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Remarks at the Dedication of the Cesar E. Chavez National Monument in

Keene, California
October 8, 2012

The President. Good morning! Buenos dias!
Si, se puede!

Audience members. Si, se puede!

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. Thank you, everybody.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. Everybody, thank you so much. T am
truly grateful to be here. It is such a great hon-
or to be with you on this beautiful day, a day
that has been a long time coming.

To the members of the Chavez family and
those who knew and loved Cesar, to the men
and women who’ve worked so hard for so long
to preserve this place, I want to say to all of
you, thank you. Your dedication, your perse-
verance made this day possible.

I want to acknowledge the members of my
administration who have championed this proj-
ect from the very beginning: Secretary Ken
Salazar, Secretary Hilda Solis, Nancy Sutley.
To Governor Brown, Mayor Villaraigosa, Con-
gressman Grijalva—they are here—we are
grateful for your presence. And T also want to
recognize my dear friend, somebody we're so
proud of: Arturo Rodriguez, the current presi-
dent of the UFW.

Most of all, T want to thank Helen Chavez.
In the years to come, generations of Americans
will stand where we stand and see a piece of
history, a tribute to a great man and a great
movement. But to Helen, this will always be
home. It’s where she fought alongside the man
that she loved, where she raised 8 children and
spoiled 31 grandchildren and 15 great-grand-
children. This is where she continues to live
out the rest of her days. So, Helen, today we
are your guests. We appreciate your hospitali—
ty, and you should feel free to kick us out
whenever you want. [Laughter]

Today La Paz joins a long line of national
monuments—stretching from the Statue of
Liberty to the Grand Canyon—monuments
that tell the story of who we are as Americans.

It’s a story of natural wonders and modern
marvels, of fierce battles and quiet progress.

But it’s also a story of people: of determined,
fearless, hopeful people who have always been
willing to devote their lives to making this
country a little more just and a little more free.
One of those people lies here, beneath a rose
garden at the foot of a hill he used to climb to
watch the Sun rise. And so today we celebrate
Cesar Chavez.

Cesar would be the first to say that this is
not a monument to one man. The movement
he helped to lead was sustained by a genera-
tion of organizers who stood up and spoke out
and urged others to do the same, including the
great Dolores Huerta, who is here today.

It drew strength from Americans of every
race and every background who marched and
boycotted together on behalf of La Causa. And
it was always inspired by the farmworkers
themselves, some of whom are with us. This
place belongs to you too.

But the truth is, we would not be here if it
weren't for Cesar. Growing up as the son of
migrant workers who had lost their home in
the Great Depression, Cesar wasn’t easy on his
parents. He described himself as caprichoso—
[laughter]—capricious. His brother Richard
had another word for him: stubborn.

By the time he reached seventh grade, Ce-
sar estimated he had attended 65 elementary
schools, following the crop cycles with his fam-
ily, working odd jobs, sometimes living in road-
side tents without electricity or plumbing. It
wasn’t an easy childhood. But Caesar always
was different. While other kids could identify
all the hottest cars, he memorized the names of
labor leaders and politicians.

After serving in the Navy during World War
I, Cesar returned to the fields. And it was a
time of great change in America, but too often
that change was only framed in terms of war
and peace, Black and White, young and old.
No one seemed to care about the invisible
farmworkers who picked the Nation’s food:
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bent down in the beating sun, living in poverty,
cheated by growers, abandoned in old age, un-
able to demand even the most basic rights.

But Cesar cared, and in his own peaceful, el-
oquent way, he made other people care too. A
march that started in Delano with a handful of
activists, that march ended 300 miles away in
Sacramento with a crowd 10,000 strong. A boy-
cott of table grapes that began in California
eventually drew 17 million supporters across
the country, forcing growers to agree to some
of the first farmworker contracts in history.
Where there had once been despair, Cesar
gave workers a reason to hope. “What [the
growers] don’t know,” he said, “is that it’s not
bananas or grapes or lettuce. It’s people.”

It’s people. More than higher wages or bet-
ter working conditions, that was Cesar’s gift to
us: a reminder that we are all God’s children;
that every life has value; that, in the words of
one of his heroes, Dr. King, “we are caught in
an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a
single garment of destiny.”

Cesar didn’t believe in helping those who
refused to help themselves, but he did believe
that when someone who works 12 hours a day
in the fields can earn enough to put food on
the table and maybe save up enough to buy a
home, that that makes our communities stron-
ger, that lifts up our entire economy.

He believed that when a worker is treated
fairly and humanely by their employer, that
adds meaning to the values this country was
founded upon and credence to the claim that
out of many, we are one. And he believed that
when a child anywhere in America can dream
beyond her circumstances and work to realize
that dream, it makes all our futures just a little
bit brighter.

It was that vision, that belief in the power of
opportunity, that drove Cesar every day of his
life. It’s a vision that says, maybe I never had a
chance to get a good education, but I want my
daughter to go to college. Maybe I started out
working in the fields, but someday, I'll own my
own business. Maybe I have to make sacrifices,
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but those sacrifices are worth it if it means a
better life for my family.

That’s the story of my ancestors; that’s the
story of your ancestors. It’s the promise that
has attracted generations of immigrants to our
shores from every corner of the globe, some-
times at great risk, drawn by the idea that no
matter who you are or what you look like or
where you come from, this is the place where
you can make it if you try.

Today, we have more work to do to fulfill
that promise. The recession we're fighting our
way back from is still taking a toll, especially in
Latino communities, which already faced high-
er unemployment and poverty rates. Even with
the strides we’ve made, too many workers are
still being denied basic rights and simple re-
spect. But thanks to the strength and character
of the American people, we are making prog-
ress. Our businesses are creating more jobs.
More Americans are getting back to work.

