother Ann Hudson; Jay Leno, host, NBC’s
“The Tonight Show”; and Republican Presi-
dential nominee W. Mitt Romney. The tran-
script was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on October 25.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Tampa, Florida
October 25, 2012

The President. How’s it going, Tampa? Are
you fired up? Are you ready to go?

Well, thank you so—can everybody please
give Laura a big round of applause for that
great introduction? We’ve also got with us here
Congresswoman Kathy Castor in the house;
Mayor Bob Buckhorn; my friend and your for-
mer Governor, Charlie Crist.

So, good morning, Tampa.
Audience members. Good morning!
The President. Thanks for waking up early.
You know, we are right in the middle of our

48-hour, fly-around, campaign extravaganza.
We are pulling—we pulled an all-nighter last
night. We just came from Iowa, Nevada, Colo-
rado. We’re going to Virginia and Ohio. I’m go-
ing to stop in Chicago. I’m going to do some
early voting in Chicago.

I can’t tell you who I’m voting for; it’s a se-
cret ballot. [Laughter] But Michelle says she
voted for me. We can vote early in Illinois, just
like you can vote right now in Florida. So I’ve
come to Florida today to ask you for your vote.
I’ve come to ask you to help me keep moving
America forward.

And you notice, my voice is getting a little
hoarse. But I’m just going to keep on keeping
on until every single person out there who
needs to vote is going to go vote. Because the
stakes are just so high, Florida.

You’ve heard now three debates; you’ve
seen months of campaigning, way too many TV
ads. I know you guys are sick of the TV ads.

Audience members. Yes!

The President. Except the ones that I’m in.
Maybe even those too. But you’ve also had a
chance to see the two candidates and the two
perspectives. You’ve heard Governor Rom-
ney’s sales pitch.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, vote.
He’s been running around saying he’s got a

five-point plan for the economy, except it turns
out that it’s just a one-point plan: a sketchy
deal that says folks at the very top get to play by
a different set of rules than you do. They get to
pay a lower tax rate. They outsource jobs. They
want to roll back Wall Street reform. That was
his philosophy in the boardroom; that was his
philosophy as a Governor. And if it sounds fa-
miliar, it’s because that’s the philosophy that
created a great recession.

We tried that in the last decade, and it didn’t
work. It led to falling incomes and the slowest
job growth in half a century and the worst eco-
nomic crisis since the Great Depression. And
we’ve been working hard for 4 years to clean it
up, to clean up the mess that got left behind.

And Governor Romney, I think, knows this;
he knows his plan isn’t any different than the
policies that got us into the mess. So in the final
weeks of this election, he’s counting on you for-
getting that his policies aren’t going to work.
He’s hoping that you won’t remember and you’ll
come down with a case of what we call——

Audience members. Romnesia!
The President. ——Romnesia. He’s hoping

you won’t remember that his economic plan is
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likely to create jobs in China, not America, be-
cause it rewards companies that ship jobs over-
seas. He’s hoping you won’t remember he
wants to give millionaires and billionaires a
$250,000 tax cut, because the only way he can
pay for it is by either blowing up the deficit or
making middle class families pay more in taxes.
He’s hoping you’re going to come down with a
severe case of Romnesia just before you cast
your ballot.

But, Tampa, I want you to know this. If
you’re starting to get a temperature—your ears
are ringing, your eyes are blurry, you’re show-
ing symptoms, you can’t remember what you
just said last week—[laughter]—if you start
thinking that maybe Governor Romney wanted
to save the auto industry even though he wrote
an op-ed saying “let Detroit go bankrupt,” if
there’s a sudden fuzziness when it comes to the
policies on your website, don’t worry, because
this is a curable condition—[laughter]—and
Obamacare covers preexisting conditions. We
can make you well. There’s a cure. You just
have to vote.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Tampa, we joke about Rom-
nesia, but all of this speaks to something that’s
really important in this election, and that is the
issue of trust. When you elect a President,
you’re counting on somebody you can trust to
fight for you, who you can trust to do what they
say they’re going to do, who can trust—that
you can trust to make sure that when some-
thing unexpected happens, he or she is going
to be thinking about your families, your future.
Trust matters. And, Florida, you know me. You
know I say what I mean and I mean what I say.

We haven’t finished all the work that we set
out to do in 2008. But every single day when I
set foot in that Oval Office, I’m thinking about
you. I’m fighting for your families. And with
your help, I’ve kept the commitments that I
made. I told you I’d end the war in Iraq; I did.
I said we’d transition out of Afghanistan, and
we are. I said we’d go after those who actually
attacked us on 9/11; Al Qaida is on the path to
defeat; Usama bin Laden is dead. A new tower

is rising over the New York skyline. Our heroes
are coming home. I’ve kept those promises.

I promised to cut taxes for middle class fam-
ilies, and we have. I promised to cut taxes for
small businesses, and we have. I promised to
end Wall Street taxpayer-funded bailouts; we
have. I promised to repeal “don’t ask, don’t
tell” so anybody can serve in our military re-
gardless of who they love; I have. I promised
that we would pass health care reform so no-
body goes bankrupt when they get sick; we
have. I promised to preserve Medicare; we
have. I bet on American workers and American
ingenuity, and we saved an auto industry that is
resurgent.

On issue after issue, we’re moving forward.
We lost 9 million jobs in the great recession,
but over the last 31 months, our businesses
have added more than 5 million new jobs. Un-
employment is falling. Manufacturing is com-
ing back. Our assembly lines are humming
again. We’ve got a long way to go, but, Florida,
we’ve come too far to turn back now. We can’t
afford to go back to the same policies that got
us into the mess. We’ve got to stick with the
policies that are getting us out of the mess.
And that’s why I’m running for a second term
as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, I’ve got a plan that will
actually create jobs, a plan that will actually
create middle class security. And unlike Mitt
Romney, I’m proud to talk about that plan, be-
cause the math actually adds up.

I want you all to take a look at it. You can go
to barackobama.com/plans. And I want you to
share those plans with your friends and neigh-
bors and coworkers. There are still people out
there who are trying to make up their minds.
There might even be some here who are trying
to make up their minds, maybe. No, no, maybe
your girlfriend said, you’ve got to come. [Laugh-
ter] She’s smart enough, she’s already voting for
Obama, but you need some persuading.

So I ask you to compare my plan to Governor
Romney’s plan. See which plan—where’s my
plan—oh, it dropped—[laughter]—I couldn’t
find my plan. There it is. Now, this is the same
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plan that’s on the website. And you should look
and see which plan is better for you. It’s got
details in here about how we can move the
country forward.

First, I want to end tax breaks for companies
that are shipping jobs overseas, give them to
companies that are investing and creating jobs
right here in the United States of America.

Number two, I want to cut our oil imports in
half by 2020 so we control more of our own en-
ergy. Right here in Florida, we are seeing solar
and other new sources of energy. We’ve dou-
bled clean energy in addition to increasing oil
and natural gas production. Today, we are less
dependent on oil from foreign sources than
any time in the last two decades.

And by the way, we’re also increasing fuel
standards on cars and trucks so you’ll go twice
as far on a gallon of gas. I want to build on that
progress. I don’t want fuel-efficient cars and
long-lasting batteries and wind turbines and
solar panels made in China. I want them made
right here in Florida. I want them made right
here in the United States with U.S. workers.

Third, I want to make it a national mission to
educate our kids and train our workers better
than anybody else on Earth. I want to recruit
100,000 new math and science teachers. I want
to train 2 million workers at community colleg-
es for the skills that businesses are hiring for
right now. I want to work with our colleges to
keep tuition low so that our young people ar-
en’t burdened with debt. We can do that.

Number four, I want to reduce our deficit
by $4 trillion, but I want to do it in a balanced
way. We’ll cut out spending we don’t need, but
I’m going to ask the wealthiest Americans to
pay a little bit more so we can invest in the re-
search and technology and infrastructure that
keeps new jobs and businesses coming to
America. And I will never, under the guise of
reducing the deficit, turn Medicare into a
voucher, because Americans shouldn’t have to
spend their golden years at the mercy of insur-
ance companies.

And by the way, while we’re at it, as we saw
again this week, I don’t think any politician in
Washington—most of whom are male—should
be making health care decisions for women.

Women can make those decisions themselves.
I don’t think your boss or your insurance com-
pany should be making those decisions. Wom-
en should be making their own health care de-
cisions. That’s why the health care law we
passed put those choices in your hands; that’s
where it belongs, and that’s where it will stay as
long as I am President of the United States.

And finally, I’ll use the savings from ending
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to put people
back to work doing some nation-building here
at home: rebuilding our roads and our bridges,
our broadband lines in the rural areas, fixing
our schools up. When our veterans come
home, I want to make sure they’ve got jobs
waiting for them. We’re going to serve them as
well as they’ve served us, because nobody
who’s fought for this country should have to
fight for a job or a roof over their heads when
they come home.

That’s the plan we need, Florida. That’s how
you build a strong, sustainable economy that
has good, middle class jobs. That’s how you en-
courage businesses to start here and to stay
here. That’s how you’re actually going to in-
crease take-home pay. That’s how you build an
economy where everybody who works hard has
a chance. That’s what we can do together.

And now it’s up to you. Now it’s up to you,
right here in Florida. Today, you can choose
the path that we go from here. It’s up to the
young people here to choose the future that
you want to see. It’s up to the not-so-young
people to choose the kind of country we leave
for the future generations.

You can choose the top-down policies that
got us into this mess, or you can choose the
policies that are getting us out of this mess.
You can choose a foreign policy that’s reckless
and wrong, or you can choose one that’s steady
and strong.

You can choose to turn back the clock 50
years for women and for immigrants and for
gays, or in this election, you can stand up for
that basic principle that makes our country the
envy of the world: that we’re all created equal;
that everybody has a place. Black, White, His-
panic, Asian, Native American, young, old,
Black, White, gay, straight, it doesn’t matter;



Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / Oct. 25

1655

no matter who you are, no matter you look like,
no matter where you come from, no matter
who you love, in America, you’ve got to be able
to make it if you try. That’s what we believe.
That’s what we’re fighting for.

Florida, we have been through tough times
these past 4 years. I meet folks all the time who
tell me how tough times have been. And there
are a lot of folks where times are still tough.
But the good news is, Americans, we’re always
tougher. We always bounce back. We always
come out on top. Because we pull together.
Because we look after one another. Because
we leave no one behind. We don’t close the
door behind us if we succeed. We make sure
that we’re bringing more folks through that
door. Because we don’t turn back. We go for-
ward. Adelante. We look forward to a future
that is brighter. We look at the distant horizon,
and we say, that’s where we’re headed.

In America, our destiny is not written for us,
it’s written by us, and we can write that next
chapter together.

So, Florida, that’s why I’m asking for your
vote in this election. [Applause] That’s why I’m
asking for your vote. And if I have the privilege

of serving as your President for another 4
years, I promise you will always have a Presi-
dent who hears your voices. You’ll always have
a President who fights for your families. You’ll
have a President who spends every waking
hour thinking about how I can make your lives
just a little bit better, make the future of your
children and grandchildren a little bit brighter.

Florida, I believe in you. I’m asking you to
keep believing in me. And if you’re willing to
work with me and knock on some doors with
me, make some phone calls with me, vote for
me, we’ll win Hillsborough County again.
We’ll win Florida again. We’ll win this election
again. We’ll finish what we started in 2008.
And we’ll remind the world why the United
States of America is the greatest nation on
Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:02 a.m. at
Ybor Centennial Park. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Tampa, FL, resident Laura Starkey;
and Republican Presidential nominee W. Mitt
Romney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Richmond, Virginia
October 25, 2012

The President. Hello, Virginia! Are you fired
up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. I’m sorry. Are you fired up?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Let’s begin by giving it up for

your outstanding United States Senator, Mark
Warner. And the man who’s going to join him
in the United States Senate, Tim Kaine. These
guys are great friends of mine. They were great
Governors of this great Commonwealth, and
they will be an extraordinary team fighting for
you in Washington.

You also have a great Congressman coming
out of Virginia, Bobby Scott, in the house. Your

mayor, Dwight Jones, is here. And all of you
are here. Can I just say? This is a nice-looking
crowd here.

Now, you might notice that my voice sounds
just a little hoarse. [Laughter] We are right in
the middle of our 48-hour, fly-around, cam-
paign extravaganza. We pulled an all-nighter
last night. We just came from Florida. We
were in Iowa and Colorado and Nevada before
that. We’re heading up to Ohio later today.
And I’m going to stop in my hometown of Chi-
cago to vote.

I can’t tell you who I’m voting for because
it’s a secret ballot. [Laughter] But the good
news is, Michelle said she voted for me. She
did. And I’ve come to Virginia today to ask you
for your vote just 12 days from now. I need
your vote. I’ve come to ask for your help in
keeping America moving forward.
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You’ve now seen three debates, months of
campaign events, and way too many TV com-
mercials.

Audience members. Yes!
The President. So you’ve heard what the ar-

gument is about here. You understand what the
choice is. You’ve heard Governor Romney’s
sales pitch. He’s been running around——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, no, don’t boo, vote!
He’s been running around saying he’s got a

five-point plan for the economy. Turns out it’s
a one-point plan. Folks at the very top get to
play by a different set of rules than you do.
They get to pay a lower tax rate. They get to
outsource jobs. They want to roll back Wall
Street reforms that we put in place to make
sure we don’t have taxpayer-funded bailouts.

That was his philosophy in the boardroom;
that was his philosophy as Governor. And if it
sounds familiar, it’s because that’s exactly what
we tried in the last decade before I came into
office. It led to falling incomes and record def-
icits and the slowest job growth in half a centu-
ry, and the worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression.

We have now been working for 4 years to
clean up the mess those policies left behind.
And now Governor Romney wants to take us
back to those policies, but he knows that
they’re probably not very popular. He knows
his plan isn’t any different than the policies
that got us into trouble. So in the final weeks of
this election, he’s counting on you forgetting.
He’s hoping that you come down with a case of
what we call Romnesia.

He’s hoping you won’t remember that his
economic plan is more likely to create jobs in
China than it is in America, because it actually
rewards companies that ship jobs and profits
overseas. He’s hoping you won’t remember
that he wants to give millionaires and billion-
aires a $250,000 tax cut, because the only way
he can pay for that tax cut is by raising your tax-
es or blowing a hole in the deficit.

He’s hoping that you’ll come down with a
severe case of——

Audience members. Romnesia!

The President. ——Romnesia before you
cast your ballot. But, Richmond, I want you all
to know this. This is a curable disease. If you
feel any symptoms coming on, if you’re starting
to get a little woozy—[laughter]—your eyes
are getting a little blurry, some ringing in your
ears, if you can’t remember what you said just a
week ago, if you can’t remember the plans on
your own website and you’re worried you
might be coming down with a case of Romne-
sia, I want you to know, Obamacare covers pre-
existing conditions. We can make you well. We
can fix you up. All you’ve got to do is vote.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, hold on.
Audience members. Four more years! Four

more years! Four more years!
The President. Richmond, I want to explain

something. We joke about this, but this goes to
a pretty serious issue, the most serious issue of
any Presidential contest, and that is the issue of
trust. Trust matters. You want to know that
whoever is in the Oval Office is going to fight
for you. You want to know that they’re not just
going to take the politically expedient path,
that they’re guided by a compass in terms of
how are we going to make sure the American
people have a chance to succeed if they’re
working hard, and more importantly, that the
next generation is going to have the kind of
America we want them to have. And you know
what, you know me.

Audience members. Yes!
The President. You know I say what I mean

and I mean what I say. We haven’t finished all
the work we set out to do in 2008 just yet, but
every single day I set foot in the Oval Office, you
know I’m thinking about you. I’m fighting for
your families. And with your help, we have met
major commitments that I made 4 years ago.

I told you we’d end the war in Iraq; we did. I
said we’d end the war in Afghanistan; we are. I
said we’d refocus on the terrorists who actually
attacked us on 9/11; Al Qaida is on the path to
defeat, and Usama bin Laden is dead. There’s
a new tower rising above the New York skyline.
Our heroes are coming home. I’ve kept those
promises.
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I was proud and humbled to learn that we
have Colin Powell’s support in this campaign.
I’m grateful to him for his lifetime of service to
his country, both as a soldier and as a diplomat.
And every brave American who wears this uni-
form of this country should know that as long
as I’m your Commander in Chief, we will sus-
tain the strongest military the world has ever
known. We will be relentless in pursuit of our
enemies.

Those are promises I’ve kept. Four years
ago, I promised to cut middle class taxes for
families and small businesses, and we have. I
promised not only to end taxpayer-funded Wall
Street bailouts, but I said we’d get every dime
of money that was used to rescue the financial
system; we have, with interest.

I promised we’d repeal “don’t ask, don’t
tell.” Today, you can’t be kicked out of our mil-
itary because of who you love.

I said I’d make sure that Americans don’t go
bankrupt when they get sick, and we passed
Obamacare, and it was the right thing to do.

I promised that we’d get help to young peo-
ple so they could afford college, and we have. I
bet on American workers and American inge-
nuity and saved a dying auto industry that’s
back on top of the world. On issue after issue,
we are moving forward.

After losing 9 million jobs in the great reces-
sion, our businesses have now added more
than 5 million new jobs in the last 2½ years.
The unemployment rate is falling. Manufactur-
ing is coming back. Our assembly lines are
humming. Housing prices are beginning to
rise.

We’ve got a long way to go, Virginia, but
we’ve come too far to come back now. We
can’t afford to go backwards to the same poli-
cies that got us into this mess; we’ve got to go
forward with the policies that are getting us out
of this mess. And that’s why I’m running for a
second term. And that’s why I need your help.

I’ve got a plan that will actually create jobs,
not just talk about creating jobs, a plan that will
actually create middle class security, not just
use the words, but not deliver on the promise.
Unlike my opponent, I’m actually proud to talk

about what’s in my plan, because the arithme-
tic works.

If you want to take a careful look at it, go to
barackobama.com/plans. I want you to share it
with your friends and your neighbors and your
coworkers. There’s still people out there who
are undecided, trying to make up their minds.
Maybe somebody in this crowd got dragged by
your girlfriend or your boyfriend. Your grand-
ma said, you got to go to the Obama rally, and
you said, all right, grandma. But you’re not yet
convinced. Take a look at this plan. Compare it
to what Governor Romney’s plans are. See
which plan you think is better for you. I want
you to have the information you need to make
an educated choice about this issue, about
America’s future and your own.

The first thing in my plan: I want to end tax
breaks for companies that are shipping jobs
overseas. I want to give those tax breaks to
companies that are investing in Richmond, in-
vesting in Virginia, helping small businesses
and manufacturers create jobs right here at
home. That’s a priority.

Number two, I want to cut our oil imports in
half by 2020 so we control more of our own en-
ergy. Because of what we’ve done to increase
oil production and natural gas production, to
invest in clean coal technology, to make sure
that we’re also investing in the clean energy
source of the future like wind and solar and
biofuels, we, today, are less dependent on for-
eign oil than at any time in the last two de-
cades.

We passed regulations to make sure that fu-
el standards on cars and trucks are doubled so
that you’ll go twice as far on a gallon of gas.
And that will save you money. That’s good for
our national security. It’s good for our environ-
ment. I want to build on that progress. I don’t
want the cars of the future, long-lasting batter-
ies, wind turbines, solar panels, I don’t want
them made in China. I want them made right
here in Virginia. I want to put people back to
work here in the United States. We can do
that.

Number three, I want to make it a national
mission to educate our young people, to train
our workers. I want to recruit 100,000 math
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and science teachers. We’ve got to step it up
when it comes to math and science and tech-
nology. I want to train 2 million workers in our
outstanding community colleges so they’ve got
the skills to get the jobs that are out there right
now. And I want to work with colleges and uni-
versities to cut the growth of tuition in half. I
want to make sure that young people are not
burdened with debt when they’re pursuing the
education they need to compete. We can do
that.

Number four, my plan will cut the deficit by
$4 trillion over the next 10 years in a balanced
way. Yes, we’re going to cut spending we don’t
need; we’ve already cut a trillion dollars. But
I’m going to ask the wealthiest to pay a little bit
more so we can invest in the research and tech-
nology that will keep new jobs and businesses
coming to America. And in the process of mak-
ing sure that we’re reducing our deficit, I’m
not going to turn Medicare into a voucher pro-
gram. No American should spend their golden
years at the mercy of insurance companies.

And you know what—I think we’ve seen
again this week—I don’t think any male politi-
cian should be making health care decisions for
women. I don’t think your boss or your insur-
ance company should be making those deci-
sions for you either. I believe women are capa-
ble and should make their own health care de-
cisions for themselves.

That’s why the health care law we passed
puts those choices in your hands, where they
belong. That’s where they are to stay as long as
I’m President of the United States of America.

Finally, I’ll use the savings from ending the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to put our people
back to work to do some nation-building here
at home: fixing our roads and our bridges, re-
pairing our schools, laying out broadband lines
into rural communities so they can compete in
the global economy. And when our veterans
come home, we are going to make sure we’ve
got the resources to serve them as well as
they’ve served us, because nobody who fights
for this country should have to fight for a job or
a roof over their heads or the care they need
when they come home.

This is the plan we need, Virginia. This is
how you build a strong, sustainable economy.
This is how you create good, middle class jobs.
This is how you encourage new businesses to
start here and to stay here. This is how you in-
crease take-home pay. This is how you build an
economy where everybody who works hard has
a chance to get ahead. That’s what we can do
together.

But it’s up to you, Virginia. You’re going to
have to make a choice. It’s up to the young
people here to decide what kind of future you
want for yourselves. It’s up to the not-so-young
people—like me and some of you—[laugh-
ter]—to make sure we make the right choice
for future generations.

Sure, we can choose the top-down policies
that got us into this mess, but I think we have
to choose the policies that are getting us out of
this mess. You can choose a foreign policy
that’s wrong and reckless, or you can choose
one that’s steady and strong.

You can choose to turn back the clock 50
years for women and immigrants and gays, or
in this election, you can stand up for that basic
principle, enshrined in our founding docu-
ments, that we’re all created equal; that every-
body has a voice in America; that it doesn’t
matter who you are or what you look like or
where you come from or who you love—Black
or White, Hispanic, Asian, Native American,
young, old, rich, poor, gay, straight, abled, or
disabled—it doesn’t matter, you have a place
in America. You can make it if you try. That’s
what’s best in our country. That’s what we’re
fighting for.

Virginia, we’ve been through some tough
times, but we always bounce back, because the
American people are always tougher than any
tough times. We always come out on top be-
cause we pull together, because we look after
one another, because we don’t leave people
behind. We don’t close the door behind us if
we’re successful, we open it up a little wider so
folks can walk through. We don’t turn back.
We look forward at that distant horizon, at the
next destination. Our destiny is not written for
us, it’s written by us, and we’re going to write
that next chapter together.
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That’s why I’m asking for your vote in this
election. That’s why I’m asking for your vote.
And I promise you, if you give me 4 more
years, you’ll have a President who always hear
your voice, a President who will always fight
for you and your family, a President who
spends every waking hour trying to make your
lives just a little bit better.

Virginia, I believe in you. I’m asking you to
keep believing in me. And if you’re willing to
roll up your sleeves with me and work with me,
knock on some doors with me, make some
phone calls with me, we’ll win Richmond.

We’ll win the Commonwealth of Virginia
again. We’ll win this election. We’ll finish what
we started. And we’ll remind the world why
the United States of America is the greatest na-
tion on Earth.

God bless you. Thank you, Virginia. God
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:11 p.m. at the
Carillon at Byrd Park. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Republican Presidential nominee W.
Mitt Romney; and former Secretary of State
Colin L. Powell.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Cleveland, Ohio
October 25, 2012

The President. Hello, Ohio! Are you fired
up? Are you ready to go? I can’t hear you. Are
you fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. I am glad to be back in

Cleveland, Ohio! We’ve got two extraordinary
Representatives who are here, Betty Sutton
and Marcy Kaptur. Give them a big round of
applause.

It’s great to see all of you who are here.
Audience member. We love you!
The President. This—I love you back.
This is the final stop on our 48-hour fly-

around all across America. We’ve been going
for 2 days straight. We’ve been from the East
Coast to the West Coast, and now we’re going
back east again. We just made a quick stop in
Chicago so I could vote. I can’t tell you who I
voted for because it’s a secret ballot. [Laugh-
ter] But Michelle told me she voted for me.

So, Ohio, I’ve got to tell you, even though
I’ve been going for about 38 hours straight,
even though my voice is getting kind of hoarse,
I’ve still got a spring in my step. Because our
cause is right. Because we’re fighting for the
future. I’ve come to Ohio today to ask you for
your vote.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. And the good news is I’m
asking for your vote and I’m asking you to vote
early. Here in Ohio, you can vote now. You
don’t have to vote later. I need you to vote ear-
ly, and I need your help to keep moving Amer-
ica forward.

Look, we’ve already now had three debates.
We’ve had a year of campaigning. We have had
way too many TV commercials. I feel bad for
the State of Ohio; you’ve had a lot of commer-
cials. [Laughter] You’ve now heard Governor
Romney’s sales pitch.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, no, no. Don’t boo——
Audience members. Vote!
The President. Vote.
But Governor Romney has been running

around saying he’s got a five-point plan to fix
the economy. Turns out, it’s only a one-point
plan: Folks at the very top get to play by a dif-
ferent set of rules than you do. They get to pay
a lower tax rate, outsource more jobs, let Wall
Street run wild again. It was the philosophy he
had when he was in the private sector. It was
the philosophy he had as a Governor in Massa-
chusetts. And if it sounds familiar, it’s because
we just tried that philosophy in the decade be-
fore I took office. And we know what hap-
pened. It didn’t work.

Jobs were being shipped overseas at a re-
cord pace. Incomes were falling. Record defi-
cits, the slowest job growth in half a century.
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Incomes were not going up, they were going
down. The worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression. That’s what those ideas pro-
duced. And we’ve been working for 4 years
now, Ohio, to clean up the mess that those pol-
icies left behind.

Now, Governor Romney understands this.
He knows his plan is no different than what we
tried under the previous President. So in the
final weeks of this election, since he knows that
it’s probably not going to be real popular, he’s
trying to kind of fuzz things up a little bit. He’s
counting on you to forget. He’s hoping that you
come down with what we call a case of——

Audience members. Romnesia!
The President. ——Romnesia. [Laughter]

He’s hoping you won’t remember that his eco-
nomic plan is more likely to create jobs in Chi-
na than here in Ohio, because it rewards com-
panies that ship jobs overseas instead of com-
panies that are creating jobs right here in Ohio,
right here in the United States of America.

He’s hoping you won’t remember that he
wants to give millionaires and billionaires a
$250,000 tax cut. And the reason he can’t ex-
plain it is because the only way to pay for it is
either by blowing a hole in the deficit, making
it even bigger, or making your taxes higher.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, vote.
He’s hoping that if he just keeps on saying

how much he loves cars over and over again—
[laughter]—that you won’t remember he wrote
an article titled—that was titled “Let Detroit
Go Bankrupt.”

Audience members. Boo!
The President. I mean, I don’t know how a

guy sits on a stage, talking to tens of millions of
fellow Americans, and you are saying somehow
that you were all for the auto industry when ev-
erybody remembers you weren’t. The people
of Detroit remember. The people of Ohio re-
member.

If Mitt Romney had been President when
the auto industry was on the verge of collapse,
we might not have an American auto industry
today. We’d be buying cars from China instead
of selling cars to China.

The auto industry supports one in eight
Ohio jobs. It’s a source of pride to this State.
It’s a source of pride for generations of work-
ers. I refused to walk away from those workers.
I refused to walk away from those jobs. I wasn’t
going to let Detroit go bankrupt or Toledo go
bankrupt or Lordstown go bankrupt. I bet on
American workers. I bet on American manu-
facturing. And I’d do it again, because that bet
always pays off.

So now, in the closing moments of the elec-
tion, Governor Romney is hoping you, too, will
come down with a severe case of Romnesia.

Audience members. No!
The President. So I’m here to tell you,

Cleveland, if you start feeling a temperature, if
your eyes are getting a little blurry and your
hearing is getting a little muffled, if you’re feel-
ing a little weak, you need to know that what-
ever the symptoms are, don’t worry, Obam-
acare covers preexisting conditions. We can fix
you up. We can make you well. There’s a cure,
Ohio, you just have to make sure to vote. You
got to vote.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Look, we joke about Romne-
sia, but it’s not funny because it speaks to
something serious. It has to do with trust.
There’s no more serious issue in a Presidential
campaign than trust. Trust matters. You know
what, Ohio, after all these years you now know
me. You know that I mean what I say and I say
what I mean. You know that I’ve been willing
to take some tough positions even when
they’re not popular. And by the way, saving the
auto industry wasn’t popular when we were do-
ing it, even in Ohio, even in Michigan. But it
was the right thing to do.

You know that every single day when I get
up in the morning, I’m thinking about you.
When I walk into that Oval Office, I’m fighting
for your families. And we may not have gotten
every single thing done that we need to get
done, but I have kept the commitments and
the promises that I made.

I told you I’d end the war in Iraq, and we
did. I said we’d transition out of Afghanistan,
and we are. I said we’d refocus on the terrorists
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who actually carried out the 9/11 attacks, and
Al Qaida is decimated, and Usama bin Laden is
dead. We kept those promises. A new tower is
rising above the New York skyline. Our heroes
are starting to come home. I’ve kept those
promises.

I was proud and humbled to learn today that
we have Colin Powell’s support in this cam-
paign. And I’m grateful to him because of his
lifetime of service for his country, as a soldier
and as a diplomat. But I’m also grateful to ev-
ery brave American who serves in uniform.
And they should know this: As long as I’m your
Commander in Chief, I will sustain the stron-
gest military the world has ever known. That’s
a promise I’ve kept.

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for
families like yours, for middle class families; we
kept that promise. I promised to cut taxes for
small businesses; we’ve cut taxes for small busi-
nesses 18 times. I kept that promise. I prom-
ised to end taxpayer-funded bailouts for Wall
Street; I’ve kept that promise, and we got every
dime back that we used to rescue the financial
system.

I promised that we would make sure that
nobody in this great country of ours goes bank-
rupt if somebody in their family gets sick;
we’ve kept that promise.

I promised to repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell,”
because anybody who is willing to serve our
country should be able to with honor and dig-
nity regardless of who they love. I kept that
promise.

I said that we would keep the American auto
industry going, and today, its engines are roar-
ing at full throttle. Nearly 250,000 new jobs,
not just something the Midwest can be proud
of, something America can be proud of.

We’re moving forward, Ohio. After losing 9
million jobs in the great recession, using the
policies that Mitt Romney now wants to bring
back that caused all those jobs to be lost, we’ve
now added, using my policies, more than 5 mil-
lion new jobs in the past 2½
ployment rate has fallen. Manufacturing is
coming back to our shores. Assembly lines are
humming again.

We’ve got a long way to go, but, Ohio, we’ve
come too far to turn back now. We can’t go
backwards to the policies that caused us so
much trouble, that hurt so many families.
We’ve got to stick to the policies that are get-
ting out—getting us out of this mess.

I need you, Ohio. America needs you, Ohio.
That’s why I’m running for a second term as
President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, Ohio, I don’t want your
vote just because of what I have done, I want
your vote because of what I’m going to do. I’ve
got a plan that will actually create jobs, a plan
that will actually create middle class security.
And unlike Mr. Romney, I’m proud to talk
about what is actually in my plan because my
plan adds up. The math works. If you want to
take a look, go to barackobama.com/plans. I
want you to share it with your neighbors. Share
it with your friends. Share it with your cowork-
ers. There are still people out there who are
trying to make up their minds. Some of you
may be still trying to make up your mind.

Audience members. No!
The President. No, no, maybe your girl-

friend brought you here, and she said, I’m go-
ing to convince you tonight you need to vote
for Obama, but you haven’t made up your
mind yet. Maybe your grandma said, “You
need to vote for Obama.” And you said, “Okay,
Grandma, I’ll come.” But you’re not yet sure.
So I want you to look at this plan. Compare my
plan to Governor Romney’s. I’m not scared of
the comparison. I want you to know what’s in
my plan and what’s in his and see what’s better
for you and your family and for America.

Look, here’s what’s in my plan: I want to
end tax breaks for companies that ship jobs
overseas. I want to reward small businesses
and manufacturers who create jobs right here
in Ohio, right here in the United States of
America.

Number two, I want to cut our oil imports in
half by 2020 so we control more of our own en-
ergy. We’re less dependent on foreign oil than
any time in the last two decades, and we’re
producing jobs doing it. And one reason, by the

 years. The unem-
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way, is because we increased fuel efficiency
standards on cars and trucks made right here
in America so your cars and trucks will go twice
as far on a gallon of gas.

I don’t want fuel-efficient cars or long-last-
ing batteries or wind turbines or solar panels
built in China. I want them built here. I want
them manufactured in Cleveland. I want them
made in Ohio. I want them stamped with
“Made in America.” We can do that.

Now, I also want to make sure that our kids
and our workers are better trained than every-
body else. We’ve got to make this a national
mission. I want to recruit 100,000 math and
science teachers to make sure our kids are at
the cutting edge. I want to train 2 million
workers at community colleges so they have
the skills for the jobs that are there right now
and the jobs of the future. I want to work to
make sure that colleges and universities keep
tuition down so our young people aren’t bur-
dened with debt. We can do that.

Number four, my plan will cut the deficit by
$4 trillion over the next 10 years. We need to
do that, but we need to do it in a balanced way.
We can do it without sticking it to the middle
class. I’m going to cut out spending that we
don’t need—we’ve already cut a trillion dol-
lars—but I’m also going to ask the wealthiest
among us to pay a little bit more so that we can
invest in the research and technology to keep
new jobs and businesses coming to America.

And by the way, I’m not going to use deficit
reduction as an excuse to turn Medicare into a
voucher system. Because Americans should
not be spending their golden years at the mer-
cy of insurance companies.

And by the way, while we’re on the topic of
health care, we saw again this week, you don’t
want a bunch of politicians in Washington,
most of whom are male, making health care
decisions for women. Women can make those
decisions themselves. That’s what I stand for.
That’s what I’ll continue to stand for as Presi-
dent of the United States of America.

Number five, as we are ending the war in
Iraq and Afghanistan, I want to take some of
the money that we save and put it to work do-
ing some nation-building here at home. We’ve

got construction workers and folks in the
trades who are at home right now. They’re dy-
ing to get back to work. Let’s put them back to
work rebuilding our roads and our bridges, our
schools all across America. Let’s train our vet-
erans as they’re coming home to get some of
those jobs.

Let’s make sure that we’re giving them a
chance to be police officers and firefighters
and first-responders. Let’s make sure our vet-
erans, when they come home, are being served
as well as they’ve served us, because nobody
should have to fight for a job when you’ve
fought for your country. You shouldn’t have to
fight for a roof over your heads when you’ve
fought for your country.

Look, Ohio, that’s the plan we need. That’s
how you build a strong, sustainable economy.
That’s how you create good middle class jobs.
That’s how you encourage new businesses to
start here and stay here. That’s how you in-
crease take-home pay. That’s how you give
workers a chance, if they’re willing to work
hard, to build a better life for themselves.
That’s how you make sure that everybody has
got a chance to get ahead.

That’s what we can do. But we can only do it
together. And, Ohio, I’m going to need you to
do it. It’s now up to you to choose the path that
we take. It’s up to the young people who are
here to choose the future that you want. It’s up
to the not-so-young people like me and you—
you know who you are—[laughter]—to choose
the future you want for the next generation.

We can go back to the top-down policies
that we know in our gut won’t work, or you can
choose the policies that we know give us the
prospect of broad-based prosperity. You can
choose a foreign policy like Governor Romney
is offering that’s reckless and wrong, or you can
choose the kind of policy that I’ve implement-
ed that is steady and strong.

You can choose to turn back the clock 50
years for women and immigrants and gays, or
in this election, you can stand up for that basic
principle enshrined in our founding docu-
ments that all of us are created equal, all of us
endowed with certain inalienable rights by our
Creator; that it doesn’t matter whether you’re
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Black or White, Hispanic, Asian, Native Amer-
ican, young or old, rich or poor, gay or straight,
able or disabled, we all have a place in Ameri-
ca. If you’re willing to work hard, if you’re will-
ing to stand up, you can make it here in Ameri-
ca if you try. That’s what we’re fighting for.
That’s who we are.

Listen, Ohio, I know we’ve been through
tough times. Every day, I think about every-
body out there all across the country who
wants to work and is still looking for a job,
whose homes may be still underwater or at risk
of foreclosure. The folks out there who, at the
end of the month, are sitting around the kitch-
en table, trying to figure out, how am I going to
make all these bills?

Michelle and I understand it because we
know what it’s been like to have a tough time
sometimes. But what I also know, and all of
you remind me of this every day when I’m talk-
ing to the American people: We’re tougher
than tough times. We always bounce back. We
always come out on top because we pull to-
gether, because we look out for one another,
because we leave nobody behind, because we
don’t forget where we come from, because if
we’re successful, then we keep the door open
for folks who are coming up from behind, be-
cause we don’t look backwards, we look for-
ward. We look at that distant horizon. We look
at that new frontier. We are not afraid of the
future.

America, our destiny is not written for us,
it’s written by us. And we can write that next
chapter together. And that’s why I’m asking
you for your vote in this election. And if you
give me your vote, I promise you, you will con-
tinue to have a President who hears your voic-
es, a President who fights for your families, a
President who spends every waking hour trying
to figure out how I can make sure that your
lives are a little bit better and, more important-
ly, that all of our children’s lives are a whole lot
brighter.

Ohio, I believe in you.
Audience member. We believe in you!
The President. And I need you to keep be-

lieving in me. And if you’re willing to roll up
your sleeves and work with me, knock on some
doors with me, make some phone calls with
me, we’re going to win Cuyahoga County.
We’re going to win Ohio. We’re going to win
this election. We’re going to finish what we
started. We’ll remind the world why the Unit-
ed States of America is the greatest nation on
Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:24 p.m. on the
tarmac at Burke Lakefront Airport. In his re-
marks, he referred to Republican Presidential
nominee W. Mitt Romney; and former Secre-
tary of State Colin L. Powell.

Statement on the Hajj and Eid al-Adha
October 26, 2012

Michelle and I extend our best wishes for a
joyful Eid al-Adha to Muslims in the United
States and around the world. We also congrat-
ulate the millions of peaceful pilgrims who are
performing the Hajj, including thousands of
American Muslims.

Throughout the year, Muslims join mem-
bers of many faiths in serving those suffering

from hunger, disease, and conflict. Muslim
communities will continue this practice as they
celebrate Eid by distributing food and charity
to those in need. Such acts of compassion un-
derscore the shared values of the Abrahamic
religions and people of all faiths. On behalf of
the American people, we extend our warmest
greetings on this holiday. Eid Mubarak.
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The President’s Weekly Address
October 27, 2012

Hi, everybody. It’s now been 4 years since a
crisis that began on Wall Street spread to Main
Street, hammering middle class families and
ultimately costing our economy 9 million jobs.

Since then, we’ve fought our way back. Our
businesses have added more than 5 million
new jobs. The unemployment rate has fallen to
the lowest level since I took office. Home val-
ues are rising again. And our assembly lines are
humming once more.

And to make sure America never goes
through a crisis like that again, we passed
tough new Wall Street reform to end taxpayer-
funded bailouts for good. Wall Street reform
also created the first-ever independent con-
sumer watchdog, whose sole job is to look out
for you.

That means making sure you’ve got all the
information you need to make important finan-
cial decisions like buying a home or paying for
college. And it means going after anyone who
tries to take advantage of you or rip you off.
Starting this month, that includes the folks who
come up with your credit score.

If you haven’t checked out your credit score
recently, you should. It can have a major impact
on your life. It can determine whether or not
you qualify for a loan or what kind of interest
you have to pay. It can even affect your chances
at renting an apartment or getting a job.

But here’s the thing: The companies that
put your credit score together can make mis-
takes. They may think you had a loan or a cred-
it card that was never yours. They may think
you were late making a payment when you
were on time. And when they mess up, you’re
the one who suffers.

Until this week, if you had a complaint, you
took it to the company. Sometimes they lis-
tened. Sometimes they didn’t. But that was
pretty much it. They were your only real hope.

Well, not anymore. If you have a complaint
about your credit score that hasn’t been prop-
erly addressed, you can go to consumerfi-
nance.gov/complaint and let the consumer

watchdog know. Not only will they bring your
complaint directly to the company in question,
they’ll give you a tracking number so you can
check back and see exactly what’s being done
on your behalf. And fixing your credit score
isn’t the only thing they can help you with.

If you’re opening a bank account, trying to
get a student loan, or applying for a credit card
and something doesn’t seem right, you can let
them know and they’ll check it out. If you’re
looking to buy a home and you want to know if
you’re getting a fair deal on your mortgage, you
can give them a call and they’ll get you an an-
swer. Their only mission is to fight for you. And
when needed, they’ll take action.

For example, alongside other regulators,
they recently ordered three big credit card
companies to return more than $400 million
to folks who were deceived or misled into
buying things they didn’t want or didn’t un-
derstand.

That’s what Wall Street reform is all about:
looking out for working families and making
sure that everyone is playing by the same rules.

Sadly, that hasn’t been enough to stop Re-
publicans in Congress from fighting these re-
forms. Backed by an army of financial industry
lobbyists, they’ve been waging an all-out battle
to delay, defund, and dismantle these new
rules. I refuse to let that happen.

I believe that the free market is one of the
greatest forces for progress in human history and
that the true engine of job creation in this coun-
try is the private sector, not the government.

But I also believe that the free market has
never been about taking whatever you want,
however you can get it. Alongside our innova-
tive spirit, America only prospers when we
meet certain obligations to one another and
when we all play by the same set of rules.

We’ve come too far—and sacrificed too
much—to go back to an era of top-down, on-
your-own economics. And as long as I’m Presi-
dent, we’re going to keep moving this country
forward so that everyone—whether you start a
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business or punch a clock—can have confi-
dence that if you work hard, you can get ahead.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:55 p.m. on October 26 in the Diplo-

matic Reception Room at the White House for
broadcast on October 27. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on October 26, but was embargoed for
release until 6 a.m. on October 27.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Nashua, New Hampshire
October 27, 2012

The President. How’s it going, Nashua? Are
you fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. This is an unbelievable

crowd! And this is what the weather is always
like in late October in New Hampshire: 70 de-
grees and sunny.

Can everybody please give it up for your
outstanding United States Senator, Jeanne
Shaheen? Your next Governor, Maggie Has-
san. Your next Congresswoman, Annie Kuster.

And I’ve just got to say something special
about one of the most talented singers and
songwriters that America has ever had. He has
just been a great friend. This guy has been
working his tail off on behalf of this campaign.
I couldn’t be prouder that he’s working with
us: James Taylor. Give him a big round of ap-
plause.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back.
Ten days, New Hampshire. Ten days. Ten

days, and you’ll be stepping into a voting booth
and making a defining choice about the future
of our country. Not just a choice between two
candidates or two political parties, it is a choice
between two fundamentally different visions
for America.

We believe in the values that built the larg-
est middle class, the strongest economy the
world’s ever known; the promise that hard
work will pay off; the promise that responsibili-
ty will be rewarded; the idea at the core of this
Nation that no matter who you are, no matter
where you come from, no matter what you look
like, this is a country where everybody gets a
fair shot and everybody does their fair share,

everybody plays by the same rules. That’s what
we believe here in America.

We believe that we are endowed by our
Creator with certain inalienable rights. We in-
sist on personal responsibility. We don’t be-
lieve anybody is entitled to success; we know
we all have to earn it. We honor the strivers,
the dreamers, the risk takers, everybody who
has been the driving force behind our free en-
terprise system, the greatest engine of growth
and prosperity the world’s ever known.

But we also believe that the true measure of
prosperity is more than just a running tally of
corporate balance sheets, quarterly profit re-
ports. We measure prosperity not just by how
many millionaires and billionaires we produce,
we measure prosperity by how well a typical
family is doing, by whether our kids are getting
a great education and can go as far as their
dreams and hard work will take us.

