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our lives; it happens in our politics. It happens
in everything that we do. But you can’t suc-
cumb to that.

And the reason is that when we don’t get in-
volved, when we don’t insert ourselves into the
process, when your voices aren’t heard, then
somebody else fills the void: the folks who are
writing $10 million checks to try to buy this
election, the folks who are trying to make it
harder for Floridians to vote, the politicians in
Washington who are trying to tell women that
they shouldn’t make their own decisions when
it comes to their health care. So youre the
ones who have to make sure that doesn’t hap-

en.

That sign there, “Forward,” that’s a message
to me, but it’s also a message to you. You've got
that power, that capacity. And so, when you
think about the next 26 days, I would implore
you to ask yourselves, is there something else I
can do? Is there some little bit of difference
that I can make?

Here in Florida, last time in 2008, if you go
precinct by precinct, it’s a difference of a cou-
ple of hundred votes. I mean, it may be that
just that little bit of extra effort is what makes a
difference. And you will see me working hard-
er than I've ever worked in my life, because ev-
ery time I meet somebody who tells me that
their mom was on the verge of losing their
home, or their mom was on the verge of not
being able to get treatment for a potentially
deadly disease; every time I meet a young per-

The President’'s Weekly Address
October 13, 2012

Hi, everybody.

Every year around this time, American car
companies start rolling out their newest, shini-
est models, hoping to entice you into buying
one. It’s Detroit’s chance to show you what
they've been working on, the latest and great-
est. And this year is no exception. They've got
some pretty good-looking cars coming out.

But something is different this time around,
and it starts with the auto companies themselves.

Just a few years ago, the auto industry wasn’t
just struggling, it was flatlining. GM and

1558

son who says I can go to college now because
that change you made in the student loan pro-
gram made it possible; every time I meet one
of these DREAMer kids who explains how
they feel like the weight of the world has been
lifted off their shoulders; every time I think
about all the people who are working so hard
in this country and aren’t asking for much, just
asking for a shot; every time I think of them
and knowing that they’ve got to have somebody
in Washington who’s fighting for them and
who’s thinking about them every single day,
that’s going to make me work as hard as T know
how over the next 26 days and over the next 4
years. And I hope you have that same feeling.

We cannot let up now. We cannot let up. I
need you focused. I need you ready to fight.
And if we do, we’re going to win Florida. And
when we win Florida, we’re going to win this
election. We’re going to finish what we started
and remind the world why the United States of
America is the greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. Let’s
go get this done.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:17 p.m. at the
JW Marriott Marquis Miami hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Miami, FL, resident Lid-
ia Aja; musician Sheila Escovedo; Kirk W.B.
Wagar, Florida finance chair, and Rep. Debo-
rah Wasserman Shultz, chair, Democratic Na-
tional Committee; and Republican Vice Presi-
dential nominee Paul D. Ryan.

Chrysler were on the verge of collapse. Suppli-
ers and distributors were at risk of going un-
der. More than a million jobs across the coun-
try were on the line, and not just auto jobs, but
the jobs of teachers, small-business owners,
and everyone in communities that depend on
this great American industry.

But we refused to throw in the towel and do
nothing. We refused to let Detroit go bank-
rupt. I bet on American workers and American
ingenuity, and 3 years later, that bet is paying
off in a big way.



Today, auto sales are the highest they've
been in more than 4 years. GM is back. Ford
and Chrysler are growing again. Together, our
auto industry has created nearly a quarter of a
million new jobs right here in America.

And we're not just making more cars and
trucks, we’re making better ones.

After 30 years of inaction, we raised fuel
standards so that by the middle of the next de-
cade, cars and light trucks will average almost
55 miles per gallon, nearly double what they
get today. That means you'll only have to fill up
every 2 weeks instead of every week. It’s good
for your wallet, it’s good for our economy, and
it’s good for the environment.

The technology that makes it happen will al-
so help America stay on the cutting edge for
decades to come. Just this week, GM an-
nounced they plan to hire 1,500 workers for a
new research center in Michigan to help make
sure the high-tech cars of tomorrow are de-
signed and built right here in America.

I've also signed new bipartisan trade agree-
ments into law because I want to see more cars
on the road in places like South Korea import-
ed from Detroit and Toledo and Chicago.
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All of this is something the American people
can and should be proud of. It’s a reminder
that when the American people put their mind
to something, there’s nothing we can’t do.

So the next time you see one of those brand
new 2013 models on TV or on the lot, think
about how far we’ve come together. Think
about how, thanks to the hard work and can-do
spirit of the American people, more of those
cars and trucks are being manufactured by
American workers at American companies in
communities all across the country. And
they're going to save you more money at the
pump.

That’s what America is all about. When we
get knocked down, we get back up. We come
back stronger. And as long as I'm President,
that’s what we’ll keep doing.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:10 p.m. on October 12 in the State
Dining Room at the White House for broad-
cast on October 13. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 12, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on October 13.

Statement on the Death of Former Senator Arlen Specter

October 14, 2012

Arlen Specter was always a fighter. From his
days stamping out corruption as a prosecutor
in Philadelphia to his three decades of service
in the Senate, Arlen was fiercely independent.
Never putting party or ideology ahead of the
people, he was chosen to serve. He brought
that same toughness and determination to his
personal struggles, using his own story to in-
spire others. When he announced that his can-
cer had returned in 2005, Arlen said, “I have
beaten a brain tumor, bypass heart surgery,
and many tough political opponents, and I'm

going to beat this too.” Arlen fought that battle
for 7 more years with the same resolve he used
to fight for stem cell research funding, veter-
ans” health, and countless other issues that will
continue to change lives for years to come. Mi-
chelle and I send our thoughts and prayers to
Joan and the rest of the Specter family.

NOTE: The statement referred to Joan Specter,
wife of former Sen. Specter. The related proc-
lamation of October 15 is listed in Appendix D
of this volume.
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