And even though we have a difficult road
ahead, I know we can keep moving forward to-
gether. T know it because Cesar himself
worked for 20 years as an organizer without a
single major victory—think about that—but he
refused to give up. He refused to scale back his
dreams. He just kept fasting and marching and
speaking out, confident that his day would
come.

And when it finally did, he still wasn’t satis-
fied. After the struggle for higher wages, Cesar
pushed for fresh drinking water and worker’s
compensation, for pension plans and safety
from pesticides. Always moving, always striving
for the America he knew we could be.

More than anything, that’s what I hope our
children and grandchildren will take away from
this place. Every time somebody’s son or
daughter comes and learns about the history of
this movement, I want them to know that our
journey is never hopeless, our work is never
done. I want them to learn about a small man
guided by enormous faith in a righteous cause,
a loving God, the dignity of every human be-
ing. I want them to remember that true cour-
age is revealed when the night is darkest and



the resistance is strongest and we somehow
find it within ourselves to stand up for what we
believe in.

Cesar once wrote a prayer for the farmwork-
ers that ends with these words:

Let the Spirit flourish and grow,

So that we will never tire of the struggle.

Let us remember those who have died for
justice,

For they have given us life.

Help us love even those who hate,

So we can change the world.

Our world is a better place because Cesar
Chavez decided to change it. Let us honor his
memory. But most importantly, let’s live up to
his example.
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Thank you. God bless you. God bless Ameri-
ca. Si, se puede!

Audience members. Si, se puede!

The President. Si, se puede!

Audience members. Si, se puede!

The President. Si, se puede!

The President. Thank you, everybody.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m.
outside the Villa La Paz Conference and Ed-
ucation Center at the National Chavez Cen-
ter. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor An-
tonio R. Villaraigosa of Los Angeles, CA; and
Dolores C. Huerta, president, Dolores
Huerta Foundation. The related proclama-
tion is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in San Francisco, California

October 8, 2012

The President. Thank you! Thank you so
much, everybody. It's good to be back in San
Francisco. Thank you. Everybody, have a seat,
have a seat.

I've already had a chance to say hello to ev-
erybody. Pam, that was—where did Pam go?
There she is. That was the sweetest introduc-
tion I've had since I've been President, and it
means so much. I know that many of you are
wondering, why does she look so much young-
er than him? [Laughter] And all T can say is
genes. [Laughter]

But Pam has been a great friend, a great
supporter. We've known each other for a long
time. And it’s true that actually the environ-
ment that we grew up in, I think for both of us,
still provides us a certain ballast. Sometimes
people wonder why it is that I seem pretty
even keeled. And I'd like to think that part of it
is that’s how I'm hardwired, but part of it is,
when you spent your formative years in Ha-
waii, you think to yourself, it can’t be that bad.
[Laughter] And if it is, then you go to Sandy
Beach, and you bodysurf, and you feel fine af-
terwards. [Laughter] It washes away all wor-
ries.

So I'm not going to spend a long time mak-
ing a speech at the top end because I think
we're going to reserve some time for questions.
Most of you have been great friends for many
years. Many of you supported me when I was
running for the United States Senate, much
less running for President. And so I think you
know who I am and you know what I care
about. And all I'm going to do is just talk a little
bit about this campaign, which has 29 days left.

Some of you know that Michelle and I cele-
brated our 20th anniversary. It wasn’t the most
romantic setting—{laughter]—the actual anni-
versary. So it was on debate night, so as a con-
sequence, we then scheduled for date night on
Saturday. And we went out and snuck our way
through Washington, got to a restaurant in
Georgetown. And there was a little private
room, because although sometimes we’re able
to sit in where everybody else is sitting, some-
times people lean over and are kind of listening
in to what we're saying, and I wanted to make
sure that I was giving my wife undivided atten-
tion.

And it was a wonderful dinner, and we had a
great time. And the waiter, a young man,
couldn’t have been sweeter, very unobtrusive,
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didn’t say much; just was doing a great job. At
the end, as I was signing the check—and yes, I
do still have a credit card. I mean, I—[laugh-
ter]—sometimes, it takes me a while to find it.
[Laughter] At the end, I handed him over the
credit card, and he said, “Mr. President, I hope
you don’t mind, I hope I'm not being obtru-
sive, but I just want you to know that you saved
my mom’s life.” And I said, “Well, of course I
don’t mind, but what do you mean?” And he
said: “Well, my mother had a stroke. She didn’t
yet qualify for Medicare. And because of the
health care law, she was able to get insurance
and can pay for her medications. And so I just
want you to know that that meant a lot to me,
and I hope you didn’t mind me saying that.”

And as he went out, I told Michelle that
probably once a day I get something like that,
maybe not always as dramatic. But every time I
have a conversation like that, it reminds me
that what we do is not sport. It’s not simply
about who’s up and who’s down and polls and
how much money is raised and so forth. Ulti-
mately, it’s about that young man and his mom
and the belief that in this great country of ours,
we're going to make sure that every single per-
son is treated with dignity and with respect and
that they’re going to have a chance, if they're
willing to work hard and take responsibility, to
live a full and fruitful life. That's why we do
this. That’s what these events are about. It’s in
service of this larger goal.

And sometimes, we lose sight of that. But
with 29 days left in this campaign, I hope none
of you lose sight of it, because we've got a lot
more work to do. We've got a lot more work to

do to win the election, and then we have a lot
more work to do to actually deliver on the
promise.

When we were in Grant Park in 2008, I ex-
plained this is not the end point; this is simply
the end of the beginning. And now we’ve got to
get started to really deliver on the incredible
possibilities and promise of this country if we
make good decisions and we keep the future of
our kids and our grandkids in mind in every-
thing that we do.