We understand that in this country, people
succeed when they’ve got a chance at a decent
education, when they can learn new skills. And
by the way, so do the businesses that hire them
or the companies that they start. We believe
our economy grows when we support research
into medical breakthroughs or new technolo-
gies like clean energy and fuel-efficient cars.

We know that our country is stronger when
we can count on affordable health insurance
and Medicare and Social Security; when we
protect our kids from toxic dumping and mer-
cury pollution; when there are rules in place to
make sure that we aren’t taken advantage of by
credit card companies or mortgage lenders or
unscrupulous financial institutions.

We know we’re better off when politicians in
Washington aren’t allowed to make decisions
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about health care that women are perfectly ca-
pable of making for themselves.

That’s what we believe. That’s the vision
that we embrace.

Audience member. We believe in you!
The President. I appreciate that. [Laughter]
Governor Romney, now, he’s got an entirely

different view about what this country is about.
Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo——
Audience members. Vote!
The President. ——vote. Vote.
He’s been running around saying he’s got a

five-point plan for the economy; turns out it’s a
one-point plan. [Laughter] Folks at the very
top get to play by a different set of rules than
you do. They get to pay lower tax rates, out-
source jobs. They want to let Wall Street run
wild and make reckless bets with other folks’
money. That was his philosophy when he was a
CEO. That was his philosophy as Governor.
And as President Clinton said, he does have a
lot of brass, because he’s now talking about big
change, but all he’s offering is a big rerun of
the same policies that created so much hard-
ship for so many Americans.

And Governor Romney’s been out here
making a lot of last-minute promises lately,
said he’s all about fighting for the middle class,
says he’d cut taxes for everybody, and asks
something from nobody. But the problem is
we’ve heard those promises before.

Now, keep in mind, Governor Romney lives
just a few miles south of here in the State of
Massachusetts. Love Massachusetts, so—[ap-
plause]. But during Governor Romney’s cam-
paign for Governor down there, he promised
the same thing he’s promising now—said he’d
fight for jobs and middle class families. But
once he took office, he pushed through a tax
cut that overwhelmingly benefited 278 of the
wealthiest families in the State, and then he
raised taxes and fees on middle class families to
the tune of $750 million. Does that sound fa-
miliar to you?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Now, when he’s asked about

this, he says, no these weren’t taxes, these were
fees. [Laughter] But keep in mind, there were

higher fees to be a barber, higher fees to be-
come a nurse. There were higher fees for gas.
There were higher fees for milk. There were
higher fees for blind people who needed to get
a certificate that they were blind. He raised
fees to get a birth certificate, which would have
been expensive for me. [Laughter]

He raised fees for marriage certificates and
fees for funeral homes, so there were literally
cradle-to-grave tax hikes and fees. [Laughter]
And when he left office, there were only three
States in the country that had created fewer
jobs than Massachusetts. And by the way, one
of them was Louisiana that had been hit by
Hurricane Katrina. [Laughter]

He talked a lot about small businesses, still
talks about it. Says, I’m a business guy, I know
about small businesses. Massachusetts, when
he was Governor, ranked 48th in small-busi-
ness creation. And one of the two States that
ranked lower was Louisiana that had gotten hit
by Hurricane Katrina. So this is a guy who has
a track record of saying one thing and doing
something else.

On the other hand, when I ran 4 years ago, I
made promises too. I promised to cut taxes for
middle class families, and I did, by $3,600. I
promised to cut taxes for small-business own-
ers, and I did 18 times. I promised to end tax-
payer-funded Wall Street bailouts, and we
have. And by the way, we got every dime worth
of money that we used for the bank rescue, and
we got interest with it too. I promised to take
on those financial institutions that were charg-
ing too much for student loans, and we, as a
consequence, were able to make college more
affordable for millions of Americans.

I promised I’d never walk away from the
millions of jobs that were in jeopardy when the
auto industry was on the brink of collapse. We
decided to ignore Governor Romney’s busi-
ness advice when he said Detroit should go
bankrupt, and now, America, we are building
the best cars on Earth.

Four years ago, I promised to end the war in
Iraq, and we did. I promised that we would be-
gin the transition in Afghanistan, and we are. I
said we’d go after the terrorists who attacked
us on 9/11, and thanks to the brave men and
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women in uniform, the courage of our Navy
SEALs, Al Qaida is on the path to defeat, and
Usama bin Laden is dead.

After losing 9 million jobs under the theo-
ries that Governor Romney is now promoting,
our businesses—under the ideas we’ve been
working with—have added more than 5 million
new jobs over the last 2½ years. Manufactur-
ing: highest job growth in manufacturing since
the 1990s. The unemployment rate is falling.
Manufacturing’s coming back to our shores.
Our assembly lines are humming again. Hous-
ing prices are starting to pick up. Housing
starts are on the move.

We’ve got a lot of work to do. But, New
Hampshire, the country has come too far for us
to turn back now. We can’t afford to go back to
the policies that got us into this mess. We’ve
got to continue with the policies that are get-
ting out of the mess. We’ve got to move for-
ward. And that’s why I am running for a second
term as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now——
Audience member. You can do it, Mr. Presi-

dent!
The President. Well, I’m going to do it with

you. We can do it together.
Now, unlike Governor Romney’s plan—he

doesn’t like to talk about it too much—I have a
plan that will actually create jobs, that will ac-
tually lower our deficit and will actually pro-
vide the middle class with a greater sense of se-
curity. And the good news is my plan, the math
actually adds up.

If you want to check it out, you can go to
barackobama.com/plans. And I want you to
share it with your friends and your neighbors
and your coworkers. There are still people out
there who are trying to make up their minds.
Some of you who are here may be trying to
make up your mind. Maybe your girlfriend
dragged you out here. [Laughter] No, no, may-
be Grandma said, you’ve got to go to the
Obama rally—[laughter]—and you’re still try-
ing to figure it out. So I’m asking you to com-
pare my plan with Governor Romney’s. I want
you to know what we’re proposing, each of us,

and see which plan is better for you and what is
better for the future of America.

So, number one, I want to end tax breaks for
companies that are shipping jobs overseas. I
want to reward small businesses and manufac-
turers who are putting down roots here, hiring
American workers, creating American prod-
ucts stamped with three proud words: Made in
America. We can bring those jobs back to our
shores.

Number two, I want to cut our oil imports in
half by 2020 so we control more of our own en-
ergy. Because of the work we’ve already
done—increasing oil production, increasing
natural gas production, but also emphasizing
renewables like solar and wind and biofuels—
today, we are less dependent on foreign oil
than at in any time in the last two decades.
That’s good for your pocketbook. That’s good
for our national security. It’s good for the envi-
ronment.

And one reason we’ve been able—we have
confidence we can keep on making progress is
we’ve doubled the fuel efficiency standards for
cars and trucks. So in the middle of the next
decade, you’ll go twice as far on a gallon of gas.
I want us now to build on that progress. We’ve
got to keep making those investments. I don’t
want fuel-efficient cars and long-lasting batter-
ies and wind turbines and solar panels pro-
duced in China. I want them produced right
here in New Hampshire. I want them made
right here in America. And we can do that.

Number three, we have to make it a national
mission to educate our kids and train our work-
ers better than anybody else in the world. I
want to recruit 100,000 new math and science
teachers because we know that’s an area where
we can’t afford to fall behind. I want to train 2
million workers at our community colleges for
the skills that businesses are hiring for right
now. And I want to work with colleges and uni-
versities to make sure that tuition does not
keep on going up, because our young people
can’t afford the debt that they are taking on,
and that’s something we can do.

Number four, my plan will reduce the defi-
cit by $4 trillion over the next 10 years in a bal-
anced way. We’re going to cut out spending we
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don’t need. We’ve already cut out a trillion dol-
lars’ worth of spending; we can do more. But
I’m also going to ask the wealthiest Americans
to pay a little bit more so we can invest in the
research and technology and education that
will keep new jobs and businesses coming to
America.

And under the guise of reducing the deficit,
I will never turn Medicare into a voucher sys-
tem, because no American should have to
spend their golden years at the mercy of an in-
surance company.

And by the way—I think we saw just this
past week—we don’t need a whole bunch of
politicians in Washington, most of whom are
male, making health care decisions for women.
I don’t think your boss or your insurance com-
pany should be making those decisions either.
I believe women should be making their own
health care decisions for themselves.

That’s why the health care law we passed
put those choices in your hands, where they
belong, and that’s where they’ll stay as long as
I’m President of the United States.

Now, finally, number five, we’re going to
use the savings from ending the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan to put our people back to
work. Let’s do some nation-building here at
home. Let’s rebuild our roads and our bridges,
our schools. Let’s lay broadband lines into ru-
ral communities all across the country. And as
we’re doing that, we’re going to be putting our
veterans back to work. We’ve got to serve them
as well as they’ve served us, because nobody
who fights for this country should have to fight
for a job or a roof over their heads or the care
that they’ve earned when they come home.

So that’s the plan we need, New Hampshire.
That’s how you build a strong, sustainable
economy. That’s how you make sure that mid-
dle class jobs that pay a good wage are out
there. That’s how you encourage new business-
es to start here and stay here in America.
That’s how you increase take-home pay, not
just by talking about it. That’s how you build an
economy where everybody who works hard can
get ahead. And that’s what we can do together.

But here’s the thing, New Hampshire, it’s
now up to you. It’s your choice. It’s up to the

young people who are here to choose a future
that is worthy of all your dreams. It’s up to the
not-so-young people here, including me—I’m
included in that category—[laughter]—to
make sure we’re leaving the kind of America
we want for future generations.

You can choose the top-down policy that got
us into this mess, but I think we need to build
on the policies that are helping us to make real
progress all across this country. You can choose
a foreign policy that’s reckless and wrong, or
you can choose the kinds of leadership that I’ve
provided that’s steady and strong.

You can choose to turn back the clock 50
years for women and immigrants and gays, or
in this election, you can stand up for that basic
principle enshrined in our founding docu-
ments that all of us are created equal: Black,
White, Hispanic, Asian, Native American,
young, old, rich, poor, gay, straight, abled, dis-
abled. No matter who you are, no matter what
you look like, no matter where you come from,
you’ve got a place in America. You can make it
here if you try. That’s what we believe.

New Hampshire, we’ve been through tough
times, but we’ve been through tough times be-
fore and we are tougher. We always come out
on top. We always bounce back because we
pull together. Because we look after one an-
other. Because we don’t leave anybody behind.
Because when we succeed, we prop that door
open and bring those who are following behind
us; we pull them through. That’s who we are.

Our destiny is not written for us, it’s written
by us. We don’t go backward. We look forward
to that distant horizon, to that new frontier.
We imagine a better America, and then we
work hard to make it happen. That’s who we
are.

That’s why I’m asking for your vote. And if
you give me your vote, I promise you, you will
always have a President who hears your voices,
who will fight for your families, who will spend
every waking moment thinking about how to
make your lives a little bit better.

New Hampshire, I still believe in you. I
need you to keep believing in me. And if you’re
willing to work with me and roll up your
sleeves with me, knock on some doors with me,
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make some phone calls for me, we’ll win Hills-
borough County again. We’ll win New Hamp-
shire again. We’ll finish what we started. And
we’ll remind the world why the United States
of America is the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:59 p.m. at
Elm Street Middle School. In his remarks, he
referred to former State Sen. Margaret Wood
Hassan of New Hampshire; Ann McLane
Kuster, founder, Newfound Strategies, LLC;
and Republican Presidential nominee W. Mitt
Romney.

Remarks Following a Briefing on Hurricane Sandy Preparedness Efforts
October 28, 2012

The President. Well, good afternoon, every-
body. Obviously, all of us across the country
are concerned about the potential impact of
Hurricane Sandy. This is a serious and big
storm. And my first message is to all people
across the Eastern Seaboard, Mid-Atlantic, go-
ing north, that you need to take this very seri-
ously and follow the instructions of your State
and local officials, because they are going to be
providing you with the best advice in terms of
how to deal with this storm over the coming
days.

We’ve just had an excellent meeting with
the FEMA team here, the various agencies
that are in charge, including the Department
of Defense, the Department of Energy, and
others that are going to need to respond very
quickly.

Under Craig Fugate’s leadership here at
FEMA, we’ve had a chance to talk to the re-
gional officials as well. And I just had a phone
call with the Governors of the potentially im-
pacted States as well as some of the major cit-
ies in the region.

At this stage, everybody is confident that the
staging process, the pre-positioning of resourc-
es, commodities, equipment that are going to
be needed to respond to this storm are in
place. But as Craig has emphasized, this hasn’t
hit landfall yet, so we don’t yet know where it’s
going to hit, where we’re going to see the big-
gest impacts. And that’s exactly why it’s so im-
portant for us to respond big and respond fast
as local information starts coming in.

I want to thank all the members of the team
for the outstanding work that they’re doing.
But the other thing that makes this storm
unique is we anticipate that it is going to be

slow moving. That means that it may take a
long time not only to clear, but also to get, for
example, the power companies back in to clear
trees and to put things back in place so that
folks can start moving back home.

So my main message to everybody involved
is that we have to take this seriously. The Fed-
eral Government is working effectively with
the State and local governments. It’s going to
be very important that populations in all the
impacted States take this seriously, listen to
your State and local elected officials.

My message to the Governors, as well as to
the mayors, is anything they need, we will be
there. And we’re going to cut through redtape.
We’re not going to get bogged down with a lot
of rules. We want to make sure that we are an-
ticipating and leaning forward into making
sure that we’ve got the best possible response
to what is going to be a big and messy system.

So again, thank you, everybody. Craig,
would you like add to something?

Federal Emergency Management Agency
Administrator W. Craig Fugate. Now, again, as
the President says, it’s going to really come
down to the public heeding those evacuation
orders, taking protective measures. If they ha-
ven’t gotten ready, they can go to ready.gov,
get information on how to protect them and
their families, but also check on your neigh-
bors. This is going to be a big storm. We need
to be there for each other.

The President. Okay. That—let me empha-
size that again—ready.gov—for the general
public. If you need to know how to respond,
that’s where you can get centralized informa-
tion.
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But I think Craig’s point is exactly right. In
times like this, one of the things that Ameri-
cans do is we pull together and we help out
one another. And so there may be elderly
populations in your area. Check on your
neighbor, check on your friend. Make sure
that they are prepared. If we do, then we’re
going to get through this storm just fine. But
we’re going to have to make sure that we are
vigilant and vigilant for a couple of days.

Don’t anticipate that just because the imme-
diate storm has passed that we’re not going to
have some potential problems in a lot of these
communities going forward through the
week.

All right. Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. at the
headquarters of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

Remarks Following a Briefing on Hurricane Sandy Preparedness Efforts and
an Exchange with Reporters
October 29, 2012

The President. Hello, everybody. I just re-
ceived a full briefing from our emergency re-
sponse teams, including FEMA, and agencies
that are going to be helpful in the response and
recovery efforts: the Department of Energy,
the Department of Transportation, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, and the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. Obvious-
ly, everybody is aware at this point that this is
going to be a big and powerful storm. And all
across the Eastern Seaboard, I think everybody
is taking the appropriate preparations.

I’ve spoken to all the Governors in all these
States. They have issued emergency declara-
tions. Those have been turned around quickly
here in the White House. We have pre-posi-
tioned assets so that FEMA personnel are
working closely with State and local govern-
ments. We’re making sure that food and water
and emergency generation is available for
those communities that are going to be hardest
hit.

We anticipate that the center of the storm is
going to hit landfall sometime this evening.
But because of the nature of this storm, we are
certain that this is going to be a slow-moving
process through a wide swath of the country,
and millions of people are going to be affected.

So the most important message that I have
for the public right now is, please listen to what
your State and local officials are saying. When
they tell you to evacuate, you need to evacuate.
Do not delay, don’t pause, don’t question the

instructions that are being given, because this
is a serious storm and it could potentially have
fatal consequences if people haven’t acted
quickly.

The good news is, is that the Governors and
local officials, I think, have had a few days of
preparation. There’s been extraordinarily close
coordination between State, Federal, and local
governments. And so we’re confident that the
assets are pre-positioned for an effective re-
sponse in the aftermath of the storm.

But keep in mind that, for folks who are not
following instructions, if you are not evacuating
when you’ve been asked to evacuate, you’re
putting first-responders at danger. We’re going
to have to have search-and-rescue teams in and
around multiple States all at the same time.
And although we’ve got Coast Guard and the
Department of Defense all positioned, if the
public is not following instructions, that makes
it more dangerous for people and it means that
we could have fatalities that could have been
avoided.

Transportation is going to be tied up for a
long time. And probably, the most significant
impact for a lot of people, in addition to flood-
ing, is going to be getting power back on. We
anticipate that there are going to be a lot of
trees down, a lot of water. And our—despite
the fact that the power companies are working
very closely with their various State officials
and local officials to make sure that they are
bringing in as many assets as possible and get-
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ting those ready in preparation for the storm,
the fact is that a lot of these emergency crews
are not going to be able to get into position to
start restoring power until some of these winds
have died down. And because of the nature of
this storm, that may take several days.

So the public should anticipate that there’s
going to be a lot of power outages, and it may
take time for that power to get back on. The
same is true with transportation. There are go-
ing to be a lot of backlogs, and even after the
storm has cleared, it’s going to take a consider-
able amount of time for airlines, subways,
trains, and so forth, potentially to get back on
schedule, depending on the amount of damage
that has occurred.

Let me summarize just by saying that I’m ex-
traordinarily grateful for the cooperation of our
State and local officials. The conversations that
I’ve had with all the Governors indicate that, at
this point, there are no unmet needs. I think ev-
erybody is taking this very seriously. We’ve got
pre-positioned all the resources that we need.

But right now the key is to make sure that
the public is following instructions. For those
of you who still need additional information
about how to respond, you can go to ready.gov.
That’s ready.gov. And that website should pro-
vide you with all the information that your fam-
ily needs in terms of how you can prepare for
this storm.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to all the
people who are potentially affected. We are ex-
traordinarily grateful for our first-responders,
because they’re going to be working 24/7,
around the clock, nonstop. And I want to make
sure that our thoughts and prayers go out to all
those who may end up be dealing with a very
difficult situation over the next several days.

Last point I’ll make though: This is going to
be a big storm. It’s going to be a difficult storm.
The great thing about America is, when we go
through tough times like this, we all pull to-
gether. We look out for our friends. We look
out for our neighbors. And we set aside what-
ever issues we may have otherwise to make
sure that we respond appropriately and with
swiftness. And that’s exactly what I anticipate is
going to happen here.

So I want to thank all the Federal teams,
State and local teams that are in place. I’m
confident that we’re ready. But I think the
public needs to prepare for the fact that this is
going to take a long time for us to clean up.
The good news is, we will clean up and we will
get through this. All right?

2012 Presidential Elections

Q. What about the impact on the election,
sir?

The President. I am not worried at this
point about the impact on the election. I’m
worried about the impact on families, and I’m
worried about the impact on our first-re-
sponders. I’m worried about the impact on
our economy and on transportation.

The election will take care of itself next week.
Right now our number-one priority is to make
sure that we are saving lives; that our search-
and-rescue teams are going to be in place; that
people are going to get the food, the water, the
shelter that they need in case of emergency; and
that we respond as quickly as possible to get the
economy back on track. All right?

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:46 p.m. in
the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House.

Remarks on Hurricane Sandy Relief Efforts
October 30, 2012

The President. First of all, I want to thank
Gail and Charlie who are on the scene doing
work every time we have a disaster here in the
United States of America. But obviously, the
Red Cross is doing outstanding work interna-

tionally, so we want to thank them for their
outstanding work.

A few things that I want to emphasize to the
public at the top. This storm is not yet over.
We’ve gotten briefings from the National
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Hurricane Center. It is still moving north.
There are still communities that could be af-
fected. And so I want to emphasize there are
still risks of flooding, there are still risks of
downed power lines, risks of high winds. And
so it is very important for the public to contin-
ue to monitor the situation in your local com-
munity, listen to your State and local officials,
follow instructions. The more you follow in-
structions, the easier it is for our first-respond-
ers to make sure that they are dealing with true
emergency situations. So the better prepared
individual families are for the situation, the
easier it is going to be for us to deal with it.

Next, obviously, I want to talk about the ex-
traordinary hardship that we’ve seen over the
last 48 hours. Our thoughts and prayers go out
to all the families who have lost loved ones.
Unfortunately, there have been fatalities as a
consequence of Hurricane Sandy, and it’s not
clear that we’ve counted up all the fatalities at
this point. And obviously, this is something that
is heartbreaking for the entire Nation. And we
certainly feel profoundly for all the families
whose lives have been upended and are going
to be going through some very tough times
over the next several days, perhaps several
weeks and months.

The most important message I have for
them is that America is with you. We are stand-
ing behind you, and we are going to do every-
thing we can to help you get back on your feet.

Earlier today I had a conversation with the
Governors and many of the mayors in the af-
fected areas, including Governor Christie,
Governor Cuomo, and Mayor Bloomberg. I
want to praise them for the extraordinary work
that they have done. Sadly, we are getting
more experience with these kinds of big-im-
pact storms along the East Coast, and the
preparation shows. Were it not for the out-
standing work that they and their teams have
already done and will continue to do in the af-
fected regions, we could have seen more
deaths and more property damage. So they
have done extraordinary work working around
the clock. The coordination between the State,
local, and Federal governments has been out-
standing. 

Obviously, we’re now moving into the recov-
ery phase in a lot of the most severely affected
areas. New Jersey, New York, in particular,
have been pounded by this storm. Connecticut
has taken a big hit. Because of some of the
work that had been done ahead of time, we’ve
been able to get over a thousand FEMA offi-
cials in place, pre-positioned. We’ve been able
to get supplies, food, medicine, water, emer-
gency generators to ensure that hospitals and
law enforcement offices are able to stay up and
running as they are out there responding.

We are going to continue to push as hard as
we can to make sure that power is up through-
out the region. And obviously, this is mostly a
local responsibility, and the private utilities are
going to have to lean forward, but we are doing
everything we can to provide them additional
resources so that we can expedite getting pow-
er up and running in many of these communi-
ties.

There are places like Newark, New Jersey,
for example, where you’ve got 80, 90 percent
of the people without power. We can’t have a
situation where that lasts for days on end. And
so my instructions to the Federal agency has
been, do not figure out why we can’t do some-
thing; I want you to figure out how we do
something. I want you to cut through redtape.
I want you to cut through bureaucracy. There’s
no excuse for inaction at this point; I want ev-
ery agency to lean forward and to make sure
that we are getting the resources where they
need—where they’re needed as quickly as pos-
sible.

So I want to repeat my message to the Fed-
eral Government: No bureaucracy, no redtape.
Get resources where they’re needed as fast as
possible, as hard as possible, and for the dura-
tion, because the recovery process obviously in
a place like New Jersey is going to take a signif-
icant amount of time. The recovery process in
a lower Manhattan is going to take a lot of
time.

And part of what we’re trying to do here is
also to see where some resources that can be
brought to bear that maybe traditionally are
not used in these kind of disaster situations.
For example, there may be military assets that
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allow us to help move equipment to ensure
that pumping and getting the flooding out of
New York subway systems can proceed more
quickly. There may be resources that we can
bring to bear to help some of the private utili-
ties get their personnel and their equipment in
place more swiftly so that we can get power up
and running as soon as possible.

So my message to the Governors and the
mayors and, through them, to the communities
that have been hit so hard is that we are going
to do everything we can to get resources to you
and make sure that any unmet need that is
identified, we are responding to it as quickly as
possible. And I told the mayors and the Gover-
nors, if they’re getting no for an answer some-
where in the Federal Government, they can
call me personally at the White House. 

Now, obviously, the State, local, Federal re-
sponse is important, but what we do as a com-
munity—what we do as neighbors and as fel-
low citizens—is equally important. So a couple
of things that I want the public to know they
can do.

First of all, because our local law enforce-
ment, our first-responders are being swamped,
to the extent that everybody can be out there
looking out for their neighbors, especially older
folks, I think that’s really important. If you’ve
got a neighbor nearby, you’re not sure how
they’re handling a power outage, flooding, et
cetera, go over, visit them, knock on their door,
make sure that they’re doing okay. That can
make a big difference. The public can be the
eyes and ears in terms of identifying unmet
needs.

Second thing, the reason we’re here is be-
cause the Red Cross knows what it’s doing
when it comes to emergency response. And so,
for people all across the country who have not
been affected, now is the time to show the kind
of generosity that makes America the greatest
nation on Earth. And a good place to express
that generosity is by contributing to the Red
Cross. 

Obviously, you can go on their website. The
Red Cross knows what they’re doing. They’re
in close contact with Federal, State, and local
officials. They will make sure that we get the

resources to those families as swiftly as possi-
ble. And again, I want to thank everybody here
who is doing such a great job when it comes to
the disaster response.

The final message I’d just say is, during the
darkness of the storm, I think we also saw
what’s brightest in America. I think all of us
obviously have been shocked by the force of
Mother Nature as we watch it on television. At
the same time, we’ve also seen nurses at NYU
hospital carrying fragile newborns to safety.
We’ve seen incredibly brave firefighters in
Queens, waist-deep in water, battling infernos
and rescuing people in boats. 

One of my favorite stories is down in North
Carolina, the Coast Guard going out to save a
sinking ship. They sent a rescue swimmer out,
and the rescue swimmer said: “Hi, I’m Dan. I
understand you guys need a ride.” That kind of
spirit of resilience and strength, but most im-
portantly, looking out for one another, that’s
why we always bounce back from these kinds
of disasters.

This is a tough time for a lot of people: mil-
lions of folks all across the Eastern Seaboard.
But America is tougher, and we’re tougher be-
cause we pull together. We leave nobody be-
hind. We make sure that we respond as a na-
tion and remind ourselves that whenever an
American is in need, all of us stand together to
make sure that we’re providing the help that’s
necessary. 

So I just want to thank the incredible re-
sponse that we’ve already seen, but I do want
to remind people this is going to take some
time. It is not going to be easy for a lot of these
communities to recover swiftly, and so it’s go-
ing to be important that we sustain that spirit
of resilience, that we continue to be good
neighbors for the duration until everybody is
back on their feet. 

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you, Red Cross. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:18 p.m. at
the headquarters of the American Red
Cross. In his remarks, he referred to Gail J.
McGovern, president and chief executive of-
ficer, and Charles S. Shimanski, senior vice
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president of disaster relief, American Red
Cross; Gov. Christopher J. Christie of New
Jersey; Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo of New

York; Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg of New
York City; and PO Daniel Todd, USCG, res-
cue swimmer.

Remarks Following a Tour of Storm Damage in Brigantine, New Jersey
October 31, 2012

Governor Christopher J. Christie of New
Jersey. Good afternoon, everybody. And thank
you all for coming today. I want to thank the
Members who are here as well. And obviously,
I want to thank the President.

We spent a significant afternoon together
surveying the damage up and down the New
Jersey coastline; we were on Marine One to-
gether to be able to show the President that
personally. I had an opportunity to see it, and
we had an opportunity to discuss it at length.
And then, going over to the shelter here, being
able to meet with folks, to have them see the
President and his concern and the concern all
of us have for making sure that things get back
to normal as quickly as possible.

We have lots of challenges. Our challenges
now is to get back to normalcy. And so the
things we need to do is to make sure that we
get power restored as quickly as possible, make
sure that people have clean drinking water and
waste water treatment plants are working,
hospitals are taken care of the way they need
to, and that we get kids back to school.

And so I discussed all those issues today
with the President, and I’m pleased to report
that he has sprung into action immediately to
help get us those things while we were in the
car riding together. So I want to thank him for
that. He has worked incredibly closely with me
since before the storm hit. I think this is our
sixth conversation since the weekend, and it’s
been a great working relationship to make sure
that we’re doing the jobs that people elected us
to do. And I cannot thank the President
enough for his personal concern and compas-
sion for our State and for the people of our
State. And I heard it on the phone conversa-
tions with him, and I was able to witness it to-
day personally.

And so we’re going to continue to work. The
State government is here. We’re doing what

we need to do. We’re coordinating with
FEMA, and I want to thank Administrator Fu-
gate for being here and for the input he’s al-
ready had in helping to make our operation
even better. And we will move on from here.

What I said yesterday I really mean. I know
there has got to be sorrow, and you see that,
and the President has seen that today in the
eyes, the faces of a lot of the folks he’s met.
And that sorrow is appropriate; we’ve suffered
some loss. Luckily, we haven’t suffered that
much loss of life, and we thank God for that.
But we have suffered losses, and this is the
worst storm that I’ve seen in my lifetime in this
State. But we cannot permit that sorrow to re-
place the resilience that I know all New Jersey-
ans have. And so we will get up, and we’ll get
this thing rebuilt, and we’ll put things back to-
gether, because that’s what this State is all
about and always has been all about.

And so, for all of you who are here—and I
met a bunch of you today at Brigantine who
disregarded my admonition—[laughter]—to
get the hell out of here; you’re forgiven this
time. You are forgiven this time, but not for
much longer. We’ve got to make sure—when
all of you look around and you see all this de-
struction, that’s fine. But you know what, all
that stuff can be replaced. You look to your
right and to your left, to your husband or wife,
your son or your daughter, right, those are the
things that can’t be replaced. So I’m glad that
we don’t have that kind of loss of life to have to
deal with.

So I want to thank him for being here today,
for bringing his personal attention to it. And
it’s my honor to introduce to all of you the
President of the United States.

The President. Good job, Chris. Thank you,
everybody. Let me just make sure that I ac-
knowledge the folks who are here, because
they’ve played an important role in this: first of
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all, your congressional delegation, Senator Bob
Menendez, Senator Frank Lautenberg, Con-
gressman Frank LoBiondo; Atlantic County
Executive Dennis Levinson; and Brigantine
Mayor Philip Guenther.

Obviously, this is a Federal, State, and local
effort. And the first thing I want to do is just to
thank everybody who has been involved in the
entire rescue and recovery process. At the top
of my list, I have to say that Governor Christie,
throughout this process, has been responsive;
he has been aggressive in making sure that the
State got out in front of this incredible storm.
And I think the people of New Jersey recog-
nize that he has put his heart and soul into
making sure that the people of New Jersey
bounce back even stronger than before. So I
just want to thank him for his extraordinary
leadership and partnership.

Gov. Christie. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. I want to thank the congres-

sional delegation because part of the reason
we’re going to be able to respond quickly to all
this is because they helped to make sure that
FEMA financing was in place, and we’re very
appreciative of those efforts. And I want to
thank Craig Fugate; sometimes, people just
think FEMA and they don’t think the people
behind them, but Craig lives and breathes this
stuff, making sure that we’re providing the
help that people so desperately need in these
situations.

I want to thank all the first-responders who
have been involved in this process: the lines-
men, the firefighters, the folks who were in
here shuttling out people who were supposed
to “get the hell out” and didn’t. You’ve helped
to save a lot of lives and a lot of property. And
one of the things that you learn in these trage-
dies is, the first-responders—keep in mind,
their homes usually are underwater too, or
their families have been affected in some way,
and yet they make those personal sacrifices to
help other people. So we really appreciate
them.

I’m just going to make a couple of com-
ments. Number one, and most important, our
hearts go out to the families who have lost
loved ones. It’s true that because of some good

preparation, the loss of life was kept lower than
it might have been, but for those individual
families, obviously, their world has been torn
apart. And we need to make sure that every-
body who has lost a loved one knows they’re in
our thoughts and prayers, and I speak for the
whole country there.

For those like the people I just had the
chance to meet on this block and throughout
New Jersey and throughout the region whose
lives have been upended, my second message
is we are here for you and we will not forget;
we will follow up to make sure that you get all
the help that you need until you’ve rebuilt.

At this point, our main focus is on the States
of New Jersey, which got hit harder than any-
body, the State of New York, particularly Low-
er Manhattan and Long Island. We are very
concerned about some situations in Connecti-
cut as well, and we’re still monitoring West
Virginia, where there are heavy snows in some
inaccessible areas. But for the most part, those
four States are really bearing the brunt of this
incredible storm.

What we’ve been able to do is to pre-posi-
tion and stage commodities—water, power
generators, ambulances in some cases, food,
medical supplies, emergency supplies—and we
have over 2,000 FEMA personnel that are on
the ground right now. Their job, now that
we’re moving out of the search-and-rescue
phase, is to make sure that they are going out
and talking to individual communities so that
people know exactly how they can get the help
that they need.

We expedited our emergency declarations
for the State of New Jersey and local counties
that have been affected. What that means is, is
that people can immediately start registering
for emergency assistance. And one of the
things I want to emphasize to the people of
New Jersey and throughout the region: Now
that you’re safe, your family is safe, but you’re
trying to figure out where you’re going to stay
for the next couple of days, et cetera, it’s very
important that you know that there is help
available to you right now, for example, to find
rental housing or to be able to pay for some
groceries. Over at the community center, we
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saw a young woman who had a newborn, or I
guess probably a 8-month-old, still needs dia-
pers and formula and has run out. Those are
the kinds of basic supplies and help that we can
provide.

If you call 800–621–FEMA, 800–621–FEMA,
or disasterassistance.gov. If you’ve got access to
the Internet, you can go to disasterassis-
tance.gov. What that allows you to do is to regis-
ter right now so that you can immediately start
receiving help. We want to make sure that you
get everything that you need.

Just a couple of final points. Obviously, our
biggest priority right now is getting power
turned back on. We were very pleased that
Newark got power yesterday; Jersey City is get-
ting power, we believe, today. But there are
still big chunks of the community, including
this community right here, that don’t have
power. And so it’s hard enough cleaning up de-
bris and dealing with boats that have been up-
ended and roads that are blocked; when peo-
ple don’t have power, though, obviously,
they’re disabled in all sorts of ways, and it’s
hard to get back to normal.

So yesterday I had a chance to speak to the
CEOs of the utilities from all across the coun-
try. And a lot of the States that were spared,
that were not hard hit, or some States as far
away as California, they have pledged to start
getting equipment crews, et cetera, here into
New Jersey and New York and Connecticut as
quickly as possible.

And one of the things that we’ve been able
to do—just to give you a sense of how this is an
all-hands-deck approach—we’re able to get
C–17s and C–130s, military transport planes,
potentially, to move assets, personnel to speed
up the process of getting power up and run-
ning as soon as possible.

Our first priority is water filtration plants
and some other critical infrastructure in the
State; for that, we’ve got emergency genera-
tors. We’ve got a Navy ship that has some heli-
copters that can help to move assets around
the State as well. And so we’re going to be
working with Governor Christie’s office and lo-
cal officials to identify what are those critical

infrastructure, how can we get what’s needed
as quickly as possible.

Just a couple of other things that we’re con-
cerned about. One is, as power starts coming
back on, we want to make sure that people can
also get to work. Obviously, there are a lot of
folks in Jersey who work in New York, in the
city, and in other places where transportation
may be hobbled. One of the things I men-
tioned to the Governor is the possibility of us
using Federal assets, military assets, as well as
taking inventory of assets from around the
country that can be brought in so that we can
help people get to their work.

And Governor Christie also mentioned the
importance of schools. The sooner we can get
our kids back into school, the sooner they’re
back into a routine, that obviously helps the
families and helps the kids as well.

So we’re going to have a lot of work to do. I
don’t want anybody to feel that somehow this is
all going to get cleaned up overnight. We want
to make sure that people have realistic expec-
tations.

But what I can promise you is that the Fed-
eral Government will be working as closely as
possible with the State and local officials and
we will not quit until this is done. And the di-
rective that I have given—and I said this yes-
terday, but I will repeat, and I think Craig and
others who are working with me right now
know I mean it—we are not going to tolerate
redtape. We’re not going to tolerate bureau-
cracy. And I’ve instituted a 15-minute rule,
essentially, on my team: You return every-
body’s phone calls in 15 minutes, whether it’s
the mayors, the Governors, county officials. If
they need something, we figure out a way to
say yes.

As I was just gathering around, I had a
chance to talk to some of the young people
here who have been volunteering, going up
and down the block cleaning up debris. And
when we were over at the community center,
there was a restaurant owner who, for the last
18 hours, had been cooking meals, just as his
contribution to the recovery process. And
some of the folks were saying the food was
better than they got at home. [Laughter] You
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had a 15-year-old young man whose mother
was disabled, and he was making sure that she
was okay and taking on extraordinary respon-
sibilities for himself and—but also for his
mom.

And when you see folks like that respond
with strength and resilience, when you see
neighbors helping neighbors, then you’re re-
minded about what America is all about. We
go through tough times, but we bounce back.
And the reason we bounce back is because we

look out for one another and we don’t leave
anybody behind.

And so my commitment to the people on
this block, the people in this community, and
the people of this State is that that same spirit
will carry over all the way through until our
work is done. All right?

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:38 p.m. at the
North Point Marina.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Green Bay, Wisconsin
November 1, 2012

The President. Hello, Wisconsin! It is good
to be back in Green Bay, Wisconsin. I want to
thank all of you for giving such a warm wel-
come to a Bears fan. And I especially want to
thank one of the greatest defensive players in
NFL history for being here today, Charles
Woodson. And I want to thank Charles, be-
cause I understand he made an announcement
about a gift to the Red Cross to help support
everybody over on the East Coast, and that’s
the kind of guy he is, so we’re grateful to him.
Thank you, Charles.

Let’s also give it up for your next United
States Senator, Tammy Baldwin. She’s going to
be following leaders like Herb Kohl and Russ
Feingold in being fierce fighters for the people
of Wisconsin. So—[applause].

Now, for the past few days, all of us have
been focused on one of the worst storms in our
lifetimes. And we’re awed and we’re humbled
by nature’s destructive power. We mourn the
loss of so many people. Our hearts go out to
those who have lost their loved ones. We
pledge to help those whose lives have been
turned upside down. And I was out in New Jer-
sey yesterday and saw the devastation, and you
really get a sense of how difficult this is going
to be for a lot, a lot of people.

But we’ve also been inspired these past few
days, because when disaster strikes, we see
America at its best. All the petty differences
that consume us in normal times all seem to
melt away. There are no Democrats or Repub-
licans during a storm, there are just fellow

Americans: leaders of different parties working
to fix what’s broken, neighbors helping neigh-
bors cope with tragedy, communities rallying
to rebuild. A spirit that says, in the end, we’re
all in this together: that we rise or fall as one
Nation, as one people.

That spirit has guided this country along its
improbable journey for more than two centu-
ries. It’s carried us through the trials of the last
4 years. In 2008, we were in the middle of two
wars and the worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression. Today, our businesses have
created over 5 million new jobs. The American
auto industry is back on top. American manu-
facturing is growing at the fastest pace in 15
years. We’re less dependent on foreign oil than
at any time in 20 years. Home values are on the
rise. Thanks to the service and sacrifice of our
brave men and women in uniform, the war in
Iraq is over. The war in Afghanistan is winding
down. Al Qaida has been decimated. Usama
bin Laden is dead.

So we’ve made real progress these past 4
years. But, Wisconsin, we know our work’s not
done yet. As long as there’s a single American
who wants a job, but can’t find one, our work
isn’t done. As long as there are families who
are working harder, but falling behind, our
work isn’t done. As long as there’s a child lan-
guishing in poverty, barred from opportunity,
anywhere in this country, our work is not yet
done.

Our fight goes on because we know this Na-
tion cannot succeed without a growing, thriving
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middle class and strong, sturdy ladders into the
middle class. Our fight goes on because Ameri-
ca has always done its best when everybody gets
a fair shot and everybody is doing their fair
share and everybody is playing by the same
rules. That’s what we believe. That’s why you
elected me in 2008. And that’s why I’m running
for a second term as President, because we’ve
got more work to do.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, we knew from the be-
ginning that our work would take more than
one year or even one term because let’s face it,
the middle class was getting hammered long
before the financial crisis hit. Technology
made us more productive, but it also made a
lot of good jobs obsolete. Global trade brought
us cheaper products, but it also allowed com-
panies to hire in low-wage countries. American
workers saw their paychecks squeezed—even
as corporate profits rose and CEO salaries ex-
ploded—and the guaranteed security of pen-
sions and health care slowly started disappear-
ing.

And these fundamental changes in the econ-
omy—the rise of technology and global com-
petition—they’re real. We can’t wish these
challenges away. But here’s what I know, Wis-
consin: We can meet them, because we’re
Americans. We’ve got the world’s best workers
and the best entrepreneurs. We’ve got the best
scientists and the best researchers, the best
colleges and universities, and we’ve got the
most innovative spirit. We have everything we
need to thrive in this new economy, in this new
century, and there’s not a country on Earth
that wouldn’t trade places with the United
States of America.

But we have a choice to make. In 5 days, we
will choose our next President. And it’s more
than just a choice between two candidates or
two parties. You’ll be making a choice between
two fundamentally different visions of Ameri-
ca: one where we return to the top-down poli-
cies that crashed our economy——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, Wisconsin, vote.

Or a future that’s built on a strong and grow-
ing middle class. And, Wisconsin, we know
what the choice needs to be. We’re here today
because we believe that if this country invests
in the skills and ideas of its people, then good
jobs and businesses will follow.

We believe that America’s free market has
been the engine of America’s progress, driven
by risk takers and innovators and dreamers.
But we also understand that in this country,
people succeed when they’ve got a chance to
get a good education and learn new skills and,
by the way, so do the businesses that hire those
people or the companies that those folks start.

We believe that when we support research
into medical breakthroughs or new technology,
then entire new industries will start here and
stay here and hire here.

We don’t believe government should poke
its nose into everything we do. But do we be-
lieve this country is stronger when there are
rules to protect our kids from toxic dumping
and mercury pollution; when there are rules to
protect consumers and ordinary families from
credit card companies that are engaging in de-
ceptive practices, mortgage lenders that are
unscrupulous.

We grow faster when our Tax Code rewards
hard work and companies that create jobs here
in America. And we believe that quality, af-
fordable health care and a dignified retirement
aren’t just achievable goals, they’re a measure
of our values as a nation. That’s what we be-
lieve.

For 8 years, we had a President who shared
these beliefs. His name was Bill Clinton. When
he was first elected, he asked the wealthiest
Americans to pay a little more, so we could re-
duce the deficit and still make investments in
things like education and training, science and
research. And guess what? Plenty of folks who
were running for Congress at the time said it
would hurt the economy, that it would kill jobs.
And if that argument sounds familiar, one of
those candidates back then happens to be run-
ning for President right now. [Laughter] And it
turns out their math was just as bad back then
as it is today. Because by the end of Bill Clin-
ton’s second term, America had created 23
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million new jobs, and incomes were up, and
poverty was down. And our deficit became the
biggest surplus in our history.

So, Wisconsin, we know the ideas that work.
We also know the ideas that don’t work. Be-
cause in the 8 years after Bill Clinton left of-
fice, his policies were reversed. The wealthiest
Americans got tax cuts they didn’t need and
that we couldn’t afford. Companies enjoyed tax
breaks for shipping jobs overseas. Insurance
companies and oil companies and Wall Street
were given free license to do what they
pleased. Folks at the top got to play by a differ-
ent set of rules than the rest of us.

And the results of this top-down economics
was falling incomes, record deficits, the slowest
job growth in half a century, and an economic
crisis that we’ve been cleaning up for the last 4
years.

Now, in the closing weeks of this campaign,
Governor Romney has been using all his tal-
ents as a salesman to dress up these very same
policies that failed our country so badly, the
very same policies we’ve been cleaning up af-
ter for the past 4 years. And he is offering them
up as change. [Laughter] He’s saying he’s the
candidate of change.

Well, let me tell you, Wisconsin, we know
what change looks like. And what the Gover-
nor is offering sure ain’t change. Giving more
power back to the biggest banks isn’t change.
Leaving millions without health insurance isn’t
change. Another $5 trillion tax cut that favors
the wealthy isn’t change. Turning Medicare in-
to a voucher is change, but we don’t want that
change. [Laughter] Refusing to answer ques-
tions about the details of your policies isn’t
change. Ruling out compromise by pledging to
rubberstamp the Tea Party’s agenda as Presi-
dent, that’s definitely not change. In fact, that’s
exactly the attitude in Washington that needs
to go.