Now, having said all that, Pam is right that I
am pretty competitive, and I very much intend
to win this election. But we're only going to do
it if everybody is almost obsessive for the next
29 days. So most of you have contributed to the
campaign, but there is more than you can do
over the next 29 days. There’s a phone call you
can make. There’s an e-mail you can send.
There is a trip into Nevada you can do to knock
on doors. There are cousins and uncles and
friends in battleground States all across the
country. '

You need to mobilize every resource that
you've got to make sure that we bring this
home. And I'm confident we will, but we can’t
take anything for granted.

So with that, let me just open it up to some
questions.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:07 p.m. at the
Bill Graham Civic Auditorium. In his remarks,
he referred to Pamela Hamamoto, a former
classmate from the Punahou School in Hono-
lulu, HI. Audio was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in San Francisco

October 8, 2012

The President. Hello, San Francisco! Thank
you! I love you back! Thank you, everybody.

Now, there are a couple of people I want
to acknowledge who are here tonight. First
of all, give it up for your mayor, Ed Lee, in
the house. Your attorney general, Kamala
Harris, is here. Got a couple of outstanding
Members of Congress: Barbara Lee and Pete
Stark. It appears that John Legend and Mi-
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chael Franti did a pretty good job firing you
up.

And we've got two San Francisco 49ers: Alex
Smith—your quarterback, Alex Smith; that
tight end, Vernon Davis. I've had a chance to
meet them. They seem like wonderful young
men and just so impressive and poised. So I
can’t help but wish them the best of luck, until
they play my Bears in week 11.



Audience members. Boo!

The President. What happened? What hap-
pened? Come on. [Laughter]

Now, I know that was quite a show. You
guys have been having fun. But now we’ve got
to get down to business. We're here because
we've got some work to do. We're here be-
cause we've got an election to win. We're here
because everything we fought for in 2008 is on
the line in 2012. And I'm going to need your
help to finish what we started.

Now, 4 years ago, I made a few commit-
ments to you. I told you I'd end the war in
Iraq, and I did. I said I'd end the war in Af-
ghanistan, and we are. I said we’d refocus on
the people who actually attacked us on 9/11.
And today, Al Qaida is on its heels, and Usama
bin Laden is no more.

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for
middle class families, and we have by $3,600. I
promised to cut taxes for small-business own-
ers, and we have 18 times. We got back every
dime used to rescue the banks, and we passed
a law to end taxpayer-funded Wall Street bail-
outs for good.

We passed health care reform, also known
as, a.k.a. Obamacare. And we did so because 1
do care. I care that folks with preexisting con-
ditions can still get insurance. I care that your
insurance companies don’t jerk you around. I
care that we make sure that being a woman is
not considered a preexisting condition and an
excuse to pay people more.

I told you that we would make sure that no-
body who serves this country so bravely will ev-
er be kicked out of the military because of who
they are or who they love. We ended “don’t
ask, don’t tell.”

When Governor Romney said, we should
“let Detroit go bankrupt,” we said, T don’t
think we’re going to take your business advice.
We reinvented a dying auto industry that’s now
back on top of the world.

Three years—three years—after the worst
economic crisis of our lifetimes, our businesses
have created more than 5 million new jobs.
This past Friday, we found out that the unem-

* White House correction.
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ployment rate had fallen from a height of 10
percent down to 7.8 [percent],g the lowest lev-
el since I took office. Manufacturers are com-
ing back to America. Home values are on the
rise.

We are not there yet. We're not where we
need to be yet. There are still too many Ameri-
cans looking for work, too many families who
are having trouble paying the bills, too many
homes underwater, too many young people
burdened with debt from going to school. But
if there’s one thing I know, it is this: We have
come too far to turn back now.

The last thing we can afford, California,
right now is 4 years of the very same policies
that led us into the mess in the first place.
We've spent 4 years cleaning it up. We don’t
want another mess. We can’t allow that to hap-
pen. I won't allow it to happen. And that’s why
I'm running for a second term for President of
the United States of America.

I've seen too much pain and too much strug-
gle to let this country get hit with another
round of top-down economics. The center-
piece of my opponent Governor Romney’s
economic plan is a $5 trillion tax cut skewed to-
wards the wealthy. He’s been pitching this plan
for almost 2 years now.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. No, no, don’t boo, vote!

He stood up on stage during one of the pri-
mary debates, proudly promised that he—that
his tax cuts would include the top 1 percent.
He promised this. But most of the economists
who crunched the numbers said Governor
Romney’s plan would either blow up the defi-
cit or raise taxes on the middle class. It’s one or
the other. That's how arithmetic works.
[Laughter]

So, a few weeks ago, you can start seeing
he’s figuring out, well, this isn’t maybe selling
that well. [Laughter] And then, a few nights
ago, suddenly, a guy pretending to be Mitt
Romney stood on a stage next to me—[laugh-
ter]—and said he’s changing his plan. He is
just going to pretend it doesn’t exist. What $5
trillion tax cut? [Laughter] 1 don’t know
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anything about a $5 trillion tax cut. Don’t pay
any attention to that tax cut behind the curtain.
[Laughter] During the debate he said, “There
is no economist who can say Mitt Romney’s tax
plan adds $5 trillion to the deficit if T say T will
not add to the deficit with my tax plan.”

Thanks for clearing that up. [Laughter]
We'll take your word for it. This was almost as
believable as when he said he’d bring down our
deficit by going after what has been the biggest
driver of our debt and deficits over the last de-
cade: public television, PBS. [Laughter] You
didn’t know this, but for all you moms and kids
out there, you should have confidence that fi-
nally somebody is cracking down on Big Bird.
[Laughter] Elmo is—has been seen in a white
Suburban. He’s driving for the border. [Laugh-
ter] Oscar is hiding out in his trash can.
[Laughter] We're cracking down on them.
Governor Romney’s plan is to let Wall Street
run wild again, but he’s going to bring the
hammer down on Sesame Street. [Laughter]

Listen, after the debate, I had a bunch of
folks come to me: Don’t be so polite, don’t be
so nice. [Laughter] But I want everybody to un-
derstand something: What was being presented
wasn’t leadership, that’s salesmanship. And we
cannot afford another round of tax cuts for the
wealthy. We can’t afford to gut investments in
education or clean energy or research and tech-
nology. We can’t afford to roll back regulations
on Wall Street banks or major polluters or in-
surance companies. That is not a jobs plan.
That’s not a plan to grow the economy. That’s
not change we can believe in. That’s a relapse.
We have been there. We have tried that. We
are not going back, we are moving forward.
That's why you're here. That's why I'm here.
That’s why I'm running for a second term as
President of the United States. Look

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. We have a different vision
about how you create jobs and prosperity in
America. We have to change our Tax Code so
it stops rewarding companies that are shipping
jobs overseas. I want to reward small business-
es and manufacturers who are investing and
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taking root right here in the United States of
America.

We can create more jobs controlling our
own energy. After 30 years of inaction, we
raised fuel standards so that by the middle of
the next decade, your cars and trucks will go
twice as far on a gallon of gas. That’s good for
our economy. It's good for our national securi-
ty. It’s good for our environment. And today,
the United States of America is less dependent
on foreign oil than at any time in the last two
decades.

So we don’t want to reverse that progress.
We’ve got to build on it. My plan would cut our
oil imports in half. And we can invest in the
clean energy that’s creating thousands of jobs
all across America right now: wind power and
solar power and clean coal, fuel-efficient cars,
long-lasting batteries. We're producing oil and
natural gas at record rates. But we have to
make sure that we're also grabbing for the fu-
ture. We can’t cede that to somebody else.

And unlike my opponent, I will not allow oil
companies to collect another $4 billion every
single year in taxpayer-funded corporate wel-
fare. I'm not going to let China win the race for
clean energy technologies. I want to see those
technologies developed right here in Califor-
nia, right here in the United States of America.
And as I said at the convention, yes, my plan
will continue to reduce carbon pollution be-
cause climate change is not a hoax. Drought,
floods, wildfires, they’re not a joke. They're a
threat to our kids” future. That’s what we're
fighting for.

I believe we've got to have the best educa-
tion system in the world. That will create jobs.
That’s good for business: making sure that ev-
erybody has the skills they need to compete
and to be good citizens. Education is the rea-
son I'm standing here today. It's why Michelle
was able to do everything she’s done in her life.
It’s true for so many of all the folks here.

So now we’ve got a choice. We can gut edu-
cation to pay for tax breaks that we don’t need.
Or we can recruit 100,000 new math and sci-
ence teachers, focus on early childhood educa-
tion, provide job training for 2 million more
workers in our community colleges, help to



lower tuition costs for our students going to
college. We can meet those goals. That’s what
we're fighting for. That’s what’s at stake in the
next 29 days. That’s why I'm running for a sec-
ond term as President.

I want to use some of the money we're sav-
ing from ending the wars in Iraq and winding
down our efforts in Afghanistan to pay down
our deficit, put people back to work all across
America rebuilding roads and bridges, airports
and schools. Infrastructure, that’'s what I'm
talking about. [Laughter] I'm pitching, you're
catching.

Governor Romney, he has a different view.
He said it was “tragic” to end the war in Iraq.
In a speech today, he doubled down on that
belief. He said ending the war was a mistake. I
disagree. Bringing our troops home was the
right thing to do.

And every brave American who wears the
uniform of this country should know that as
long as I'm Commander in Chief, we will sus-
tain the strongest military the world has ever
known. And when our troops take off their uni-
forms, we will serve them as well as they
served us, because nobody who has fought for
us should have to fight for a job or a roof over
their heads when they come home.

And, yes, we need to cut our deficit and re-
duce our debt. And——

Audience member. 1 love you!

The President. 1love you back!

But we do have to reduce our debt and our
deficits, and I've put forward a $4 trillion plan
to get it done over the next 10 years. We've al-
ready worked with Democrats and Republi-
cans to cut a trillion dollars in spending. T am
ready to do more. But we cannot just cut our
way to prosperity. We cannot get this done un-
less we ask the wealthiest households to pay
higher taxes on incomes over $250,000, the
same rate we had when Bill Clinton was Presi-
dent. We created 23 million new jobs, went
from deficit to surplus, created a whole lot of
millionaires and successful small businesses as
well.

Governor Romney says it’s fair that he pays
a lower tax rate than a teacher or an autowork-
er who makes $50,000.
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Audience members. Boo!

The President. Don’t boo, vote!

You know what, I refuse to ask middle class
families to give up their deductions for owning
a home or raising their kids to pay for a tax cut
we don’t need. I refuse to pay for a tax cut for
millionaires and billionaires by asking those
students who are here today to pay more for
college or kicking kids off of Head Start or
eliminating health insurance for millions of
Americans who are poor or elderly or disabled.
That is not what has built this country. That is
not what we believe. That is not what’s going to
happen. We are going to go forward, not back-
wards. That's why I'm running for a second
term as President of the United States.

So, San Francisco, California, this is the
choice we now face. It’'s what the election
comes down to. Over and over, we are told by
opponents that since government can’t do ev-
erything, it should do almost nothing. Basic
philosophy is, you're on your own. If you can’t
afford health insurance, hope you don’t get
sick. Companies are releasing pollution that
our kids are breathing. Well, that’s just the
price of progress. You can’t afford to start a
business or go to college? Just borrow money
from your parents. [Laughter]

That’s not who we are. That’s not what this
country is about. Here in America, we believe in
individual initiative. We believe that we can’t
help folks who don’t want to try to help them-
selves, but we also believe in opportunity. We al-
so believe we're all in this together. We also un-
derstand that America is not about what can be
done for us. It's about what can be done by us, to-
gether, as one Nation, as one people. That’s what
you all understood in 2008. That’s what change
was about: you—all of us—coming together.