Now, here’s the thing, Wisconsin. After 4
years as President, you know me by now. You
may not agree with every decision I’ve made.
You may be frustrated at the pace of change.
But you know what I believe. You know where
I stand. You know I’m willing to make tough
decisions, even when they’re not politically

convenient. And you know I’ll fight for you and
your families every single day as hard as I know
how. You know that.

I know what change looks like, because I’ve
fought for it. You have too. And after all we’ve
been through together, we sure as heck can’t
give up now.

Audience members. No!
The President. Change is a country where

Americans of every age have the skills and edu-
cation that good jobs now require. And govern-
ment can’t do this alone, but don’t tell me that
hiring more teachers won’t help this economy
grow or help young people compete. Don’t tell
me that students who can’t afford college
should just borrow money from their parents.
That wasn’t an option for me, and I’ll bet it
wasn’t an option for a whole lot of you.

We shouldn’t be ending college tax credits
to pay for millionaires’ tax cuts, we should be
making college more affordable for everyone
who’s willing to work for it. We should recruit
100,000 math and science teachers so that
high-tech, high-wage jobs aren’t created in
China, they’re created right here in Green Bay,
Wisconsin.

We should work with community colleges to
train another 2 million Americans with skills
that businesses are looking for right now.
That’s my plan for the future. That’s what
change is. That’s the America we’re fighting for
in this election.

Change comes when we live up to our lega-
cy of innovation and make America home to
the next generation of manufacturing, scientif-
ic discovery, technological breakthroughs. I’m
proud I bet on American workers and Ameri-
can ingenuity and the American auto industry.
And today, we’re not just building cars again,
we’re building better cars, cars that by the
middle of the next decade will go twice as far
on a gallon of gas.

Today, there are thousands of workers
building long-lasting batteries and wind tur-
bines and solar panels all across the country,
jobs that weren’t there 4 years ago. And sure,
not all technologies we bet on will pan out.
Some of the businesses we encourage will fail,
but I promise you this: There is a future for
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manufacturing here in America. There is a fu-
ture for clean energy here in America. And I
refuse to cede that future to other countries.

I don’t want Tax Codes rewarding compa-
nies for creating jobs overseas, I want to re-
ward companies that create jobs here in Amer-
ica. I don’t want a Tax Code that subsidizes oil
company profits, I want to support the energy
jobs of tomorrow and the new technologies
that will cut our oil imports in half. That’s my
plan for jobs and growth. That’s the future of
America that I see.

Change is finally turning the page on a de-
cade of war to do some nation-building here at
home. So long as I’m Commander in Chief, we
will pursue our enemies with the strongest mil-
itary the world’s ever known. But it’s time to
use the savings from ending the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan to start paying down our debts
here and rebuilding America. Right now we
can put people back to work fixing up roads
and bridges. Right now we can expand broad-
band into rural neighborhoods and make sure
our schools are state of the art.

Let’s put Americans back to work doing the
work that needs to be done. And let’s especial-
ly focus on our veterans, because no one who
fights for this country should have to fight for a
job or a roof over their heads or the care that
they need when they come home. That’s my
plan to keep us strong. That’s my commitment
to you. And that’s what’s at stake in this elec-
tion.

Change is a future where we reduce our
deficit in a way that’s balanced and responsi-
ble. I’ve signed a trillion dollars’ worth of
spending cuts. I intend to do more. And I’ll
work with both parties to streamline agencies
and get rid of programs that don’t work.

But if we’re serious about the deficit, we’ve
also got to ask the wealthiest Americans to go
back to the tax rates they paid when Bill Clin-
ton was in office. Because as long as I’m Presi-
dent, I will never turn Medicare into a voucher
just to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut. I
will never allow this Nation to be plunged into
another battle over health care reform just so
insurance companies can jump back into the
driver’s seat. And I will never allow politicians

in Washington to control health care choices
that women should be making for themselves.

So, Wisconsin, we know what change is. We
know what the future requires. We don’t need
a big government agenda or a small govern-
ment agenda, we need a middle class agenda
that rewards hard work and responsibility.

We don’t need a partisan agenda, we need a
commonsense agenda that says when we edu-
cate a poor child, we’ll all be better off; that
says when we fund the research of a young sci-
entist, her new discovery will benefit every
American.

We need a vision that says we don’t just look
out for ourselves; we look out for one another
other, we look out for future generations, and
we meet those obligations by working together.
That’s the change we believe in. That’s what
this election is all about.

Now, let’s be clear: Achieving this agenda
won’t be easy. It’s never been easy. We always
knew that. Back in 2008, when we talked about
change, I told you I wasn’t just talking about
changing Presidents. I wasn’t just talking about
changing parties. I was talking about changing
our politics. I ran because the voices of the
American people—your voices—had been
shut out of our democracy for way too long: by
lobbyists and special interests and politicians
who believe that compromise is somehow a
dirty word; by folks who would say anything to
win office and do anything to stay there.

The protectors of the status quo are a pow-
erful force in Washington. And over the last 4
years, every time we’ve tried to make a change,
they’ve fought back with everything they’ve
got. They spent millions to stop us from re-
forming health care and Wall Street and stu-
dent loans. And their strategy from the start
was to engineer pure gridlock in Congress, re-
fusing to compromise on ideas that both Dem-
ocrats and Republicans had supported in the
past.

And what they’re counting on now, Wiscon-
sin, is that the American people will be so worn
down by all the squabbling, so tired of all the
dysfunction, that you’ll actually reward ob-
struction and put people back in charge who
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advocate the very policies that got us into this
mess.

Audience members. No!
The President. In other words, their bet is on

cynicism. But, Wisconsin, my bet is on you. My
bet is on the decency and good sense of the
America people, because despite all the resis-
tance, despite all the setbacks, we’ve won some
great fights. And I’ve never lost sight of the vi-
sion we share: that you would have a voice; that
there would be somebody at the table fighting
every single day for middle class Americans who
work hard. Sometimes, Republicans in Con-
gress have worked with me to meet our goals: to
cut taxes for small businesses and families like
yours, to open new markets for American goods
or finally repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell.”

And sometimes, we’ve had big fights—fights
that were worth having—like when we forced
the banks to stop overcharging for student
loans and made college more affordable for
millions. Like when we forced Wall Street to
abide by the toughest rules since the 1930s.
Like when we stopped insurance companies
from discriminating against Americans with
preexisting conditions like cancer or diabetes
so that nobody in America goes bankrupt just
because they get sick.

I didn’t fight those fights for any partisan ad-
vantage. I’ve shown my willingness to work
with anybody of any party to move this country
forward. And if you want to break the gridlock
in Congress, you’ll vote for leaders—whether
they are Democrats, Republicans, or Indepen-
dents—who feel the same way.

But if the price of peace in Washington is
cutting deals that will kick students off of fi-
nancial aid or get rid of funding for Planned
Parenthood or eliminate health care for mil-
lions on Medicaid who are poor or elderly or
disabled just to give a millionaire a tax cut, I’m
not having it. That’s not a deal worth having.
That’s not bipartisanship. That’s not change.
That’s surrender to the same status quo that
has hurt middle class families for way too long.
And I’m not ready to give up on that fight.

I hope you aren’t either, Wisconsin. 
Audience members. No!

The President. I hope you aren’t either. See,
the folks at the very top in this country don’t
need another champion in Washington. They’ll
always have a seat at the table. They’ll always
have access and influence.

The people who need a champion are the
Americans whose letters I read late at night,
the men and women I meet on the campaign
trail every day. The laid off furniture worker
who is retraining at age 55 for a career in bio-
technology, she needs a champion.

The small restaurant owner who needs a
loan to expand after the bank turned him
down, he needs a champion. The cooks and the
waiters and the cleaning staff working overtime
at a Vegas hotel, trying to save enough to buy a
first home or send their kid to college, they
need a champion.

The autoworker who’s back on the job, filled
with pride and dignity because he’s building a
great car, he needs a champion. The young
teacher doing her best in an overcrowded
classroom with outdated textbooks, she needs a
champion.

All those kids in inner cities and small farm
towns, in the valleys of Ohio or rolling Virginia
hills or right here in Green Bay, kids dreaming
of becoming scientists or doctors, engineers or
entrepreneurs, diplomats or even a President,
they need a champion in Washington. They
need a champion. They need a champion be-
cause the future will never have as many lobby-
ists as the past, but it’s the dreams of those
children that will be our saving grace.

And that’s why I need you, Wisconsin: to
make sure their voices are heard, to make sure
your voices are heard. We’ve come too far to
turn back now. We’ve come too far to let our
hearts grow faint. Now is the time to keep
pushing forward: to educate all our kids and
train all our workers, to create new jobs and re-
build our infrastructure, to discover new sourc-
es of energy, to broaden opportunity, to grow
our middle class, to restore our democracy,
and to make sure that no matter who you are
or where you come from or how you started
out, you can work to achieve your American
Dream.
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In the midst of the Great Depression, FDR
reminded the country that “failure is not an
American habit; and in the strength of great
hope we must shoulder our common load.”
That’s the strength we need today. That’s the
hope I’m asking you to share. That’s the future
in our sights. That’s why I’m asking for your
vote.

And if you’re willing to work with me
again and knock on some doors with me and
make some phone calls for me and turn out
for me, we’ll win Brown County again. We’ll
win Wisconsin again. We’ll win this election.
And together, we’ll renew those bonds and

reaffirm that spirit that makes the United
States of America the greatest nation on
Earth.

Thank you, Wisconsin. Get out there and
vote! Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:43 a.m. at
Austin Straubel International Airport. In his
remarks, he referred to former Sen. Russell L.
Feingold; Charles C. Woodson, defensive
back, National Football League’s Green Bay
Packers; and Republican Presidential nominee
W. Mitt Romney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in North Las Vegas, Nevada
November 1, 2012

The President. Hello, Nevada! It is great to
be back in Vegas! It’s great to be here with
your next Senator, Shelley Berkley, who’s go-
ing to join my great friend, Majority Leader
Harry Reid, in fighting for the people of Ne-
vada. 

Audience member. Where’s Michelle?
The President. Michelle couldn’t come, but

she says hey. She loves you guys.
Audience member. We love her! 
The President. Now, for the past few days,

all of us have been focused on——
Audience members. Four more years! Four

more years! Four more years!
The President. Thank you. All right. Thank

you so much.
Listen, for the past few days, all of us have

been focused on one of the worst storms in our
lifetime. We are awed by the destructive pow-
er of nature. We’re mourning those who’ve
been lost. And we’re going to pledge to those
whose lives have been turned upside down that
we will not quit until we have given them all
the help they need to recover. 

This afternoon, as I was flying out to Vegas,
we had conference calls with mayors all across
New Jersey, had conference calls with mayors
and local elected officials all across Connecti-
cut. I spoke to the Governors of New Jersey,
Connecticut, and New York, and they’re strug-
gling. And the cleanup, the aftermath of this

storm is going to be hard, and it’s going to take
some time. 

But the thing that I have repeated them—to
them every time I talk to them is, America will
not forget them. We are going to make sure
they get everything they need. We’re going to
cut through the redtape and the bureaucracy.
We’ve got military transport getting equipment
in to get the power back on. We’ve got food
and water and medical supplies that we’re
shipping in. And we’re not going to stop, be-
cause what we understand is, is that this could
happen to any of us.

And that’s why, even in the midst of tragedy,
the situation on the East Coast has also in-
spired, because it reminds us that when disas-
ter strikes we see America at its best. All the
petty differences that consume us in normal
times somehow melt away. There are no Dem-
ocrats or Republicans during a storm, just fel-
low Americans: leaders of different parties
working to fix what’s broken, neighbors help-
ing neighbors cope with tragedy, communities
rallying to rebuild. A spirit that says in the end,
we’re all in this together, that we rise or fall as
one Nation. 

That’s what we have seen on display over
these last few days. That is the spirit that we
need going forward. That spirit has guided this
country along its improbable journey for more
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than two centuries. It’s carried us through the
trials and tribulations of the last 4 years. 

In 2008, we were in the middle of two wars
and the worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression. Today, our businesses have creat-
ed over 5 million new jobs. The American auto
industry is back on top. American manufactur-
ing is growing faster than any time in the last
15 years. We’re less dependent on foreign oil
than any time in the last 20 years. Home values
are on the rise. Thanks to the service and sacri-
fice of our brave men and women in uniform,
the war in Iraq is over. The war in Afghanistan
is coming to an end. Al Qaida has been deci-
mated. Usama bin Laden is dead. 

Audience member. Thanks to you!
The President. So we’ve made real progress

these past 4 years. But, Nevada, we know our
work’s not yet done. We know our work is not
yet done in making sure that New Jersey and
New York and Connecticut and West Virginia,
that they all recover from the hardships they’ve
experienced. 

Our work is not done as long as there’s a sin-
gle American who wants a job and can’t yet
find one. As long as there are families who are
working harder and harder, but falling further
behind, our work is not yet done. As long as
there is a child languishing in poverty, barred
from opportunity, anywhere in this country,
anywhere in Nevada, our work is not yet done. 

Our fight goes on, because we know this Na-
tion can’t succeed without a growing, thriving
middle class and strong, sturdy ladders into the
middle class. Our fight goes on because Ameri-
ca has always been at its best when everybody
gets a fair shot and everybody is doing their fair
share and everybody is playing by the same
rules. That’s what we believe. That’s why you
elected me in 2008, and that’s why I’m running
for a second term as President of the United
States of America. 

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. We knew from the beginning
that our work would take more than one year
or even one term. Because, let’s face it, the
middle class was getting hammered long be-
fore the financial crisis hit, because the econo-

my has changed. Technology made us more
productive, but it also made a lot of good jobs
obsolete. Global trade brought us cheaper
products, but it also allowed companies to
move and hire people in low-wage countries. 

American workers saw their paychecks
squeezed, even as corporate profits were rising
and CEO salaries exploded. The guaranteed
security of pensions and health care started
slowly to disappear.

And these fundamental changes in the econ-
omy—the rise of technology and global com-
petition—these changes are real. We can’t
wish away these challenges. But here’s what I
know, Nevada. We can meet these challenges.
This is America. We’ve got the world’s best
workers and the world’s best entrepreneurs.
We’ve got the world’s best scientists and the
world’s best researchers. We’ve got the best
colleges and the best universities. And we’ve
got the most innovative spirit. We’ve got every-
thing we need to thrive in this new 21st-centu-
ry economy. And there’s not a country on
Earth that would not gladly trade places with
the United States. 

But we’ve got a choice to make if we’re go-
ing to realize that promise, if we’re going to
make sure that that success is there for the next
generation. 

In 5 days, we will choose our next President.
And, Nevada, it’s more than just a choice be-
tween two candidates. It’s more than just a
choice between two parties. You’re going to be
making a choice between two fundamentally
different visions of America. 

On the one hand, we’ve got folks who are ar-
guing to return to the top-down policies that
crashed our economy.

Audience members. No!
The President. What we’re talking about is a

future that’s built on a strong and growing mid-
dle class. 

Nevada, we know the choice that needs to
be made, and we’re here today because we be-
lieve that if this country invests in the skills and
ideas of its people, then good jobs and busi-
nesses will follow. 

We believe that America’s free market has
been the engine of America’s progress, driven
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by risk takers and innovators and dreamers.
Folks in Nevada know about dreaming. But we
also understand that in this country, people
succeed when they’ve got a shot at a good edu-
cation, when they have a chance to learn new
skills, and by the way, businesses benefit be-
cause they’re hiring those workers, and some
of those workers end up starting businesses of
their own.

We believe that when we support research
into medical breakthroughs, research into new
technology, entire new industries will start
here and stay here and hire here. 

We don’t believe government should poke
its nose in everything we do, but we do believe
this country is stronger when there are rules to
protect our kids from toxic dumping and mer-
cury pollution, when there are rules to protect
consumers from unscrupulous credit card
companies and mortgage lenders. We believe
we grow faster when our Tax Code rewards
hard work and companies that create jobs here
in America. And we believe that quality health
care for everybody and a dignified retirement
for everybody aren’t just achievable goals, they
are a measure of our values as a nation. That’s
what we believe. 

For 8 years, we had a President who shared
these beliefs. His name was Bill Clinton. And
when he was elected, he asked the wealthiest
Americans to pay a little more so we could re-
duce the deficit and still make investments in
things like education and training and science
and research. And here’s an interesting thing:
Plenty of folks who were running for Congress
at the time said it would hurt the economy,
that raising taxes on the wealthy would kill
jobs. And if that argument sounds familiar, one
of those candidates who was running back then
happens to be the guy who is running for Pres-
ident right now. 

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, vote. Vote. 
Turns out their math was just as bad back

then as it is today—[laughter]—because by the
end of Bill Clinton’s second term, America had
created 23 million new jobs. Incomes were up.
Poverty was down. Our deficit became the big-
gest surplus in history. 

So, Nevada, we know our ideas work. We al-
so know the ideas that don’t work. Because in
the 8 years after Bill Clinton left office, his pol-
icies were reversed. The wealthiest Americans
got tax cuts they didn’t need and we couldn’t
afford. Companies enjoyed tax breaks for ship-
ping jobs overseas. Insurance companies and
oil companies and Wall Street were given free
license to do whatever they pleased. Folks at
the top got to play by a different set of rules
than the rest of us. And the result of this top-
down economics was falling incomes, record
deficits, the slowest job growth in half a centu-
ry, and an economic crisis that we’re still clean-
ing up after. 

So in the closing weeks of this campaign,
Governor Romney has been using all his tal-
ents as a salesman to dress up the very same
policies that failed our country so badly, the
very same policies we’ve been cleaning up af-
ter over these 4 years, and with a straight face,
he’s offering them up as change. [Laughter]
He’s saying he’s the candidate of change.

Now, let me tell you, Nevada, we know what
change looks like. And what the Governor is
offering sure ain’t change. Giving more power
back to the biggest banks isn’t change. Leaving
millions without health insurance isn’t change.
Another $5 trillion tax cut that favors the
wealthy isn’t change. Refusing to answer ques-
tions about the details of your policies isn’t
change.

Audience members. No!
The President. Turning Medicare into a

voucher, that is change, but we don’t want that
change.

Audience members. No!
The President. Ruling out compromise by

pledging to rubberstamp the Tea Party’s agen-
da as President, that’s definitely not change.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo——
Audience members. Vote!
The President. In fact, that’s exactly the atti-

tude in Washington that needs to go.
So after 4 years as President, you know me

by now. You may not agree with every decision
I’ve made, you may be frustrated at the pace of
change, but you know what I believe. You
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know where I stand. You know I’m willing to
make tough decisions, even when they’re not
politically convenient. And you know that I will
fight for you and your families every single day
as hard as I know how. 

So my opponent can talk about change, but I
know what real change looks like, because I’ve
fought for it. I’ve got the scars to proof it. You
have too. And after all that we’ve been through
together, Nevada, we sure as heck can’t give up
now. 

Audience members. No!
The President. Change is a country where

Americans of every age have the skills and edu-
cation that good jobs require. And government
can’t do this alone: Parents have to parent;
teachers have to teach. But don’t tell me that
hiring more teachers won’t help this economy
grow or help young people compete. We know
that it will. 

Don’t tell me that students who can’t afford
college should just borrow money from their
parents. That wasn’t an option for me. I’ll bet it
wasn’t an option for a whole lot of you. We
shouldn’t be ending college tax credits just to
pay for a millionaire’s tax cut, we should be
making college more affordable for everybody
who’s willing to work for it. 

We should recruit 100,000 math and science
teachers so that high-tech, high-wage jobs ar-
en’t created in China, they’re created right
here in Nevada. We should work with our
community colleges to train another 2 million
Americans with the skills that businesses are
looking for right now. That’s my plan for the
future. That’s what change is. That’s the Amer-
ica we’re fighting for in this election. 

Change comes when we live up to our lega-
cy of innovation, when we make America home
to the next generation of outstanding manufac-
turing, scientific discovery, technological
breakthroughs. I am proud that I bet on Amer-
ican workers and American ingenuity and the
American auto industry. Today, we’re not just
building cars again, we’re building better cars,
cars that by the middle of the next decade will
go twice as far on a gallon of gas. 

Today, there are thousands of workers
building long-lasting batteries and wind tur-

bines, installing solar panels all across the
country. And those jobs, they weren’t there 4
years ago. 

And sure, not all technologies we bet on will
pan out. Some of the businesses we encourage
will fail. But I promise you this: There is a fu-
ture for manufacturing in America. There’s a
future for clean energy in America. 

I refuse to cede that future to other countries.
I don’t want a Tax Code that rewards companies
for creating jobs overseas, I want to reward com-
panies that create jobs right here in the United
States of America. I don’t want a Tax Code that
subsidizes oil company profits when they’re al-
ready making money hand over fist, I want to
support the energy jobs of tomorrow, the new
technologies that will cut our oil imports in half.
That’s my plan for jobs and growth. That’s the
future that I see for America. 

Change is finally turning the page on a de-
cade of war to do some nation-building right
here at home. So long as I’m Commander in
Chief, we will pursue our enemies with the
strongest military the world has ever known.
We will not let up. But it’s time to use the sav-
ings from ending the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan to start paying down our debt and rebuild
America. 

Right now—we could be putting more folks
back to work right now, fixing roads and bridg-
es, expanding broadband to rural neighbor-
hoods, making sure our schools are state of the
art. Let’s put Americans back to work doing
the work that needs to be done, especially our
veterans, because no one who fights for this
country should have to fight for a job or a roof
over their heads when they come home. 

That’s my commitment to you. That’s what’s
at stake in this election. Change is a future
where, yes, we reduce our deficit, but we do it
in a balanced, responsible way. I’ve already
signed a trillion dollars’ worth of spending cuts.
I’ll work with both parties to streamline agen-
cies and get rid of programs that don’t work.
But if we’re really serious about the deficit,
then we’ve also got to ask the wealthiest Amer-
icans to go back to the tax rates they played—
they paid when Bill Clinton was President. 
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Because as long as I’m President, I am not
going to turn Medicare into a voucher just to
pay for another millionaire’s tax cut. I won’t al-
low this Nation to be plunged into another bat-
tle over health care reform just so insurance
companies can jump back in the driver’s seat.
And I will never allow politicians in Washing-
ton to control the health care choices that
women should make for themselves. 

So, Nevada, we know what change is. We
know what the future requires. We don’t need
a big government agenda, or a small govern-
ment agenda, we need a middle class agenda
that rewards the values of hard work and re-
sponsibility. We don’t need a partisan agenda,
we need a commonsense agenda that says
when we educate a poor child, we’ll all be bet-
ter off; that says when we fund the research of
a young scientist, her new discovery will bene-
fit every American. 

We need a vision that says we don’t just look
out for ourselves, we look out for one another.
We look out for future generations. We meet
those obligations working together. That’s the
change we believe in. And that’s what this elec-
tion is all about. That’s what this election is all
about. 

Now, Nevada, let’s be clear: Achieving this
agenda won’t be easy. It’s never been easy. We
always knew it would be hard. Back in 2008,
when we talked about change, I told you I
wasn’t just talking about changing Presidents.
I wasn’t just talking about changing political
parties. I was talking about changing our poli-
tics. I ran because the voices of the American
people—your voices—had been shut out of
our democracy for way too long: by lobbyists
and special interests; by politicians who be-
lieved that compromise is a dirty word; by folks
who would say anything to stay in office or win
office or do anything to make sure that the spe-
cial interests who support them get what they
want. 

The protectors of the status quo are a pow-
erful force in Washington. And over the last 4
years, every time we’ve pushed to make
change, they fought back with everything
they’ve got. They spent millions to stop us from
reforming health care, spent millions to fight

us when we tried to reform Wall Street. Their
strategy from the start was to engineer pure
gridlock, refusing to compromise on ideas that
both Democrats and Republicans had support-
ed in the past. 

And what they’re counting on now is that
the American people will be so worn down by
all the squabbling in Washington, so tired of all
the dysfunction, that you’ll actually reward
their obstruction and put people back in
charge who advocate the very same policies
that got us into this mess.

Audience members. No!
The President. In other words, their bet is

on cynicism. But, Nevada, my bet’s on you.
[Applause] My bet’s on you. My bet is on the
decency and good sense of the American peo-
ple. Because despite all the resistance, despite
all the setbacks, we have never lost sight of the
vision that we shared, that you’d have a voice;
that there would be somebody at the table
fighting every single day for middle class
Americans, for folks who are striving to get into
the middle class. 

Sometimes, Republicans in Congress have
worked with me to meet our goals, and nobody
could be happier. We cut taxes for small busi-
nesses and families like yours, and they helped.
We opened new markets for American goods.
We finally repealed “don’t ask, don’t tell,” and
we had some courageous Republican Senators
supporting us. 

But yes, we’ve also had some big fights: like
when we forced the banks to stop overcharging
for student loans and made college affordable
for millions of students; like when we forced
Wall Street to abide by the toughest rules since
the 1930s; like when we stopped insurance
companies from discriminating against Ameri-
cans with preexisting conditions like cancer or
diabetes so that no one in America goes bank-
rupt just because they get sick. 

Audience member. Thank you! 
The President. I didn’t fight those fights for

any partisan advantage. I’ve shown my willing-
ness to work with anybody of any party to move
this country forward. And if you want to break
the gridlock in Congress, you’ll vote for lead-
ers—whether they’re Democrats, Republicans,
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Independents—who feel the same way. You’ll
vote for candidates like Shelley Berkley and
Dina Titus and John Oceguera and Steve
Horsford, people who just want to fix problems
and help America and work on behalf of hard-
working families like yours. 

But if the price of peace in Washington is
cutting deals that will kick students off of fi-
nancial aid or get rid of funding for Planned
Parenthood or eliminate health care for mil-
lions on Medicaid who are poor or elderly or
disabled just to give a millionaire a tax cut, I’m
not having it. That’s not a deal worth having.
That’s not bipartisanship. That’s not real
change. That’s surrender to the same status
quo that’s hurt middle class families for way
too long. And I’m not ready to give up on the
fight just yet. 

I’m not giving up on the fight, and I hope
you aren’t either, Nevada. I hope you aren’t ei-
ther. I need you still fired up. 

The folks at the very top in this country, they
don’t need a champion in Washington. They’ll
always have a seat at the table. They’ll always
have access and influence. That’s okay. We un-
derstand that. But the people who need a
champion are the Americans whose letters I
read late at night, the men and women I meet
on the campaign trail every single day. 

The laid-off furniture worker who is retrain-
ing at the age of 55 after they got laid off, she
needs a champion. The small restaurant owner
who needs a loan to expand after the bank
turned him down, he needs a champion. The
cooks and waiters and cleaning staff working
overtime at a Vegas hotel, trying to save
enough to buy a first home or send their kid to
college, they need a champion. 

The autoworker who’s back on the job after
thinking he might never go back, filled with
the pride and dignity of building a great Amer-
ican car, he needs a champion. The young
teacher doing her best in an overcrowded
classroom with outdated textbooks, digging in-
to her own pocket to buy school supplies, nev-
er giving up on those kids, understanding that
they can learn, she needs a champion. 

And all those young people in inner cities
and small farm towns, in the valleys of Ohio or

rolling Virginia hills or right here in Vegas or
way up in Elko—kids dreaming of becoming
scientists or doctors, engineers or entrepre-
neurs, diplomats, maybe even a President—
they need a champion in Washington. 

The future will never have as many lobbyists
as the past, but it’s the dreams of those chil-
dren that will be our saving grace. And that’s
why I need you, Nevada: to make sure their
voices are heard, to make sure your voices are
heard. 

We’ve come too far to turn back now. We’ve
come too far to let our hearts grow faint, to go
weary. Now is the time to keep pushing for-
ward: to educate all our kids and train all our
workers, to create new jobs and rebuild our in-
frastructure, to discover new sources of ener-
gy, to broaden opportunity, to grow our middle
class, to restore our democracy, to make sure
that no matter who you are or where you come
from or how you started out, you can make it
here in America. That’s why we are moving
forward. 

In the midst of the Great Depression, FDR
reminded the country that “failure is not an
American habit; and in the strength of great
hope we must all shoulder our common load.”
That’s the strength we need today.

Audience members. Yes! 
The President. That’s the hope I’m asking

you to share. That’s the future in our sight.
That’s why I’m asking you for your vote. [Ap-
plause] That’s why I’m asking you, Nevada, for
your vote. 

And if you’re willing to work with me and
knock on some doors with me and make some
phone calls for me, if you’re willing to turn out
for me and grab some friends and neighbors
for me, we’ll win Clark County again. We’ll win
Nevada again. We’ll win this election. And to-
gether, we’ll renew the bonds and reaffirm the
spirit that make the United States of America
the greatest nation on Earth. 

God bless you, and God bless the United States
of America. Let’s go vote! Let’s get this done!

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. at the
Cheyenne Sports Complex. In his remarks, he
referred to Gov. Christopher J. Christie of New
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Jersey; Gov. Dannel P. Malloy of Connecticut;
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo of New York;
Republican Presidential nominee W. Mitt

Romney; former Rep. A. Constandina Titus;
and former State Rep. John Oceguera and for-
mer State Sen. Steven A. Horsford of Nevada. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Sudan
November 1, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the automat-
ic termination of a national emergency unless,
within the 90-day period prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the Con-
gress a notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniversary date. In
accordance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed no-
tice stating that the Sudan emergency is to con-
tinue in effect beyond November 3, 2012. 

The crisis constituted by the actions and pol-
icies of the Government of Sudan that led to
the declaration of a national emergency in Ex-
ecutive Order 13067 of November 3, 1997, and
the expansion of that emergency in Executive
Order 13400 of April 26, 2006, and with re-

spect to which additional steps were taken in
Executive Order 13412 of October 13, 2006,
has not been resolved. These actions and poli-
cies are hostile to U.S. interests and continue
to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States. Therefore, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared with respect to Sudan and
maintain in force the sanctions against Sudan
to respond to this threat. 

Sincerely, 

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Weapons of Mass Destruction
November 1, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen-
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the
automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, within the 90-day period prior
to the anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Register
and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice, stating that the national emergency

with respect to the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12938, as amended, is to con-
tinue in effect for 1 year beyond November
14, 2012. 

Sincerely, 

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Boulder, Colorado
November 1, 2012

The President. Hello, Boulder! Thank you!
Are you fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. You seem pretty fired up. It

is good to be back in Colorado.
Everybody, please give Savannah a big

round of applause for the great introduction.
Let’s give a shout-out to the folks who are
fighting for you every day in Washington: Sen-
ator Michael Bennet, Senator Mark Udall,
Congressman Jared Polis.

It is good to be here. Thank you. Now——
Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back. I do.
Those of you who have seats, feel free to sit

down. I don’t want you guys getting tired out.
[Laughter]

For the past few days, all of us have been fo-
cused on one of the worst storms of our life-
time. And we’re awed and humbled by nature’s
destructive power. We mourn those who were
lost. Obviously, our hearts and our thoughts
and prayers go out to the families who’ve been
affected. We pledge to help those whose lives
have been turned upside down.

I was just on a phone call with some of the
local officials in New York, as well as Governor
Cuomo, and they’ve got still a long way to go to
deal with this incredible storm. But we’ve also
been inspired these past few days, because
when disaster strikes, we see America at its
best. The petty differences that consume us in
normal times, they all seem to melt away. We
saw it here in Colorado with the fires this sum-
mer and then the terrible tragedy in Aurora.

In moments like these, we’re reminded
there are no Democrats or Republicans during
a crisis, just fellow Americans. We see leaders
of different parties working to fix what’s bro-
ken and neighbors helping neighbors to cope
with tragedy, communities rallying to rebuild,
a spirit that says in the end, we’re all in this to-
gether, we rise or fall as one Nation, as one
people.

And, Boulder, that spirit has guided this
country along its improbable journey for more
than two centuries. And it’s carried us through
the trials and tribulations of the last 4 years.

In 2008, we were in the middle of two wars
and the worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression. Today, because of the resilience
of the American people, our businesses have
created over 5 million new jobs. The American
auto industry is back on top. American manu-
facturing is growing at the fastest pace in 15
years. We’re less dependent on foreign oil than
at any time in 20 years. Home values, home
construction is on the rise. And thanks to the
service and sacrifice of our brave men and
women in uniform, the war in Iraq is over, the
war in Afghanistan is coming to an end, Al Qai-
da has been decimated, Usama bin Laden is
dead.

So we’ve made real progress these past 4
years. But, Colorado, we all know our work’s
not yet done. As long as there’s a single Ameri-
can who wants a job and can’t find one, our
work’s not done. As long as there are families
who are working harder and harder, but falling
further behind, our work’s not yet done. As
long as there’s a child somewhere in America
languishing in poverty, barred from opportuni-
ty, anywhere in this country, our work is not
yet done.

Our fight, our mission goes on because we
know this Nation cannot succeed without a
growing, thriving middle class and strong, stur-
dy ladders into the middle class for everybody
who’s willing to work hard and take responsi-
bility.

Our fight, our mission goes on because
America has always done best when everybody
has a fair shot, when everybody is doing their
fair share, when everybody is playing by the
same rules. That’s what we believe. That’s why
we—you elected me in 2008. And that’s why
I’m running for a second term as President of
the United States of America.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!
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The President. Now, we knew from the be-
ginning that our work would take more than
one year or even one term. We knew that. Be-
cause, let’s face it, the middle class was getting
hammered long before the financial crisis hit.
The economy has changed over the last 20, 30
years. Technology has made us more produc-
tive, but it’s also made a lot of good jobs obso-
lete. Global trade brought us cheaper prod-
ucts, but it also meant that companies could lo-
cate overseas in low-wage countries. American
workers saw their paychecks getting
squeezed—even when corporate profits rose,
even as CEO salaries exploded—and the guar-
anteed security of pensions and health care
started to erode, in some cases disappear alto-
gether.

Now, these fundamental changes in the
economy—the rise of technology and global
competition—those are real. We can’t wish
them away. But here’s what I know, Colorado:
We can meet those challenges. We’re Ameri-
cans. We still have the world’s best workers.
We’ve got the world’s best entrepreneurs.
We’ve got the best scientists and researchers.
We’ve definitely got the best colleges and uni-
versities. We’ve got the most innovative spirit.
We have everything we need to thrive in this
new economy. There’s not a country on Earth
that wouldn’t gladly trade places with the Unit-
ed States.

But to realize our full potential, to secure a
future that we want for our kids and our grand-
kids, we’ve got to make a choice right now. In 5
days, we will choose our next President. And,
Boulder, it is more than just a choice between
two candidates or two parties. You’re going to
be making a choice between two fundamental-
ly different visions of America: one where we
return to the top-down policies that crashed
our economy——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, vote. [Applause]

Vote.
Or a future that’s built on a strong and grow-

ing middle class. And we know what the choice
needs to be. We’re here today because we be-
lieve that if this country invests in the skills and

ideas of its people, then good jobs and busi-
nesses will follow.

We believe that America’s free market has
been the engine of America’s progress, and we
honor the risk takers and innovators and
dreamers that drive our economy forward. But
we also understand that in this country, people
succeed when they have a chance at a great ed-
ucation, when they’ve got a chance to learn
new skills. That’s good for business because
they need skilled workers. That’s good for our
country because some of those folks who get
those great skills and education start new busi-
nesses. We believe that when we support re-
search into medical breakthroughs or nano-
technology or entire new fields of study, new
industries start here and they stay here and
they hire here.

We don’t believe that government should
poke its nose into everything we do, but we do
believe this country is stronger—and actually
our markets work better—when there are rules
in place to protect our kids from toxic dumping
and mercury pollution, when there are rules to
protect consumers from unscrupulous credit
card companies and mortgage lenders, when
we grow—we’re convinced that we grow fast-
er.

And the evidence is on our side. We grow
faster when our Tax Code rewards hard work
and companies that create jobs here in Ameri-
ca. And we believe that quality health care for
everybody and a dignified retirement for ev-
erybody aren’t just achievable goals, they are a
measure of our values as a nation. That’s what
we believe.

For 8 years, we had a President who actually
shared those beliefs, and his name was Bill
Clinton. And the interesting thing is, when he
was first elected, he asked the wealthiest
Americans to pay a little more so we could re-
duce the deficit and still make investments in
things like education and training, and science
and research. And guess what? There were a
bunch of folks who were running for Congress
at the time who said this is going to hurt the
economy, this is going to kill job creation.

And if that argument sounds familiar, one of
those candidates happens to be running for
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President right now. [Laughter] And it turns
out, his math and their math was just as bad
back then as it is now. Because by the end of
Bill Clinton’s second term, America had creat-
ed 23 million new jobs, and incomes were up,
and poverty was down, and our deficits had be-
come the biggest surplus in history.

So, Colorado, we know the ideas that work.
We know our ideas work. We also know the
ideas that don’t work. Because in the 8 years
after Bill Clinton left office, his policies were
reversed. The wealthiest Americans got tax
cuts they didn’t need. Companies enjoyed tax
breaks for shipping jobs overseas. Insurance
companies and oil companies and Wall Street
were given free rein to do whatever they
pleased. Folks at the top got to play by a differ-
ent set of rules than the rest of us. And the re-
sult of this top-down economics was falling in-
comes and record deficits and the slowest job
growth in half a century and an economic crisis
that we have been cleaning up for the last 4
years.

So here’s the thing. We’ve tested both theo-
ries. We’ve tested both visions. One worked re-
ally well. One worked really badly. [Laughter]

Now, in the closing weeks of this campaign,
Governor Romney has been using all his formi-
dable talents as a salesman—[laughter]—to
dress up the very same policies that failed our
country so badly, the very same policies we’ve
been cleaning up after these last 4 years, and
he’s offering them up as change. He’s saying
he’s the candidate of change. Now——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, don’t boo, vote. Vote. 
But let me tell you, Colorado, we know what

change looks like. We know what’s going to
help the middle class. We know what’s going to
grow jobs. We know what’s going to reduce the
deficit. And let me tell you, what Governor
Romney is offering sure ain’t it. It is not it. Giv-
ing more power back to the biggest banks,
that’s not change. Leaving millions without
health insurance, that’s not change.

Audience member. No, it ain’t!
The President. [Laughter] Another $5 tril-

lion tax cut that favors the wealthy, that’s not
change.

Audience members. No, it ain’t! 
The President. [Laughter] Refusing to an-

swer questions about the details of your poli-
cies, not change.

Audience members. Not change!
The President. [Laughter] Ruling out com-

promise by pledging to rubberstamp the Tea
Party’s agenda as President, that’s not change.

Audience members. Not change!
The President. In fact, that’s exactly the atti-

tude in Washington that we’ve got to change.
Look, I know that with all the TV commer-

cials that are coming at people, sometimes, it’s
hard to follow stuff but—and it’s hard to know
who to trust, but here’s the thing. Look, after 4
years as President, you know me by now. [Ap-
plause] You know me. You may not agree with
every decision that I’ve made. You may be
frustrated at the pace of change. I always re-
mind people that when we did the auto bail-
out, only 10 percent of the country approved of
it, including, by the way, folks in Michigan and
Ohio. But you know what I believe. You know
where I stand. You know I’m willing to make
tough decisions, even when they’re not politi-
cally convenient. And most importantly, you
know that I’ll fight for you and your families
every single day as hard as I know how.

And that’s why I know what real change
looks like, because I’ve fought for it. I’ve got
the scars to prove it. [Laughter] I’ve got gray
hair to show for it. [Laughter] You fought for it
too. And after all that we’ve been through to-
gether, we sure as heck can’t give up now.

Let’s picture what real change looks like.
Real change is a country where Americans of
every age have the skills and education that
good jobs require. And you know what, we un-
derstand government can’t do this alone: Par-
ents have to parent; teachers have to teach. But
don’t tell me that hiring more teachers won’t
help this economy or help young people
compete. Don’t tell me that students who can’t
afford college should just borrow money from
their parents. That wasn’t an option for me; I’ll
bet it was not an option for a whole lot of you.
We shouldn’t be ending college tax credits to
pay for millionaires’ tax cuts, we should be
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making college more affordable for everybody
who’s willing to work for it.

We should recruit 100,000 math and science
teachers so that high-tech, high-wage jobs ar-
en’t created in China, but are created right
here in Colorado. We should work with our
community colleges to train another 2 million
Americans with the skills that businesses are
looking for right now. And that’s all part of my
plan for the future. That’s what change is.
That’s the America that we’re fighting for.
That’s what’s at stake in this election.

Change comes when we live up to America’s
legacy of innovation, where we make America
home to the next generation of advanced man-
ufacturing and scientific discovery and techno-
logical breakthroughs. I’m proud that I bet on
America’s workers and American ingenuity
and the American auto industry. And today,
we’re not just building cars again, we’re build-
ing better cars, cars that by the middle of the
next decade will go twice as far on a gallon of
gas.

Today, there are thousands of workers
building long-lasting batteries and solar tech-
nology and wind turbines all across the coun-
try, jobs that weren’t there 4 years ago. And not
every technology we bet on will pan out. Not
every business will thrive. But I promise you
this: There is a brilliant future for manufactur-
ing in America. There is a future for clean en-
ergy in America. And I’m not going to cede
that future to other countries.

I don’t want a Tax Code that rewards com-
panies for creating those jobs overseas, I want
to reward companies that create those jobs
here in America. I don’t want a Tax Code that
subsidizes oil company profits when they’re
making money hand over fist. I want to support
the energy jobs of tomorrow and the new tech-
nology that will cut our oil imports in half, that
will reduce the carbon in our atmosphere, that
will make us less dependent on foreign oil.
That’s my plan for growth and jobs. That’s the
future I see in America. That’s worth fighting
for.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Change—real change—is fi-
nally turning the page on a decade of war. Let’s
do some nation-building right here at home.
So long as I’m Commander in Chief, we will
pursue our enemies with the strongest military
the world’s ever known. That will not change.
But it’s time to use some of the savings from
ending the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to
start paying down our debt, to start rebuilding
America. That’s part of being strong. That’s
part of our national security.

Right now we can put people back to work
all across Colorado, all across the country, fix-
ing roads and bridges, expanding broadband to
rural neighborhoods, making sure our schools
are state of the art. Let’s put Americans back to
work doing the work that needs to be done.
And let’s especially focus on our veterans, be-
cause nobody who fights for this country
should have to fight for a job or a roof over
their heads when they come home. That’s my
commitment to you. That’s part of keeping
America strong. That’s what’s at stake in this
election.

Change is a future where we reduce our
deficit in a way that’s balanced and responsi-
ble. And I’ve signed a trillion dollars’ worth of
spending cuts; I intend to do more. We can
streamline agencies. We can get rid of pro-
grams that aren’t working. But if we’re serious
about the deficit, we also have to ask the
wealthiest Americans to go back to the tax rates
they paid when Bill Clinton was in office.

Because a budget is all about priorities. It’s
about what values do we care about. And as
long as I’m President, I’m not going to turn
Medicare into a voucher just to pay for another
millionaire’s tax cut. I’m not going to allow this
Nation to be plunged into another battle over
health care reform and kick millions of people
off of health care and weaken all the reforms
that we put in place, including making sure
that young people can stay on their parent’s
plan till they’re 26 years old, just so insurance
companies can jump back into the driver’s seat.

And by the way, I’m not going to allow poli-
ticians in Washington to control health care
choices that women should make for them-
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selves. We’re not going to do that. We’re not
going backwards, we’re going forward.

So, Colorado, we know what change is. We
know what the future requires. We don’t need
a big government agenda or a small govern-
ment agenda, we need a middle class agenda
that rewards the values of hard work and re-
sponsibility. We don’t need a partisan agenda,
we need a commonsense agenda that says
when we educate a poor child, we’re all better
off; that says when we fund the research of a
young scientist, her new discovery will benefit
every American.

We need an agenda that recognizes we don’t
just look out for ourselves, we look out for one
another other, we look out for future genera-
tions. We meet those obligations by working
together. That’s the change we believe in.
That’s what 2008 was about. That’s what this
election’s about. That’s why I need you to vote.

Now, let me be clear: Achieving this agenda
will not be easy. It wasn’t easy over these last 4
years, it’s not going to be easy the next 4 years.
Back in 2008, when we talked about change, I
told you I wasn’t just talking about changing
Presidents, I wasn’t just talking about changing
parties. I was talking about changing our poli-
tics. I ran because the voices of the American
people—your voices—had been shut out of
our democracy for way too long: by lobbyists
and special interests and politicians who think
compromise is a dirty word and would say any-
thing to win office and do anything to stay in
office.

And as we expected, the protectors of the
status quo are a powerful force in Washington.
And over the last 4 years, every time we’ve
fought to make change, they fought back with
everything they’ve got. They spent millions to
stop us from reforming health care and Wall
Street and student loans. Their strategy from
the start was to engineer pure gridlock in Con-
gress, refusing to compromise on ideas that
traditionally both Democrats and Republicans
have supported.

And what they’re now counting on is that
the American people will be so worn down by
all the squabbling, so tired of all the dysfunc-
tion, that you actually reward obstruction, ei-

ther by voting for folks claiming to bring about
change or not voting at all, but either way, put-
ting people back in charge who advocate the
very same policies that got us into this mess.

In other words, their bet is on cynicism.
They’re counting on you not voting. That’s
their entire strategy. But, Colorado, my bet is
on you. [Applause] My bet’s on you. My bet’s
on the decency and good sense of the Ameri-
can people.

Because despite all the resistance, despite
all the setbacks, we’ve gotten done so much,
and we’ve never lost sight of the vision that we
share: that you would have a voice; that there
would be somebody at the table fighting every
single day for middle class Americans, for folks
who are working hard and struggling.

Sometimes Republicans in Congress worked
with me to meet our goals: to cut taxes for
small businesses and families like yours, to
open up new markets for American goods, to
finally repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell.” We had a
couple of really brave Republicans who
worked with us on that.

And sometimes, we’ve had big fights: like
when we forced the banks to stop overcharging
for student loans, which is how we made col-
lege more affordable for millions of young peo-
ple; like when we forced Wall Street to abide
by the toughest rules since the 1930s; like
when we stopped insurance companies from
discriminating against Americans with preex-
isting conditions like cancer or diabetes so no
one in America goes bankrupt just because
they get sick.

I didn’t fight those fights for any partisan ad-
vantage. I have shown my willingness to work with
anybody of any party to move this country for-
ward. And if you want to break the gridlock in
Congress, you’ll vote for leaders—whether they’re
Democrats, Republicans, or Independents—who
feel the same way. You’ll vote for candidates like
Shelley—you’ll vote for candidates like Michael
Bennet and Mark Udall and Jared Polis, all who
have shown themselves to be willing to work
across party lines to get things done, but who also
know that there’s some core principles you don’t
compromise.
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Because if the price of peace in Washington
is cutting deals that will kick students off finan-
cial aid or get rid of funding for Planned Par-
enthood or eliminate health care for millions
on Medicaid just to give millionaires a tax cut,
then that’s not a deal worth having. That’s not
bipartisanship. That’s not change. That’s sur-
render to the same status quo that has hurt
middle class families for way too long.

And, Colorado, I’m not ready to give up on
the fight. [Applause] I’m not ready to give up
on that fight. And I hope you aren’t either,
Colorado. I hope you aren’t either. I hope
you’ve still got some fight left in you.

The folks at the very top in this country, they
don’t need another champion in Washington.
They’ll always have a seat at the table. They’ll
always have access and influence. They can
hire lobbyists. They’re going to be able to get
their phone calls returned. The people who
need a champion are those Americans whose
letters I read late at night, the men and women
I meet on the campaign trail every single day.

The laid-off furniture worker who’s retrain-
ing at the age of 55 for a new career in biotech-
nology, she needs a champion. The small res-
taurant owner who needs a loan to expand after
the bank turned him down, he needs a champi-
on. The cooks and waiters and cleaning staff
working overtime in a hotel somewhere, trying
to save enough to buy a first home or send their
kid to college, they need a champion.

The autoworker who never thought he’d
work in a plant again and now is back on the
job building a great car and full of pride and
dignity, he needs a champion. The young
teacher doing her best in an overcrowded
classroom with outdated textbooks, she needs a
champion. All those kids in inner cities and
small farm towns, in valleys of Ohio, rolling
Virginia hills, right here in Boulder, kids who
are dreaming of becoming scientists or doctors
or engineers or entrepreneurs or diplomats or
even a President, they need a champion in
Washington. They need a champion.

Because the future doesn’t have lobbyists.
It’ll never have as many lobbyists as the vested
interests, never have as many lobbyists as the
past does, but it’s the dreams of those children
that will be our saving grace.

And that’s why I need you, Colorado. That’s
why I need you, Boulder: to make sure their
voices are heard, to make sure your voices are
heard. We’ve come too far to turn back now.
We’ve come too far to grow fainthearted. Now
is the time to keep pushing forward: to educate
all our kids, to train all our workers, to create
new jobs, to discover new energy, to broaden
opportunity, to grow our middle class, to re-
store our democracy, to make sure that no
matter who you are or where you come from,
how you started out, you can make it here in
America if you try.

In the middle of the Great Depression,
FDR reminded the country that “failure is not
an American habit; and in the strength of great
hope we must shoulder our common load.”
That’s the strength we need today. That’s the
hope I’m asking you to share. That’s the future
in our sights.

That’s why I’m asking for your vote. That’s
why I need you early voting tomorrow. That’s
why I need young people to turn out. That’s why
I need you to knock on some more doors. That’s
why I need you to make some phone calls. And
if you turn out for me, if you vote for me, we’ll
win Colorado again. We’ll win this election.
We’ll finish what we started. We’ll keep moving
forward. We’ll renew those bonds and reaffirm
that spirit that makes the United States of Amer-
ica the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America. Remember to vote!

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:42 p.m. at the
Coors Events Center at the University of
Colorado Boulder. In his remarks, he referred
to Savannah Pullin, student, University of Col-
orado Boulder; and Republican Presidential
nominee W. Mitt Romney. 
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Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Hilliard, Ohio
November 2, 2012

The President. Hello, Ohio! O–H!
Audience members. I–O!
The President. O–H! 
Audience members. I–O!
The President. O–H! 
Audience members. I–O!
The President. Oh, it’s good to be back. Can

everybody give Judy a big round of applause
for the great introduction? Judy is an example
of all the incredible volunteers who have been
involved in this campaign each and every day,
knocking on doors, making phone calls. I love
all of you, and I’m grateful to all of you for all
the great work you guys have done.

Give it up for your former Governor, our
great friend, Ted Strickland. Poor Ted’s got a
cold. He’s backstage. He was—he wouldn’t
shake my hand. [Laughter] He’s sick, but he’s
still out campaigning. Tireless. 

Audience member. We love you, Barack!
The President. I love you back, and I’m glad

to be here.
Audience member. Obama is—[inaudible].
Audience member. Settle down so we can

see! 
The President. I can tell this is kind of a row-

dy crowd. Huh? [Laughter] All right, all right.
Audience members. Four more years! Four

more years! Four more years!
The President. [Laughter] Thank you. Well,

listen, for the past few days, all of us have been
focused on one of the worst storms in our life-
times, in our history. And I just got off the
phone with my team, emergency management
team, and got an update on what’s happening
in New Jersey and New York and Connecticut,
West Virginia, where there’s a whole lot of
snow. As a nation, we mourn those who were
lost. You can only imagine what so many fami-
lies are going through right now.

And the message I’ve sent every time I talk
to people back East is, we stand with the peo-
ple of New York and New Jersey and Connect-
icut every step of the way in the hard weeks
ahead. And there’s a lot of work that still re-
mains to be done.

But we’ve also been inspired these last few
days by the heroes who were running into
buildings and wading through water and the
neighbors who were helping neighbors cope
with tragedy; the leaders of different parties
working together to fix what’s broken; a spirit
that says no matter how bad the storm is, no
matter how tough times are, we’re all in this to-
gether. We rise or fall as one Nation and as one
people.

And that spirit is what’s guided this country
for more than two centuries, that idea that
we’re in this together. It’s carried us through
the trials and tribulations of the last 200-some-
thing years, but also the last 4 years. In 2008,
we were in the middle of two wars and the
worst economic crisis since the Great Depres-
sion. And today, our businesses have created
nearly 5 ½ million new jobs; and this morning,
we learned that companies hired more workers
in October than at any time in the last 8
months.

The American auto industry is back on top.
Home values and housing construction is on
the rise. We’re less dependent on foreign oil
than any time in 20 years. Because of the ser-
vice and sacrifice of our brave men and women
in uniform, the war in Iraq is over, the war in
Afghanistan is ending, Al Qaida has been deci-
mated, Usama bin Laden is dead. We have
made real progress.

Audience member. Good job, man! [Laughter]
The President. [Laughter] This guy had a lot

of coffee this morning. You’re fired up! Okay.
So listen, hold on a second. We’ve made real

progress, but we are here today because we
know we’ve got more work to do. As long as
there’s a single American who wants a job and
can’t find one, as long as there are families
working harder, but falling behind, as long as
there’s a child anywhere in this country who’s
languishing in poverty and barred from oppor-
tunity, our fight goes on. We’ve got more work
to do.

Our fight goes on because this Nation can’t
succeed without a growing, thriving middle
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class. Our fight goes on because America al-
ways has done best when everybody has a fair
shot, and everybody is doing their fair share
and everybody is playing by the same rules.
That’s what we believe. That’s why you elected
me in 2008. And that’s why I’m running for a
second term as President of the United States
of America.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, Ohio, in 4 days, you
have a choice to make. And by the way, I think
you may have noticed that everybody is paying
a lot of attention to Ohio. And rightfully so.
The—this is a choice not just between two can-
didates or two parties, it’s a choice between
two fundamentally different visions of Ameri-
ca. It’s a choice between going back to the top-
down policies that crashed our economy or
adapting the kinds of policies that will make
sure we’ve got a strong and growing middle
class. That’s the choice.

As Americans, we honor the strivers and the
dreamers and the risk takers, the entrepre-
neurs, the small-businesspeople. They’re the
folks who have always been the driving force
behind our free enterprise system, and it’s
been the greatest engine of growth and pros-
perity the world has ever known.

But we also believe in this country that peo-
ple succeed, people start businesses, people
work well in businesses when they’ve got a de-
cent education, when they get a chance to
learn new skills, when we support research into
medical breakthroughs or new technologies.

We think America is stronger when we can
count on affordable health care and Medicare
and Social Security, when there are rules to
protect our kids from toxic dumping and mer-
cury pollution. We think the market works bet-
ter when consumers are protected from un-
scrupulous practices in the credit card industry
or from mortgage lenders.

And we believe that no politician in Wash-
ington should control health care choices that
women can make for themselves. These are
the things we believe.

Now, for 8 years, we had a President who
shared our beliefs, and his name was Bill Clin-

ton. His economic plan asked the wealthiest
Americans to pay a little more so we could re-
duce our deficit and invest in the skills and
ideas of our people. And at the time the Re-
publican Congress and a Senate candidate by
the name of Mitt Romney said that Bill Clin-
ton’s plan would hurt the economy and kill
jobs, it turns out the Governor’s math was just
as bad back then as it was today.

Because by the end of President Clinton’s
second term, America had created 23 million
new jobs, and incomes were up, and poverty
was down, and we had the biggest surplus in
our history instead of deficits. So we know the
ideas that we believe in work. We know that
their ideas don’t work.

For most of the last decade, we tried what
they want to do: giving big tax cuts to the
wealthiest Americans that we couldn’t afford.
We tried giving insurance companies and oil
companies and Wall Street free rein to do
whatever they pleased. And you know what we
got? Falling incomes, record deficits, the slow-
est job growth in half a century, and an eco-
nomic crisis that we’ve been cleaning up after
for the last 4 years.

So we know what we want to do works. We
know what they want to do doesn’t work. We
know what we want to do grows our middle
class; what they want to do squeezes the mid-
dle class. We know that our strategy makes
sure that we bring our deficit down in a bal-
anced way; their strategy ends up shooting the
deficit up.

So we know what the right choice is. But
let’s face it, Governor Romney, he’s a very tal-
ented salesman. In this campaign he’s tried as
hard as he can to repackage these same poli-
cies and offer them up as change.

But we know what change looks like, and
what the Governor is offering ain’t it. Giving
more power back to the biggest banks, that’s
not change. Another $5 trillion tax cut that fa-
vors the wealthy, that’s not change. Refusing to
answer questions about the details of your poli-
cies until after the election, that’s not change.
We’ve seen that before. [Laughter] Right?
We’ve seen that before.
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Ruling out compromise by pledging to rub-
berstamp the Tea Party’s agenda in Congress,
that’s not change. And by the way, when you
try to change the facts just because they’re in-
convenient to your campaign, that’s definitely
not change.

Trying to massage the facts, that’s not
change. That’s just—[laughter] Look, we’ve
been seeing this out of Governor Romney and
his friends over the last few weeks right here in
Ohio. You’ve got folks who work at the Jeep
plant who have been calling their employers
worried, asking is it true, are our jobs being
shipped to China? And the reason they’re mak-
ing these calls is because Governor Romney
has been running an ad that says so. Except it’s
not true. Everybody knows it’s not true. The
car companies themselves have told Governor
Romney to knock it off. GM said, we think cre-
ating jobs in the United States should be a
source of bipartisan pride. And I couldn’t
agree more.

And I understand that Governor Romney
has had a tough time here in Ohio because he
was against saving the auto industry. And it’s
hard to run away from that position when
you’re on videotape saying the words, “Let De-
troit go bankrupt.” And I know we’re close to
an election. But this isn’t a game. These are
people’s jobs. These are people’s lives. These
car companies are putting a lot of effort to
make great products, but also to make sure
that everybody in America knows how commit-
ted they are to making cars here in America.
And so you don’t scare hard-working Ameri-
cans just to scare up some votes. That’s not
what being President is all about. That’s not
leadership.

When I first made the decision to rescue the
auto industry, I knew it wasn’t popular. And
despite the fact that one out of eight jobs in
Ohio are connected to the auto industry in
some way, it wasn’t even popular in Ohio. But I
knew it was the right thing to do. I knew bet-
ting on American workers was the right thing
to do. Betting on American ingenuity and
know-how was the right thing to do. That paid
off.

It paid off in Lordstown, where GM is in-
vesting hundreds of millions of dollars in their
auto plant. It paid off in Toledo, where Chrys-
ler is adding more than a thousand new jobs on
a second shift, not in China: right here in Ohio,
right here in United States of America.

And so one of the things I hope when you’re
talking to your friends and your neighbors,
they’re trying to make up their minds these last
few days, think about that. Think about the is-
sue of trust; think about do you want a Presi-
dent who is going to actually tell you what he
believes and what he thinks or somebody who
is going to——

Audience members. Lie!
The President. No, who’s going to—well,

change the facts.
After 4 years as President, you know me.

You may not agree with every decision I’ve
made. You may be frustrated sometimes at the
pace of change. But you know what I believe.
You know where I stand. You know I tell the
truth. And you know that I’ll fight for you and
your families every single day as hard as I know
how. You know that.

And you know that I know what real change
looks like, because I’ve fought for real change.
And you’ve helped me every step of the way.
After all we’ve been through together, we can’t
give up on real change now.

Change is a country where Americans of ev-
ery age have the skills and education that are
needed for getting a good job. And let me tell
you, when I hear folks saying hiring more
teachers won’t help this economy grow, they
are wrong. Because if we’ve got great teachers
in the classroom, that’s going to help our kids,
and it’s going to help our economy.

Don’t tell me that students who can’t afford
college should just borrow more money from
their parents. That wasn’t an option for me; it
wasn’t an option for a lot of you. That’s why I
want to cut the growth of tuition in half over
the next 10 years. I want to recruit 100,000
math and science teachers so that our kids
don’t fall behind the rest of the world. I want
to train 2 million Americans at our community
colleges with skills that businesses are looking
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for right now. That’s what we’re fighting for in
this election. That’s what real change is.

Audience member. I’ve got your back!
The President. Thank you. 
Change comes when we live up to this coun-

try’s legacy of innovation. Today, the great
news about the auto industry is we’re not just
building cars again, we’re building better cars,
innovative cars, cars that by the middle of the
next decade will go twice as far on a gallon of
gas.

And by the way, here in Ohio, it’s not just
cars that we’re starting to manufacture again.
We’re building long-lasting batteries and wind
turbines all across Ohio, all across the country.

We’ve got to keep our cutting-edge technol-
ogy and research and innovation and invest-
ment. And I don’t want a Tax Code that subsi-
dizes oil company profits when they’re making
money hand over fist, I want to support the en-
ergy jobs of tomorrow, the new technologies
that will help cut our oil imports in half. And I
don’t want a Tax Code that rewards companies
for creating those jobs overseas, I want to re-
ward companies that are creating jobs in man-
ufacturing right here in the United States of
America. That’s my plan. That’s what real
change is.

Change is turning the page on a decade of
war so we can do some nation-building here at
home. As long as I’m Commander in Chief, we
will pursue our enemies with the strongest mil-
itary that the world’s ever known. But it’s time
to use the savings from ending the wars in Iraq
and winding down the war in Afghanistan to
pay down our debt and rebuild America, re-
pairing roads and bridges and schools all across
Ohio, all across America.

And let’s especially focus on putting our vet-
erans back to work as they come home. We
need to serve them as well as they’ve served us.
Nobody who fights for this country should
have to fight for a job when they come home.
That’s what’s at stake in this election. That’s
my commitment.

Change is a future where we do reduce our
deficit, but we do it in a balanced, responsible
way. I’ve already signed a trillion dollars’ worth
of spending cuts; I intend to do more. But if

we’re serious about the deficit, we also have to
ask the wealthiest Americans to go back to the
rates that they paid when Bill Clinton was in
office. Because if I’m not paying a little bit
more, and Governor Romney is not paying a
little bit more, then the choice is to start cut-
ting out help for young people trying to go to
school. It’s to hurt folks who are vulnerable
and depend on things like Medicaid. As long as
I’m President, I will never turn Medicare into
a voucher just to pay for another millionaire’s
tax cut.

I’m not going to make it more expensive for
some young person who is working hard trying
to go to school. I’m not going to make them
pay more just so I get a tax break that I don’t
need. I’m not going to cut out some research
grant to some outstanding young scientist that
could have the next discovery for cancer just
because I want a tax cut that I don’t need.
That’s not who we are. That’s not what change
is.

We know what the future requires, and we
know it won’t be easy. Back in 2008, I told
some of you, I said, look, I’m not just talking
about changing Presidents or changing politi-
cal parties in Washington. I said to—if we’re
going to talk about real change, we’re talking
about changing how our politics works.

I ran because the voices of the American
people—your voices—had been shut out of
our democracy for way too long: by lobbyists
and special interests, politicians who will do
whatever it takes to keep things just the way
they are. And over the last 4 years, you’ve seen
it: The status quo in Washington has fought us
every step of the way. They’ve spent millions
trying to stop us from reforming the health
care system. They’ve spent millions trying to
keep us from reforming Wall Street. They en-
gineered a strategy of gridlock in Congress, re-
fusing to compromise on ideas that both Dem-
ocrats and Republicans in the past have sup-
ported.

What they’re counting on now is that you’re
going to be so worn down by all the squab-
bling, so worn down by all the dysfunction that
you’ll just give up, walk away, put them back
into power. 
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Audience members. No!
The President. In other words, Ohio, their

bet is on cynicism. My bet is on you. My fight is
for you.

When the other party has been with me in
that fight, I’ve worked with them. Look, there
have been times when Republicans cooperated
on tax cuts for middle class families and small
businesses. They were Republicans who
helped us repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell”. When
they’re about broadening opportunity and
helping the middle class, we can work togeth-
er. But as long as I’m President, I’ve said I will
work with anybody of any party to move this
country forward. If you want to break the grid-
lock in Congress, you’ll vote for leaders who
feel the same way whether they’re Democrat,
Republican, or Independents.

But I’m not just going to cut a deal that kicks
students off of financial aid or gets rid of fund-
ing for Planned Parenthood or let’s insurance
companies discriminate against people with
preexisting conditions or eliminate health care
for millions on Medicaid who are poor or elder-
ly or disabled. If that’s the price of peace, then
I’m not going to pay that price. That’s not bi-
partisanship. That’s not change. That’s surren-
der to the same status quo that has hurt the
middle class and all those families who are try-
ing to get into the middle class for way too long.

And, Ohio, I’m not ready to give up on the
fight. I’m not ready to give up on the fight to
make sure that the middle class is growing. I’m
not ready to give up on the fight to make sure
every child has opportunity. I hope you aren’t ei-
ther, Ohio. [Applause] I hope you aren’t either.

The folks at the very top in this country, they
don’t need another champion in Washington.
They already have a seat at the table. They’ll al-
ways have access and influence. The people
who need a champion are the Americans
whose letters I read late at night, the men and
women I meet on the campaign trail every day.
The laid-off worker who has gone back to a
community college to retrain for the jobs of the
future, she needs a champion. The restaurant
owner who needs a loan to expand after the
bank turned him down, he needs a champion.
The cooks and the waiters and the cleaning

staff at a hotel, trying to buy a first home or
send their kid to college, they need a champi-
on.

The autoworker who had lost his job, wasn’t
sure the plant would ever reopen, and now is
back in that plant building a car and feeling the
dignity and pride of doing a great job, he needs
a champion. Those kids in inner cities and
small farm towns and the valleys of Ohio, roll-
ing Virginia hills, right here in Hilliard, kids
dreaming of becoming scientists or doctors or
engineers or entrepreneurs and diplomats or
even a President, they need a champion in
Washington.

The future will never have as many lobbyists
as the past does, as the status quo does, as the
vested interests do. But it’s the dreams of those
children that will be our saving grace. It’s the
dreams of those children that move us forward.
That’s what we have to champion.

That’s why I need you, Ohio: to make sure
their voices are heard, to make sure your voic-
es are heard. We’ve come too far to turn back
now. We’ve come too far to grow fainthearted.
It’s time to keep pushing forward: to educate
all our kids and train all our workers, create
new jobs, rebuild our infrastructure, discover
new sources of energy, broaden opportunity,
grow our middle class, restore our democracy
to make sure that no matter who you are or
where you come from, you can make it in
America. That’s what we’re fighting for.

Ohio, I’m asking for your vote. And if you’re
willing to work with me again and knock on
some doors with me and make some phone
calls for me and turn out for me, grab your
friends and neighbors and coworkers, we’ll win
Ohio. We’ll win this election. We’ll reaffirm
the bonds that tie us together. We’ll reaffirm
the spirit that makes the United States of
America the greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless America. Hey!

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. at the
Franklin County Fairgrounds. In his remarks,
he referred to Judith Kamalay, volunteer,
Obama 2012 reelection campaign; and Repub-
lican Presidential nominee W. Mitt Romney. 
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Remarks to an Overflow Crowd at a Campaign Rally in Springfield, Ohio
November 2, 2012

Hello, Wildcats! How’s everybody doing to-
day? You doing good?

Well, listen, I’m not going to give a long
speech here. I just wanted to come by and say
it’s great to see all of you. And as I’m looking
around, there are a lot of you who are too
young to vote, but you’re not too young to
make sure your parents vote. You’re not too
young to tell your uncles and aunties and
grandpas and grandmas to vote, because this is

a big election. And if we win Ohio, we’re going
to win this election.

So I just want to say thank you to all of you.
And I’m going to come shake some hands, all
right. It’s great to see you guys. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:11 p.m. at
Springfield High School. Audio was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Springfield
November 2, 2012

The President. Hello, Ohio! Thank you.
How’s it going, Wildcats? There really are
some wildcats in here. You’re fired up! Are you
fired up? Are you fired up? Fired up?

Can everybody please give Alicia a big round
of applause for the great introduction? It is great
to see all of you! For the past few days——

Audience member. I love you!
The President. I love you back. I do. [Ap-

plause] I do.
For the past few days, all of us have been fo-

cused on one of the worst storms in our life-
time. And everybody in Ohio obviously has
been watching the images on TV. We are so
saddened by those who lost their lives. We can
only imagine what their families are going
through, and our thoughts and prayers are with
them.

I had a call this morning with my emergency
teams, and one of the things that I’ve empha-
sized to everybody on the East Coast: People
all around the country want to send a message,
and that is, we will stand with folks in New
York and New Jersey and Connecticut every
step of the way until they have fully recovered.
That’s a commitment we’re making to them.

When I make those commitments, I don’t
make those commitments just as President. I
make those commitments on behalf of the
American people. And what’s interesting is,
during these kinds of crises, these disasters, as

tough as it is and as sad as it is, we’re also in-
spired, because we see heroes running into
buildings and wading through water to save
their fellow citizens. We see neighbors helping
neighbors cope with tragedy. We see leaders of
different political parties working to fix what’s
broken, not to score political points. We see a
spirit that says no matter how bad a storm is,
no matter how tough times are, we’re going to
make it because we’re all in this together. We
rise or fall as one Nation and as one people.

And that spirit, Ohio, has guided this coun-
try along its improbable journey for more than
two centuries. And it’s also guided us and car-
ried us through the trials and tribulations of
the last 4 years.

In 2008, we were in the middle of two wars
and the worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression. Today, our businesses have creat-
ed nearly 5½ million new jobs, and this morn-
ing we learned that companies hired more
workers in October than at any time in the last
8 months.

The American auto industry is back on top.
Home values, housing starts are on the rise.
We’re less dependent on foreign oil than any
time in the last 20 years. Because of the service
and sacrifice of our brave men and women in
uniform, the war in Iraq is over, the war in Af-
ghanistan is ending, Al Qaida has been deci-
mated, Usama bin Laden is dead.
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So we’re on the move, Ohio. We’ve made
real progress these past 4 years. But the reason
all of you are here today—the reason I’m here
today—is because we know we’ve got more
work to do. As long as there’s a single Ameri-
can who wants a job, but can’t find one, our
work is not done. As long as there are families
working harder, but falling behind, as long as
there’s a child anywhere in this country who is
languishing in poverty, barred from opportuni-
ty, our fight goes on. We are not finished yet.
We’ve got more work to do.

We’re here because we understand this Na-
tion cannot succeed without a growing, thriv-
ing middle class, without sturdy ladders for
folks who are willing hard to get into the mid-
dle class. Our fight goes on because America
has always done best when everybody is getting
a fair shot and everybody is doing their fair
share and everybody plays by the same rules.
That’s what we believe. That’s what you be-
lieve. That’s why you elected me in 2008. And
that’s why I’m running for a second term as
President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, in 4 days, Springfield, 4
days—just 4—4 days for 4 years. In 4 days,
you’ve got a choice to make. It’s not just a
choice between two parties or two candidates,
it’s a choice between two different visions for
America. It’s a choice between going back to
the top-down policies that got us into this mess
or the middle-out, bottom-up strategies that
have gotten us out of this mess and are going to
keep us going.

As Americans, we believe in free enterprise,
and we believe in the strivers and the dreamers
and the risk takers who are the driving force
behind our economy. That’s how we create
growth and prosperity, the greatest the world
has ever known. But we also believe that our
economy does better, our businesses do better,
our entrepreneurs do better, when everybody
has got a chance to succeed, when all our chil-
dren are getting a decent education, when all
our workers are learning new skills, when we
support research in medical breakthroughs and
new technologies.

We believe America is stronger when every-
body can count on affordable health insurance
and Medicare and Social Security, when our
kids are protected from toxic dumping and pol-
lution, when our consumers aren’t being taken
advantage of by credit card companies or mort-
gage lenders.

We believe in a democracy where every-
body’s voice is heard, where you just can’t buy
an election. And we believe in politicians who
understand that there’s some things the Amer-
ican people can do better for themselves, for
example, that politicians in Washington—
mostly men—shouldn’t be controlling health
care choices that women can make perfectly
well for themselves.

For 8 years, we had a President who shared
these beliefs, a guy named Bill Clinton. And so
our beliefs were put to the test. His economic
plan asked the wealthiest Americans to pay a
little bit more so we could continue to invest in
our people, continue to invest in ideas and in-
novation, invest in our infrastructure. And at
the time, the Republican Congress and a Sen-
ate candidate by the name of Mitt Romney——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, no, no, don’t boo, vote.

[Applause] Vote! Voting is the best revenge.
But at the time, Mitt Romney said Bill Clin-

ton’s plan would hurt the economy and kill
jobs. It turns out, his math back then was just
as bad as it is today. Because by the end of
President Clinton’s second term, America had
created 23 million new jobs, and incomes were
up, and poverty was down, and our deficit be-
came the biggest surplus in history. So our
ideas were tried and tested, and they worked.
Their ideas were also tried, and they didn’t
work out so well.

Because remember, in the 8 years after Bill
Clinton left office, they tried this top-down
economics, they tried this you’re-on-your-own
economics. We tried giving big tax cuts to the
wealthiest Americans. We tried giving insur-
ance companies and oil companies and big
Wall Street banks a free license to do whatever
they pleased. We tried it. And what did we get?
We got falling incomes, record deficits, the
slowest job growth in half a century, and we
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ended up with an economic crisis that we’ve
been cleaning up after ever since.

So we tried our ideas; they worked. We tried
their ideas—didn’t work. Now, Governor
Romney, he’s a very gifted salesman. So he’s
been trying in this campaign, as hard as he can,
to repackage these ideas that didn’t work—the
very same policies that did not work—and he’s
trying to pretend that they’re change. Have
you heard him? He’s going around saying, I’m
the candidate of change. Except when you look
at the policies, they’re the same ones that
didn’t work.

Now, the thing is, we know what change
looks like, and what he’s selling ain’t it. Giving
more power to the biggest banks, that’s not
change. Another $5 trillion tax cut that favors
the wealthy is not change. Refusing to answer
questions about the details of your policies un-
til after the election, not change.

Ruling out compromise, pledging to rubber-
stamp the Tea Party agenda in Congress, that’s
not change. That’s exactly what we need to
change. Kind of massaging the facts when
they’re inconvenient to your campaign, that’s
definitely not change. That’s the oldest trick in
the book.

That’s what Governor Romney has been do-
ing these last few weeks. You’ve been seeing it.
Right here in Ohio, folks who work at the Jeep
plant have been having to call up their employ-
ers because they’re worried; they’re asking if
their jobs are being shipped to China. And the
reason they’re worried is because they saw ads
run by Governor Romney saying Jeep plants
were going to be shipping jobs to China. Of
course, it turns out, it’s not true. The car com-
panies themselves have told Governor Romney
to knock it off. [Applause] Knock it off. That’s
what they said.

GM—General Motors said, we think creat-
ing jobs in the United States should be a
source of bipartisan pride. That’s what they
said, and they’re right. I couldn’t agree more.

And I understand Governor Romney has a
tough time here in Ohio because he was
against saving the auto industry. And the auto
industry accounts for one out of eight jobs here
in Ohio. So I get that it’s a problem for him.

But you can’t run away—4 days, 5 days, 6 days
before an election—run away from that posi-
tion, especially when you’re on videotape say-
ing the words, “Let Detroit go bankrupt.” You
said it.

And you can’t try to scare people. Listen,
this is not a game. These are people’s jobs.
These are people’s lives. The auto industry,
they spend a lot of money advertising and
branding and letting folks know that we’re
back and we’re here in America and we’re
making American cars with American workers.
And now, suddenly, you’ve got a guy going out
there saying something that’s not true? You
don’t scare hard-working Americans just to
scare up some votes. That’s not what being
President is about.

When I first made the decision to rescue the
auto industry, some of you don’t remember
this, but it was not very popular. Even in Ohio
and Michigan, it wasn’t popular, but I knew it
was the right thing to do. Betting on American
workers was the right thing to do. Betting on
American ingenuity and know-how and manu-
facturing, that was the right thing to do. And
that bet paid off, and it paid off in Lordstown,
and it paid off in Toledo. They’re creating new
jobs right now, not in China: right here in
Ohio, right here in the United States of Ameri-
ca. It was the right thing to do.

And so, as you think about the choice over
these next 4 days, and when you’re talking to
your friends and your neighbors and your col-
leagues, one of the things that’s important
about electing a President is trust—trust. Is
somebody going to say what they mean and
mean what they say?

After 4 years as President, you know me.
You may not agree with every decision I’ve
made. Sometimes you may have been frustrat-
ed at the pace of change. But you know what I
believe. You know where I stand. You know I
tell the truth. You know I’ll fight for you and
your families every single day as hard as I know
how. That’s why I’m running for a second
term, because I want to fight for you. That’s
why I need your votes, Springfield. That’s why
I need your vote, Ohio.
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And I know what real change looks like, be-
cause I fought for it, right alongside you. And
after all we’ve been through together, we sure
can’t give up now.

Let me tell you about the change we need
over the next 4 years: real change. Real change
is a country where every American has a shot at
a great education. This school that we’re in is
an example of a school that’s making incredible
reforms. The Race to the Top program that we
put together, this is one of the winners of Race
to the Top, right—this school right here.

So we know how to raise standards and re-
cruit great teachers and become more creative
in the classroom. And our kids are going to suc-
ceed. But you can’t tell me that more teachers
won’t help grow our economy. Don’t tell me
that students who can’t afford to college—to
go to college should just borrow more money
from their parents. That wasn’t an option for
me; probably wasn’t an option for a lot of you.

That’s why I want to cut the growth of tu-
ition in half over the next 10 years. That’s why I
want to recruit 100,000 math and science
teachers so our kids don’t fall behind the rest
of the world. That’s why I want to train 2 mil-
lion Americans at our community colleges with
the skills that businesses are looking for right
now. That’s what change is. That’s my plan for
the future. That’s the America we’re fighting
for in this election. Forward.

Change comes when we live up to this coun-
try’s legacy of innovation. The nice thing about
the auto industry, we’re not just building cars
again, we’re building better cars again, more
advanced cars, better technology, cars that by
the middle of the next decade will go twice as
far on a gallon of gas. Today, there are workers
who are building long-lasting batteries and
wind turbines all across the country and right
here in Ohio. These are jobs that didn’t exist 4
years ago.

And I don’t want a Tax Code that subsidizes
oil company profits when oil companies are al-
ready making a lot of money, I want to support
the clean energy jobs of tomorrow. I want to
support the new technology that is going to cut
our oil imports in half by 2020. I don’t want a
Tax Code that rewards companies that are

shipping jobs overseas, I want to reward com-
panies that are taking root right here in Spring-
field, Ohio; right here—[applause]—right here
in Lordstown, in Toledo, in Youngstown.

I am confident about a renaissance, a resur-
gence of American manufacturing. And that’s
good for the entire economy. That’s the future
I see for this country, making stuff again, sell-
ing it all around the world, products stamped
with three proud words: Made in America.

Change—real change—is turning the page
on a decade of war so we can do some nation-
building here at home. As long as I’m Com-
mander in Chief, we’ll pursue our enemies
with the strongest military the world’s ever
known. But it’s time we used some of the sav-
ings from ending the war to pay down our
debt, rebuild America, put folks back to work
right now repairing roads and bridges, schools
all across this country.

And let’s put our veterans back to work, be-
cause anybody who’s served us, protected us,
fought for our freedom should not have to fight
for a job when they come home. That should
be our priority. That’s my plan to keep us
strong. That’s my commitment to them. That’s
what’s at stake in this election.

You want to talk about real change? Let’s
talk about how we reduce our deficit in a bal-
anced and responsible way. I signed a trillion
dollars’ worth of spending cuts; I’m ready to do
more. I will work with Democrats and Repub-
licans. But if we’re serious about reducing the
deficit, we’ve also got to ask folks like me, the
wealthiest Americans in the country, to go
back to paying taxes at the same rate when Bill
Clinton was in office.

Millionaires and billionaires, they’re not go-
ing to be going to the poorhouse because they
paid a slightly higher tax rate. They’ll be fine.
And if we’re going to be serious about reducing
the deficit, you’ve got to make choices. You
can’t just reduce the deficit on the backs of the
middle class, on the backs of the poor.

As long as I’m President, I’m not going to
turn Medicare into a voucher just to pay for an-
other millionaire’s tax cut. I’m not going to
make it more expensive for young people to go
to college just to pay for another millionaire’s
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tax cut. I’m not going to eliminate investments
in research and science that are the key to our
future just to pay for a millionaire’s tax cut.
That’s not who we are. Those aren’t the right
priorities. That’s not real change.

We know what real change is. We know
what the future requires, and we also know it’s
not going to be easy. I talked about this in
2008; some people forgot. But in 2008, I said
back then, when I talk about change that we
can believe in, I’m not just talking about
changing Presidents or changing parties, I’m
talking about changing our politics.

I ran the last time and I’m running this time,
because the voices of the American people—
your voices—had been shut out of our democ-
racy for way too long: by lobbyists and special
interests and politicians who will do whatever
it takes to just keep things the way they are—
the protectors of the status quo. And over the
last 4 years, the status quo in Washington, they
fought us every step of the way on everything
we wanted to do. They spent millions of dollars
trying to stop us from reforming health care,
millions of dollars trying to stop us from re-
forming Wall Street. They engineered a strate-
gy of gridlock in Washington, refusing to com-
promise on anything, even on ideas that both
Democrats and Republicans had supported in
the past.

And what they’re counting on now is that
you’re going to be so fed up, so worn down
with all the squabbling in Washington, so tired
of all the dysfunction, that you’ll just give up,
just walk away, and leave them to make the de-
cisions. They’re betting on cynicism. Ohio, I’m
betting on you. I’m betting on you. I’m betting
on the decency and good sense of the Ameri-
can people, the folks I meet all across Ohio and
all across this country.

And that doesn’t mean that this is just a
Democratic thing. When the other party has
been with me to help middle class families, I
loved working with them. We cut taxes for
middle class families and small businesses;
some of them cooperated. When we came to-
gether to repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell,” there
were some courageous Republican Senators
who stood up. I appreciate that. I will work

with anybody of any party to move this country
forward. And if you really want to break the
gridlock in Congress, then you’d better vote for
leaders who feel the same way, whether they
are Democrats or Republicans or Indepen-
dents. You’d better work for folks who are put-
ting people first, not the next election first.

But I want everybody to be clear: There are
still going to be some struggles and some
fights. Look, I’m a very nice guy, people will
tell you. [Laughter] I really am. But if the price
of peace in Washington is cutting deals that
kicks students off of financial aid or getting rid
of funding for Planned Parenthood or let insur-
ance companies discriminate against people
with preexisting conditions or eliminate health
care for millions of folks on Medicaid who are
elderly or disabled or poor, I’m not going to
make that deal. I’ll fight against that deal.
That’s a price I’m not willing to pay. That’s not
bipartisanship. That’s not change. That’s sur-
render to a status quo that has hurt too many
American families. And I’m not going along
with it. [Applause] I’m not going along with it.

I am a long ways away from giving up on this
fight. I’ve got a lot of fight left in me.

Audience member. You’re not too tired?
The President. I don’t get tired. I don’t grow

weary. I hope you aren’t tired either, Ohio.
Audience members. No!
The President. I hope you aren’t tired either.
The folks at the very top in this country, they

don’t need another champion in Washington.
They’ve got lobbyists. They’ve got PACs.
They’ve always got a seat at the table. They’ll
always have access. They’ll always have influ-
ence in Congress. The people who need a
champion are the Americans whose letters I
read every night, the men and women I meet
on the campaign trail every day. The laid-off
furniture worker who decides to go back to a
community college and retrain at the age of 55,
she needs a champion. The restaurant owner
who needs a loan to expand after the bank
turned him down, he needs a champion. The
cooks and the waiters and the cleaning staff
working overtime in some Vegas hotel, trying
to save enough to buy a first home or send
their kids to college, they need a champion.
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The autoworker who was laid off and never
thought he’d go back to the line again and then
suddenly was called back in and is now build-
ing a great car, filling him with pride and digni-
ty, he needs a champion. 

All those kids in inner cities and small farm
towns and the rolling Virginia hills or the val-
leys of Ohio, right here in Springfield—kids
dreaming of becoming doctors and scientists,
engineers and entrepreneurs and diplomats
and maybe even a President—they need a
champion in Washington. Because they’re our
future. And the future will never have as many
lobbyists as the status quo, but those children
are our saving grace. That’s what we’re fighting
for.

That’s what we’re fighting for. And that’s
why I need you, Ohio: to make sure their voic-
es are heard, to make sure your voices are
heard. We’ve come too far to turn back now.
We’ve come too far to grow fainthearted. Now
is the time to keep pushing. Now is the time to
keep pushing forward: to educate all our kids
and train all our workers and to create new

jobs and rebuild our infrastructure, discover
new sources of energy, broaden opportunity,
grow our middle class, restore our democracy,
and make sure that no matter what you look
like or where you come from or how you start-
ed out, you can make it in America if you try.
That’s what we’re fighting for. That’s why I
need your vote.

And if you’re willing to work with me and
knock on some doors with me and make some
phone calls with me and turn out with me,
we’ll win Ohio. We’ll win this election. We’ll
renew those bonds that tie us together as a
people. We’ll reaffirm that spirit that makes
the United States of America the greatest na-
tion on Earth.

God bless you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. at the
Springfield High School Athletic Complex. In
his remarks, he referred to Springfield, OH,
resident Alicia Mitchell; and Republican Presi-
dential nominee W. Mitt Romney. 

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Lima, Ohio
November 2, 2012

The President. Hello, Ohio! Hello, Spartans!
Can everybody please give John a big round of
applause for that great introduction? Let’s give
it up for your former Governor, our friend,
Ted Strickland.

It is good to be in Lima. It’s good to be here.
Good to be back. I have missed you guys. I
hadn’t been here in a while.

Obviously, for the past few days, all of us
have been focused on what’s been happening
on the East Coast in one of the worst storms in
our lifetime. A lot of people died, and our
hearts go out to the families. They’re in our
thoughts and prayers.

And I was in Jersey a couple of days ago. I’ve
been talking to the Governors and the mayors
every day over the last week, and what I’ve
been telling them is, it’s not just me, it’s the en-
tire country, including the people of Ohio, who
stand with them. We are going to stand with
the people of New York, stand with the people

of New Jersey, stand with the people of Con-
necticut, stand with the people of West Virgin-
ia every step of the way. We will not stop until
we have rebuilt. That’s what we’re going to do.
[Applause] That’s what we’re going to do.

And the interesting thing is when you go
through something like this, when you see a
crisis of this proportion, it’s terrible, and it’s
sad, but you also are inspired by what you see:
by heroes running into buildings and wading
through water to save others; neighbors help-
ing neighbors cope with tragedy; leaders of dif-
ferent political parties working to fix what’s
broken, instead of trying to figure out how to
score political points. It’s a spirit that says no
matter how bad the storm is, no matter how
tough times may get, we always bounce back.
We’re all in this together, as one Nation and as
one people.

That spirit has guided this country along its
improbable journey for more than two centuries.
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And it’s what’s carried us through the trials and
tribulations of the last 4 years. Remember, in
2008, we were in the middle of two wars and the
worst economic crisis since the Great Depres-
sion. Today, our businesses have created nearly
5½ million new jobs, and this morning we
learned that companies hired more workers in
October than at any time in the last 8 months.

Home values are on the rise. Housing con-
struction is moving up. We’re less dependent
on foreign oil than at any time in the last 20
years. Because of the service and sacrifice of
our brave men and women in uniform, the war
in Iraq is over, the war in Afghanistan is com-
ing to a close, Al Qaida has been decimated,
and Usama bin Laden is dead.

Oh, oh, oh, and one more thing: An Ameri-
can auto industry that had been written off is
back on top of the world.

So we’ve made real progress these last 4
years. But, Ohio, we’re here because we know
we’ve got more work to do. As long as there is a
single American who wants a job and can’t find
one, as long as there are families who are work-
ing harder and harder, but falling behind, as
long as there’s a child somewhere in Lima or
anywhere in Ohio or anywhere in the country
who is languishing in poverty and barred from
opportunity, then our fight goes on. Our work
is not yet done.

Our fight goes on because we know that this
Nation cannot succeed without a growing and
thriving middle class. Our fight goes on be-
cause America always does best, always thrives
when everybody gets a fair shot, when every-
body is doing their fair share, when everybody
is playing by the same rules. That’s what we
believe, that’s why you elected me in 2008, and
that’s why I’m running for a second term as
President.