You're the reason there’s a little girl some-
where here in California who is going to get
the care she needs because an insurance com-
pany can’t impose some sort of lifetime limit
on her coverage. Youre the reason a factory
worker who lost his job in Toledo or Lord-
stown, Ohio, is back on the line building some
of the best cars in the world. You're the reason
that a student right here has help paying for a
college education or a veteran can go to school
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on the new GI bill. You're the reason a young
immigrant who grew up here and went to
school here, pledged allegiance to our flag, will
no longer be deported from the only country
she’s ever called home. You're the reason why
a soldier who has served us so bravely will not
be kicked out of the military because of who
they love. You made that happen. You're the
reason that soldier can come home to his loved
ones and hear those words, “Welcome home.”
You made that happen.

And so I need you in this election. The next
29 days, we cannot afford to be complacent,
and we cannot afford to be cynical. We've got
to look back at the progress we’ve made, and
that should give us confidence. But we have to
understand, we've got a lot more to do. And if
we don’t do it, then change won’t happen.

Your voice will make a difference. And if
you don’t make that difference, then other
people will fill the void. Lobbyists and special
interests and the folks who write the $10 mil-
lion checks to try to win this race and the ones
who are trying to make it harder for people to
vote, the politicians in Washington who some-
how think that they’ve got a better idea than
women about women’s health care choices—
those are the folks that are going to be making
decisions if you are not making those deci-
sions.

Only you can make sure those things don’t
happen. Only you've got the power to move us
forward. T will be there with you, but this is a
team, people.

From the day we began this campaign, I
always said that change takes time. We al-
ways said that it would take more than one
term or even one President. We said it would
take more than one party. And by the way,
no, it doesn’t just take me. That’s not the

deal. The deal is it takes all of us. That’s the
deal.

It won’t happen if you've got somebody who
writes off half the Nation even before he takes
office. But it also won’t happen if half the Na-
tion writes off itself by not participating or
doesn’t vote.

In 2008, 47 percent of the country didn’t
vote for me. But on the night of the election, I
said to all those Americans, I may not have won
your vote, but I hear your voices. I need your
help. I'll be your President too.

I don’t know how many of you will be with
me this time around, but I'll be with you. I'll
be there fighting for you because I'm not
fighting to create Democratic jobs or Repub-
lican jobs. I'm fighting to create American
jobs. I'm not fighting to improve schools in
red States or blue States. I'm fighting to im-
prove schools in the United States. I'm not
fighting for red values or White values or
Black values or Latino values or gay or
straight values. I'm fighting for American val-
ues. They belong to all of us.

San Francisco, we are not as divided as our
politics would suggest. We’ve got more in com-
mon than our pundits believe. I still believe in
you. I'm asking you to keep believing in me.
I'm asking for your vote. I'm asking you to
knock on doors. I'm asking you to make phone
calls. And if you do, we will win this election.
We'll finish what we started, and we’ll remind
the world why the United States of America is
the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:29 p.m. at the
Bill Graham Civic Auditorium. In his remarks,
he referred to musicians John Legend and Mi-
chael Franti; and Republican Presidential
nominee W. Mitt Romney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Columbus, Ohio

October 9, 2012
The President. Hello, Buckeyes! O-H!

Audience members. 1-O!
The President. O-H!
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Audience members. 1-O!
The President. O-H!
Audience members. 1-O!



The President. Well, can everybody please
give Sonia a big round of applause for that
great introduction? And it is good to see my
friend and one of the finest United States Sen-
ators we've got today; your Senator, Sherrod
Brown, is in the house. Your mayor, Michael
Coleman, is here. Your next Congresswoman,
Joyce Beatty, is here.

Willi.am is in the house. A man who some-
times looks like he’s been to outer space.
[Laughter] I am so grateful; he has been such a
great friend for a long time. And we also have a
man who has actually been to outer space;
John Glenn in the house!

Now, before I begin, Buckeyes, I've got a
question for you: Are you registered to vote?

Audience members. Yes!

The President. Because if you're not, today
is the last day you can register. Now, I know it’s
easy to procrastinate in college. I procrastinat-
ed a lot. But we've made it easy. You go to
vote.barackobama.com to register yourself.
And you've got until 9 p.m. tonight. No exten-
sions. No excuses. I know you guys are up at 9
p-m. [Laughter] As you get older you start
thinking about sleeping around 9 p.m., but you
guys are just getting started.

If you are registered, you can vote right
now, today. Just go to vote.barackobama.com
to find out where. All right? A’ight?

Audience members. All right!

The President. All right. Now, even better,
grab your friends, grab everybody in your
dorm, grab your fraternity or sorority, join
william right after this event because he’s
heading to an early vote location where you
can register and vote in the same place right
now. There are buses around the corner that
can get you there and back. So don’t wait. Do
not delay. Go vote today. What do you think?

All right, Buckeyes, we need you. We need
you fired up——

Audience member. 1 love youl

The President. 1 love you back, but I need
you voting. I need you fired up. I need you
ready to go to vote. Because we've got some
work to do. We've got an election to win. Ev-
erything that we fought for in 2008 is on the
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line in 2012. And I need your help to finish
what we started.

Four years ago, I told you I'd end the war in
Iraq, and we did. I said I'd end the war in Af-
ghanistan, and we are. I said we’d refocus on
the people who actually attacked us on 9/11,
and today, Usama bin Laden is dead.

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for
middle class families, and we have, by $3,600. I
promised to cut taxes for small-business own-
ers, and we have, 18 times. We got back every
dime we used to rescue the banks, and we also
passed a law to end taxpayer-funded Wall
Street bailouts permanently.

We passed health care reform, also known
as Obamacare, because I do care. I don’t want
insurance company jerking you around any-
more. I don’t want somebody without health
care when they’ve got a preexisting condition.