Do I—did I hear some drums back there?
We’ve got the band right here. I like that.
[Laughter] Everybody give it up for the band.

Now, Ohio, in 4 days, you’ve got a choice to
make. It’s not just a choice between two candi-
dates or two parties, it’s a choice about two dif-
ferent visions for America. It’s a choice be-
tween a return to the top-down economic poli-
cies that almost crashed our economy or a fu-

ture that’s build on a strong and growing
middle class.

When we talk about the economy—I want
everybody to be clear—we honor the entrepre-
neurs, the small-businesspeople, the strivers,
the dreamers, the risk takers. They’re the force
behind our free enterprise system, and that
free enterprise system is the greatest engine or
grown and prosperity the world’s ever known.

But we also believe that the market works,
our economy grows, jobs are created, people
succeed when we give everybody a good edu-
cation, we give everybody the chance to learn
new skills. when we invest in research and
medical breakthroughs and new technologies.

We believe America is stronger when every-
body can count on affordable health insurance,
when everybody can count on Medicare and
Social Security, when there are rules to protect
our kids from pollution, when there are rule in
place to protect consumers from being taken
advantage of by credit card companies or mort-
gage lenders.

We believe that our democracy works best
when everybody has a voice. And we believe
that politicians need to know that they should
focus on creating jobs and growing the econo-
my, but they don’t need to control health care
choices that women can make for themselves.
All right?

And here’s the thing, Lima, for 8 years, we
had a President who shared our beliefs; his
name was Bill Clinton. And his economic plan
asked the wealthiest to pay a little bit more so
we could reduce our deficit and invest in the
skills and ideas of our people. And you know
what, at the time, Republicans in Congress and
a Senate candidate by the name of Mitt Rom-
ney said Bill Clinton’s plan would hurt the
economy and kill jobs. Sound familiar? It turns
out his math was just as bad back then as it is
today. [Laughter] Because by the end of Presi-
dent Clinton’s second term, America had cre-
ated 23 million new jobs, incomes were up,
poverty was down, our deficit became the big-
gest surplus in history.

So, Ohio, we’ve tried our ideas, and they
worked. [Applause] They worked. We tried the
other folks’ ideas; they don’t work. Because we
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tried those for the 8 years before I took office,
we tried their ideas. We tried giving big tax
cuts to the wealthiest Americans. We tried giv-
ing insurance companies and oil companies
and Wall Street a free license to do whatever
they pleased. And what did we get? We got
falling incomes, record deficits, the slowest job
growth in half a century, and an economic cri-
sis that we’ve been cleaning up after ever
since.

So our ideas work; their ideas don’t. Our
ideas help the middle class; their ideas squeeze
the middle class. Our ideas are responsible for
reducing the deficit; their ideas are responsible
for raising it.

Now, Governor Romney is a very talented
salesman. And in this campaign, he’s tried as
hard as he can to repackage these bad ideas
and offer them up as change. He says sudden-
ly—now suddenly, he’s the candidate of
change. [Laughter] But we know what change
looks like, and what he’s trying to sell, that ain’t
it. [Applause] It ain’t it.

Giving more power to the biggest banks,
that’s not change. Another $5 trillion tax cut
that favors the wealthy, not change. Refusing
to answer questions about the details of your
policies until after the election, not change.
That’s the oldest trick in the book.

Ruling out compromise, pledging to rubber-
stamp the Tea Party’s agenda in Congress, not
change. Trying to change the facts when
they’re inconvenient to your political cam-
paign, that’s definitely not change. That’s what
Governor Romney has been doing these last
few weeks.

Right here in Ohio—John talked about
this—folks who work at Jeep plants have been
calling their employers. They’re all worried:
Are we losing our jobs? Are our jobs being
shipped to China? And then their bosses are
having to say, what are you talking about? And
the reason they’re worried is because Governor
Romney is running an ad that says so. The
problem is, it’s not true. The car companies
themselves have said, no, we’re adding jobs
here in Ohio; we’re hiring workers, putting in a
new plant, new equipment. The head of GM
said creating jobs in the United States should

be a source of bipartisan pride. I couldn’t agree
more.

Look, I understand Governor Romney has
had a tough time here in Ohio because he was
against saving the auto industry. And it’s hard
to run away from a position when you’re on
videotape saying, “Let Detroit go bankrupt.”
But you’ve got to own what you say. This isn’t a
game. These are people’s jobs at stake. These
are people’s lives. Companies like GM and
Chrysler, they put a lot of time and effort and
money into building up their brand, and letting
Americans know that the American auto indus-
try is back. And we don’t want suddenly a
bunch of ads saying stuff that’s not true. You
don’t scare hard-working Americans just to
scare up some votes. That’s not what being
President is all about.

When I made the decision to rescue the au-
to industry, it wasn’t popular, even here in
Ohio.

Audience member. It was to me! [Laughter]
The President. But I knew it was the right

thing to do. Betting on American workers was
the right thing to do. Betting on American in-
genuity and know-how, that was the right thing
to do. And that paid off in Lordstown, in Tole-
do, where companies are creating new auto
jobs, not in China: right here in Ohio, right
here in the United States of America.

So the thing is here, as you make this choice,
as you talk to your friends or your neighbors,
you got to remind them one of the things
you’re choosing is about an issue of trust. After
4 years as President, you know me. You may
not agree with every decision I’ve made. You
may be frustrated sometimes at the pace of
change. But you know that I say what I mean
and I mean what I say. You know what I be-
lieve. You know where I stand. You know I tell
the truth. And you know I fight for working
families every single day as hard as I know
how.

So when I tell you I know what real change
looks like, I know, because I’ve got the scars to
prove it. I fought for it. And you guys have
been there with me. And after all we’ve been
through together, we can’t give up now. We
cannot give up now.
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So let me tell you about change over the
next 4 years. Change is a country where every
young American has a shot at a good educa-
tion. That’s not just the government’s job. Par-
ents, we’ve got to parent. Students, you got to
study. But don’t tell me that hiring more teach-
ers won’t help grow this economy. Don’t tell
me that students who can’t afford college
should just borrow money from their parents.
That wasn’t an option for me; it probably
wasn’t an option for a whole lot of you.

That’s why I want to cut the growth of tu-
ition in half over the next 10 years. That’s why I
want to recruit 100,000 math and science
teachers so our kids don’t fall behind the rest
of the world. I want to train 2 million Ameri-
cans at our community colleges with the skills
that businesses are looking for right now.
That’s how you grow an economy. That’s how
you create jobs. Educate folks, make sure
we’ve got the best workers in the world. That’s
what will attract more companies to want to
start here and stay here. That’s what change is.
That’s what we’re fighting for in this election.

Change comes when we live up to this coun-
try’s legacy of innovation. We’re not just build-
ing cars again, we’re building better cars. I was
talking to John backstage. The cars we’re
building now are better. They’re smarter, more
durable, and these are cars that, by the middle
of the next decade, will go twice as far on a gal-
lon of gas, which by the way, that saves your
money; that saves you money, but it also makes
us more energy independent. That’s good for
our national security; it’s good for our environ-
ment.

Today, there are thousands of workers here
in Ohio and all across the country building
long-lasting batteries, building wind turbines,
building clean energy sources for the future. I
don’t want to subsidize oil company profits
when they’re making money hand over fist. I
want to support the energy jobs of tomorrow,
the advanced manufacturing of tomorrow. I
want to cut our oil imports in half. I want that
work done here in America. I want to reward
companies for creating jobs here in Ohio. I
want to reward companies to create the next
generation of manufacturing here in America,

making products stamped with the words
“Made in America,” with American workers.
That’s what we’re fighting for. That’s the fu-
ture I see for this country.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years! 

The President. Change—real change—is turn-
ing the page on a decade of war so we can do
some nation-building here at home. Now, as long
as I’m Commander in Chief, we will pursue our
enemies with the strongest military the world’s
ever known. But it’s time to use the savings from
ending the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to pay
down our debt, to rebuild America. Let’s put
workers back to work right now, repairing roads
and bridges, making sure our schools are state of
the art all across this country.

And let’s focus on our veterans as they come
home, because anybody who fights for our
freedom shouldn’t have to fight for a job or a
roof over their heads when they come home.

That’s my commitment to our veterans, but
that’s also what’s going to keep us strong. And
that’s what’s at stake in this election.

Change is a future where we reduce our
deficit, but we do it in a balanced, responsible
way. And I’ve cut a trillion dollars’ worth of
spending; I intend to do more. But if we’re se-
rious about the deficit and we also want to
make sure we’re still helping kids go to school,
investing in basic research that creates new
products and new jobs, making sure that our
roads are straight, that we’ve got cutting-edge
infrastructure all across the country, that we’re
sending broadband lines into rural communi-
ties; if we’re going to make sure we’re compet-
itive, then we can’t just cut our way to prosper-
ity. We’ve also got to ask the wealthiest Ameri-
cans to go back to the tax rates they were pay-
ing when Bill Clinton was in office.

And let me tell you, I will be fine without a
tax cut. I really would. Mitt Romney will defi-
nitely be fine without a tax cut. [Laughter]
Don’t need it. And as long as I’m President,
I’m not going to turn Medicare into a voucher
just to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut. I’m
not going to make young people pay more to
go to college just for a tax cut for me or Mitt
Romney.
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So, Lima, we know what change is. We
know what the future requires. And by the
way, we know it’s not going to be easy. These
last 4 years we had to fight, and it’s never going
to be easy. We talked about this in 2008. When
I ran in 2008, I wasn’t just talking about chang-
ing Presidents; I wasn’t just talking about
changing parties. I was talking about changing
our politics.

I ran because the voices of the American
people—your voices—had been shut out of
our democracy for way too long: by lobbyists
and special interests, by politicians who will do
whatever it takes and say whatever it takes to
keep things just the way they are, protectors of
the status quo. And over the last 4 years, the
status quo in Washington has fought us every
step of the way. 

They spent millions to try to stop us from re-
forming health care, spent millions trying to
stop us from reforming Wall Street, spent mil-
lions trying to stop us from reforming our stu-
dent loan programs. They engineered a strate-
gy of gridlock in Congress, refusing to compro-
mise even on ideas that they used to support.

And what they’re counting on now is that
you’re going to be so fed up, so worn down by
all the squabbling, all the arguing in Washing-
ton, so tired of all the dysfunction, that you’re
just going to give up, walk away, and let them
go ahead and keep their power.

Audience members. No!
The President. No? No. 
Audience members. No!
The President. In other words, they’re bet-

ting on cynicism. Ohio, my bet is on you. My
bet is on hope. My bet is on the decency and
goodness of the American people. And my
fight is for you.

Look, I would love to see peace and cooper-
ation in Washington. I’d love it. It would make
my life easier. [Laughter] And when the other
party has been with me to help middle class
families, to help working families, I’ve worked
with them happily. Like when we cut taxes for
middle class families and small businesses,
some of them supported me. When we came
together to repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell,” some

courageous Republican Senators supported
that.

I will work with anybody of any party to
move this country forward. And if you want to
break the gridlock in Congress, you’re going to
vote for leaders who feel the same way—
whether they’re Democrats, Republicans, or
Independents—people who are willing to put
people first instead of putting elections first.

But if the price of peace in Washington is
cutting deals that kick students off of financial
aid or getting rid of funding for Planned Par-
enthood or let insurance companies discrimi-
nate against people with preexisting conditions
or eliminate health care for millions on Medic-
aid who are poor or elderly or disabled, I’m not
going with that.

That’s too high a price to pay. That’s not bi-
partisanship. That’s not change. That’s just sur-
rendering to the same status quo that’s hurt
middle class families for way too long. And I
don’t know about you, Ohio, but I’m not ready
to give up on the fight. I may have gotten gray-
er, but I’m still determined. I’m determined to
help working families all across Ohio. I’m de-
termined to build ladders of opportunity for
folks who are having a hard time, but want to
get into that middle class.

And I hope you’re not tired either.
Audience members. No!
The President. I hope you’re not weary.
Audience members. No! 
The folks at the very top in this country, they

don’t need another champion in Washington.
They’ll always have a seat at the table. They’ll
always have access; they’ll always have influ-
ence. We understand that. But the people who
really need a champion are the Americans
whose letters I read late at night, the men and
women I meet on the campaign trail every day. 

The laid-off furniture worker who’s retrain-
ing at the age of 55 for a new career at a com-
munity college, she needs a champion. The
restaurant owner who needs a loan to expand
after the bank turned him down, he needs a
champion. The cooks and the waiters and the
cleaning staff working overtime in some Vegas
hotel, trying to save enough to buy a first home
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or send their kid to college, they need a cham-
pion.

The autoworker who was laid off and
thought the plant would never reopen and
now is back on the job filled with pride and
dignity, building a great car, he needs a cham-
pion.

All those kids, all the kids in inner cities
and small farm towns—Black, White, His-
panic, Asian, Native American, gay, straight,
able, disabled—kids all across this country, in
rolling hills in Virginia or in the valleys of
Ohio or right here in Lima, kids dreaming of
becoming scientists or doctors, engineers or
entrepreneurs, diplomats or even a Presi-
dent, they need a champion in Washington.
They need somebody fighting for them be-
cause the future is theirs, but they’ll never
have lobbyists in Washington working for
them, they need a President who is working
for them. They need a President who is fight-
ing for them.

And that’s why I need you, Ohio: to make
sure their voices are heard, to make sure your
voices are heard. We’ve come too far to turn
back now. We’ve come too far to let our hearts
grow faint. Now is the time to keep pushing
forward: to educate all our kids, to train all our

workers, to create new jobs, rebuild our infra-
structure, discover new sources of energy,
broaden opportunity, grow our middle class,
restore our democracy, and to make sure that
no matter who you are or what you look like or
where you come from, what your last name is,
where you started, no matter what, you can
make it in America if you try.

Ohio, that’s why I need your vote. And if
you’re willing to work with me and knock on
some doors with me and make some phone
calls with me and turn out to the polls with me,
we’ll win this election. We’ll win Ohio. We’ll
strengthen the bonds between our people. And
we’ll refer—we’ll reaffirm the spirit that makes
the United States of America the greatest na-
tion on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America. Now let’s go vote!

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:03 p.m. at Li-
ma Senior High School. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to John Paradore, president, Lima-Troy
Area United Auto Workers-CAP Council; Re-
publican Presidential nominee W. Mitt Rom-
ney; and Greg Martin, spokesman, General
Motors Co.

Memorandum on Directing a Transfer of Ultra-Low Sulfur Diesel Oil From
the Northeast Home Heating Oil Reserve to the Department of Defense for
Disbursement to Communities Affected by Hurricane Sandy
November 2, 2012

Memorandum for the Secretary of Energy

Subject: Finding a severe energy supply inter-
ruption exists as a result of Hurricane Sandy
and directing a transfer of ultra-low sulfur die-
sel oil (ULSD) from the Northeast Home
Heating Oil Reserve (the “Reserve”) to the
Department of Defense for disbursement to
communities affected by Hurricane Sandy 

Hurricane Sandy struck the East Coast on
October 29, causing severe damage to the petro-
leum refining and distribution sector—including

pipelines, refineries, bulk terminals, and ports.
Product deliveries already lost, as well as de-
mand increases as retail systems are restored,
require that replacement volumes be made
available immediately. The transfer of ULSD to
the Department of Defense and the use and dis-
tribution of that fuel has the potential to provide
immediate relief to the affected region.

Based on the advice of the Secretary of En-
ergy and on other information on the impact
of Hurricane Sandy on supply and distribu-
tion channels, I find that a severe energy sup-
ply interruption exists and direct the Secre-
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tary of Energy to transfer ULSD from the Re-
serve to the Department of Defense for use in
emergency operations and support to the re-
gion affected by Hurricane Sandy. If the Sec-
retary of Energy determines the circumstanc-
es leading to this memorandum no longer
support continuation of the transfer, he is au-

thorized to cancel that action in whole or in
part.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this memorandum.

The President’s Weekly Address
November 3, 2012

This weekend, millions of our fellow Ameri-
cans are still picking up the pieces from one of
the worst storms in our history.

I toured New Jersey on Wednesday with
Governor Christie and witnessed some of the
terrible devastation first hand. It’s heartbreak-
ing. Families have lost loved ones. Entire com-
munities have been wiped away. Even some of
the first-responders, who repeatedly put them-
selves in harm’s way to bravely save the lives of
others, have suffered losses of their own.

Today I ask everyone to keep them in your
prayers. And as President, I promise them this:
Your country will be there for you for as long as
it takes to recover and rebuild.

Throughout the week, I’ve been in constant
contact with Governors and mayors in the af-
fected areas, who are doing an excellent job in
extraordinarily difficult circumstances. And we
owe the first-responders and National Guards-
men who have been working around the clock
our deepest gratitude.

Our number-one concern has been making
sure the affected States and communities have
everything they need to respond to and recover
from this storm.

From the earliest hours, I ordered that re-
sources be made available to States in the path
of the storm as soon as they needed them. And I
instructed my team not to let redtape and bu-
reaucracy get in the way of solving problems, es-
pecially when it came to making sure local utili-
ties could restore power as quickly as possible.

Before the storm hit, FEMA prestaged
emergency response teams from North Caroli-
na to Maine and deployed resources like food,
water, and generators up and down the coast.
As the storm passed, thousands of FEMA per-

sonnel were on the ground responding to those
in need. And by midweek, the Department of
Defense was ready to fly in cargo planes that
could be loaded with trucks and equipment to
help local power companies get up and run-
ning faster.

But recovery will still be a long, hard road
for many communities. There’s a lot of work
ahead.

If you’ve been directly impacted by this storm
and need temporary assistance getting back on
your feet, you can call 1–800–621–FEMA,
1–800–621–FEMA, or apply at disasterassis-
tance.gov. If you know folks who are still without
power, please spread the word and let them
know.

And if you don’t live in an affected area and
want to help, supporting the Red Cross is the
best and fastest way.

This week, we have been humbled by na-
ture’s destructive power. But we’ve been in-
spired as well. For when the storm was darkest,
the heroism of our fellow citizens shone bright-
est: the nurses and doctors at NYU Medical
Center who evacuated fragile newborns, carry-
ing some down several flights of stairs; the fire-
fighters in Queens who battled an inferno from
flooded streets and rescued people from an
apartment building by boat; the Coast Guard
crews from North Carolina who saved a sinking
ship in stormy seas and their rescue swimmer
who, when he reached those in need, said, “I’m
Dan, and I hear you guys need a ride.”

That’s who we are. We’re Americans, and
when times are tough, we’re tougher. We put
others first. We go that extra mile. We open
our hearts and our homes to one another, as
one American family. We recover, we rebuild,



Nov. 3 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

1712

we come back stronger, and together, we will
do that once more. 

Thanks. God bless you, and God bless
America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 7 p.m. on October 31 in the Map Room

at the White House for broadcast on Novem-
ber 3. In the address, the President referred to
PO Daniel Todd, USCG, rescue swimmer.
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 2, but
was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on No-
vember 3.

Remarks at Federal Emergency Management Agency Headquarters
November 3, 2012

Well, listen, I just completed not only a
meeting with our team here at FEMA and all
of our Cabinet officers who are involved in the
recovery process along the East Coast, but we
also had a conference call with the Governors
of Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey, as
well as many of the municipalities who have
been directly affected by this crisis and this
tragedy.

We still have a long way to go to make sure
that the people of New Jersey, Connecticut,
New York, and some of the surrounding areas
get their basic needs taken care of and that we
start moving back to normalcy.

A couple of things that we’ve emphasized:
Number one, that it is critical for us to get
power back on as quickly as possible. And just
to give people an example of the kind of work
we’re doing, the military, DOD, thanks to the
work of Leon and others, have been able to get
military transport facilities to move cherry
pickers and personnel from as far away as Cali-
fornia to get that equipment into the area so
that we can start getting some of the power
back on as quickly as possible. It is a painstak-
ing process, but we’re making progress.

Number two, we’re getting assets in to
pump as much water out as possible. Lower
Manhattan obviously is a particularly acute ex-
ample, but there are problems with flooding
that are affecting substations throughout the
region. That’s going to continue to be a top pri-
ority.

Number three, making sure that people’s
basic needs are taken care of. As we start see-
ing the weather get a little bit colder, people
can’t be without power for long periods of
time, without heat for long periods of time.

And so what we’re doing is starting to shift to
identify where we can have temporary housing
outside of shelters so people can get some
sense of normalcy. They can have a hot meal;
they can have the capacity to take care of their
families as their homes are being dealt with.

Number four, debris removal, still important.
Number five, making sure that the National
Guard and other Federal assets are in place to
help with getting the transportation systems
back up and running, that’s going to be critical.

What I told the Governors and the mayors is
what I’ve been saying to my team from the
start of this event, and that is, we don’t have
any patience for bureaucracy, we don’t have
any patience for redtape, and we want to make
sure that we are figuring out a way to get to
yes, as opposed to no, when it comes to these
problems.

The other thing I emphasize, though, is that
it is much easier for us to respond if we know
what these problems are out in these areas, so
if everybody can help publicize the number
800–621–FEMA, 800–621–FEMA, then indi-
viduals can register with FEMA and immedi-
ately get the assistance that they need.

And so the more that folks in New Jersey,
New York, and Connecticut understand that
there are a lot of resources available for them,
not just with respect to housing, but also with
respect to childcare, medicine, a whole range
of support, then we want to make sure that
they contact us as soon as possible if they’re in
distress, because help is available.

Let me just close by saying this: Obviously,
we’ve now seen that after the initial search and
rescue, the recovery process is difficult, and it’s
painful. But the Governors at the local level—
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Governors Christie, Cuomo, and Malloy—they
are working around the clock; their teams are
working around the clock. We are incredibly
grateful to the heroism and hard work of our
first-responders, many of whom themselves
have had their homes flooded out. Our hearts
continue to go out to those families who have
been affected and who have actually lost loved
ones; that’s obviously heartbreaking.

But I’m confident that we can continue to
make progress, as long as State, local, and Feder-
al officials stay focused. And I can assure you ev-
erybody on this team, everybody sitting around
the table, has made this a number-one priority
and this continues to be my number-one priority.

There’s nothing more important than us get-
ting this right. And we’re going to spend as

much time, effort, and energy as is necessary to
make sure that all the people in New York,
New Jersey, and Connecticut know that the
entire country is behind them in this difficult
recovery effort. We are going to put not just
100 percent, but 120 percent behind making
sure that they get the resources they need to
rebuild and recover.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
8:55 a.m. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Dannel P. Malloy of Connecticut; Gov. An-
drew M. Cuomo of New York; Gov. Christo-
pher J. Christie of New Jersey; and Secretary
of Defense Leon E. Panetta. 

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Mentor, Ohio
November 3, 2012

The President. Hello, Ohio! Hello, Cardinals!
The—let me begin by just saying how grate-

ful I am for Kevin for that great introduction,
but also how proud I am of Erin and her sisters
and their whole family. Give them a big round
of applause. There they are right there.

Now, the only thing I have to say is, is that
Erin—she was pretty excited about meeting
me, but she saw Justin Bieber the other day—
[laughter]—so I’m, like, the second most excit-
ing person she’s met in the last few days.
[Laughter]

My understanding also is that this band right
here just won the State championship. Best
band in Ohio right here! In the house! Con-
gratulations. And the football team is in its first
playoff game tonight. So the Cardinals got a lot
going on right now.

And despite all that, the fact that you guys
still came out I’m grateful for, so thank you. 

Now, for the past several days, all of us have
been focused on one of the worst hurricanes in
our lifetimes. And each day, I’ve been getting
on calls with mayors and Governors, county of-
ficials, just trying to make sure that people are
getting help. And I tell them that the entire
country is behind them. We mourn those who
were lost. We will walk with the people whose

lives have been upended by the storm every
step of the way in this long, hard road for re-
covery. And I hope everybody is out there—I
hope everybody understands this will be a—
not just a couple of weeks, but it’s going to be
months of recovery for a lot of these families.
So those of you who can still help out through
the Red Cross, please do so. And for the first-
responders who are here today, it’s just a re-
minder of how important you are, because
when you see our firefighters, our police offi-
cers, our EMS folks out there every single day
working, it’s amazing.

And so, despite this tragedy, we’ve also been
inspired by what we’ve seen over the last sever-
al days, over the last week. You see heroes run-
ning into buildings, wading into water to help
their fellow citizens; neighbors helping neigh-
bors cope with tragedy; leaders of different po-
litical parties working together to fix what’s
broken. It’s a spirit that says no matter how bad
a storm is, no matter how tough times are,
we’re all in this together. We rise or fall as one
Nation and as one people.

And that spirit has guided this country along
its improbable journey for more than two cen-
turies. It’s carried us through the trials and
tribulations of the last 4 years.
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Remember, in 2008, we were in the middle
of two wars and the worst economic crisis since
the Great Depression. Today, our businesses
have created nearly 5½ million new jobs. The
auto industry is back on top. Home values are
on the rise. We’re less dependent on foreign
oil than any time in the last 20 years. Because
of the service and the sacrifice of our brave
men and women in uniform, the war in Iraq is
over, the war in Afghanistan is winding down,
Al Qaida is on the run, and Usama bin Laden is
dead.

So we’ve made real progress these past 4
years. But, Ohio, we’re here today because we
all know we’ve got more work to do.

Audience member. We love you, Mr. Presi-
dent!

The President. I love you back. And we’ve
got more work to do.

As long as there’s a single American who
wants a job and still can’t find work, as long as
there are families who are working harder and
harder but are still falling behind, as long as
there’s a child anywhere in this country who’s
languishing in poverty or barred from opportu-
nity, we’ve got more work to do.

Our fight goes on. Our fight goes on because
we know that—we know this country can’t
thrive, can’t succeed without a growing, strong
middle class. Our fight goes on because Ameri-
ca is always at its best when everybody gets a
fair shot and everybody’s doing their fair share
and everybody’s playing by the same rules.
That’s what we believe. That’s why you elected
me in 2008. And that’s why I’m running for a
second term as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, in 4 days, you have a
choice to make, although here in Ohio, there’s
early vote, so you could make it right after you
leave here. It’s not just a choice between two
candidates or two parties. It’s a choice about
two different visions for America. It’s a choice
between going back to the top-down policies
that crashed our economy, or a future that’s
built on a strong and growing middle class.

When you think about the history of our
economy, we’ve always honored the entrepre-

neurs and the small-businessmen, the strivers,
the dreamers, the risk takers; they’re the driv-
ing force behind our free enterprise system,
and that’s the greatest engine of growth and
prosperity the world’s ever known. But we also
believe that in this country, our businesses do
well, markets do well when everybody is given
a shot; when they have a chance, everybody, to
get a decent education and learn new skills;
when we support research into medical break-
throughs or new technologies.

We believe America is stronger when every-
body can count on affordable health insurance
and Medicare and Social Security. We think
America is stronger when there are rules—
some rules in place to protect our kids from
toxic dumping, to protect consumers from be-
ing taken advantage of by unscrupulous credit
card companies or mortgage lenders. We think
that Washington has a role to play in making
sure that we’re creating great infrastructure—
roads and bridges—in our country, so that we
can move products and services everywhere.

And then we also believe there are some
things Washington doesn’t need to do. For ex-
ample, Washington shouldn’t control the
health care choices that women are capable of
making for themselves.

Now, Mentor, for 8 years, we had a Presi-
dent who shared these beliefs. His name was
Bill Clinton. And his economic plan asked the
wealthiest to pay a little bit more so we could
reduce our deficit and still invest in the skills
and ideas of our people. And at the time, when
he first came into office, the Republicans in
Congress and a Senate candidate by the name
of Mitt Romney——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo. Don’t boo, vote!

Vote!
The—but they said that Bill Clinton’s plan

would hurt the economy, that it would kill jobs.
And it turns out his math was just as bad back
then as it is today. [Laughter] Because by the
end of President Clinton’s second term, Amer-
ica had created 23 million new jobs. Incomes
were up. Poverty was down. Our deficit had
become a surplus.
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So, Ohio, we know our ideas. We know they
work. We also know the ideas of the other
guys; they don’t work, because we’ve tried
those too. For most of the last decade, before I
came into office, we tried giving big tax cuts to
wealthy Americans. We tried giving insurance
companies and oil companies and Wall Street
free license to do whatever they wanted to do.
And what we got was falling incomes, record
deficits, and the slowest job growth in half a
century, all ending with a economic crisis that
we’ve been cleaning up after ever since.

So this isn’t an abstract debate. We have
tried our ideas, and they worked. We tried
their ideas, and they don’t work.

Governor Romney, he’s a very talented sales-
man. So in this campaign, he has tried as hard
as he can to repackage the same policies that
didn’t work and offer them up as change. But
here’s the problem, Ohio: We know what
change looks like, and what he’s offering ain’t it.

Giving more power to the biggest banks,
that’s not change.

Audience members. No!
The President. Another $5 trillion tax cut fa-

voring the wealthy, that’s not change.
Audience members. No!
The President. Refusing to answer the de-

tails of your policies until after the election,
that’s definitely not change. That’s the oldest
trick in the book. [Laughter] Ruling out
compromise, pledging to rubberstamp the Tea
Party agenda, that’s not change. Changing the
facts when they’re inconvenient to your cam-
paign, that’s definitely not change.

But that’s what Governor Romney has been
doing these last few weeks right here in Ohio.
You’ve got folks who work at the Jeep plant
who’ve been calling their employers, worried,
asking if their jobs were being shipped to Chi-
na. You’ve heard about this. Everybody heard
about this?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. And the reason they’re wor-

ried is because Governor Romney is running
ads saying that Jeep is shipping jobs to China.
There’s only one problem: It’s not true. Every-
body knows it’s not true. The car companies
themselves told Governor Romney, knock it

off. GM said, “We think creating jobs in the
United States should be a source of bipartisan
pride.” They don’t want this to become some
political football in Governor Romney’s TV ad.
And I couldn’t agree more.

Look, I understand that Governor Romney
has had a tough time here in Ohio because he
was against saving the auto industry. It’s hard
to run away from that position when you’re on
videotape saying, let’s “let Detroit go bank-
rupt.” But that’s not a justification for running
those kinds of ads, because this is not a game.
These are people’s jobs. These are people’s
livelihoods. Our car companies, they’re putting
a lot of effort and time and energy and money
into building up and restoring the brand of
American cars, made in America, by American
workers. You don’t scare hard-working Ameri-
cans just to scare up some votes. That’s not
what being a President’s all about.

When I first made the decision to rescue the
auto industry, I knew it wasn’t popular. It
wasn’t even popular in Ohio and Michigan. But
I also knew it was the right thing to do. Betting
on American workers was the right thing to do.
Betting on American ingenuity was the right
thing to do. And that bet paid off. It paid off in
Lordstown and Toledo, where companies are
creating new jobs not in China, right here in
Ohio. Right here in the United States.

And this raises an essential part of what your
choice is all about, because when you elect a
President, you don’t know what kinds of emer-
gencies may happen; you don’t know what
problems he or she may deal with. But you do
want to be able to trust your President. You
want to know that your President means what
he says and says what he means. And after 4
years as President, you know me. You may not
agree with every decision I’ve made. You may
at times have been frustrated by the pace of
change. But you know what I believe. You
know where I stand. You know I tell the truth,
and you know I’ll fight for you and your fami-
lies every single day as hard as I know how.
You know that. [Applause] You know that.

So when I talk about change, I know what
real change looks like because I’ve fought for
it. I’ve got the scars to prove it. I’ve got the
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gray hair to show for it. [Laughter] And you
fought for change too. And after all we’ve been
through together, we can’t turn back. We can’t
give up on it now.

Change—let me tell you the change I see
moving forward. Change is a country where ev-
erybody has a shot at a great education. And
that means parents have to parent and teachers
have to teach. But don’t tell me that hiring
more teachers won’t help grow this economy.
Don’t tell me that students who can’t afford
college should just borrow more money from
their parents. That wasn’t an option for me,
and I’ll bet it wasn’t an option for a whole lot of
you.

That’s why I want to cut the growth in tu-
ition; over the next 10 years I want to cut the
growth in half. I want to recruit 100,000 math
and science teachers so our kids don’t fall be-
hind the rest of the world. I want to train 2 mil-
lion Americans at our community colleges with
the skills businesses are looking for right now.
That’s the kind of change we need. That’s what
we’re fighting for in this election.

Change—real change—means we live up to
this country’s legacy of innovation. The great
thing about what’s happened in the auto indus-
try, we’re not just building cars again, we’re
building better cars, cars that by the middle of
the next decade will go twice as far on a gallon
of gas. Today, there are thousands of workers
here in Ohio and across the country who are
building long-lasting batteries and wind tur-
bines. And I don’t—I want to make sure they
keep building them here. I don’t want Tax
Codes that subsidize oil company profits when
they’re already making money hand over fist; I
want to help and support clean energy jobs
here in Ohio and the new technology that will
help us cut our oil imports in half.

I don’t want a Tax Code that rewards com-
panies for shipping jobs overseas; I want to
give tax breaks and reward companies that are
creating the next generation of manufacturing
right here in America, making American prod-
ucts, stamped with three proud words: Made
in America. That’s my plan for jobs and
growth. That’s what’s at stake in this election.

Change is turning the page on a decade of
war so we can do some nation-building here at
home. As long as I’m Commander in Chief, I
will make sure that we pursue our enemies
with the strongest military the world’s ever
known. But it’s time to use the savings from
ending the war in Iraq and winding down the
war in Afghanistan to pay down our debt and
rebuild America, repairing roads and bridges
and schools all across our country and putting
our veterans back to work, because anybody
who has served or country and fought for its
freedom shouldn’t have to fight for a job when
they come home. That’s what I believe. That’s
my commitment to them. And that’s what’s at
stake in this election.

Change is a future where we reduce our
deficit, but we do it in a balanced, responsible
way. I’ve signed a trillion dollars’ worth of
spending cuts. I want to do more. But if we’re
serious about the deficit, then we’ve got to ask
the wealthiest Americans—folks like me and
Governor Romney—to go back to the tax rates
that were paid when Bill Clinton was Presi-
dent. And the reason—[applause]—first of all,
I promise you we can afford it. [Laughter] Sec-
ond of all, a budget is choices, and if we’re seri-
ous about reducing the deficit, then we’ve got
to make choices. And as long as I’m President,
I will never try to reduce the deficit on the
backs of middle class folks and poor folks. I’m
not going to turn Medicare into a voucher just
to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut. I’m not
going to make it more expensive for young
people to go to college just to give me a tax
break.

Ohio, we know what change is. We know
what the future requires. But we also know it’s
not going to be easy. We know it’s not going to
be easy. Back in 2008, when I was talking
about change we can believe in, I wasn’t just
talking about changing Presidents. I wasn’t just
talking about changing parties. I was talking
about changing our politics. I ran back in 2008
because the voices of the American people—
your voices—had been shut out of our democ-
racy for too long by lobbyists and special inter-
ests and politicians who were willing to do
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whatever it takes and say whatever it takes just
to keep things the way they are.

And over the last 4 years, the status quo in
Washington, the protectors of the status quo,
they have fought us every step of the way. They
spent millions to try to stop us from reforming
health care so that Erin could get the care that
she needs. They spent millions trying to pre-
vent us from reforming Wall Street so we don’t
have another taxpayer-funded bailout. They
engineered a strategy of gridlock in Congress,
refusing to compromise on ideas that Demo-
crats and Republicans had supported in the
past.

And what they’re counting on now, Ohio, is
that you’ll be so worn down by all the squab-
bling and all the dysfunction that you’ll finally
just give up and walk away and put them back
in power.

Audience members. No! 
The President. That’s what they’re counting

on. In other words, their bet’s on cynicism.
But, Ohio, my bet’s on you. My bet’s on you.
My bet’s on you.

And by the way, I don’t feel cynical; I feel
hopeful, because of you. And every fight we’ve
fought I’ve known that there are millions of
people all across the country who care about
that fight and support us. When the—and by
the way, when the other party has been willing
to work with me to help middle class families,
like cutting taxes for middle class families and
small businesses or when some Senators came
across the aisle to help repeal “don’t ask, don’t
tell,” I’ve welcomed that. I want to see more
cooperation in Washington. And I will work
with anybody, of any party, to move this coun-
try forward.

And if you want to break the gridlock in
Congress, you’ll vote for leaders who feel the
same way, whether they’re Democrats, Repub-
licans, Independents; people who are serious
about putting people first, not the next election
first.

But if the price of peace in Washington is
cutting deals that will end up kicking students
off of financial aid or getting rid of funding for
Planned Parenthood or letting insurance com-
panies discriminate against people with preex-

isting conditions or eliminating health care for
millions on Medicaid who are poor or elderly
or disabled, I’m not going to have that. That’s
not a price I’ll pay. That’s not bipartisanship.
That’s not real change. That’s surrender to the
same status quo that’s been hurting middle
class families for way too long. And I don’t
know about you, but I’m not ready to give up
on that fight.

And I hope you aren’t either, Ohio. I hope
you aren’t weary. I hope you still got some fight
left in you.

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Because, understand, the

folks at the very top in this country, they don’t
need a champion in Washington. They’ve al-
ways got a seat at the table. They always have
access and influence. The people who need a
champion are the Americans whose letters I
read late at night, the men and women I meet
on the campaign trail every day.

The laid-off furniture worker who’s going
back to a community college to retrain for a job
of the future, she needs a champion. The res-
taurant owner who needs a loan to expand af-
ter his bank turned him down, he needs a
champion. The cooks and the waiters and the
cleaning staff working overtime at a Vegas ho-
tel, trying to save enough to buy a first home or
send their kid to college, they need a champi-
on.

Our police and firefighters and EMS folks,
our first-responders who make sacrifices think-
ing about others before they think about them-
selves, they need a champion. Our autoworkers
who got laid off and now are back on the job
with so much dignity and pride, building great
cars, they need champions. That teacher in an
overcrowded classroom, digging into her own
pocket to pay for school supplies, trying to
make a difference in kids’ lives, she needs a
champion.

All those kids, all those young people in in-
ner cities and small farm towns, in the rolling
hills of Virginia and the valleys of Ohio and
right here in Mentor, kids dreaming of becom-
ing scientists or doctors, engineers, entrepre-
neurs, diplomats, maybe Presidents, they need
a champion in Washington, because the future
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will never have as many lobbyists as the status
quo, but it’s the future that we’ve got to fight
for. It’s the dreams of those children that will
be our saving grace.

And that’s why I need you, Ohio, to make
sure their voices are heard. To make sure your
voices are heard. I want to keep fighting for
you, and we’ve come too far to turn back now.
We’ve come too far to let our voices grow faint.

It’s time to keep pushing forward to educate
all our kids, train all our workers, create new
jobs, rebuild our infrastructure, discover new
sources of energy, broaden opportunity, grow
our middle class, restore our democracy so that
no matter who you are or where you come
from, what you look like, how you started out,
you can achieve the American Dream. That’s
what we’re fighting for.

That’s why I need your vote. And if you’re
willing to knock on doors with me and make
some phone calls with me and early vote for
me and turn out on Tuesday for me, we’ll win
Ohio. We’ll win this election. We’ll strengthen
the bonds between us and reaffirm the spirit
that makes the United States of America the
greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. at
Mentor High School. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Kirtland, OH, resident Kevin Potter,
his wife Jeni, and their daughters Erin, Annie,
and Mary; musician Justin D. Bieber; and Re-
publican Presidential nominee W. Mitt Rom-
ney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
November 3, 2012

The President. How’s it going, Milwaukee?
Oh, it is good to be back in Wisconsin!

Now, listen, you know I’m working hard be-
cause my voice is getting a little raspy. So, folks
in the back, if you can’t hear me, you let me
know. Are you guys all right back there?

It is good to be this close to home. Can ev-
erybody please give it up for Katy Perry for
performing earlier? And I just have to say Katy
has been working so hard these last couple of
weeks, and I’m so grateful to her. 

And I also want you to give it up for a great
team of folks who fight for Wisconsin and for
America every single day: Herb Kohl, Gwen
Moore, Tom Barrett, and your next United
States Senator, Tammy Baldwin.

Now, Wisconsin, for the past several days,
all of us have been focused on what’s happen-
ing on the East Coast and one of the worst
storms we’ve ever seen. I spent this morning
talking to local and State officials there, and
the loss of life, the hardships that folks are go-
ing through, are just heartbreaking. And it’s a
reminder of how fragile things are sometimes,
and as a nation, we’ve got to mourn those
who’ve been lost. Our thoughts and prayers go
out to their families. We’re going to stay with

the folks whose lives have been upended every
step of the way until we have fully rebuilt.
That’s what America does; that’s what we’re
about.

Because the thing is, in the midst of these
tragedies, we’re also inspired by the heroes
that run into buildings and wade through wa-
ter, neighbors helping neighbors cope with
tragedy, leaders of different political parties
working together to fix what’s broken. It’s a
spirit that says no matter how bad a storm is,
no matter how tough times may get, we always
bounce back, because we’re all in this together.
We rise or fall as one Nation and as one peo-
ple.

And that spirit has guided this Nation along
its improbable journey for more than two cen-
turies. And it’s what carried us through the tri-
als and tribulations of the last 4 years.

In 2008, we were in the middle of two wars
and the worst crisis since the Great Depres-
sion. Today, our businesses have created nearly
5½ million new jobs. The American auto in-
dustry is back on top. Home values are on the
rise. We’re less dependent on foreign oil than
any time in the last 20 years. And because of
the service and sacrifice of our brave men and
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women, the war in Iraq is over, the war in Af-
ghanistan is coming to a close, Al Qaida is on
the run, Usama bin Laden is dead.

So we’ve made real progress these past 4
years. But, Wisconsin, we’re all gathered here
today because we’ve got more work to do. As
long as there’s a single American who wants a
job, but can’t find one, our work is not yet
done. As long as there are families working
harder, but falling behind, our work is not yet
done. As long as there’s a child anyplace in
Milwaukee, anyplace in Wisconsin, anyplace in
this country who’s languishing in poverty and
barred from opportunity, our fight goes on.

Our fight goes on because this Nation can-
not succeed without a growing, thriving middle
class. Our fight goes on because America has
always done best when everybody has got a fair
shot, everybody is doing their fair share, every-
body is playing by the same rules. That’s what
we believe. That’s why you elected me in 2008.
That’s why I’m running for a second term as
President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, Wisconsin, in 3 days,
you have a choice to make. It’s not a choice be-
tween two candidates or two parties, it’s a
choice between two very different visions for
our future. It’s a choice between a return to
the top-down economics that caused our econ-
omy to crash——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo——
Audience members. Vote!
The President. Vote.
It’s a choice between that and a future that’s

built on making sure everybody is playing their
part, that we’re creating a strong and growing
middle class, but also ladders of opportunity
for people who are willing to work hard to get
into that middle class.

And listen, keep in mind, we don’t, as Amer-
icans, expect success to be handed to us. As
Americans, we honor the strivers and the
dreamers and the risk takers, the entrepre-
neurs and the small-businesspeople, every-
body—the folks who are the driving force be-
hind our free enterprise system, the greatest

engine of growth and prosperity the world’s ev-
er known. But we also believe that for our mar-
kets and for free enterprise to succeed, every-
body has to have a shot. Opportunity has to be
open to everybody, not just some. We think
our country succeeds when everybody has the
chance to get a good education and learn new
skills, when we support research into new en-
ergy sources and medical breakthroughs.

We believe America is stronger when every-
body can count on affordable health care,
when Medicare and Social Security are there
for our golden years, when there are rules in
place to protect our kids from toxic dumping
and mercury pollution, when there are rules in
place to protect consumers from unscrupulous
credit card companies or mortgage lenders.
We believe that our democracy works best
when everybody has a voice.

We believe that politicians in Washington
need to stay in touch with what’s happening on
the ground and that there’s some things they
should leave alone, for example, making sure
that health care choices for women are con-
trolled by women, as opposed to controlled by
politicians in Washington.

Now, for 8 years, we had a President who
shared these beliefs; his name was Bill Clinton.
His economic policies, when he first came into
office, asked the wealthiest Americans to pay a
little bit more so we could reduce our deficit
and invest in the skills and ideas of our people.
And at the time, the Republican Congress and
a Senate candidate by the name of Mitt Rom-
ney——

Audience members. Boo!
Audience member. Don’t boo——
The President. Vote! 
They said that Bill Clinton’s plan would hurt

the economy and kill jobs. Does that sound fa-
miliar?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. That’s what they said. Turns

out, their math was just as bad back then as it is
now. Because by the end of Bill Clinton’s sec-
ond term, America had created 23 million new
jobs, and incomes were up, and poverty was
down, and our deficit had turned into a sur-
plus.
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So, Wisconsin, we know what ideas work.
We know our ideas work. And we know that
their ideas don’t work. [Applause] We know it.
And the reason we know it is we just tried it a
few years ago. After Bill Clinton was out of of-
fice, they tried their ideas. We tried giving big
tax cuts to the wealthiest Americans. We tried
giving insurance companies and Wall Street a
free rein to do whatever they pleased. And
what we got was falling incomes, record defi-
cits, slowest job growth in 50 years, and an eco-
nomic crisis that we’re still cleaning our way
out of.

So we know what works, and we know what
doesn’t. And Governor Romney, now, is a very
talented salesman. So in this campaign, he’s
trying as hard as he can to repackage the same
old ideas that didn’t work and offer them up as
change. He’s saying he’s the candidate of
change, lo and behold. Now, here’s the thing
though: We know what change looks like, and
what Governor Romney is offering ain’t it.

Giving more power to the biggest banks,
that’s not change. Another $5 trillion tax cut to
the wealthiest Americans, that’s not change.

Audience members. No!
The President. Refusing to answer details

about your policies until after the election,
that’s definitely not change. [Laughter] We’ve
heard that from politicians before. Ruling out
compromise, pledging to rubberstamp the Tea
Party’s agenda in Congress, that’s not change.
Changing the facts when they’re inconvenient
to your campaign, that’s definitely not change.
Now, that’s the attitude we need to get rid of.

Wisconsin, after 4 years as President, you
know me. So—[applause]. You know me.
You’ve watched me age before your eyes.
[Laughter] And you may not agree with every
decision I’ve made. Sometimes, you may have
been frustrated by the pace of change, but you
know where I stand. You know what I believe.
You know I mean what I say and I say what I
mean. You know I tell the truth.

When I said I’d end the war in Iraq, I ended
the war in Iraq. When I said I’d end “don’t ask,
don’t tell,” I ended “don’t ask, don’t tell.”
When I said I’d pass health care reform, I
passed health care reform. When I said that I’d

cut taxes for middle class families and small
businesses, that’s what I did. You know that I’ll
fight for you and your families every single day
as hard as I know how. And that’s why I’m run-
ning for a second term, because I keep my
word and I want to keep fighting for you.

I know what change—I know what real
change looks like, because I’ve fought for it.
And so have you. I’ve got the scars to prove it.
And after all we’ve been through together, we
can’t give up now.

Audience members. No!
The President. We need to keep on going

because we’ve got more change to bring about.
So let me paint that vision of change for you.

Change is a country where every American
has a shot at a good education. Don’t tell me
hiring more teachers won’t help this economy
grow. Don’t tell me that students who can’t af-
ford college should just borrow money from
their parents. That wasn’t an option for me; I’ll
bet it’s not an option for a lot of you.

That’s why I want to cut the growth of tu-
ition in half over the next 10 years. That’s why I
want to recruit 100,000 math and science
teachers so our kids don’t fall behind the rest
of the world. I want to train 2 million Ameri-
cans at our community colleges with the skills
that businesses are looking for right now.
That’s what we’re fighting for in this election.
That’s what real change is. That’s what we’re
fighting for.

Change comes when we live up to this coun-
try’s legacy of innovation. I’m very proud I bet
on American workers and American ingenuity
and the American auto industry. But what I’m
especially proud of is, we’re not just building
cars again, we’re building better cars, cars that
by the middle of the next decade will go twice
as far on a gallon of gas.

But it doesn’t stop at autos. We’re innovat-
ing everywhere. Today, there are thousands of
workers building long-lasting batteries and
wind turbines and working to figure out new
sources of fuel all across the country. And I
want to make sure we’re not having a Tax Code
that subsidizes oil company profits when
they’re already making a lot of money. I want
to support the new sources of energy, the jobs
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of tomorrow, the technology that will cut our
oil imports in half and help our national securi-
ty and help our environment. That’s what
change is.

I don’t want a Tax Code that rewards com-
panies for shipping jobs overseas, I want to re-
ward companies that are investing right here in
Milwaukee, investing in Wisconsin, investing
in the next generation of manufacturing. That’s
the future I see for our country, and I know it’s
there. It’s ready, within our grasp.

Change is turning the page on a decade of
war so we can do some nation-building here at
home. As long as I’m Commander in Chief, we
will pursue our enemies with the strongest mil-
itary the world’s ever known. But it’s time to
use some of the savings from ending the Iraq
war, winding down the Afghan war, to pay
down our debt and rebuild America. Let’s put
some folks to work right now rebuilding roads,
bridges, making sure our schools are state of
the art. Let’s lay broadband lines into our rural
communities.

And let’s use our veterans—let’s make sure
they’ve got jobs—because when you’ve fought
for our freedom, you shouldn’t have to fight for
a job when you come home.

That’s my plan to keep us strong. That’s my
commitment. And that’s what’s at stake in this
election.

And yes, change is a future where we reduce
our deficit, but we do it in a balanced way. I’ve
signed a trillion dollars’ worth of cuts; I am
prepared to do more. But if we’re serious
about the deficit, we’ve also got to ask the
wealthiest Americans to go back to the tax rates
they paid when Bill Clinton was in office. Be-
cause budgets are about choices, and if you’re
going to reduce the deficit, something has got
to give. And as long as I’m President, I’m not
going to turn Medicare into a voucher, making
our seniors more vulnerable, just to pay for an-
other millionaire’s tax cut. I’m not going to ask
young people to pay more for college so I get a
tax cut.

So we know what change is. We know what
the future requires. And, Wisconsin, we know
it won’t be easy. The next phase of change will
not be easy. Back in 2008, I know a lot of folks,

they were swept up in the excitement and had
the posters and—but sometimes maybe people
didn’t hear me when I said change we believe
in is no just changing Presidents, it’s not just
changing parties. It’s changing our politics. It’s
changing the system.

I ran because the voices of the American
people—your voices—had been shut out of
our democracy for way too long: by lobbyists
and special interests; politicians who were will-
ing to do whatever it takes, say whatever it
takes just to keep things the way they are; the
protectors of the status quo. Over the last 4
years, those protectors of the status quo in
Washington, they have fought us every step of
the way, spent millions of dollars to stop us
from reforming the health care system, spent
millions trying to stop us from reforming Wall
Street. They engineered a strategy of gridlock
in Congress, refusing to compromise on ideas
that Democrats and Republicans used to agree
to in the past.

And the reason they did it is because they’re
counting on you to be so worn down by all the
squabbling, so tired of all the dysfunction, that
you just give up, you walk away, you leave
them in power.

Audience members. No!
The President. In other words, Wisconsin,

their bet is on cynicism. They figure they can
outlast you.

Audience members. No!
The President. They figure, you know what,

yes, these guys may get enthusiastic, but over
time, that enthusiasm fades away, and we’re
still here. But, Wisconsin, see, my bet is on
you. My bet is on the goodness and decency of
the American people.

And by the way, the point I’m making here
is not partisan. When the other party has been
with me to fight for middle class families, I’ve
loved working with them. When we cut taxes
for middle class families and small businesses,
that was bipartisan. When we repealed “don’t
ask, don’t tell,” there were some courageous
Republicans in the Senate who voted with us.
That was leadership.

I will work with anybody of any party to
move this country forward. And if you really
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want to break the gridlock in Congress, you’ll
vote for leaders who feel the same way—
whether they’re Democrats, Republicans, In-
dependents—people who put you first, who
put the American people first, not the elections
first or partisan advantage first or special inter-
ests first or big-money contributors first or su-
per PACs first, but put the people of Wiscon-
sin first. That’s what you should be thinking
about.

But you know what, there are going to be
some fights sometimes, because there are
fights that need to be had to bring about
change and push through the resistance of the
status quo. If the price of peace in Washington
is cutting deals that will kick students off of fi-
nancial aid or get rid of funding for Planned
Parenthood or let insurance companies go
back to discriminating against people with pre-
existing conditions or eliminate health care for
millions on Medicaid who are poor or elderly
or disabled, that’s not a deal I’m willing to take.
That’s not a price you should want your Presi-
dent to pay. That’s not bipartisanship. That’s
not change. That’s surrender to a status quo
that’s doesn’t work for middle class families.
And I’m not ready to give up on the fight! I’m
not ready to give up on the fight. And I hope
you aren’t either, Wisconsin. I hope you aren’t
either.

The folks at the very top in this country, they
don’t need another champion in Washington.
They always have a seat at the table. They’ll al-
ways have access. They’ll always have influ-
ence. The people who need a champion are
the Americans whose letters I read late at night
after my work in the office is done, the men
and women I meet on the campaign trail every
day.

A laid-off worker who’s gone back to com-
munity college at the age of 55 to try to retrain
for a biotech job, she needs a champion. The
restaurant owner who needs a loan to expand
his small restaurant after the bank turned him
down, he needs a champion. The cooks and the
waiters and the cleaning staff working overtime
in a Vegas hotel, trying to save enough to buy a
first home or send their kid to college, they
need a champion.

The autoworker who thought he’d never see
his plant reopen and who’s now back on the
job, filled with pride and dignity of building a
great car, helping to build America, he needs a
champion. That teacher in an overcrowded
classroom with outdated schoolbooks, digging
into her own pocket to buy school supplies, but
never giving up hope that she can change lives
of some child in her class, she needs a champi-
on.

All those kids in inner cities and small farm
towns, in the rolling hills of Virginia or the val-
leys of Ohio or right here in Milwaukee—kids
dreaming of becoming scientists or doctors,
engineers or entrepreneurs, diplomats, maybe
a President—they need a champion. Because
the future will never have lobbyists like the sta-
tus quo does, but the dreams of those kids will
be our saving grace.

That’s what we’re fighting for. That’s what
this election is about. That’s why I need you.
That’s why I need you, Wisconsin: to make
sure their voices are heard, to make sure your
voices are heard. We have come too far to turn
back now. We’ve come too far to let our hearts
grow weary, to let our hearts grow faint.

Now is the time to keep pushing forward: to
educate all our kids, train all our workers, cre-
ate new jobs, rebuild our infrastructure, dis-
cover new sources of energy, broaden opportu-
nity, grow our middle class, restore our democ-
racy, and make sure that no matter where you
come from, no matter how you started out, no
matter what you look like, no matter who you
love, no matter what your last name is, here in
America, you can make it if you try.

That’s what we’re fighting for, Wisconsin.
That’s why I’m asking for your vote. And if
you’re willing to work with me and knock on
doors with me and make some phone calls with
me and turn out with me and grab your friends
and your neighbors and your coworkers and
get them to the polls for me, we’ll win Wiscon-
sin. We’ll win this election. We’ll renew the
bonds that tie us together and reaffirm the
spirit that makes the United States of America
the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 3:14 p.m. at the
Delta Center. In his remarks, he referred to May-

or Thomas M. Barrett of Milwaukee; and Repub-
lican Presidential nominee W. Mitt Romney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Dubuque, Iowa
November 3, 2012

The President. Hello, Iowa! It is good to be
back in Dubuque! It is good to be back close to
home.

I was just talking backstage; you get close to
the Midwest, and suddenly, everybody is just
nice. [Laughter] Feels good.

Can everybody please give Sandy a big
round of applause for the great introduction?
And give Sandy’s son a big round of applause
for serving our country. Give it up for John
Mellencamp!

It is wonderful to be here. For the last sever-
al days, all of us have been focused on one of
the worst storms in our lifetime, what’s been
happening on the East Coast. And I know I
speak for the country when I say our thoughts
and prayers are with those who’ve lost loved
ones, people whose lives have been upended.
Folks here in Iowa know something about
flooding; you remember what happened just a
few years ago. And the recovery process is
tough.

But when I visited New Jersey, I told folks
there that everybody all across the country
feels the same way. We are going to be with
people every step of the way, down the long,
hard road of recovery. We’re going to help
them rebuild. We’re going to do it together.
That’s what Americans do.

In fact, in the middle of the tragedy, we
were also inspired by heroes running into
buildings, wading through water; our first-re-
sponders, our firefighters, EMS teams; neigh-
bors helping neighbors cope with tragedy;
leaders of different parties working together to
fix what’s broken; a spirit that says no matter
how bad a storm is, no matter how tough times
may get, we always bounce back. We’re all in
this together. We rise or fall as one Nation.

That’s what we believe, and that spirit has
guided this country along its improbable jour-
ney for two centuries now. And it’s carried us
through the last 4 years. Remember, in 2008,

we were in the middle of two wars and the
worst economic crisis since the Great Depres-
sion. Today, our businesses have created nearly
5½ million new jobs. The American auto in-
dustry is back on top. Home values are on the
rise. We’re less dependent on foreign oil than
any time in the last 20 years. Because of the
service and sacrifice of our brave men and
women in uniform, the war in Iraq is over, the
war in Afghanistan is winding down, Al Qaida
is on the run, Usama bin Laden is dead.

So we have made real progress, Iowa, these
past 4 years. But we’re here this evening be-
cause we know we’ve got more work to do. As
long as there’s a single American who wants a
job and can’t find one, our job is not done. As
long as there are families working harder, but
falling behind, we’ve got more work to do. As
long as there’s a child anywhere in Iowa, any-
where this country, who’s languishing in pover-
ty or barred from opportunity, our fight goes
on.

Our fight goes on because we know this
country cannot succeed without a growing,
thriving middle class and strong, sturdy ladders
for everybody who’s willing to work hard to get
into the middle class. Our fight goes on be-
cause America has always done best when ev-
erybody has a fair shot, everybody is doing
their fair share, everybody is playing by the
same rules. That’s what we believed in 2008,
that’s what we believe today, and that is why
I’m running for a second term as President of
the United States of America.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, in Iowa, in 3 days, you
have a choice to make. And some of you have
made it, because we have early vote in Iowa.
But if—but for those of you who have not, it’s
not just a choice between two candidates or
two parties. It’s a choice between two different
visions of America. It’s a choice between going
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back to the top-down economics that crashed
our economy or embracing a future where
we’re building a strong and growing middle
class.

As Americans, we honor the strivers and the
dreamers, the small-business men and women,
the entrepreneurs, the risk takers, the free en-
terprise system that’s the greatest engine of
prosperity the world has ever known. But we
also know that our markets work best, the free
enterprise system works best when everybody
is participating, when we make sure that every-
body has got a good education and everybody
can learn new skills, when we support research
into medical breakthroughs or clean energy
technology.

We think that America is stronger when ev-
erybody can count on affordable health care
and Medicare and Social Security in their re-
tirement. We think the markets work better
when there are rules in place to protect our
kids from toxic dumping, to protect consumers
from being taken advantage of by unscrupulous
credit card companies or mortgage lenders.

We don’t want government doing every-
thing; we think that we can do most things our-
selves, but there are times where we can come
together. And we certainly don’t want govern-
ment getting involved in the wrong things; for
example, we think we don’t need politicians—
especially, mostly male politicians—to try to
control health care choices that women are
perfectly capable of making themselves.

Now, for 8 years, we had a President who
shared these beliefs; his name was Bill Clinton.
His economic plan, like mine, asked the
wealthiest Americans to pay a little bit more so
we could reduce our deficit, invest in the skills
of our people, invest in the ideas we needed to
succeed in a new economy. And at the time,
back in the nineties, the Republican Con-
gress—and a Senate candidate by the name of
Mitt Romney—said Bill Clinton’s plan would
hurt the economy and kill jobs. Sound famil-
iar? Turns out, his math back then was just as
bad as it is now. Because by the end of Presi-
dent Clinton’s second term, we’d created 23
million new jobs, incomes were up, poverty

was down, our deficit became the biggest sur-
plus in history.

So, Iowa, we know our ideas work. We’ve
put them to the test. We also know that their
ideas don’t work, because they’ve been tested
also. In the 8 years before I came into office,
we tried what they’re selling. We tried giving
big tax cuts to the wealthiest Americans. We
tried giving insurance companies and oil com-
panies and Wall Street the free license to do
whatever they pleased. Here’s what we got:
falling incomes, record deficits, slowest growth
in jobs in half a century, and an economic crisis
we’re still cleaning up after. So we know what
works; we know what doesn’t.

Now, Governor Romney, he’s a very talent-
ed salesman. And in this campaign, he’s been
working overtime to try to repackage the old
bad ideas that didn’t work and try to sell them
to you as new ideas. He’s trying to say that
they’re change. But here’s the thing, Iowa: We
know what change looks like, and what he’s
selling is not change.

Giving more power to the biggest banks,
that’s not change. Another $5 trillion tax cut
that favors the wealthy, not change.

Audience members. No!
The President. Refusing to answer questions

about the details of your policies until after the
election, that’s definitely not change. Politi-
cians do that all the time. Ruling out compro-
mise, pledging to rubberstamp the Tea Party
agenda in Congress, that’s not change. That’s
what we need to change. That’s why I’m run-
ning for a second term. Changing the facts
when they’re inconvenient to your campaign,
that is definitely not change.

So what he’s selling, we tried it, it didn’t
work, we’re not going back. Those are the atti-
tudes in Washington we need to change.

And that raises something about the choice
you have to make, Iowa. A lot of choosing a
President is about trust. Iowa, I started my
Presidential journey right here in this State. So
after 2 years of campaigning and after 4 years as
President, you know me by now. You may not
agree with every decision I’ve made. You may
have sometimes been frustrated at the pace of
change. But you know—[laughter]—you know
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that I say what I mean and I mean what I say.
You know what I believe. You know where I
stand.

When I said I’d end the war in Iraq, I ended
the war in Iraq. When I said I’d cut taxes for
middle class families, I cut taxes for middle
class families. When I said I’d pass health care
reform so nobody goes broke when they get
sick, I passed health care reform so nobody
goes broke when they get sick. When I said
we’d end “don’t ask, don’t tell,” I ended “don’t
ask, don’t tell.” When I said I’d invest in clean
energy, we’ve doubled clean energy produc-
tion in this country. When I said we’d go after
bin Laden, we went after bin Laden.

You know I tell the truth. And you know I’ll
fight for you and your families every single day
as hard as I know how. That’s what you know.

So if this is a debate about real change, I
know what change looks like, because I’ve
fought for it and I’ve delivered it and I’ve got
the scars to prove it. And you guys have stood
with me. And after all we’ve been through to-
gether, we can’t give up on it now.

Audience members. No!
The President. So let me paint a vision of

change for the next 4 years. This is going to be
a country where every American has a shot at a
good education. And government can’t do it
all; parents have to parent, teachers have to
teach. But don’t tell me more teachers won’t
help this economy grow, because I know that
great teachers are what we need in America
and what we need in Iowa.

Don’t tell me that students who can’t afford
college should just borrow more money from
their parents. That wasn’t an option for me; I’ll
bet it wasn’t an option for a whole lot of you.
That’s why I want to cut the growth of tuition
in half over the next 10 years. I want to recruit
100,000 math and science teachers so our kids
don’t fall behind the rest of the world. I want
to train 2 million Americans at our outstanding
community colleges with the skills that busi-
nesses are hiring for right now. That’s what re-
al change is. That’s what we’re fighting for in
this election. That’s what’s at stake.

Change comes when we live up to this coun-
try’s legacy of innovation. I could not be

prouder that I bet on American workers and
American ingenuity and on the American auto
industry. And today, we’re not just building
cars again, we’re building better cars, cars that
in the middle of the next decade will go twice
as far on a gallon of gas.

And it’s not just in the auto industry. There
are thousands of workers right here in Iowa
building wind turbines, all across the country,
building long-lasting batteries, advanced man-
ufacturing. I don’t want a Tax Code that just
subsidizes oil company profits when they’re
making money hand over fist, I want to support
the energy jobs of future, the new technologies
that will create new jobs and energy indepen-
dence, cut our oil imports in half. I don’t want
to reward companies for creating jobs over-
seas, I want to reward companies that are in-
vesting right here in Dubuque, right here in
Iowa. That’s my plan for jobs. That’s my plan
for growth. That’s the future I see for this
country.

Change is turning a page on a decade of war
so we can start doing some nation-building
here at home. As long as I’m Commander in
Chief, we’re going to pursue our enemies with
everything we’ve got, with the strongest mili-
tary the world has ever known. But it’s time to
use the savings from ending the wars in Iraq
and winding down the war in Afghanistan to
pay down our debt, rebuild America. We could
put thousands of folks back to work right now,
rebuilding our roads, our bridges, making sure
our schools are state of the art, hiring our vet-
erans, because if you fought for our country
and defended our freedom, you shouldn’t have
to fight for a job when you come home. You
shouldn’t have to fight for the benefits you’ve
earned when you come home.

That’s my commitment to veterans, but
that’s also my commitment to America. That’s
how we’ll keep ourselves strong. That’s what’s
at stake in this election.

Change is a future where we reduce our
deficit in a balanced way, a responsible way.
Now, I’ve signed a trillion dollars’ worth of
cuts, taking out programs we don’t need, and I
want to do more. But if we’re serious about re-
ducing our deficit—not just using it for a
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talking point during elections—if we’re serious
about it, then we’ve also got to ask the wealthi-
est Americans to go back to the rate they paid
under Bill Clinton. Because budgets are about
choices, and if we’re going to cut back, let’s
make sure that we’re not cutting back on things
that are going to help us grow in the future.
And let’s make sure everybody is sharing in the
sacrifice.

I’m not going to turn Medicare into a vouch-
er just to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut.
I’m not going to sacrifice investments in basic
research to pay for a tax cut for me and certain-
ly not for Mr. Romney.

Audience members. No!
The President. We don’t need it. But Ameri-

ca needs those investments to make sure we
grow.

So that’s the change that we need. We know
what change is, Iowa. We know what the fu-
ture requires. And we also know it’s not going
to be easy. Back in 2008—some of you remem-
ber, because I was campaigning here—I said
we need change we believe in. I wasn’t just
talking about changing Presidents or changing
parties, I was talking about changing how our
politics work.

I ran because the voices of the American
people—your voices—had been shut out too
long: by the lobbyists and special interests, the
politicians who will do whatever it takes to
keep things just the way they are, the protec-
tors of the status quo. And over the last 4 years,
the status quo in Washington, they have fought
us every step of the way.

They tried to—they spent millions of dollars
trying to prevent us from reforming our health
care system, millions of dollars trying to pre-
vent us from ending taxpayer-funded bailouts
on Wall Street, millions of dollars trying to pre-
vent us from protecting consumers. They engi-
neered a strategy of gridlock in Congress, re-
fusing to compromise on ideas that in the past
Democrats and Republicans had supported.
Suddenly, Republicans didn’t support them
anymore, including, by the way, the health care
bill that my opponent designed in Massachu-
setts. [Laughter]

And what they’re counting on now is that
you’ll be so worn down by all the squabbling in
Washington, so tired of all the dysfunction——

Audience member. No way!
The President. ——that you’re just going to

give up, walk away, and leave them in power.
Audience members. No! 
The President. They’re betting on cynicism.

But, Iowa, my bet is on you. My bet is on the
decency and the goodness and the resolve of
the American people. And the fights we’re
fighting, they’re not partisan. When the other
party has been willing to work with me to help
middle class families, to help folks have ladders
of opportunity, like when we cut taxes for mid-
dle class families and small businesses, and
when we came together to repeal “don’t ask,
don’t tell,” I’ve embraced them. I want to work
together. I believe we’re all Americans first,
not Democrats or Republicans first.

As long as I’m President, I will work with
anybody of any party to move this country for-
ward. And if you want to break the gridlock in
Congress, you’ll vote for leaders who feel the
same way—whether they’re Democrats, Re-
publicans, or Independents—folks who put
people first, not the next election first.

But, Iowa, look, I’m going to confess to you,
there are times where we need to fight. If the
price of peace in Washington is just cutting
deals that will kick students off of financial aid
or get rid of funding for Planned Parenthood
or let insurance companies discriminate
against people with preexisting conditions or
eliminate health care for millions on Medicaid
who are poor or elderly or disabled, that price
is too high. That’s not a price I’m willing to
pay. That’s not bipartisanship. That’s not real
change. That’s surrender to the same status
quo that has hurt middle class families for way
too long. And I don’t know about you, but I’m
not ready to give up on that fight.

I may be full of gray hair now, but I’m just as
determined as I was 4 years ago. I’m not tired,
and I’m not weary. And, Iowa, I hope you are
not either. See, the folks at the very top in this
country, they don’t need a champion in Wash-
ington. They’ll always have a seat at the table.



Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / Nov. 3

1727

They’ll always have access. They’ll always have
influence. That’s the way things are.

The people who need a champion are the
Americans whose letters I read late at night af-
ter I’m done with my work in the office, the
men and women I meet on the campaign trail
every day, the folks I met that first summer
when I was traveling around Iowa and nobody
could pronounce my name. [Laughter]

The laid-off furniture worker who suddenly
has to retrain at the age of 55 for a new career,
trying to figure out how to pay for community
college, she needs a champion. The restaurant
owner who’s got some great food, but needs a
loan to expand, and the bank turned him down,
he needs a champion. The cooks and the wait-
ers and the cleaning staff at a hotel, trying to
save enough to buy a first home or send their
kids to college, they need a champion.

The autoworker who never thought he’d be
back on the job, but then suddenly, things start
picking up, and he got recalled, and now he’s
back on the line building a great car and full of
pride and dignity because that job is not just
about a paycheck, that’s about knowing that
you’re contributing to something that’s impor-
tant, that you’re helping the economy grow,
that you’re building your community, he needs
a champion.

All the firefighters and police officers and
first-responders who sacrifice so much to help
their communities, they need a champion. And
that teacher who’s in an overcrowded class-
room, outdated schoolbooks, having to dig into
her own pocket to buy school supplies, some-
times just feeling discouraged, but then know-
ing that every day there might be just that one
kid that she’s touching that day, she needs a
champion.

All those kids in inner cities and small farm
towns, the rolling hills of Virginia, the valleys of
Ohio, right here in Dubuque—kids dreaming
of becoming scientists or doctors or engineers

or entrepreneurs, following the family tradition
of farming the land, maybe becoming a diplo-
mat, maybe becoming a President, starting a
business—they need champions in Washing-
ton, because they don’t have lobbyists. The fu-
ture will never have as many lobbyists as the
protectors of the status quo, but it’s the dreams
of those children that are our saving grace.
They’re the ones who will carry forward the vi-
sion of America that makes us so special.

And that’s why I need you, Iowa: to make
sure their voices are heard, to make sure your
voices are heard. We’ve come too far to turn
back now. We’ve come too far to let our hearts
grow weary. Now is the time for us to keep
pushing forward: to educating all our kids, to
training all our workers, to creating new jobs,
to rebuilding our infrastructure, to discovering
new sources of energy, to broadening opportu-
nity, to growing our middle class, to restoring
our democracy, to making sure that in this
country, it doesn’t matter where you come
from or how you started or what you look like
or what your last name is, what race you are,
what faith you are, it doesn’t matter, you can
make it if you try in America.

That’s why I’m asking for your vote. And if
you’re willing to work with me, if you’re willing
to keep on knocking on some doors with me,
making some phone calls with me, turning out
to vote for me, we’ll win Iowa. We’ll win this
election. We’ll renew the bonds and reaffirm
the spirit that makes the United States the
greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:42 p.m. at
Washington Park. In his remarks, he referred
to Sandy Hockenberry, volunteer, Obama
2012 reelection campaign; musician John C.
Mellencamp; and Republican Presidential
nominee W. Mitt Romney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Bristow, Virginia
November 3, 2012

The President. Hello, Virginia! Are you fired up?
Audience members. Yes!

The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
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The President. You’ve got to be fired up af-
ter Bill Clinton. He has been traveling all
across the country for this campaign. He’s
been laying out the stakes so well that our team
basically calls him the secretary of explaining
stuff. [Laughter]

The only Clinton working harder than him is
our Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton. And I
am so grateful to both of them. The only prob-
lem is, I was in the back, I was enjoying listen-
ing to President Clinton so much, I had to run
up to get my cue. [Laughter] I was sitting
there, just soaking it all in. [Laughter] He was a
great President; he has been a great friend. So
I want everybody to give President Bill Clinton
a big round of applause.

Speaking of outstanding public servants,
your next Senator, your former Governor, Tim
Kaine, is in the house. Your outstanding Con-
gressman, Gerry Connolly, is here. And I want
everybody to please thank Dave Matthews for
the outstanding performance. Now——

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back. And I’m glad

to see all of you.
For the past several days, obviously, all of us

have been focused on the devastation that’s
been taking place all along the East Coast. Vir-
ginia got hit, but was spared some of the worst
brunt of the storm. But I’ve been to New Jer-
sey; we’ve been on the phone every day with
folks from Connecticut and New York. And as
a nation, we mourn those who have been lost.
Our hearts and prayers go out to the families
who are going through just some unbearable
pain. So many folks have been impacted.

It’s going to be a long, hard road to recovery.
But every time I’ve spoken to folks in the re-
gion, what I’ve told them is that America will
be with them every step of the way. America
will be there on this hard road ahead. We will
help them rebuild together, because that’s
what we do as Americans.

Which is why, during the course of tragedy,
we’ve also been inspired over these last few
days by heroes: firefighters and National
Guardsmen and women, and EMS folks and
police officers running into buildings, wading
through water; neighbors helping neighbors

cope with tragedy; leaders of different political
parties working together to fix what’s broken,
not worrying about who’s getting credit, not
worrying about the politics of it; a spirit that
says no matter how bad a storm is, we bounce
back. No matter how tough times are, we’re all
in this together. We rise or fall as one Nation
and as one people.

And that spirit—that spirit has guided this
country along its improbable journey for more
than two centuries. It’s what’s carried us
through the trials and tribulations of the last 4
years.

Remember in 2008, we were in the middle
of two wars and the worst economic crisis since
the Great Depression. Today, our businesses
have created nearly 5½ million new jobs. The
American auto industry is back on top. Home
values are on the rise. Housing construction is
coming back. We’re less dependent on foreign
oil than any time in the last 20 years. Because
of the service and sacrifice of our brave men
and women in uniform, the war in Iraq is over.
The war in Afghanistan is coming to a close. Al
Qaida has been decimated. Usama bin Laden
is dead. We are safer than we were 4 years ago.

So we’ve made real progress, Virginia.
We’ve made real progress. But, Virginia, we’re
here tonight not only to listen to Dave Mat-
thews—[laughter]—we—not only to hear the
master, Bill Clinton, break things down for us,
but we’re also here because we’ve got more
work to do.

As long as there’s a single American who
wants a job and can’t find one, our work is not
yet done. As long as there are families working
harder but still falling behind, our work is not
yet done. As long as there’s a child anywhere in
Virginia, anywhere in this country, who is still
languishing in poverty and barred from oppor-
tunity, our work is not yet done. We’ve got
more work to do.

Our fight goes on, Virginia, because we
know this Nation can’t succeed without a grow-
ing, thriving middle class. Our fight goes on
because America has always done best when
everybody has a fair shot and everybody’s do-
ing their fair share and everybody’s playing by
the same rules. That’s what we believe. That’s
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why you elected Bill Clinton in ’92. That’s why
you elected me in ’08. That’s why I’m running
for a second term as President of the United
States. Now——

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, Virginia, in 3 days,
you’ve got a choice to make. And even if you’ve
made the choice, you’ve got to go talk to some
folks who haven’t. And you’ve got to tell them
it’s not just a choice between two candidates or
two parties. It’s a choice between two different
visions of America. It’s a choice between top-
down economics that crashed our economy, or
bottom-up, middle-out economics that create a
strong and growing middle class.

As Americans, we honor the strivers and the
dreamers, the entrepreneurs, the small-busi-
nesspeople, the risk takers who are the driving
force behind our free enterprise system. And
we believe the free enterprise system is the
greatest engine of growth and prosperity the
world has ever known. But we also know, in
this country, the market works best, the free
enterprise system works best, more businesses
are created, more jobs are created, when ev-
erybody has a chance to succeed, when every-
body has the chance to get a good education
and learn new skills, when we support research
into medical breakthroughs or new technolo-
gies, because we know that we can’t do that on
our own. We’ve got to pool our resources to
discover the future.

We know that America is stronger when ev-
erybody can count on affordable health insur-
ance, when everybody can count on Medicare
and Social Security to give them a dignified re-
tirement. We know the market works better
when there are rules of the road to protect kids
from toxic dumping, to protect consumers
from being taken advantage of by unscrupu-
lous credit card companies or mortgage lend-
ers.

We believe that there’s a role for rules and
regulations that are smart, and then we also be-
lieve there are some things we should leave to
the people. For example, we don’t think politi-
cians in Washington are very smart about con-

trolling health care choices that women are
perfectly capable of making themselves.

Now, for 8 years, we had a President who
shared these beliefs. You just heard him. Presi-
dent Clinton’s economic plan asked the
wealthiest Americans to pay a little bit more so
we could reduce our deficit and invest in the
skills and ideas of our people. And the interest-
ing thing is, at the time, the Republicans in
Congress—and a certain Senate candidate by
the name of Mitt Romney——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo——
Audience members. Vote!
The President. You got to vote. Don’t boo.
But this Senate candidate named Mitt Rom-

ney said that Bill Clinton’s plan would hurt the
economy and would kill jobs. Sound familiar? 

Audience members. Yes!
The President. It turns out his math was just

as bad back then as it is today. [Laughter] Be-
cause by the end of President Clinton’s second
term, America had created 23 million new
jobs. Incomes were up. Poverty was down. Our
deficit became the biggest surplus in history. 

So, Virginia, we know our ideas work. What
about their ideas? We tried those too. After
Bill Clinton left office, for 8 years we tried giv-
ing big tax cuts to the wealthiest Americans.
We tried to strip away regulations so that Wall
Street and insurance companies and oil com-
panies were free to do whatever they pleased.
And what did we get? Falling incomes, record
deficits, the slowest job growth in half a centu-
ry, and an economic crisis that we’ve been
cleaning up after ever since.

So we tried one way; it worked. We tried an-
other way; it didn’t work—which presents a di-
lemma for Governor Romney, since he wants
to go back to the same policies that didn’t
work.

Now, Governor Romney is a very talented
salesman. So in this campaign, he has tried as
hard as he can to repackage these same ideas,
and he’s got—I think President Clinton called
it—“the brass” to call it change. [Laughter]

Now, let me tell you, we know what change
looks like. We know what change looks like,
and what Governor Romney’s selling ain’t it.
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Giving more power to the biggest banks isn’t
change. Another $5 trillion tax cut for the
wealthy, that’s not change. Refusing to answer
questions about the details of your policies un-
til after the election, that’s definitely not
change. Ruling out compromise by pledging to
rubberstamp the Tea Party folks in Congress,
that’s not change.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Changing the facts when

they’re inconvenient to your campaign—not
change. I mean, that’s old. That’s the attitude
in Washington that needs to change.

Now, Virginia, after 4 years as President,
you know me. You know me. So when you’re
trying to sort through this argument about
change, part of what you have to ask yourself is,
who do you trust?

Audience members. You!
The President. When you’re talking about

the economy and policy that’s so critical to our
future, you’ve got to ask yourself, who do you
trust?

Audience members. You!
The President. You may not agree with every

decision I’ve made—Michelle doesn’t agree
with every decision I’ve made. [Laughter]
There may be times when you’re frustrated at
the pace of change. I’m frustrated sometimes
with the pace of change. But you know I mean
what I say and I say what I mean. You know
what I believe. You know where I stand.

When I said we’d end the war in Iraq, we
ended it. When I said we’d pass health care re-
form, we passed it. When I said we’d repeal
“don’t ask, don’t tell,” we repealed it. You know
I tell the truth. And most importantly, you
know I will fight for you and your families ev-
ery single day as hard as I know how.

So let me tell you, I know what real change
looks like because I’ve fought for it. I’ve got the
scars to prove it. And you have too. And after
all we’ve been through together, we can’t give
up on it now. We’ve got to keep pushing for-
ward. That’s why I’m running for a second
term. That’s why I need your vote.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, Virginia, let me de-
scribe very briefly—I know folks are cold—but
let me describe—[laughter]—what am I talk-
ing about when I’m talking about forward?
What do you I mean by real change?

Change is a country where every American
has a shot at a great education. Now, govern-
ment alone can’t do that. Parents, you got to
parent; students, you got to study. But don’t
tell me that hiring more teachers won’t help
our economy grow. Don’t tell me that students
who can’t afford college should just borrow
money from their parents. That wasn’t an op-
tion for me; it wasn’t an option for Bill Clinton.
I’ll bet it’s not an option for a lot of you.

That’s why I want to cut the growth of tu-
ition in half over the next 10 years. That’s why I
want to recruit 100,000 math and science
teachers so we don’t fall behind the rest of the
world. That’s why I want to train 2 million
Americans at our community colleges to get
the skills businesses are hiring for right now.

That’s real change. That’s what we’re fight-
ing for in this election. That’s what’s at stake.

I want us to live up to this country’s legacy
of innovation. I’m proud I bet on American
workers and the American auto industry. But
I’m even prouder we’re not just building cars
again, we’re building better cars, cars that by
the middle of the next decade will go twice as
far on a gallon of gas. That kind of innovation,
that kind of forward thinking, we don’t have to
restrict it just to the auto industry. I want to
bring manufacturing back on all kinds of
things.

We’ve got thousands of workers building
long-lasting batteries, building wind turbines
all across the country. So instead of subsidizing
oil companies’ profits when they’re making
money hand over fist, I want to support energy
jobs of tomorrow, which will cut our oil im-
ports in half, which will help our environment,
help our national security. I don’t want a Tax
Code that rewards companies for creating
those jobs overseas, I want to reward compa-
nies that are creating those jobs in Virginia.
That’s the future I see for this country.

Change is turning the page on a decade of
war so we can focus on nation-building here at
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home. As long as I’m Commander in Chief,
we’ll pursue our enemies with the strongest
military the world’s ever known. And Virginia
carries more than its load when it comes to de-
fending this country, and we are grateful to this
State. But we also understand, to be strong it’s
time to use some of the savings from winding
down two wars to pay down our debt and re-
build America, fixing roads, putting folks back
to work rebuilding our bridges, making sure
our schools are state of the art.

And that’s especially important for our vet-
erans. We want to put them to work, because if
they have fought for our country and defended
our freedom, they shouldn’t have to fight for a
job when they come home. That’s my commit-
ment to them. That’s what’s at stake in this
election.

And President Clinton talked about it; we’ve
got to reduce our deficit. That’s real change.
But we’ve got to do it in a balanced, responsi-
ble way. I’ve cut a trillion dollars’ worth of
spending. We can do more. But if we’re serious
about deficit reduction, if we’re not just using
it in TV ads and then once you get into office—
like Dick Cheney, he said, doesn’t matter—
then we also have to ask the wealthiest Ameri-
cans to go back to the tax rates that they paid
when President Clinton was in office.

And the reason is because budgets are about
choices, about priorities. What are we going to
invest in? As long as I’m President, I’m not go-
ing to turn Medicare into a voucher just to pay
for another millionaire’s tax cut.

So, Virginia, we know what change is. We
know what the future requires. We know also
that it won’t be easy. Back in 2008, I talked
about this. I warned some of you—maybe you
weren’t believing me—I said, change, real
change, isn’t just about changing Presidents or
changing parties, it’s about changing our poli-
tics.

I ran because the voices of the American
people—your voices—had been shut out of
our democracy for too long by lobbyists and
special interests and politicians who were will-
ing to say anything and do anything just to keep
things the way they are, the protectors, the
guardians of the status quo. And that status

quo in Washington has fought us every step of
the way over the last 4 years.

They spent millions of dollars trying to pre-
vent us from reforming health care, millions of
dollars trying to prevent us from reforming
Wall Street. They engineered a strategy of
gridlock in Congress, refusing to compromise
on ideas that in the past both Democrats and
Republicans had supported.

And what they’re counting on now is that
you’re going to be so worn down by all the
squabbling, so tired of the dysfunction, so wea-
ry of what goes on, on Capitol Hill, that you’re
just going to give up and walk away——

Audience members. No!
The President. ——and just put them back

in power or let them stay there. In other
words, their bet is on cynicism.

But, Virginia, my bet’s on you. My bet’s on
you and the decency and the good sense of the
American people. And it’s not a partisan bet
I’m making. When the other party has been
willing to work with me to help the middle
class, I’m right there with them. I’m happy
about it. I would have less gray hair if they’re
ready to go. Come on. [Laughter]

When we cut taxes for middle class families
and small businesses, we had some Republican
support. That was great. We had some coura-
geous Republican Senators work with us to re-
peal “don’t ask, don’t tell.” We celebrated
them. We embraced them.

I’ll work with anybody of any party to move
this country forward. And if—Virginia, if you
want to break the gridlock in Congress, you’ll
vote for leaders like Tim Kaine who feel the
same way, whether they’re Democrats, Repub-
licans, or Independents, leaders who will put
people first and put the election aside for a
moment.

But we’re still going to have some fights be-
cause there are some values that are at stake.
There are some principles we’ve got to fight
for. If the price of peace in Washington is cut-
ting deals that will kick students off financial
aid or get rid of funding for Planned Parent-
hood or let insurance companies discriminate
against people with preexisting conditions or
eliminate health care for millions on Medicaid
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who are poor or elderly or disabled or kick kids
off of Head Start, I’m not buying that. That’s
not a price I’m willing to pay. That’s not bipar-
tisanship. That’s not change. That’s surrender
to the same status quo that has hurt middle
class families and everybody who is striving to
get into the middle class for way too long.

And, Virginia, I’m here and I’m running for
a second term because I’m not ready to give up
on that fight. I’m not ready to give up on that
fight, and I hope you aren’t either.

Audience members. No!
The President. I hope you aren’t either.
Audience members. No!
The President. The folks at the very top in

this country don’t need another champion in
Washington. They will always have a seat at the
table. They’ll always have access and influence.
Regardless of who is President, they’ll find a
way to have their voices heard. They’ve got
money they can spend. There are lobbyists
they can hire.

The people who need a champion are the
Americans whose letters I read late at night
after a long day in the office, the men and
women I meet on the campaign trail every
day.

The laid-off furniture worker who’s having
to retrain at the age of 55 for a new career in a
new industry, she needs a champion. The res-
taurant owner who has got great food but
needs a loan to expand and the bank turned
him down, he needs a champion. The cooks
and the wait staff and the cleaning staff work-
ing overtime in some Vegas hotel, trying to
save enough to buy a first home or send their
kids to college, they need a champion.

The autoworker who got laid off and
thought the plant would never reopen and now
he’s back on the job, filled with pride and dig-
nity, not just because he’s building a great car,
but he knows he’s building America, he needs
a champion.

That teacher who is in an overcrowded
classroom, digging into her own pocket for
school supplies, not always getting the support
she needs, but knowing every day, maybe she’s

touching that one child and something is going
to break through, she needs a champion.

All those kids in inner cities and small farm
towns, in the valleys of Ohio, in these rolling
Virginia hills, kids dreaming of becoming sci-
entists or doctors or engineers or entrepre-
neurs or diplomats or businessmen or even a
President, they need a champion in Washing-
ton because they don’t have lobbyists. The
future never has lobbyists, but it’s the dreams
of those children that will be our saving
grace.

And that’s why I need you, Virginia, to
make sure their voices are heard, to make
sure your voices are heard. We have come too
far to turn back now. We’ve come too far to
let our hearts grow faint. Now is the time to
keep pushing forward, educate all our kids,
train all our workers, create new jobs, rebuild
our infrastructure, discover new sources of
energy, broaden opportunity, grow our mid-
dle class, restore our democracy, and make
sure that no matter who you are, no matter
where you come from, no matter what you
look like, no matter what your last name is, no
matter who you love, you can make it in
America if you try.