We repealed “don’t ask, don’t tell” as I
promised we would. Today, no outstanding sol-
dier or marine or coastguardsman, sailor, air-
man, none of them can be kicked out of the
military because of who they are or who they
love.

And when you think about, Ohio, when
Governor Romney said that we should just let
the auto industry go bankrupt, we said no,
we're not going to take your advice.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. Don’t boo, vote.

And we reinvented a dying auto industry
that supports one in eight Ohio jobs and has
come roaring back to the top of the world.

Four years after the worst economic crisis of
our lifetimes, our businesses have created
more than 5 million new jobs. This past Friday,
we found out that the unemployment rate had
fallen from a high of 10 percent down to 7.8
percent, the lowest level since I took office.
Manufacturing is coming back to America.
Home values are back on the rise.

Now, we're not there yet. We've still got too
many Americans who are looking for work and
too many families who can’t pay the bills.
There are too many homes that are still under-
water, and there are too many young people
who are burdened by too much debt after they
graduate.
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But if there’s one thing I know, Ohio, it’s
this: We have come too far to turn back now.
The American people have worked too hard.
And the last thing we can afford to do right
now is to go back to the very same policies that
got us into this mess in the first place. I cannot
allow that to happen. I will not allow it to hap-
pen. That's why I'm running for a second term
as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Over the last 4 years, T've
seen a lot of folks hurting. T've seen a lot of
struggle. And T am not going to make—I'm not
going to have us go back to another round of
top-down economics. But that’s what my oppo-
nent is offering. The centerpiece of Governor
Romney’s economic plan is a new $5 trillion tax
cut that favors the wealthiest Americans. He
has been pitching that plan for an entire year,
stood up onstage in one of his primary debates,
proudly promised that his tax cuts would in-
clude the top 1 percent.

But most of the economists who've actually
crunched the numbers said that paying for
Governor Romney’s tax plan either means
blowing up the deficit or raising taxes on mid-
dle class families. One or the other, pick your
poison.

Then, last week, Mitt Romney actually said,
“There’s no economist who can say Mitt Rom-
ney’s tax plan adds $5 trillion if T say I will not
add to the deficit with my tax plan.” So he said
if he says it’s not true, then it’s not true.
[Laughter] Okay.

So if it’s true that it’s not going to add to the
deficit, that leaves only one option, and that’s
asking middle class families to foot the bill by
getting rid of the deductions they rely on for
owning a home or raising their kids or sending
them to college.

And as it turns out, most folks don’t like that
idea either. So just last week when we were on-
stage together, Governor Romney decided that
instead of changing his plan, he’d just pretend
it didn’t exist. [Laughter] What $5 trillion tax
cut? I don’t know anything about a $5 trillion
tax cut. Pay no attention to that tax cut under
the carpet, behind the curtain. [Laughter]
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When he’s asked how he’ll cut the deficit, he
says he can make the math work by eliminating
local public funding for PBS.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. Now, by the way, this is not
new. This is what he’s been saying every time
he’s asked the question—well, we can cut out
PBS. So for all you moms and kids out there,
don’t worry: Somebody is finally getting tough
on Big Bird. [Laughter] Who knew that he was
driving our deficit? [Laughter] So we’re go-
ing—he’s decided we're going after Big Bird,
and Elmo is making a run for the border, and
Oscar is hiding out in a trash can. [Laughter]
And Governor Romney wants to let Wall Street
run wild again, but he’s going to bring down the
hammer on Sesame Street. [ Laughter]

Look, that is not leadership, that’s salesman-
ship. We can’t afford it. We can’t afford to
double down on top-down economics. We
can’t afford another round of tax cuts for the
wealthy. We can’t afford to roll back regula-
tions on Wall Street banks or on insurance
companies. We can’t afford to gut our invest-
ments in education or clean energy or research
or technology. That is not a jobs plan. That is
not a plan to grow the economy. That is not
change. That is a relapse.

We have been there. We have tried that. We
are not going back. We are moving forward.
And that’s why I'm running for a second term
as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Look, we've got a different
view about how you create jobs and prosperity
in America. A strong economy doesn’t trickle
down from the top. It grows from a thriving
middle class and folks who are working hard to
get into the middle class.

I believe it’s time our Tax Code stopped re-
warding companies that ship jobs overseas.
Let’s reward small businesses and manufactur-
ers who are making products right here in
Ohio, products stamped with three proud
words: Made in America. That’s the choice in
this election.

I believe we can create more jobs by con-
trolling more of our own energy. And after 30



years of inaction, we raised fuel standards so
that by the middle of the next decade, your
cars and trucks will go twice as far on a gallon
of gas. And today, the United States of Ameri-
ca is less dependent on foreign oil than at any
time in two decades.

So now it’s time to move forward. My plan
would cut our oil imports in half and invest in
the clean energy that’s creating thousands of
jobs all across Ohio and America right now, not
just oil and natural gas, but solar and wind and
clean coal technology and fuel-efficient batter-
ies and fuel-efficient cars.

And I'm not going to let oil companies con-
tinue to collect another $4 billion in taxpayer-
funded corporate welfare every single year. 'm
not going to let China win the race for clean
energy technology. I want to see that technolo-
gy developed by students and scientists here in
Columbus, by workers and farmers all across
Ohio, by patriots here in the United States of
America.

And my plan will continue to reduce the car-
bon pollution that is heating our planet, be-
cause climate change is not a hoax. More
draught and floods and wildfires are not a joke.
They're a threat to your future. And we’ve got
to make sure that we meet the moment. That’s
why I'm running.

I believe that we should have the best edu-
cation system in the world, bar none. I would
not be here if it were not for the education 1
was able to receive. I didn’t come from wealth
or fame, but I got a great education because
that’s what this country does. That—it was the
gateway of opportunity for Michelle. It’s the
gateway of opportunity for so many of you.