And, Virginia, that’s why I’m asking for your
vote.

I was backstage with David Plouffe. Some of
you guys know he’s sort of a mastermind of
campaign organization. And we were talking
about how, as the campaign goes on, we be-
come less relevant. I’m sort of a prop in the
campaign. [Laughter] He’s just bothering a
bunch of folks calling, asking what’s going on.
But the power is not with us anymore. The
planning, everything we do, it doesn’t matter
because now it’s all up to you.

It’s up to the volunteers. It’s up to somebody
knocking on a door. It’s up to somebody mak-
ing a phone call. It’s up to somebody talking to
their mom or their dad, or their wife or their
husband, or grandma or grandpa. And that’s
how democracy is supposed to be. It’s up to
you. You’ve got the power.

And that’s why I need you, Virginia. Don’t
get tired. Don’t get weary. If you’re willing to
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knock on some doors with me and make some
phone calls for me, grab some friends for me,
turn out to vote for me, we’ll win Virginia.
We’ll win this election. We’ll finish what we
started. We’ll move forward. Together we’ll re-
new the bonds and reaffirm the spirit that
makes the United States of America the great-
est nation on Earth.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 p.m. at
Jiffy Lube Live. In his remarks, he referred to
Republican Presidential nominee W. Mitt
Romney. The transcript released by the Office
of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of former President William J. Clinton.
The transcript was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on November 4.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Concord, New Hampshire
November 4, 2012

The President. Hello, New Hampshire! Are
you fired up? Are you ready to go? You’ve got
to be fired up after Bill Clinton.

Let me just say, President Clinton has been
traveling all across the country for this cam-
paign. He has been breaking it down so well
that people tell me I should ask him to be sec-
retary of explaining stuff. [Laughter] The only
Clinton working harder than him is our Secre-
tary of State, Hillary Clinton. And I’m so grate-
ful to both of them.

I also want you to give it up for your out-
standing Governor John Lynch and one of the
best Senators in Washington, our friend,
Jeanne Shaheen.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back!
Now, this is an unbelievable crowd. I am so

grateful to all of you. I know that some of you
came here pretty early and it’s getting a little
cold, but folks from New Hampshire are
tough. They are tough.

Now, for the past several days, obviously, all
of us have been focused on one of the worst
storms of our lifetimes. And New Hampshire
knows about storms, but obviously, what we’ve
seen happen in New Jersey and New York and
Connecticut just breaks our heart. We can only
imagine what families are going through who
have lost loved ones in the storm. Our hearts
and prayers go out to them.

And I had a chance to visit New Jersey, and
every day, I’m on the phone with our FEMA
Directors and the Governors and the mayors
and making sure that we’re doing everything

we can. And I think I speak for the entire
country when I say we will not stop until those
folks whose lives have been upended, that their
lives have been rebuilt. We will be with them
every step of the way. I don’t speak just as the
President, I speak for every single American.
We’re going to help them rebuild. We will help
them rebuild. That’s what we do as Americans.

And that’s the interesting thing, is despite
the heartbreak, we’ve also been inspired these
past few days. And we see our first-responders,
our police officers, our firefighters, EMS folks
running into buildings, wading through water,
helping their fellow citizens. We see neighbors
helping neighbors cope with tragedy. Leaders
of different parties working to fix what’s bro-
ken. A spirit that says no matter how bad a
storm is, no matter how tough the times are,
we’re all in this together. We rise and fall as
one Nation and as one people.

And that spirit, New Hampshire, has guided
this country along its improbable journey for
more than two centuries. It’s that spirit that
carried us through the trials and tribulations of
these last 4 years.

In 2008, we were in the middle of two wars
and the worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression. Today, our businesses have creat-
ed nearly 5½ million new jobs. The American
auto industry is back on top. Home values are
on the rise. We’re less dependent on foreign
oil than any time in 20 years.

Because of the service and sacrifice of our
brave men and women in uniform—a whole
lot of them from here in New Hampshire—the
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war in Iraq is over, the war in Afghanistan is
coming to a close, Al Qaida is on the run, Usa-
ma bin Laden is dead.

We’ve made real progress. We’ve made real
progress these past 4 years, but, New Hamp-
shire, we’re here because we know we’ve got
more work to do. As long as there is a single
American who wants a job, but can’t find one,
our work is not yet done. As long as there are
families who are working harder and harder,
but still falling behind, our work is not yet
done. As long as there is a child anywhere in
New Hampshire, anywhere in this country,
who is languishing in poverty and barred from
opportunity, our fight has to go on. Our fight
has to go on.

Our fight goes on because we know this Na-
tion can’t succeed without a growing, thriving
middle class. Our fight goes on because Ameri-
ca has always done best when everybody gets a
fair shot and everybody is doing their fair share
and everybody is playing by the same rules.
That’s what we believe. That’s why you elected
Bill Clinton in ’92. That’s why you elected me
in 2008. And that’s why I’m running for a sec-
ond term as President of the United States.

The President. Now, New Hampshire——
Audience members. Four more years! Four

more years! Four more years!
The President. Now, New Hampshire, in 2

days, you’re all going to have a choice to make.
And it’s not just a choice between two candi-
dates or two parties. It’s a choice between two
different visions for America, between a return
to the top-down policies that crashed our econ-
omy and an economy that’s built from the mid-
dle out and the bottom up and creates a strong,
growing middle class.

As Americans, we honor the strivers, the
dreamers, the small-businesspeople, the entre-
preneurs, the risk takers. They’ve always been
the driving force behind our free enterprise
system, and that system has been the greatest
engine of growth and prosperity the world has
ever known. But we also know that in this
country, that system, our free enterprise sys-
tem, works when everybody has got a shot,
when everybody is participating, when every-
body has got a chance to get a good education

and learn new skills, when we support research
into medical breakthroughs and new technolo-
gies that will create new businesses.

We believe America is stronger when every-
body can count on affordable health care,
when everybody can count on Medicare and
Social Security for a dignified retirement. We
think the market works better when there are
rules: when there are rules in place to protect
our kids from toxic dumping; rules in place to
protect consumers from being taken advantage
of by unscrupulous credit card companies or
mortgage lenders.

And you know, folks in New Hampshire,
just like folks all across the country, they don’t
want to do—they don’t want to see govern-
ment do everything. They want to make sure
government is giving people tools to succeed.
And there are some things they don’t want gov-
ernment meddling in; for example, they cer-
tainly don’t want politicians in Washington—
most of whom are male—trying to control
health care choices that women should be
making for themselves.

Now, for 8 years, we had a President who
shared these beliefs; you just heard him. Presi-
dent Clinton’s economic plan asked the
wealthiest Americans to pay a little bit more so
we could reduce our deficit and invest in the
skills and ideas of our people. And at the time,
the Republican Congress—and a certain Sen-
ate candidate by the name of Mitt Romney—
said Bill Clinton’s plan would hurt the econo-
my and kill jobs. Sounds familiar, doesn’t it?
Turns out, his math was just as bad back then
as it is now. [Laughter] Because by the end of
President Clinton’s second term, America cre-
ated 23 million new jobs, and incomes were
up, and poverty was down, and the deficit had
become the biggest surplus in history.

So, New Hampshire, we know our ideas
work. We’ve tried them, and they worked.
They worked for middle class families. They
created strong and sturdy ladders into the mid-
dle class for everybody who was willing to carry
out their responsibilities.

Now, just like we’ve tried our ideas, the oth-
er side, they’ve tried their ideas. We gave those
a shot. After Bill Clinton left, we had 8 years to
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test their ideas, to test Governor Romney’s
ideas. For most of the last decade, we tried giv-
ing big tax cuts to the wealthiest Americans.
We tried letting insurance companies and oil
companies, Wall Street, do whatever they
pleased, giving them free license. And what did
we get? Falling incomes, record deficits, the
slowest job growth in half a century, and an
economic crisis that we’ve been cleaning up af-
ter ever since.

So let me get this straight. We tried our
ideas; they worked: Middle class grew, Ameri-
ca prospered, deficits became surpluses. We
tried their ideas: Incomes went down, deficit
blew up, massive financial crisis we’re still
cleaning up.

Now, this poses a dilemma for Governor
Romney. But he’s a very talented salesman,
and in this campaign, he has tried as hard as he
can to repackage the same old ideas and pre-
tend they’re new; in fact, he’s offering them up
as change, says he’s the candidate of change.

Now, let me just say this: We know what
change looks like, and what he’s selling ain’t it.
It ain’t it. Giving more power back to the big-
gest banks, that’s not change. Another $5 tril-
lion tax cut that favors the wealthy—not
change.

Audience members. No!
The President. Refusing to answer questions

about the details of your policies until after the
election is over, that’s definitely not change.
[Laughter] That’s the oldest trick in the book.
Ruling out compromise, pledging to rubber-
stamp the Tea Party’s agenda in Congress—
not change. Changing the facts when they’re
inconvenient to your campaign, that’s not
change, at least not the kind of change you
want out of your President. 

New Hampshire, after 4 years as President,
you know me. Part of this election is not just
about policy, it’s also about who do you trust?
The fact is what you know about me is I mean
what I say and I say what I mean. I said I’d end
the war in Iraq; I ended it. I said I’d pass
health care reform; I passed it. I said I’d repeal
“don’t ask, don’t tell”; we repealed it. I said I’d
expand opportunity for young people to go to
college; that’s exactly what we did.

You may not agree with every policy I’ve put
forward. There have been times where—by
the way, Michelle doesn’t agree with every-
thing I do. [Laughter] You may be frustrated
sometimes with the pace of change. I’m frus-
trated too sometimes. But you know where I
stand. You know what I believe. You know I
tell the truth. And you know that I will fight for
you and your families every single day as hard
as I know how, as long as I’ve got the privilege
to be your President.

So when you ask yourself the question,
“Who is going to fight for me and bring about
real change?” you know that I know what real
change looks like, because I fought for it along-
side you. I’ve got the scars to prove it. I’ve got
the gray hair to show for it.

After all we’ve been through together, we
can’t give up now.

Audience members. No!
The President. So let me tell you the change

we need for the next 4 years. Change is a coun-
try where every American has a shot at a good
education. Government can’t do it alone. Par-
ents have to parent. Students, you have to
study. But don’t tell me hiring more quality
teachers won’t help this economy grow. Don’t
tell me that students who can’t afford college
should just borrow money from their parents.
That wasn’t an option for me or Bill Clinton or
Michelle or a whole bunch of you.

That’s why I want to cut the growth of tu-
ition in half over the next 10 years. That’s why I
want to recruit 100,000 new math and science
teachers so our country doesn’t fall behind. I
want to train 2 million Americans in our com-
munity colleges with the skills that businesses
are hiring for right now.

That’s what change is. That’s what we’re
fighting for in this election. That’s how we’ll
grow our economy.

Change comes when we live up to this coun-
try’s legacy of innovation. I couldn’t be proud-
er that I bet on American workers and Ameri-
can ingenuity and the American auto industry.
But what makes me really proud is, we’re not
just building cars again, we’re building better
cars, cars that by the middle of the next decade
will go twice as far on a gallon of gas.
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But we don’t have to just stop with cars.
We—America has always been about innova-
tion, advanced manufacturing, making stuff.
There are thousands of workers around the
country right now building long-lasting batter-
ies and wind turbines. I want to make sure that
we’re supporting the industries and manufac-
turing of the future. I don’t want a Tax Code
that subsidizes oil company profits when
they’re making money hand over fist, I want to
support the energy jobs of tomorrow. I want to
support the new technologies that will help us
cut our oil imports in half. I don’t want a Tax
Code rewarding companies that are shipping
jobs overseas, I want to reward companies that
will create the next generation of manufactur-
ing right here in Concord, right here in New
Hampshire, right here in the United States.
That’s change. That’s the future I see for this
country. 

Change is turning the page on a decade of
war so we can do some nation-building here at
home. Now, as long as I’m Commander in
Chief, we will pursue our enemies relentlessly
with the strongest military the world has ever
known. But it’s time to use some of the savings
from ending the wars in Iraq and winding
down the war in Afghanistan to pay down our
debt, rebuild America.

We could, right now, put workers back to
work repairing roads and bridges, making sure
our schools are state of the art, laying broad-
band lines into rural communities. And we can
hire our veterans when they come home, be-
cause if you fought for freedom, if you fought
for this country, you shouldn’t have to fight for
a job or a roof over your heads when you come
home. That’s how we keep America strong.
That’s what’s at stake in this election.

Change is reducing our deficit in a balanced,
responsible way. You know, a lot of folks talk
about deficit reduction as a political tool, but
when it comes down to it, we’ve got to make
choices. We’ve got to make choices. These pri-
orities reflect our values. I’ve cut a trillion dol-
lars’ worth of spending that we didn’t need,
and I’m willing to do more. But just as we did
when Bill Clinton was President, we’ve got to
ask the wealthiest to pay a little bit more so we

can reduce the deficit and still invest in the
things we need to grow.

I will not turn Medicare into a voucher just
to give millionaires another tax cut. I’m not go-
ing to make college more expensive for young
people just to give me a tax cut. I don’t need it.
I don’t want it. Because I believe America will
be stronger if we’re helping the next genera-
tion succeed.

So, New Hampshire, that’s what change is.
We know what the future requires, and we
know it won’t be easy. You know, back in 2008,
I spent a lot of time here in New Hampshire. I
know you guys, you saw a lot of me. [Laughter]
And back then, we talked about change we can
believe in. But I said to people, you know, I’m
not just talking about changing parties or
changing Presidents, I’m talking about chang-
ing how our politics works.

I ran because the voices of the American
people, your voices—all of you, folks way in
the back and folks here in the front—your
voices have been shut out of our democracy for
way too long: by lobbyists and special interests
and politicians who were willing to say any-
thing and do anything just to keep things the
way they are, the protectors of the status quo.

And for the last 4 years, those protectors of
the status quo, they have fought us fiercely ev-
ery step of the way. They spent millions to try
to stop us from reforming the health care sys-
tem, spent millions trying to stop us from re-
forming Wall Street. They engineered a strate-
gy of gridlock in Congress, refusing to compro-
mise on ideas that traditionally both Demo-
crats and Republicans had supported.

And what they’re counting on now is that
you’re going to be so worn down by the squab-
bling and the dysfunction and the arguing and
the bickering that you’re just going to give up,
walk away, and——

Audience members. No!
The President. ——and leave things the way

they are.
Audience members. No!
The President. ——leave folks who have the

power right where they are. In other words,
their bet is on cynicism. But, New Hampshire,
my bet is on you. My bet is on you.
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And by the way, when I talk about fighting
for what we care about, this isn’t a partisan
fight. When the other party has been willing to
work with me to help middle class families, I
am right there with them. I love that. When we
cut taxes for middle class families and small
businesses, we got Republican help. When we
came together to repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell,”
we had some courageous Republican Senators
who supported it.

As long as I’m President, I will work with
anybody of any party to move this country for-
ward. And if you want to break the gridlock in
Congress, you’ll vote for leaders who feel the
same way—whether they’re Democrats or Re-
publicans or Independents—folks like John
Lynch, folks like Jeanne Shaheen. You’ll vote
for candidates like Annie Kuster, Carol Shea-
Porter. You’ll make Maggie Hassan the next
Governor of New Hampshire. Because they’re
focused on you, not on politics in the next elec-
tion. And your Governor sets a great example
of that.

But you’ve also got to have principles. You
got to have something you stand for. And if the
price of peace in Washington is cutting deals to
kick students off of financial aid or get rid of
funding for Planned Parenthood or let insur-
ance companies go back to discriminating
against people with preexisting conditions or
eliminate millions of people on Medicaid who
rely on it for their health care—the poor, the
disabled, the elderly—that’s not a deal I’m
willing to take. That’s not a price I’m willing to
pay. That’s not bipartisanship, and it’s certainly
not change. That is surrender to the same sta-
tus quo that has squeezed middle class families
for way too long.

And, New Hampshire, I’m here today be-
cause I’m not ready to give up on the fight. I
know I look a little older, but I’ve got a lot of
fight left in me. I am not ready to give up on
the fight, and I hope you aren’t either, New
Hampshire. I hope you aren’t, either.

You know, the folks at the very top of this
country, they don’t need a champion in Wash-
ington. They’ll always have a seat at the table.
They’ll always have access and influence.
That’s the way things work. We understand

that. The people who really need a champion
are the Americans whose letters I read late at
night after I come up from the Oval Office, the
men and women that I meet on the campaign
trail.

The laid-off paper mill worker who’s retrain-
ing at the age of 55 for a new career in a new
industry, she needs a champion. The restau-
rant owner who’s got great food, but needs a
loan to expand and the bank has turned him
down, he needs a champion.

The cooks and the waiters and the cleaning
staff working overtime at a Vegas hotel, trying
to save enough to buy a first home or send
their kid to college, they need a champion. The
autoworker who got laid off, thought the plant
was going to close, and then got called back,
and now is filled with pride and dignity, build-
ing a great car, he needs a champion.

That teacher in an overcrowded classroom
with outdated textbooks, digging into her own
pocket to buy school supplies and not always
getting the support that she needs, but know-
ing every day she might reach that one child
and make all the difference in that child’s life,
she needs a champion.

All those kids in inner cities and small farm
towns, in the valleys of Ohio, the rolling Virgin-
ia hills, the streets of Concord, kids dreaming
of becoming scientists or doctors or engineers
or entrepreneurs or businesspeople or teachers
or diplomats or even a President, they need a
champion in Washington.

They don’t have lobbyists. The future never
has as many lobbyists as the vested interests in
the status quo. But it’s the dreams of those
children that will be our saving grace. It’s their
dreams that will be the foundation of America.

And that’s why I need you, New Hampshire,
to make sure their voices are heard. To make
sure your voices are heard. We have come too
far to turn back now. We’ve come too far to let
our hearts grow faint. It’s time to keep pushing
forward: to educate all our kids and all our
workers, create new jobs and rebuild our roads
and our bridges and discover new sources of
energy, to broaden opportunity, to grow our
middle class, to restore our democracy, and to
make sure that no matter who you are or where
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you come from or how you started out, you can
make it here in America.

And, New Hampshire, that’s why I’m asking
you for your vote. Last night I was down in Vir-
ginia; we had a huge rally. And we were talking
to our staff—and our field organizers, they’re
all 25 or 22—[laughter]—and we were talking
to them, and I said, well, how are things look-
ing? And they seemed pretty confident. And I
looked at David Plouffe—some of you know
he’s my big campaign pooh-bah, smart guy—
but Plouffe and I looked at each other, and we
said, you know what, we’re no longer relevant
now. We’re props. Because what’s happened is
now the campaign falls on these 25-year-old
kids who are out there knocking on doors and
making phone calls.

And then we realized, pretty soon, after they
do their jobs, then they’re not relevant either,
because it’s now up to you. That’s how our de-
mocracy works, right? That ultimately it’s up to
you. You have the power. You will be shaping
the decisions for this country for decades to
come right now in the next 2 days.

And if you’re willing to work with me, if
you’re willing to stand with me, if you’re will-
ing to knock on some doors with me, if you’re
willing to make some phone calls with me, if
you’re willing to turn out for me, we’ll win New
Hampshire. We’ll win this election. We’ll fin-
ish what we started. We’ll renew those bonds
that do not break and reaffirm the spirit that
makes the United States of America the great-
est nation on Earth.

Let’s go get it, New Hampshire. Thank you.
God bless you. God bless the United States of
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. at
Capital Square. In his remarks, he referred to
Republican Presidential nominee W. Mitt
Romney; Ann McLane Kuster, founder, New-
found Strategies, LLC; former Rep. Carol
Shea-Porter; and former State Sen. Margaret
Wood Hassan of New Hampshire. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of former
President William J. Clinton.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Hollywood, Florida
November 4, 2012

The President. Hello, Florida! Are you fired
up? 

Audience members. Yeah!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yeah!
The President. I’m sorry, I couldn’t hear

you. Fired up?
Audience members. Yeah!
The President. Ready to go?
Audience members. Yeah!
Can everybody please give Annabella a big

round of applause for that great introduction?
The—stories like Annabella’s are why I got in-
to public service in the first place. And I’m so
proud of her and her family, and she’s going to
do great things.

Now, we also have here you former Gover-
nor, Charlie Crist. Give him a big round of ap-
plause. Your outstanding Senator for the next 6
years, Bill Nelson’s in the house. Representa-
tives Corrine Brown and Ted Deutch and the

chairwoman of the Democratic Party, Debbie
Wasserman Schultz, are all here. And let’s hear
it for your mayor, Peter Bober.

Now—and all of you are here, and I’m really
happy about that.

For the past several days, all of us have been
focused on the storms that are taking place
along the East Coast. And obviously, Florida
knows something about storms. As a nation, we
mourn those who’ve been lost. And I’ve been
up to New Jersey, I’ve been talking to the Gov-
ernors and the mayors every single day, and I
want people to know that when I talk to them,
I’m talking on behalf of America. And I have
told them that we will be with them every step
of the way until they have fully recovered from
the hardships and the crisis, and we’re going to
do it together, because that’s how we do in the
United States of America.

And as heartbroken as we’ve been by some
of the images of families whose lives have been
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upended, we’ve also been inspired seeing po-
lice officers and firefighters and EMS folks
rushing into burning buildings and wading wa-
ter to save lives, and neighbors helping neigh-
bors cope with tragedy, leaders of different po-
litical parties working together to fix what’s
broken. We see a spirit that says no matter how
bad a storm is, we’ll always bounce back. No
matter how tough times are, we’re all in this to-
gether—that we rise or fall as one Nation and
as one people.

Now, that spirit has guided this country
along its improbable journey for more than two
centuries. And it’s carried us through the trials
and tribulations of the last 4 years.

Remember, in 2008, we were in the middle
of the worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression. We were in the middle of two
wars. And today, our businesses have created
nearly 5½ million new jobs. The auto industry
is back on top. Home values are beginning to
rise again. We’re less dependent on foreign oil
than any time in the last 20 years. Because of
the amazing service and sacrifice of our brave
men and women in uniform, the war in Iraq is
over. The war in Afghanistan is coming to a
close. Al Qaida is on the run. Usama bin Laden
is dead.

So we’ve made real progress, Florida, these
past 4 years. But we’re here today, all of you
are here today because you know and I know
we’ve got more work to do. As long as there’s a
single American who wants a job but can’t find
one, our work is not yet done. As long as there
are families working harder but still falling be-
hind, our work is not yet done. As long as
there’s a child anywhere in Florida, anywhere
in the United States, who’s still languishing in
poverty, barred from opportunity, we know our
fight’s—must go on.

Our fight goes on because this Nation can-
not succeed without a growing, thriving middle
class. Our fight goes on because America al-
ways does best when everybody has a fair shot
and everybody does their fair share and every-
body plays by the same rules. That’s what we
believe. That’s why you elected me in 2008.
And that’s why I’m running for a second term
as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, Florida, in 2 days,
you’ve got a choice to make. It’s not just a
choice between two parties or candidates. It’s a
choice between two different visions of Ameri-
ca. On the one hand, you can choose the return
to the top-down policies that crashed our econ-
omy, or you can join me in building a future
that focuses on a strong and growing middle
class.

As Americans, we honor the businessmen
and the strivers, the dreamers, the risk takers
who have been the driving force behind our
free enterprise system, the greatest engine of
growth and prosperity the world’s ever known.
But we also believe that in this country, our
economy grows best, the markets do best when
everybody has a chance to succeed, when ev-
erybody is getting a good education, when ev-
ery worker is learning new skills, when we’re
investing in research for medical break-
throughs and new technologies.

We think America is stronger when every-
body can count on affordable, quality health
insurance, when we protect Medicare and So-
cial Security so that we guarantee dignity and
respect in retirement. We think our economy
works best when there are some rules in place
to protect our kids from toxic dumping, from
protecting consumers from being taken advan-
tage of by unscrupulous credit card companies
or mortgage lenders.

And there are some things we don’t want
Washington to do. For example, we don’t want
politicians in Washington, most of whom are
male, to control health care decisions that
women can make for themselves.

Now, for 8 years, we had a President who
shared these beliefs. His name was Bill Clin-
ton. And his economic plan when he first came
into office, he asked the wealthiest Americans
to pay a little bit more so we could reduce our
deficit and still invest in the skills and ideas of
our people. And you know what, at the time,
the Republicans in Congress—and a Senate
candidate by the name of Mitt Romney——

Audience members. Boo!
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The President. I don’t want you to boo, I
want you to vote. I want you to vote.

But a Republican candidate by the name of
Mitt Romney said Bill Clinton’s plans would
hurt the economy and kill jobs. Turns out his
math was just as bad then as it is now. [Laugh-
ter] Because by the end of President Clinton’s
second term, America had created 23 million
new jobs and incomes were up and poverty was
down and our deficit had turned into a surplus.

So, Florida, we know that our ideas work.
We also know that their ideas don’t, because
we tried their ideas too. We tried giving big tax
cuts to the wealthiest Americans. We tried giv-
ing insurance companies and oil companies
and Wall Street free rein to do whatever they
pleased. And you know what we got. We got
falling incomes and record deficits and the
slowest job growth in half a century and an
economic crisis we’ve been cleaning up after
ever since.

So let’s just think about this. Here’s your
choice: You’ve got ideas that we’ve tried and
didn’t work, and you’ve got ideas that we tried
that did work. So you’d think it would be a
pretty clear choice. But Governor Romney is a
very talented salesman. So in this campaign,
he’s tried as hard as he can to repackage these
old ideas that didn’t work and pretend that
they’re new ideas, and he’s offering them up as
change.

Audience members. No!
The President. But here’s the thing, Florida.

We know what change looks like. What Gover-
nor Romney is offering ain’t it.

Giving more power back to the biggest
banks, that’s not change.

Audience members. No!
The President. Another $5 trillion in tax cuts

for the wealthy, that’s not change.
Audience members. No!
The President. Refusing to answer questions

about the details of your policies until after the
election, that’s definitely not change.

Audience members. No!
The President. Politicians have been doing

that a long time. Ruling out compromise by
pledging to rubberstamp the Tea Party agenda
in Congress, not change.

Audience members. No!
The President. Changing the facts when

they’re inconvenient to your campaign, that’s
certainly is not change.

Audience members. No!
The President. And here’s the thing. When

you make this choice, part of what you’re
choosing is who do you trust.

Audience members. You!
The President. Because you don’t know what

crisis the next President is going to confront.
You don’t know what challenge we may have to
meet that was unexpected. So part of what
you’re focused on is how does somebody oper-
ate. And, Florida, after 4 years as President,
you know me by now. You may not agree with
every decision I’ve made. You know, Michelle
doesn’t agree with every decision I’ve made.
[Laughter] You may be frustrated sometimes
at the pace of change. I’m frustrated by the
pace of change sometimes. But here’s the
thing, is you know I say what I mean and I
mean what I say.

I said I’d end the war in Iraq; I ended it. I
said I’d pass health care reform; I passed it. I
said I’d repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell”; we re-
pealed it. I said we’d make sure the auto indus-
try came back strong; it’s come back strong.

You know what I believe. You know where I
stand. And you know that no matter what hap-
pens, I’ll fight for you and your family every
single day, as hard as I know how.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. So when you’re trying to
compare the two candidates’ agendas and
we’re talking about change, you know I know
what real change looks like, because I’ve
fought for it. Because I’ve brought it. Because
I’ve got the scars to prove it. Because I’ve got-
ten gray hair doing it. And after all we’ve been
through together to bring about change, we
can’t give up on it now.

Audience members. No!
The President. Because there’s more change

to do. Change is a country where every Ameri-
can has a shot at a good education. Govern-
ment can’t do it alone. Parents, you got to par-
ent; students, you’ve got to study. But don’t tell
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me that hiring more teachers won’t help this
economy grow. It will. Don’t tell me that stu-
dents who can’t afford college should just bor-
row more money from their parents.

Audience members. No!
The President. That wasn’t an option for me.

I’ll bet it’s not an option for a lot of you. That’s
why the change I want to bring is to cut the
growth of tuition in half over the next 10 years.
Make college more affordable. I want to re-
cruit 100,000 new math and science teachers
so we don’t fall behind the rest of the world. I
want to train 2 million Americans at communi-
ty colleges to get the skills that businesses are
hiring for right now. That’s my plan. That’s
what change is. That’s the America we’re fight-
ing for in this election.

Change comes when we live up to this coun-
try’s legacy of innovation. I could not be
prouder that I bet on American workers and
American ingenuity when I bet on the Ameri-
can auto industry. But what I’m really proud of
is not just that we’re building cars in America
again, but that we’re building better cars be-
cause of advances, because of technology, be-
cause of innovation. Cars that we’re building
now by the middle of the next decade will go
twice as far on a gallon of gas. That will save
you money. It will help our national security. It
will help our environment.

And it’s not just in the auto industry where
we can make these kinds of strides. There are
thousands of workers all across America, in-
cluding here in Florida, that are building long-
lasting batteries and wind turbines and solar
panels. And I don’t want a Tax Code that just
subsidizes oil company profits; I want to subsi-
dize and support the energy jobs of tomorrow,
the new technologies that will cut our oil im-
ports in half. And I don’t want a Tax Code that
rewards companies that ship jobs overseas; I
want to reward companies that are investing
here in America, hiring American workers,
making things stamped with three proud
words: Made in America. That’s my plan for
jobs and growth. That’s the future I see for this
country.

Change is turning the page on a decade of
war so we can do some nation-building here at

home. As long as I’m Commander in Chief, we
will pursue our enemies with the strongest mil-
itary the world has ever known. But it’s time to
use the savings from ending the wars to pay
down our debt and rebuild America: rebuild-
ing roads and bridges and making sure our
schools are state of the art; and hiring our vet-
erans when they come home, because if you
fought for this country, you shouldn’t have to
fight for a job when you come home. That’s my
plan to keep America strong. That’s what’s at
stake in this election.

Change is a future where we reduce our
deficit in a way that’s balanced and responsi-
ble. I’ve cut a trillion dollars’ worth of spend-
ing; I intend to do more. But if we’re serious
about reducing the deficit, we’ve also got to ask
the wealthiest Americans to go back to the tax
rates they paid when Bill Clinton was Presi-
dent. Because budgets are about choices. We
can’t do everything, and we’ve got to make
sure that what we do, we pay for.

And I’m not going to turn Medicare into a
voucher just to pay for another millionaire’s tax
cut. I’m not going to ask young people to pay
more for college just to pay for another mil-
lionaire’s tax cut.

So, Florida, we know what change is. We
know what the future requires. And we know
it’s not going to be easy. Back in 2008, we talk-
ed about change we can believe in. But I also
said this is hard. Because I wasn’t just talking
about changing Presidents or changing parties,
I was talking about changing how politics is
done in this country.

I ran the first time because the voices of the
American people—your voices—had been
shut out of our democracy for way too long by
lobbyists and special interests and politicians
who will say anything and do anything just to
keep things the way they are. They want to
protect the status quo. And for the last 4 years,
the status quo in Washington has fought us ev-
ery step of the way. They spent millions to stop
us from reforming the health care system,
spent millions trying to stop us from reforming
Wall Street. They engineered a strategy of
gridlock in Congress, refusing to compromise
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even on ideas that Democrats and Republicans
used to support in the past.

And what they’re counting on now is that
you’ll be so worn down, so discouraged by all
the squabbling, so tired of all the dysfunction
that you’ll just give up, walk away, and leave
the powers that be in power.

Audience members. No!
The President. In other words, their bet is

on your cynicism. But, Florida, my bet is on
you and your hope.

And listen, I want all parties to work togeth-
er. We’re not Democrats and Republicans
first; we’re Americans first. And whenever the
other party has been willing to work with me to
help middle class families and to build sturdy
ladders into the middle class, I’ve worked with
them. Some of them supported us when we cut
taxes for middle class families and small busi-
nesses. Some courageous Republican Senators
worked with us to repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell.”

As long as I’m President, I will work with
anybody, of any party, to move this country for-
ward. And if you want to break the gridlock in
Congress, you’ll vote for leaders—whether
they’re Democrats, Republicans, or Indepen-
dents—who feel the same way, who put you
first instead of politics first, instead of the next
election first.

But sometimes you got to fight for principle.
Sometimes you got to fight for what’s right. If
the price of peace in Washington is cutting
deals that will kick students off of financial aid
or get rid of funding for Planned Parenthood
or let insurance companies discriminate
against people with preexisting conditions or
eliminate health care for millions who are on
Medicaid—people who are poor or elderly or
disabled—I’m not willing to pay that price.
That’s not bipartisanship.

Audience members. No!
The President. That’s not change. 
Audience members. No!
The President. That’s surrender to the same

status quo that has hurt the middle class and
cost us jobs. And I don’t know about you, but
I’m not ready to give up on that fight.

Audience members. No!

The President. And I hope you aren’t either,
Florida.

Audience members. No!
The President. I hope you still got some fight

left in you.
Audience members. Yeah!
Listen, the folks at the very top in this coun-

try, they don’t need another champion in
Washington. They’ll always have a seat at the
table, and they’ll always have access, they’ll al-
ways have influence. The people who need a
champion are the Americans whose letters I
read late at night after I’m done in the office,
the men and women I meet on the campaign
trail—like you—every day.

The laid-off worker who has to go back and
retrain at a community college at the age of 55
to try to get a new career in a new field, she
needs a champion. The restaurant owner who
cooks great food but needs a loan to expand af-
ter the bank turned him down, he needs a
champion. The cooks and the waiters and the
cleaning staff, working overtime at a Fort Lau-
derdale hotel, trying to save enough to buy a
first home or send their kids to college, they
need a champion.

The autoworker who’s back on the job, filled
with pride and dignity, building a great car, he
needs a champion. The teacher who’s in an
overcrowded classroom, maybe digging into
her pocket to buy school supplies, not getting
the support she needs, but showing up every
day, knowing that maybe she’s going to make
that difference in that one child today, she
needs a champion.

The young immigrant who was brought
here, pledged allegiance to our flag, under-
stands themselves to be Americans, they need
a champion.

All those kids in inner cities and small farm
towns, in the valleys of Ohio, the rolling Virgin-
ia hills, the streets of Hollywood, kids dream-
ing of becoming scientists or doctors, engi-
neers or entrepreneurs, diplomats, business-
people, even Presidents, they need a champion
in Washington. Because they don’t have lobby-
ists. They don’t make campaign contributions,
but those kids, their dreams, that will be our
saving grace. We’ve got to fight for them.
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And that’s why I need you, Florida. To make
sure their voices are heard. To make sure your
voices are heard. We’ve come too far to turn
back now. We’ve come too far to let our hearts
grow faint. It’s time to keep pushing forward,
to educate all our kids, to train all our workers,
to create new jobs, to discover new sources of
energy, to broaden opportunity, to grow our
middle class, to restore our democracy; to
make sure that no matter who you are or where
you come from, no matter how you started out,
no matter what your last name is, no matter
whether you’re Black or White or Hispanic or
Asian or Native American, young, old, rich,
poor, disabled, not disabled, gay, straight—it
doesn’t matter, if you work hard you can make
it here in America too. That’s what we’re fight-
ing for.

That’s why I’m asking for your vote, Florida.
And if you’re willing to work with me and
knock on some doors with me, make some
phone calls for me, turn out for me, we’re go-
ing to win Florida. We’ll win this election.
We’ll reaffirm the bonds that hold this country
together. We’ll reaffirm the spirit that makes
the United States of America the greatest na-
tion on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. at
McArthur High School. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Annabella Rios, volunteer, Obama
2012 reelection campaign; and Republican
Presidential nominee W. Mitt Romney. 

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Cincinnati, Ohio
November 4, 2012

The President. Hello, Ohio!
Audience members. Four more years! Four

more years! Four more years!
The President. How’s it going, Bearcats? Got

some Bearcats in the house. Are you fired up?
Audience members. Ready to go!
The President. Fired up?
Audience members. Ready to go!
The President. Fired up?
Audience members. Ready to go!
The President. Oh, you sound pretty fired up.
Can everybody please give Julie a big round

of applause for the great introduction? Give it
up for your mayor, Mark Mallory, who’s here.

This is a nice crowd here. Thank you so
much. Now, those of you who have seats, if you
want to get comfortable, feel free. Those of you
who don’t have seats, you’re stuck. [Laughter]

You know, for the past several days, all of us
have been focused on what’s happening on the
East Coast, one of the worst storms of our life-
times. And the images have been heartbreak-
ing. We’ve seen those who——

[At this point, there was a disruption in the au-
dience.]

The President. We’re okay.
Audience members. Four more years! Four

more years! Four more years! 
The President. So—[laughter].
Audience members. Four more years! Four

more years! Four more years!
The President. I guess you all are still fired up.
But on the East Coast, what we’ve seen are

folks who are going through some incredible
difficulties. There are those who have lost
loved ones. And I had a chance to visit New
Jersey and talk to some of the families who
have been affected, and——

[The disruption in the audience continued.]

The President. It’s okay. [Applause] It’s
okay, guys. We’re okay.

But here—[applause]. All right, let me try
this again. No, no, no, listen up because this is
important. First of all, Cincinnati: Ohio knows
what it’s like sometimes to get hit by terrible
storms. And we’ve seen families lose loved
ones, and we’ve seen people’s lives upended.
And so I hope that all of you are understanding
that this rebuilding is going to take a long time.
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Those of you who can help through the Red
Cross, we need you to help. And when I went
to New Jersey, what I told them was, I come
not just as a President, but as a fellow citizen.
And I’m confident I speak for all Americans
when I say that no matter how long the road,
no matter how difficult, we are going to be
with them every step of the way in helping
them to rebuild their lives. And we’re going to
do it together.

During tragedies like this, obviously our
hearts are broken. But we’re also inspired——

[The disruption in the audience continued.]

The President. It’s okay, folks. Everybody,
it’s okay. We’re good. [Applause] So the—
these might have been some Tennessee Titans
fans who were mad about the Bears beating
them really badly today. My Chicago Bears did
pretty good.

But we’ve also been inspired these past few
days by the images of police officers and fire-
fighters and EMS folks running through water
and pulling folks out of buildings, neighbors
helping neighbors cope with tragedy, leaders
of different parties working together to fix
what’s broken. What we’ve seen is a spirit that
says no matter how bad a storm is, no matter
how tough times may get, we’re all in this to-
gether. We rise or fall as one Nation, as one
people.

And that spirit has guided this country along
its improbable journey for two centuries now.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back.
It’s—that spirit has also carried us through

the trials and tribulations of the last 4 years.
These have been a tough 4 years. In 2008, we
were in the middle of two wars and the worst
economic crisis since the Great Depression.
Today, our businesses have created nearly 5½
million new jobs. The American auto industry
is back on top. Home values are on the rise.
We’re less dependent on foreign oil than at any
time in 20 years. Because of the service and
sacrifice of our brave men and women in uni-
form, the war in Iraq is over, the war in Af-
ghanistan is coming to a close, Al Qaida has

been decimated, Usama bin Laden is dead.
We’ve made progress.

We’ve made real progress these past 4 years.
But here’s the thing, Ohio. We know we’ve got
more work to do. That’s why we’re here today,
because we’ve got more work to do.

As long as there’s a single American who
wants a job, but can’t find one, our work is not
yet done. As long as there are families working
harder and harder, but still falling behind, our
work’s not done. As long as there’s a child any-
place in Cincinnati, anyplace in Ohio, anyplace
in the United States of America who’s lan-
guishing in poverty, who’s barred from oppor-
tunity, the fight goes on.

Our fight goes on because this Nation can-
not succeed without a growing, thriving middle
class and sturdy ladders for all who are willing
to work hard to get into the middle class. Our
fight goes on because we know America always
does its best when everybody gets a fair shot
and everybody’s doing their fair share and ev-
erybody’s playing by the same rules. That’s
what we believe, that’s why you elected me in
2008, and that’s why I’m running for a second
term as President of the United States.

Now, in 2 days, America has got a choice to
make. You in Ohio, you’ve already been mak-
ing the choice because you’ve got early vote.
And those of you who have not yet voted, you
can still vote tomorrow and Tuesday. So don’t
wait.

But there may be some folks who are still
undecided, just decided you wanted to hear
Stevie. [Laughter] I can’t argue with that. But
for those of you—or your friends or your
neighbors—who are still trying to make up
their minds, this is not just a choice between
two candidates or two parties, it’s a choice be-
tween two different visions of America. It’s a
choice between a return to the top-down poli-
cies that crashed our economy, or the strong,
growing middle-class-based policies that are
getting us out of a crisis.

Now, understand—look, as Americans, we
believe in the free market. We believe in free
enterprise. We believe in the strivers, the
dreamers, the risk takers. We know they’ve al-
ways been the driving force behind our econo-
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my, the greatest engine of growth and prosper-
ity the world’s ever known. That’s what we be-
lieve. But we also believe that in this country,
the free market and free enterprise work best
when everybody has got a chance to partici-
pate, when everybody is getting a good educa-
tion and the skills they need to compete, when,
together, we’re investing in research for medi-
cal breakthroughs and new technologies.

We believe America works best, is stronger,
when everybody can count on affordable
health insurance, just like Julie and Nathan,
when they can count on Medicare and Social
Security in their golden years, when there are
rules to protect our kids from pollution, rules
to protect consumers from being taken advan-
tage of by unscrupulous credit card companies
or mortgage lenders.

And then, we believe there are some things
that Washington should just stay out of, like we
believe no politician—especially a whole
bunch of male politicians in Washington—
should control the health care choices women
can make for themselves.

Now, for 8 years, we had a President who
shared these beliefs; his name was Bill Clinton.
And so we were able to put our ideas to the
test. His economic plan when he came in asked
the wealthiest Americans to pay a little more so
we could reduce our deficit and invest in the
skills and ideas of our people.

And at the time, the Republican Congress—
and a Senate candidate by the name of Mitt
Romney—said that Bill Clinton’s plan would
hurt the economy and kill jobs. Turns out, his
math was just as bad back then as it is now. Be-
cause by the end of President Clinton’s second
term, America had created 23 million new
jobs, and incomes were up, and poverty was
down, and our deficit became the biggest sur-
plus in history. So our ideas have been put to
the test; we know they work.

Now, the other guy’s ideas have been put to
the test also, because after President Clinton,
we had 8 years in which we tried giving big tax
cuts to the wealthiest Americans. We tried giv-
ing insurance companies and oil companies
and Wall Street a free license to do whatever
they pleased. And what we got was falling in-

comes and record deficits and the slowest job
growth in 50 years and an economic crisis that
we’re still cleaning our way out of.

So—stay with me here—we’ve got ideas that
work, and we’ve got ideas that don’t work. And
so the choice should be pretty clear. But Gov-
ernor Romney is a very talented salesman, and
so, in this campaign, he’s tried as hard as he
can to repackage the old ideas that didn’t work
as new ideas. In fact, he’s offered them up as
change, says he’s the candidate of change.
[Laughter]

Now, here’s the thing, Cincinnati. It turns
out, we know what change looks like. And what
Governor Romney is selling is not change. Giv-
ing more power back to the biggest banks,
that’s not change. Another $5 trillion tax cut
that favors the wealthy, not change. Refusing
to answer questions about the details of your
policy until after the election, definitely not
change. That’s the oldest trick in the book.
Ruling out compromise by pledging to rubber-
stamp the Tea Party’s agenda in Congress, not
change. Changing the facts when they’re in-
convenient to your campaign, not change.

Governor Romney’s been having a tough
time here in Ohio because everybody knows he
was against saving the auto industry in a State
where one in eight jobs is connected to the
American auto industry. So he decided to solve
that problem by running ads that say the Jeep
plant here in Ohio is shipping jobs to China,
even though everyone knows the Jeep plant
isn’t shipping jobs to China. That’s not a good
closing argument to the people of Ohio. And
the problem is, this isn’t a game. You don’t
scare people just to scare up some votes. You
don’t have workers in the Jeep plant calling up
their boss saying, “Am I about to lose my job?”
because they’ve seen an ad on TV that’s not
true. That’s not what being President’s all
about.

And so, when you’re thinking about this
choice or you’re talking to your friends and
neighbors about this choice, you’ve got to re-
mind them it’s not just about policy, it’s also
about trust. Who do you trust?

Audience members. You!
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The President. Look, Ohio, you know me by
now. You may not agree with every decision
I’ve made; Michelle doesn’t agree with me on
everything. [Laughter] You may sometimes be
frustrated at the pace of change; I get frustrat-
ed at the pace of change sometimes. But you
know I say what I mean and I mean what I say.

I said I’d end the war in Iraq; I ended the
war in Iraq. I said I’d pass health care reform; I
passed it. I said I’d repeal “don’t ask, don’t
tell”; I repealed it. I said I’d help young people
afford a college education; we expanded Pell
grants, lowered student loans. I do what I say.

You know where I stand, and you know what
I believe. You know I tell the truth. And you
know I’ll fight for you and your families every
single day as hard as I know how.

So when I tell you I know what real change
looks like, it’s because I’ve fought for it, be-
cause I delivered it, because I’ve got the scars
to prove it, because that’s why my hair went
gray. [Laughter] And, Ohio, after all we’ve
been together, we can’t give up on it now.
We’ve got to keep on going and bring some
more change to America. We’ve got more work
to do.

So let me tell you, over the next 4 years,
here’s what change is. Change is a country
where every American has a shot at a great ed-
ucation. Now, government can’t do this alone:
Parents have to parent, students have to study.
Bearcats, I want you to hit the books now.
Don’t just have fun here. But don’t tell me that
hiring more teachers won’t help this economy
grow. Of course it will. Don’t tell me that stu-
dents who can’t afford college should just bor-
row money from their parents. That wasn’t an
option for me, and I’ll bet it’s not an option for
a lot of you.

That’s why I want to cut the growth of tu-
ition in half over the next 10 years. That’s why I
want to recruit 100,000 math and science
teachers, so our kids don’t fall behind the rest
of the world. That’s why I want to train 2 mil-
lion Americans at our community colleges with
the skills that businesses are hiring for right
now. That’s my plan. That’s what change is.
That’s what we’re fighting for in this election.

Change is when we live up to this country’s
legacy of innovation. I’m very proud that I bet
on American workers, American ingenuity, and
the American auto industry. But I’m especially
proud because we’re not just building cars,
we’re building better cars here in Ohio, here in
the Midwest, here in America, cars that by the
middle of the next decade will go twice as far
on a gallon of gas. That helps our environment.
That helps our economy. That helps our na-
tional security.

But we don’t want to just stop at cars, we
want advanced manufacturing all across this
country. There are thousands of workers build-
ing long-lasting batteries, building wind tur-
bines, building solar panels. I don’t want a Tax
Code that simply subsidizes oil company prof-
its when they’re making money hand over fist.
I want to support the energy jobs of tomorrow.
I want to support the new technology that will
cut our oil imports in half. I don’t want a Tax
Code that rewards companies shipping jobs
overseas. I want to reward companies investing
here in Ohio, manufacturing with American
workers. That’s my plan for jobs and growth.
That’s the future I see.

Change is turning the page on a decade of
war so we can do some nation-building here at
home. As long as I’m Commander in Chief, we
will pursue our enemies with the strongest mil-
itary the world’s ever known. But it’s time for
us to use some of the savings from ending the
wars in Iraq and winding down, transitioning in
Afghanistan to pay down our debt, to rebuild
America. Let’s put some folks back to work
right now repairing roads and bridges. And
there’s a bridge right here in Cincinnati that
needs some work. Let’s make sure we’ve got
schools that are state of the art all across this
country. And let’s especially hire our veterans,
because if you fought for this country and its
freedom, you shouldn’t have to fight for a job
when you come home.

That’s what will keep us strong. That’s my
commitment to you. And that’s what’s at stake
in this election.

Change is a future where we reduce our
deficit and our debt, but we do it in a balanced,
responsible way. I’ve signed a trillion dollars’
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worth of spending cuts; I intend to do more.
But if we’re serious about our deficit, we can’t
just cut our way to prosperity. We’ve also got to
ask the wealthiest Americans to go back to the
same tax rates they paid when Bill Clinton was
in office. And the reason, Cincinnati, is be-
cause a budget is about choices. It’s about val-
ues. It’s about priorities. We can’t do every-
thing. We’ve got to make some decisions in
terms of what’s important.

And as long as I’m President, I won’t turn
Medicare into a voucher just to pay for another
millionaire’s tax cut. I won’t throw kids off of
Head Start just to pay for another tax cut for
me. I don’t need it. Those kids need it; I don’t
need it.

So we know what change is. We know what
the future requires. And we also know it’s not
easy. It’s not easy bringing about change. Back
in 2008, when we talked about change we be-
lieve in, I warned people—look, I wasn’t just
talking about changing Presidents; I wasn’t just
talking about changing political parties. I was
talking about changing how our system of poli-
tics works.

I ran because the voices of the American
people—your voices—had been shut out of
our democracy for way too long: by lobbyists
and special interests and politicians who will
say and do whatever it takes just to keep things
the way they are. The protectors of the status
quo, they’re powerful. And they’ve fought us
every step of the way in Washington. They
spent millions to try to stop us from reforming
health care, spent millions to try to stop us
from reforming Wall Street. And when we got
all those things through, they engineered a
strategy of gridlock in Congress, refusing to
compromise even on ideas that both Demo-
crats and Republicans used to support, like
Obamacare, which started out in Massachu-
setts under Governor Romney. It worked fine
when a Republican was sponsoring it, and sud-
denly, it was terrible when a Democrat put it
forward. [Laughter]

And the reason they’ve done this—look, it’s
a strategy. They made a calculation. What
they’re counting on is that you will be so worn
down by all the squabbling, you’ll be tired of all

the dysfunction, you’ll just be fed up, and you’ll
ultimately give up on the idea of change. You’ll
walk away, you’ll leave them in power, you’ll
decide things can’t change.

Audience members. No!
The President. In other words, their bet is on

cynicism. But, Ohio, my bet’s on you. My bet’s
on you. [Applause] My bet’s on the common
sense and decency of the American people.

And by the way, this is not a partisan idea.
When the other party has been willing to work
with me to advance the cause of middle class
and working class families, I’ve been right
there with them. We worked with Republicans
and Democrats to cut middle class taxes, to cut
taxes for small businesses. We came together
to repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell.” We had some
courageous Republican Senators get involved.

I will work with anybody of any party to
move this country forward. And if you want to
break the gridlock in Congress, you’ll vote for
leaders—whether they’re Democrats, Republi-
cans, Independents—who feel the same way,
who put you first, who don’t put politics or the
next election first.

But if we want meaningful change that actu-
ally helps families, then we also have some
principles. There have to be some things that
we’re willing to fight for. If the price of peace
in Washington is cutting deals that kick stu-
dents off of financial aid or get rid of funding
for Planned Parenthood or let insurance com-
panies discriminate against people with preex-
isting conditions or eliminate health care for
millions on Medicaid who are poor or elderly
or disabled, then that’s a price I’m not willing
to pay.

That’s not bipartisanship. That’s not change.
That’s surrender to the same status quo that
has hurt too many families for too long. And I
am not ready to give up on the fight just yet. I
am not ready to give up on that fight. And I
hope you aren’t either, Ohio. 

Audience members. No!
The President. I hope you aren’t either.
See, the folks at the very top in this country,

they don’t need another champion in Washing-
ton. They’ll always have a seat at the table.
They’ll always have access and influence. The
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people who need a champion are the Ameri-
cans whose letters I read late at night when I
get up from the Oval Office, the men and
women I meet on the campaign trail every day.

The laid-off worker who has to go back at
the age of 55 to retrain at a community college,
she needs a champion. The restaurant owner
who has some really good food, but not a lot of
money and needs a loan to expand after the
bank turned him down, he needs a champion.

The cooks and the waiters and the cleaning
staff working overtime at a Cincinnati hotel,
trying to save enough to buy a first home or
send their kid to college, they need a champi-
on. The autoworker back on a job, feeling
proud because he’s building a great car, he
needs a champion. That teacher in a classroom,
overcrowded classroom, digging into her own
pocket to buy school supplies, not getting the
support she needs, but knowing maybe this day
that one child will learn something, and that
makes it all worthwhile, she needs a champion.

All those kids in inner cities and small farm
town, in the valleys of Ohio, the rolling Virginia
hills, kids dreaming of becoming scientists or
doctors or engineers or entrepreneurs, busi-
nessmen, diplomats, maybe even a President,
they need a champion in Washington. They
don’t have a lobbyist. The future doesn’t have
the same kind of lobbyists as the status quo,
but it’s the dreams of those children that will
be our saving grace.

And that’s why I need you, Ohio: to make
sure their voices are heard, to make sure your
voices are heard. We’ve come too far to turn
back now. We’ve come too far to let our hearts
grow faint. We’ve got to keep pushing forward:
to educate all our kids and train all our workers,
to create new jobs, to bring our troops home, to
care for our veterans, to broaden opportunity,
to grow a middle class, to restore our democra-
cy, to make sure that no matter who you are or
where you come from or how you started out or
what you look like, you can make it in America.
[Applause] You can make it if you try.

And, Ohio, that’s why I’m asking you for
your vote. I need you, Ohio. And if you’re will-
ing to work with me and knock on some doors
with me, if you’re willing to early vote for me,
make some phone calls for me, turn out for
me, we’ll win Ohio. We’ll win this election.
We’ll renew the bonds and reaffirm the spirit
that makes the United States of America the
greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America. Hey!

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:25 p.m. in the
Fifth Third Arena at the University of Cincin-
nati. In his remarks, he referred to Cincinnati,
OH, resident Julie Walulik and her son Na-
than; musician Stevie Wonder; and Republican
Presidential nominee W. Mitt Romney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Denver, Colorado
November 4, 2012

The President. Hello, Colorado! Are you
fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you really fired up?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go vote?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. I know a bunch of you already

voted. But if you haven’t, there’s still time.
Can everybody please give Mike a big round

of applause for the great introduction and his

service to our country? Give it up to your out-
standing United States Senators, Michael Ben-
net and Mark Udall. And one of the best Gov-
ernors in the country, John Hickenlooper.
We’ve got your former mayor and a great
friend, a member of my national team, Federi-
co Pena.

And we’ve got one of the finest congressional
delegations anyplace in the country right here
in Colorado. We’re so proud of all of them.
Please give them a big round of applause.

Now, for the past several days, all of us have
been focused on not just elections, but we’ve
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been focused on what’s been happening on the
East Coast, one of the worst storms of our life-
time. And as a nation, we mourn those who
were lost. And unfortunately, the people of this
town understand what it means to grieve better
than most, because the wounds of that terrible
shooting are still fresh in people’s minds.

But just as you’ve begun to heal as a com-
munity, we’re going to help our friends on the
East Coast heal as well. We’re going to walk
with the people whose lives have been upend-
ed, those who’ve lost loved ones; we’re going to
walk with them every step of the way in the
hard road ahead, because that’s what we do as
Americans. We help our neighbors and friends
rebuild. We will carry on with a spirit that says
no matter how bad a storm is, we come back.
No matter how tough times are, we will thrive,
because we’re all in this together and we rise or
fall as one Nation and as one people.

Colorado, that spirit has guided us along this
improbable journey for more than two centu-
ries. It’s carried us through the trials of the last
4 years.

In 2008, we were in the middle of two wars
and the worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression. And today, our businesses have
created nearly 5½ million new jobs. The Amer-
ican auto industry is back on top. Home values
are on the rise. We’re less dependent on for-
eign oil than any time in the last 20 years.
We’ve doubled our clean energy production.
Because of the service and sacrifice of our
brave men and women in uniform, the war in
Iraq is over, the war in Afghanistan is ending,
Al Qaida is on the run, Usama bin Laden is
dead. We’ve made progress these last 4 years. 

We’ve made progress these last 4 years. But,
Colorado, the reason you’re all here—aside
from wanting to hear Dave Matthews—is that
we’ve got more work to do. As long as there’s a
single American who wants a job, but can’t find
one, our work is not yet done. As long as
there’s a family working harder and harder and
still falling behind, our work isn’t done yet. As
long as there’s a child anywhere in Colorado,
anywhere in the United States, who’s languish-
ing in poverty, barred from opportunity, our
work isn’t done. Our fight goes on.

Our fight goes on because this Nation can-
not succeed without a growing and thriving
middle class and strong and sturdy ladders for
folks who are willing to work to get into the
middle class. Our fight goes on because Ameri-
ca always does best when everybody gets a fair
shot and everybody is doing their fair share and
everybody plays by the same rules. That’s what
we believe. That’s why you elected me. That’s
why I’m running for a second term as Presi-
dent of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

Audience members. Obama! Obama! Obama!
The President. Now, Colorado, in 2 days, ev-

erybody in the country has got a choice to
make. You’ve already made a choice, many of
you, but there’s still a lot of folks who have yet
to cast their ballots. And they’ve got a choice
between two candidates and two parties, but
more importantly, between two visions of our
country. It’s a choice between returning to the
top-down policies that crashed our economy or
a vision of our economy that grows from the
middle class out, from the bottom up.

And as Americans, we honor free enterprise,
free market, the strivers, the dreamers, the
business folks, the risk takers who have always
been the driving force behind our economic
growth, the greatest engine of growth and
prosperity the world has ever known. But what
we also believe is our markets, our free enter-
prise system, it works best when everybody is
participating, when everybody has a chance to
succeed, when everybody has a decent educa-
tion and everybody is learning new skills, and
when we’re investing in research and medical
breakthroughs and new technologies.

We think we’re stronger when everybody
has affordable health care, when everybody has
Medicare and Social Security that they can
count on in their golden years. We think our
markets work better when there are rules in
place to protect our kids from toxic dumping or
mercury pollution, rules to protect consumers
from being taken advantage of by an unscrupu-
lous credit card company or mortgage lender.

And then there are some things we actually
think government shouldn’t be involved with.
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For example, we don’t think politicians in
Washington should be controlling  health care
choices women are perfectly capable of mak-
ing themselves.

Now, Colorado, for 8 years, we had a Presi-
dent who shared these beliefs; his name was
Bill Clinton. And his economic plan asked the
wealthiest Americans to pay a little bit more so
we could reduce our deficit and invest in the
skills and ideas of our people.

And at the time, you may be surprised to
learn that the Republican Congress—and a
Senate candidate by the name of Mitt Rom-
ney—said Bill Clinton’s plan would kill jobs,
kill the economy. Turns out, their math back
then was just as bad as it is now. [Laughter]
Because by the end of President Clinton’s sec-
ond term, America had created 23 million new
jobs, incomes were up, poverty was down, our
deficit had become a surplus.

So, Colorado, we know our ideas work be-
cause they’ve been tested, they’ve been tried.
And we also know that the other folks’ ideas
don’t work because they’ve been tested.
[Laughter] Now, after Bill Clinton left office,
for most of the last decade, we tried giving big
tax cuts to the wealthiest Americans that we
couldn’t afford. We tried giving insurance
companies and oil companies and Wall Street
the license to do whatever they pleased. And
what we got was falling incomes and record
deficits and the slowest job growth in half a
century and an economic crisis that we’ve been
cleaning up after ever since.

So we’ve got ideas that work; we’ve got ideas
that don’t. [Laughter] We’ve tried both. We
should be able to make a pretty clear choice.
But you’ve got to give him credit, Governor
Romney is a pretty talented salesman. [Laugh-
ter] And in this campaign, he has tried as hard
as he can to repackage the same old bad ideas
that didn’t work and offer them up as new
ideas. He says they’re change.

Audience member. Chump change! [Laughter]
The President. Chump change. [Laughter]

He says they’re change. 
Now, here’s the thing. We know what

change looks like, and what he’s selling ain’t it.
Giving more power to the biggest banks is not

change. Giving another $5 trillion tax cut that
favors the wealthy, not change.

Audience members. Chump change! 
The President. [Laughter] Refusing to an-

swer questions about the details of your poli-
cies until after the election is over, that’s defi-
nitely not change. 

Audience members. Chump change!
The President. Ruling out compromise by

pledging to rubberstamp the Tea Party’s agen-
da in Congress, not change.

Audience members. Chump change!
The President. Changing the facts when

they’re inconvenient to your own campaign,
well, we’ve seen that before. That’s not change.

Audience members. Chump change!
The President. You guys get the idea.

[Laughter] Not change.
Look, here is the thing. Part of a Presiden-

tial race is about policy, and part of it is about
trust. You’ve got to have a sense of whether or
not the person means what they say and say
what they mean. And the thing is, Colorado, af-
ter 4 years, you know me. You may not agree
with every decision I’ve made, but Michelle
doesn’t either. [Laughter]

You may be frustrated sometimes by the
pace of change. Guess what? So am I. But you
know what I believe. You know where I stand.
You know I tell the truth. And you know that I
will fight for you and your families every single
day as hard as I know how.

So, Colorado, I know what real change looks
like because I’ve fought for it, because I’ve de-
livered it, because you’ve worked with me and
lifted me up to be able to get some stuff done
that is important to folks all across this country.
You know what real change looks like. I’ve got
the scars to prove it. I’ve got the gray hair—
[laughter]—to show you.

Audience member. We love that hair!
[Laughter]

The President. I appreciate that. [Laughter] 
So after all we’ve been through together, we

can’t give up now.
Audience members. No!
The President. Let me paint for you the

change we still need.
Audience members. Chump change!
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The President. No, no, no. This is the change
we want. [Laughter] You missed your cue on
this one.

Change—real change—is a country where
every American has got a shot at a great educa-
tion. And that means parents, you have to par-
ent, and students, you’ve got to study. But
don’t tell me that hiring more great teachers
won’t help grow this economy. Of course it
will. Don’t tell me that students who can’t af-
ford college should just borrow money from
their parents.

Audience members. No!
The President. That wasn’t an option for me;

I’ll be it’s not an option for a lot of you. And
that’s why I want to cut the growth of tuition in
half over the next 10 years. I want to recruit
100,000 math and science teachers so our kids
don’t fall behind. I want to train 2 million
Americans in our community colleges with the
skills that businesses are looking for right now.

That’s how we’re going to grow. That’s how
we create jobs. That’s what change is. That’s
what’s at stake in this election. That’s what
we’re fighting for in this election.

Change comes when we live up to this coun-
try’s legacy of innovation. I’m very proud that I
bet on American workers and the American
auto industry, but I’m not just proud because
we’re building cars, I’m proud because we’re
building better cars, cars that by the middle of
the next decade will go twice as far on a gallon
of gas. That helps our economy. That helps
your pocketbook. It helps our national security.
It helps our environment.

But we don’t want to just stop innovating
there. There are thousands of workers today
building long-lasting batteries and wind tur-
bines and solar panels all across the country.
And I want to make sure, instead of giving sub-
sidies to oil company profits, I want to support
the energy jobs of tomorrow, the new technol-
ogies that will cut our oil imports in half.

I want to stop giving tax breaks to companies
that reward—tax breaks that reward compa-
nies that are shipping jobs overseas. Reward
companies that are investing here in America,
in the next generation of manufacturing.

That’s how we grow an economy. That’s how
we create jobs. That’s what I see for Colorado.
That’s what I see for our future.

Change—real change—is turning the page
on a decade of war so we can do some nation-
building here at home. As long as I am Com-
mander in Chief, we will pursue our enemies
with the strongest military the world’s ever
known.

But it’s time to use the savings from ending
two wars to pay down our debt, rebuilding
America, repairing roads and bridges, making
sure our schools are state of the art, putting
people back to work right now, especially our
veterans, because anybody who has fought for
our freedom should not have to fight for a job
or a roof over their heads or the care that they
need or the benefits they’ve earned when they
come home.

That’s how we keep ourselves strong: by
keeping our commitments to those who sacri-
fice so much. And that’s also what’s at stake in
this election.

And change is a future where we reduce our
deficits in a balanced, responsible way. I’ve
signed a trillion dollars’ worth of spending cuts;
I intend to do more. But if we’re serious about
reducing our deficit, we can’t just cut our way
to prosperity. There are some things we need
to do to make sure we grow and put people
back to work, and that means we’ve got to ask
the wealthiest Americans to go back to the tax
rates they paid when Bill Clinton was in office.

Now, the reason is because budgets are pri-
orities; they reflect our values. I’m not going to
kick a kid off of Head Start so I can get a tax
break. I don’t need it. As long as I’m President,
I will not turn Medicare into a voucher just to
pay for another millionaire’s tax cut. That’s not
true to who we are, and that’s not how we grow
an economy.

So, Colorado, we know what real change is.
We know what the future requires. And by the
way, we also know it won’t be easy.

Now, back in 2008, we talked about change.
And I wasn’t just talking about changing Presi-
dents. I wasn’t just talking about changing par-
ties. I was talking about change in how we run
our politics. I ran because the voices of the
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American people—your voices—had been
shut out of our democracy for way too long: by
the lobbyists and the special interests, the poli-
ticians who will say anything and do anything
just to keep things the way they are, the pro-
tectors of the status quo.

The status quo in Washington is fierce, and
it has fought us every step of the way. They
spent millions of dollars to try to stop us from
reforming health care, millions of dollars trying
to stop us from reforming Wall Street. They
engineered a strategy of gridlock in Congress,
refusing to compromise even on ideas that, in
the past, both Democrats and Republicans
agreed on. That’s why we’ve got Republicans
opposed to a health care plan that started as a
Republican idea, implemented by a Republi-
can Governor.

And what they’re counting on now is that
you’re going to be so worn down by all the
squabbling, so tired of all the dysfunction, just
fed up, that you give up and you walk away and
you leave things the way they are and you put
back those folks who have been protecting the
status quo all these years back into power.

Audience members. No!
The President. In other words, their bet is

on cynicism. But, Colorado, my bet’s on you.
[Applause] My bet’s on you: the common
sense, the decency of the American people.
And the fact is, what we’re describing is not
partisan, it doesn’t have to be. We’re not Dem-
ocrats or Republicans first, we’re Americans
first. And when the other party has been will-
ing to work with me to make sure that every-
body has got a shot, I am right there with
them, like when we cut taxes for middle class
families and small businesses. Or when we
came together to repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell,”
we had courageous Republican Senators who
helped.

I will work with anybody of any party to
move this country forward. And if you want to
break the gridlock in Congress, you’ll vote for
leaders who feel the same way—folks, whether
they’re Democrats, Republicans, Indepen-
dents—people who put their constituencies
first, people who put folks who are out there

working hard, trying to live out their American
Dream, put them first.

But sometimes, there is going to be conflict.
Sometimes bringing about change is going to
butt up against the status quo. And we’ve got to
be willing to fight for what we believe in and
what we care about and what has built this
country. If the price of peace in Washington is
cutting deals that will kick students off of fi-
nancial aid or get rid of funding for Planned
Parenthood or let insurance companies dis-
criminate against people with preexisting con-
ditions or eliminate health care for millions
who are on Medicaid who are poor or elderly
or disabled, I’m not willing to pay that price.

That’s not bipartisanship. That’s not real
change. That’s surrender to the same forces
that have squeezed middle class families for
way too long. And I’m not ready to give up on
the fight. And, Colorado, I hope you aren’t ei-
ther. [Applause] I hope you aren’t either.

See, the folks at the very top in this country
don’t need another champion in Washington.
They’ll always have a seat at the table. They’ll
always have access. They’ll always have influ-
ence. We understand that. But the people who
need a champion are the Americans whose let-
ters I read late at night, the men and women I
meet on the campaign trail every day.

The laid-off worker who’s gone back to a
community college at the age of 55, trying to
get trained in a new career, she needs a cham-
pion. The restaurant owner who’s got great
food, but needs a loan to expand after the bank
turned him down, he needs a champion. The
cooks and the waiters and the cleaning staff
working overtime at a Denver hotel, trying to
save enough to buy a first home or send their
kid to college, they need champion.

The autoworker who thought he’d never be
back on that assembly line, and now with pride
and dignity, he’s building a great car, he needs
a champion. The young immigrant brought
here when they were a child, pledging alle-
giance to our flag, gone to our schools, know
themselves to be Americans through and
through except for a document, they need a
champion.
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All those kids in inner cities and small farm
towns, in the valleys of Ohio or the hills of Col-
orado—kids dreaming of becoming scientists
or doctors or engineers or entrepreneurs, busi-
nesspeople, diplomats, maybe even a Presi-
dent—they need a champion in Washington,
because they don’t have lobbyists. The future
will never have as many lobbyists as the status
quo does, as vested interests do. But it is the
dreams of those children that will be our saving
grace.

And that’s why I need you, Colorado: to
make sure their voices are heard, to make sure
your voices are heard. We have come too far to
turn back now. We’ve come too far to let our
heart grow weary.

Now is the time to keep pushing forward: to
educate all our kids, train all our workers, cre-
ate new jobs, rebuild our infrastructure, bring
our troops home, care for our veterans, broad-
en opportunity, grow our middle class, restore
our democracy, make sure that here in Ameri-
ca, no matter who you are, where you come
from, how you started out, what you look like,
it doesn’t matter whether you’re Black or
White, Hispanic, Asian, Native American,

young, old, rich, poor, able, disabled, gay,
straight, here in America, you can make it if
you try.

That’s why I need your vote. That’s what we
believe in. That’s why we’re pushing forward. 

And if you’re willing to work with me and
knock on some doors with me, make some
phone calls with me, turn out for me, Colora-
do, we will win this State. We’ll win this elec-
tion. We’ll finish what we started, and we’ll re-
affirm the spirit and the bonds that make the
United States of America the greatest nation
on Earth.

God bless you. God bless America. Go out
and vote!

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 p.m. at
the Community College of Aurora, Lowry
Campus. In his remarks, he referred to Mi-
chael Davis, Aurora, CO, neighborhood team
leader, and Federico F. Pena, national cochair,
2012 Obama reelection campaign; musician
David J. Matthews; and Republican Presiden-
tial nominee W. Mitt Romney. The transcript
was released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary on November 7.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Madison, Wisconsin
November 5, 2012

The President. Hello, Wisconsin! Are you
fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. I cannot imagine not being

fired up after listening to Bruce Springsteen. I
can’t thank him enough for everything that he’s
done for this campaign. He is an American
treasure. He gets embarrassed when you talk
about him that way. But he tells the story of
what our country is and what it should be and
what it can be. And I get to fly around with him
on the last day that I will ever campaign, so
that’s not a bad way to end things.

This is an incredible crowd, and it’s good to
be back. The weather is cooperating. It sort of
feels like Chicago: nice and brisk.

There are a couple other people I want to
thank before we get started. Your next Senator
from the great State of Wisconsin, Tammy
Baldwin, is here. She’ll follow in the footsteps
of two other outstanding Wisconsin Senators,
Herb Kohl and Russ Feingold, who are here.
Your next Congressman, Mark Pocan, is here.
And let’s give it up for the mayor of Madison,
Wisconsin, Paul Soglin.

Now, for the past week, even in the midst of
all this campaigning and electioneering and
way too many TV commercials, all of us, in-
cluding Bruce, have been focused on one of
the worst storms of our lifetimes. And I had a
chance to visit New Jersey, and every day I’ve
been talking to mayors and Governors and lo-
cal officials and families. And we mourn those
lives that have been lost.
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And whenever I talk to folks in the region, I
tell them the same thing that I say whenever a
tragedy besets the American family. And that
is, the American people come together and
make a commitment, that we will walk with
these folks whose lives have been upended ev-
ery step on the hard road ahead and the hard
road to recovery. We’ll carry on. No matter
how bad the storm is, we will be there togeth-
er. No matter how bad the storm is, we recover
together. We’re all in this together. We rise or
fall as one Nation and as one people.

And you know, Madison, that spirit has
guided this country along its improbable jour-
ney for more than two centuries. It’s carried us
through the trials and tribulations of the last 4
years. In 2008, we were in the middle of two
wars and the worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression. Today, our businesses have
created nearly 5½ million new jobs. The Amer-
ican auto industry is back on top. Home values
are on the rise. We’re less dependent on for-
eign oil than any time in 20 years, and we’ve
doubled the production of clean energy across
America.

Because of the service and sacrifice of our
brave men and women in uniform, the war in
Iraq is over. The war in Afghanistan is coming
to a close. Al Qaida is on the path to defeat.
Usama bin Laden is dead. We’ve made prog-
ress these last 4 years.

We’ve made progress these last 4 years. But
the reason we’re all gathered here, in addition
to listening to Bruce—[laughter]—is because
we know we’ve got more work to do. We’ve got
more work to do. As long as there’s a single
American who wants a job, but can’t find one,
our work is not yet done. As long as there are
families working harder and harder, but still
falling behind, we’ve got more work to do. As
long as there is a child anywhere in Madison, in
Wisconsin, in America who’s languishing in
poverty and barred from opportunity, our work
is not yet done. The fight goes on.

Our fight goes on because this Nation can-
not succeed without a growing, thriving middle
class and sturdy, strong ladders for everybody
who’s willing to work to get into the middle
class. Our fight goes on because we know

America has always done best, we’ve always
prospered, when everybody gets a fair shot and
everybody is doing their fair share, everybody
is playing by the same rules. That’s what we
believe. That’s why you elected me in 2008,
and that is why I’m running for a second term
as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, Wisconsin, tomorrow
you have a choice to make. And it’s not just a
choice between two candidates or two parties.
It is a choice between two different visions for
America. It’s a choice between returning to the
top-down policies that crashed our economy or
a future that’s built on providing opportunity to
everybody and growing a strong middle class.

Understand, Wisconsin, as Americans, we
honor the strivers, the dreamers, the small-
businesspeople, the risk takers, the entrepre-
neurs who’ve been the driving force behind
our free enterprise system. And that free mar-
ket is the greatest engine of prosperity and
growth the world has ever known. But we also
believe that in this country, like no other, our
market works, our system works, only when ev-
erybody has got a shot, when everybody is par-
ticipating, when everybody has a chance to get
a decent education, when every worker has the
chance to get the skills they need, when we
support research into medical breakthroughs
and new technologies.

We believe that America is stronger—not
weaker, stronger—when everybody can count
on affordable health insurance. We believe our
country is better when people can count on
Medicare and Social Security in their golden
years. We think the market functions more ef-
fectively when there are rules in place to make
sure our kids are protected from toxic dump-
ing, to make sure consumers aren’t being taken
advantage of by unscrupulous credit card com-
panies or mortgage lenders.

We believe that there’s a place for rules and
regulations that make sure our people are safe.
And we also believe there are some things poli-
ticians should stay out of. For example, we
think that folks in Washington, especially men,
should not try to control health care choices
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that women are perfectly capable of making
themselves.

Now, Madison, here’s the thing. For 8 years,
we had a President who shared these beliefs.
His name was Bill Clinton. And when he first
came into office, his economic plan asked the
wealthiest Americans to pay a little bit more so
we could reduce our deficit and still invest in
the skills and ideas of our people. And at the
time, the Republican Congress—and a certain
Senate candidate by the name of Mitt Rom-
ney—said Bill Clinton’s plan would hurt the
economy, would kill jobs, would hurt the job
creators. Does this sound familiar? [Laughter]

Turns out his math back then was just as bad
as it is now. [Laughter] Because by the end of
President Clinton’s second term, America had
created 23 million new jobs. Incomes were up;
poverty was down. Our deficit had turned into
a surplus.

So, Wisconsin, our ideas have been tested.
We’ve tried them. They worked. The other
side’s ideas have also been tested. They didn’t
work so well. After Bill Clinton left office, dur-
ing most of the last decade, we tried giving big
tax cuts to the wealthiest Americans. We tried
giving insurance companies and oil companies
and Wall Street free rein to do whatever they
pleased. And what did we get? Falling in-
comes, record deficits, the slowest job growth
in half a century, an economic crisis that we’ve
been cleaning up after ever since.

So this should not be that complicated. We
tried our ideas. They worked. The economy
grew, we created jobs, deficits went down. We
tried their ideas. They didn’t work. The econo-
my didn’t grow, not as many jobs, and the defi-
cit went up.

But here’s the thing. Governor Romney is a
very talented salesman. And in this campaign,
he’s tried as hard as he can to repackage the
same old bad ideas and make them out to be
new ideas, and try to convince you that he’s all
about change. He’s trying to convince you that
these bad old ideas are change.

Listen, we know what change looks like,
Madison. And what he’s selling ain’t it. Giving
more power back to the biggest banks, that’s
not change.

Audience members. No!
The President. Another $5 trillion tax cut

that favors the wealthy is not change.
Audience members. No!
The President. Refusing to answer questions

about your policies until after the election,
that’s definitely not change. That’s the oldest
game in the book. [Laughter] Ruling out com-
promise by pledging to rubberstamp the Tea
Party’s agenda in Congress, that’s not change.

Audience members. No!
The President. Changing the facts when

they’re inconvenient to your campaign, not
change.

Audience members. No!
The President. Which raises something else

about this Presidential campaign: It’s not just
about policies, it’s also about trust. It’s also
about trust.

Wisconsin, you know me by now. You may
not agree with every decision I’ve made. You
know, Michelle doesn’t either. [Laughter] You
may be frustrated at the pace of change. I
promise you, so am I sometimes. But you know
that I say what I mean and I mean what I say.

I said I’d end the war in Iraq, and I ended it.
I said I’d pass health care reform; I passed it. I
said I’d repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell”; we re-
pealed it. I said we’d crack down on reckless
practices on Wall Street, and we did.

So you know where I stand. You know what
I believe. You know I tell the truth. And you
know that I’ll fight for you and your families
every single day as hard as I know how. You
know that about me.

So when I say, Wisconsin, that I know what
real change looks like, you’ve got cause to be-
lieve me because you’ve seen me fight for it
and you’ve seen me deliver it. You’ve seen the
scars on me to prove it. You’ve seen the gray
hair on my head—[laughter]—to show you
what it means to fight for change. And you’ve
been there with me. And after all we’ve been
through together, we can’t give up now.

Audience members. No!
The President. Because we’ve got more

change to do. We’ve got more change to make.
Think about the next 4 years. Change is a

country where every American has a shot at a
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great education. And government can’t do it
alone: Parents have to parent, students have to
study. But don’t tell me that hiring more out-
standing teachers won’t help this economy
grow. Of course, it will.

Don’t tell me that students who can’t afford
to go to college should just borrow money from
their parents. That wasn’t an option for me,
Madison. I’ll bet it wasn’t an option for a lot of
the students who are here today. And so that’s
why I want to cut the growth in tuition in half
by the next 10 years. I want to recruit 100,000
new math and science teachers so we don’t fall
behind the rest of the world, train 2 million
Americans at our community colleges with the
skills that businesses are looking for right now.
That’s what change is. That’s what we’re fight-
ing for in this election.

Change comes when we live up to this coun-
try’s legacy of innovation. I could not be
prouder that I bet on American workers and
the American auto industry. But what makes
me really proud is we’re not just building cars
again, we’re building better cars, cars that by
the middle of the next decade will go twice as
far on a gallon of gas, which will save you mon-
ey, help our national security, help our envi-
ronment.

And that kind of innovation, that kind of in-
genuity, isn’t restricted to the auto industry.
We’ve got thousands of workers building long-
lasting batteries and wind turbines all across
the country. And I don’t want to subsidize oil
company profits, I want to support the energy
jobs of tomorrow, the new technologies that
will cut our oil imports in half, take some of the
carbon out of the atmosphere. I don’t want a
Tax Code that rewards companies for creating
jobs overseas. I want to reward companies that
are investing right here in Wisconsin, in the
next generation of manufacturing in America.
That’s my plan for jobs and growth. And that’s
what we’re fighting for in this election.

Change is turning the page on a decade of
war so we can do some nation-building here at
home. As long as I’m Commander in Chief, we
will always pursue our enemies with the stron-
gest military the world has ever known. But it’s
time to use the savings from the wars in Iraq

and Afghanistan to pay down our debt and re-
build America, putting some hardhats back to
work repairing roads and bridges, making our
schools state of the art all across this country,
hiring our veterans, because if you fought for
our freedom, you shouldn’t have to fight for a
job or a roof over your head or the services
you’ve earned when you come home.

And that’s what will keep us strong. That’s
my commitment to you. And that’s what’s at
stake in this election.

And yes, change is a future where we reduce
our deficit, but we do it in a balanced, respon-
sible way. I’ve signed a trillion dollars’ worth of
spending cuts, gotten rid of programs that ar-
en’t working. I intend to do more. But if we’re
serious about the deficit, we can’t just cut our
way to prosperity. We’ve also got to ask the
wealthiest Americans to go back to the tax rates
they paid when Bill Clinton was in office. And
by the way, we can afford it. I haven’t talked to
Bruce, but I know he can afford it. I can afford
it. Mr. Romney, he can afford it. [Laughter]

Because our budget reflects our values; it’s a
reflection of our priorities. And as long as I’m
President, I’m not going to kick some poor kids
off of Head Start to give me a tax cut. I’m not
going to turn Medicare into a voucher just to
pay for another millionaire’s tax cut.

So, Wisconsin, we know what change is. We
know what the future requires. But we also
know it’s not going to be easy. Back in 2008, we
talked about it. I know everybody sometimes
romanticizes the last campaign and the posters
and all the good feeling. But I said back then,
when I talk about change, I’m not just talking
about changing Presidents or political parties.
I’m talking about changing how our politics
works.

I ran because the voices of the American
people—your voices—had been shut out of
our democracy for way too long by lobbyists
and special interests and politicians who will
say and do anything just to keep things the way
they are, to protect the status quo. And the sta-
tus quo in Washington is fierce. And over the
last 4 years, that status quo has fought us every
step of the way. They spent millions trying to
stop us from reforming the health care system,
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spent millions trying to prevent us from re-
forming Wall Street. They engineered a strate-
gy of gridlock in Congress, refusing to compro-
mise on ideas that both Democrats and Repub-
licans had agreed to in the past.

And what they’re counting on now is that
you’re going to be so worn down, so fed up, so
tired of all the squabbling, so tired of all the
dysfunction, that you’re just going to give up
and walk away, and leave them——

Audience members. No!
The President. ——leave them right where

they are—pulling the strings, pulling the le-
vers—and you locked out of the decisions that
impact your lives. In other words, their bet is
on cynicism. But, Wisconsin, my bet is on you.
My bet is on you.

And understand, I’m not making a partisan
point here. When the other party has been
willing to work with me to cut middle class tax-
es for families and small businesses, or some
courageous Republican Senators crossing the
aisle to support the repeal of “don’t ask, don’t
tell,” I’m thrilled. Because we’re not Demo-
crats or Republicans first, we’re Americans
first.

As long as I’m President, I’ll work with any-
body of any party to move this country for-
ward. And if you want to break the gridlock in
Congress, you’ll vote for leaders like Tammy
Baldwin, whether they’re Democrats or Re-
publicans or Independents, who feel the same
way, who put you first, not the next election
first.

But you know what, sometimes, you got to
fight. Sometimes, you’ve got to stand on princi-
ple. If the price of peace in Washington is cut-
ting deals to cut students off of financial aid or
get rid of funding for Planned Parenthood or
let insurance companies discriminate against
people with preexisting conditions or eliminate
health care for millions of folks who are on
Medicaid who are poor or elderly or disabled, I
won’t pay that price. That’s not a deal I’ll take.
That’s not bipartisanship. That’s not bipartisan-
ship. That’s not change; that’s surrender.
That’s surrender to the same status quo that’s
been squeezing middle class families for way
too long.

That’s not why I ran for President, to leave
things the way they are. I’m not ready to give
up on that fight. I’m not ready to give up on
that fight, Wisconsin. And I hope you aren’t ei-
ther.

Audience members. No!
The President. Now, the folks at the very top

in this country, they don’t need another cham-
pion in Washington. They’ll always have a seat
at the table. They’ll always have access. They’ll
always have influence. That’s the nature of
things.

The people who need a champion are the
Americans whose letters I read late at night af-
ter a long day in the office, the men and wom-
en I meet on the campaign trail every day. The
laid-off worker who’s going back to community
college to retrain at the age of 55 for a new ca-
reer, she needs a champion. The restaurant
owner who’s got great food, but needs a loan to
expand after the bank turned him down, he
needs a champion. The cooks and the waiters
and the cleaning staff at a Madison hotel, try-
ing to save enough to buy a first home or send
their kid to college, they need a champion.

The autoworker who never thought he’d see
the line again and now is back on the job, filled
with pride and dignity, because it’s not just
building a great car, it’s not just about a pay-
check, it’s about taking pride in what you do,
he needs a champion. A teacher in an over-
crowded classroom with old, outdated, text-
books, digging into her own pocket to buy
school supplies, frustrated sometimes, not get-
ting the support she needs, but knowing every
single day she might make a difference in that
one child’s life, and that makes it all worth it,
she needs a champion. All those kids in inner
cities and small farm towns, in the valleys of
Ohio, the rolling Virginia hills, or in the streets
of Madison, kids dreaming of becoming scien-
tists or doctors or engineers or entrepreneurs,
diplomats, maybe even a President, they need
a champion. They don’t have lobbyists. The fu-
ture never has as many lobbyists as the status
quo. But it is the dreams of those children that
will be our saving grace. That’s what will pro-
pel us forward. That’s what will make America
continue to be this shining light on a hill.
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And that’s why I need you, Wisconsin. To
make sure the voices of those children are
heard. To make sure your voices are heard.
We have come too far to turn back now.
We’ve come too far to let our hearts grow
faint. Now is the time to keep pushing for-
ward: to educate all our kids and train all our
workers, create new jobs, bring our troops
home, care for our veterans, broaden oppor-
tunity, grow our middle class, restore our de-
mocracy, and make sure that no matter who
you are, no matter where you come from, no
matter how you started out, no matter what
your last name is, you can make it here in
America if you try.

And, Wisconsin, that’s why I need your vote.
And if you’re willing to work with me again and

knock on some doors with me, make some
phone calls for me, turn out for me, we’ll win
Wisconsin. We’ll win this election. We’ll finish
what we started. We’ll renew the bonds that
bind us together. We’ll reaffirm the spirit that
makes the United States of America the great-
est nation on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. out-
side the State Capitol on Martin Luther King
Jr. Boulevard. In his remarks, he referred to
Wisconsin State Assemblyman Mark Pocan;
and Republican Presidential nominee W. Mitt
Romney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Columbus, Ohio
November 5, 2012

The President. Hello, Columbus! Hello,
Ohio! Are you fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Fired up!
Audience members. Fired up!
The President. Ready to go!
Audience members. Ready to go!
The President. Fired up!
Audience members. Fired up!
The President. Ready to go!
Audience members. Ready to go!
The President. Give it up for Jay-Z.
It is an incredible honor to have Jay-Z and

Bruce Springsteen on the same bill. And not
only are they all on my iPod—and yes, the Pres-
ident has an iPod—[laughter]—but it’s also be-
cause both of them tell an American story.

Now, Jay-Z——
Audience member. I love you, Obama!
The President. I love you back. 
I told Jay-Z the other day our lives are paral-

lel a little bit. Nobody, I think, would expect us
to be where we are today when they met us as
younger men. Both of us now have daughters,
and both of us have wives who are more popu-
lar than we are. [Laughter]

And Bruce Springsteen, all the work he’s
done for this campaign, the Boss. He, just like
Jay, they tell the story of what our country is,
but also what it should be and what it can be
and what we need to fight for. And I’m going
to be flying with Bruce Springsteen on the last
day that I’ll ever campaign. That’s not a bad
way to bring it home, with the Boss. [Applause]
With the Boss.

There are a few other people I want to thank
before we get started. One of the toughest
fighters on behalf of working families that I
know, your Senator, Sherrod Brown is in the
house. Someone who will follow in his foot-
steps if you send her to Congress, Joyce Beatty
is here. Your mayor, Michael Coleman, is here.
And give it up for your former Governor and
my friend, Ted Stickland in the house.

Now, for the past week, all of us have been
focused on what’s been happening on the East
Coast and one of the worst storms of our life-
time. And as a nation, we watch the harrowing
images, and we’ve been heartbroken by those
who have been lost.

And I had a chance to visit New Jersey and
talk to some of the families, and every day, I’m
on the phone with mayors and local officials.
And what I’ve said to them—and I think, Ohio,
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