And now you've got a choice. We can gut
education to pay for Governor Romney’s tax
cuts; that’s exactly what his running mate Paul
Ryan proposes.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. Don’t boo, vote. [Laughter]

Or we can do what I've proposed: recruit
100,000 new math and science teachers. Focus
on early childhood education. Provide job
training for 2 million workers at our communi-
ty colleges. Cut the growth of tuition costs in
half so that you guys are not loaded up with
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debt when you graduate. That is something we
can do.

And by the way, I don’t just talk the talk on
this, I walk the walk. We took $60 billion that
was going to banks and lenders under the stu-
dent loan program, and we said let’s cut out
the middleman, let’s give the money directly to
students. And as a consequence, millions of
young people all across the country are getting
better deals on Pell grants. We're able to keep
our student loan rates low. We have focused on
this, and you need to focus on this in this next
election because this is part of the choice that
you're going to face.

And we can meet these goals together. You
can choose a better future for America. I want
to use the money we’re saving from ending the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and I want to use
that to pay down our deficit, but also to put
people back to work rebuilding our roads and
our bridges and our schools all across America.

And Governor Romney said it was “tragic”
to end the war in Iraq. I disagree. I think
bringing our troops home to their families was
the right thing to do. If he’d gotten his way,
those troops would still be there. In a speech
yesterday, he doubled down on that belief. He
said ending that war was a mistake. After 9
years of war, more than $1 trillion in spending,
extraordinary sacrifices by our men and wom-
en in uniform and their families, he said we
should still have troops on the ground in Iraq.

Ohio, you can’t turn a page on the failed pol-
icies of the past if you're promising to repeat
them. We cannot afford to go back to a foreign
policy that gets us into wars with no plan to
end them. We're moving forward, not going
back.

And every brave American who wears the
uniform of this country should know, as long as
I'm your Commander in Chief, we will sustain
the strongest military the world has ever
known. And when our troops take off the uni-
form, we will serve them as well as they've
served us because nobody who fights for this
country should have to fight for a job or a roof
over their heads when they come home.

And finally, T'll cut the deficit by $4 trillion

over the next 10 years. I've already worked
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with the Republicans and Democrats to cut a
trillion dollars in spending, and I'm ready to do
more. But we can’t just cut our way to prosper-
ity. We're not going to get this done unless we
also ask the wealthiest households to pay high-
er taxes on their incomes over $250,000. And
that rate is the one that was in place when Bill
Clinton was President, our economy created
23 million new jobs, the biggest surplus in his-
tory, a whole lot of millionaires to boot.

Governor Romney said it’s fair that he pays
a lower tax rate than a teacher or autoworker
who makes $50,000. He is wrong. I refuse to
ask middle class families to give up their de-
ductions for owning a home or raising their
kids just to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut.

I refuse to pay for that tax cut by asking you,
students, to pay more for college or kicking
kids out of Head Start programs or eliminating
health care for millions of Americans who are
poor or disabled or elderly. And that’s the
choice that we face in this election. That’s what
the election comes down to.

Over and over, we've been told by Governor
Romney and Congressman Ryan and their al-
lies in Congress that since government can’t do
everything, it should do almost nothing. If you
can’t afford health insurance, hope you don’t
get sick. If a company releases pollution into
the air that your kids breathe, that’s just the
price of progress. If you can’t afford to start a
business or go to college, just borrow money
from your parents.

You know what, that’s not who we are.
That’s not what this country is about. Here in
America, we believe that we're all in this to-
gether. We understand that America is not
about what can be done for us, it’s about what
can be done by us together, as one Nation and
as one people.

And that’'s what we understood in 2008.
That was an amazing experience for me, obvi-
ously, that election. But I said then, and T still
believe now: That wasn’t about me, it was
about you.

You're the reason a mother in Cincinnati
doesn’t have to worry about an insurance com-
pany denying her son coverage just because he
got sick. You made that happen. Youre the

1540

reason a factory worker who lost his job in To-
ledo or Lordstown is back on the assembly line
building the best cars in the world. You did
that.

You're the reason a young man in Columbus
whose mother worked three jobs to raise him
can afford to go to the Ohio State University.
That happened because of you.

You're the reason a young immigrant who
grew up here and went to school here and
pledged allegiance to our flag will no longer be
deported from the only country she’s ever
called home. Why soldiers won’t be kicked out
of the military because of who they are or who
they love. Why thousands of families have
finally been able to say to loved ones who
served us so bravely, “Welcome home.”

You did that. And so if you buy into the cyn-
icism that says change isn’t possible, that the
best we can do is more tax cuts for folks at the
top and the rest of folks have to figure it out, if
you give up on the idea that your voice can
make a difference, then other voices fill the
void: the lobbyists and the special interests, the
people who write the $10 million checks to try
to buy this election, or those who are trying to
make it harder for you to vote, the Washington
politicians who want to tell women what
they're doing when it comes to health care
choices when women are perfectly capable of
making those choices themselves.

That’s what’s at stake. And only you can
make sure that we move forward. Only you
have that power to move us forward. We've al-
ways said that change—real change—takes
time, more than one year, more than one term,
even more than one President. It takes more
than one party.

It can’t happen if youre somebody who
writes off half the Nation before you even took
office. And in—you know, it’s interesting, in
2008, 47 percent of the country didn’t vote for
me. But on the night of the election, I said to
those Americans, I may not have won your
vote, but I hear your voices. I need your help.
I'll be your President too.

And, Columbus, I don’t know how many
folks will be around voting for me this time,
but I can tell you I will be there no matter



what. T'll be fighting for you no matter what,
because I'm not fighting to create Democratic
jobs or Republican jobs, I'm fighting to create
American jobs. I'm not fighting to improve
schools in red States or blue States, I'm fight-
ing to improve schools it the United States.

The values that we are fighting for don’t be-
long to one party or one group. They're not
Black or White or Hispanic or Asian or Native
America or gay or straight or disabled and not
disabled, they are American values. They be-
long to all of us.

And T am absolutely positive that we are not
as divided as our politics suggest. I still believe
we've got more in common than our pundits
tell us. I still believe in you. And I'm asking you
to keep believing in me.
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Ohio, I'm asking you for your vote. And if
you're willing to stand with me and work with
me, knock on some doors and make some
phone calls for me, we’ll win Franklin County
again. We'll win Ohio again. We'll win this
election again. We’ll finish what we started,
and we’ll remind the world why the United
States of America is the greatest nation on
Earth.

Thank you, Ohio. Let’s go vote. Let’s go win
this election!

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:08 p.m. on the
Oval at Ohio State University. In his remarks,
he referred to Republican Presidential nomi-
nee W. Mitt Romney.

Memorandum on Delegation of Certain Functions and Authorities Under
the Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human Rights Act of 2012

October 9, 2012

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Attorney Gener-
al, the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of
Commerce, the Secretary of Homeland Securi-
ty, the United States Trade Representative, the
Chairman of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System, and the President of
the Export-Import Bank of the United States

Subject: Delegation of Certain Functions and
Authorities Under the Iran Threat Reduction
and Syria Human Rights Act of 2012

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including section 301 of title
3, United States Code, I hereby order as fol-
lows:

I hereby delegate to the Secretary of State
the functions and authorities vested in the
President by sections 4(c), 5(a), 5(b), 5(c), 5(f),
6(a)(1), 6(a)(2), 6(a)(10), 6(b)(5), and 9(c) of
the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996, (Public Law
104-172) (50 U.S.C. 1701 note), as amended
most recently by the Iran Threat Reduction
and Syria Human Rights Act of 2012
(ITRSHRA) (Public Law 112-158) (the “Iran

Sanctions Act”), such functions and authorities
to be exercised in consultation with the Secre-
taries of the Treasury and Commerce and the
United States Trade Representative, and with
the Secretary of Homeland Security, the Presi-
dent of the Export-Import Bank of the United
States, and the Chairman of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System and oth-
er agencies as appropriate. I hereby delegate to
the Secretary of State the functions and au-
thorities vested in the President by sections
4(b), 4(e), 5(d), 5(e), 9(a), 9(b), 10, and 14(4) of
the Iran Sanctions Act.

I hereby delegate to the Secretary of State
the functions and authorities vested in the
President by section 6(a)(11) of the Iran Sanc-
tions Act, to be exercised when the Secretary
of State has been delegated the function or au-
thority to impose some or all of the sanctions
outlined in section 6(a) of the Iran Sanctions
Act. Such functions and authorities are to be
exercised in consultation with the Secretaries
of the Treasury and Commerce and the United
States Trade Representative, and with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, the President of
the Export-Import Bank of the United States,
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and the Chairman of the Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System and other agen-
cies as appropriate and, once sanctions out-
lined in section 6(a) of the Iran Sanctions Act
are selected, authority to implement such sanc-
tions is delegated to the relevant agency heads
commensurate with delegation of such author-
ities in this memorandum and any relevant Ex-
ecutive Orders implementing the Iran Sanc-
tions Act.

I hereby delegate to the Secretary of the
Treasury the functions and authorities vested
in the President by section 6(a)(11) of the Iran
Sanctions Act, to be exercised when the Secre-
tary of the Treasury has been delegated the
function or authority to impose some or all of
the sanctions outlined in section 6(a) of the
Iran Sanctions Act. Such functions and author-
ities are to be exercised in consultation with
the Secretaries of State and Commerce and
the United States Trade Representative, and
with the Secretary of Homeland Security, the
President of the Export-Import Bank of the
United States, and the Chairman of the Board
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System
and other agencies as appropriate and, once
sanctions outlined in section 6(a) of the Iran
Sanctions Act are selected, authority to imple-
ment such sanctions is delegated to the rele-
vant agency heads commensurate with delega-
tion of such authorities in this memorandum
and any relevant Executive Orders implement-
ing the Iran Sanctions Act.

I hereby delegate to the Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, the functions vested in the President by
sections 6(a)(6), 6(a)(7), 6(a)(8), and 6(a)(9) of
the Iran Sanctions Act, if the sanctions that
those provisions authorize have been selected
pursuant to section 5(a) of the Iran Sanctions
Act in accordance with the terms of this mem-
orandum.

I hereby delegate functions and authorities
vested in the President by CISADA, as amend-
ed by ITRSHRA, as follows:

e section 110 to the Secretary of State, in
consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury;
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e sections 105A(b) and 105B(b) to the Sec-

retary of the Treasury, in consultation
with or at the recommendation of the
Secretary of State, with respect to the de-
terminations described in sections
105A(b)(1), 105A(b)(2), and 105B(b)(1),

respectively;

e sections 105A(b) and 105B(b) to the Sec-

retary of State, in consultation with the
Secretary of the Treasury, with respect to
the requirement to submit the initial and
updated lists of persons determined to
meet the criteria described in sections
105A(b)(1), 105A(b)(2), and 105B(b)(1),
respectively, to the appropriate congres-
sional committees as required by sections
105A(b) and 105B(b);

* section 401(b) to the Secretary of State,

in consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury, with respect to the require-
ment to include a person on the lists re-
quired by sections 105A(b) and 105B(b);

e section 105A(b)(3) to the Secretary of

State, in consultation with the Secretary
of the Treasury;

e sections 105A(a), 105A(c), 105B(a), and

401(b) to the Secretary of the Treasury,
in consultation with the Secretary of
State, with respect to the requirement to
impose or maintain sanctions pursuant to
the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA) under sections 105A(a),
105A(c), and 105B(a);

e sections 105A(a), 105A(c), and 105B(a) to

the Secretary of State, with respect to the
requirement to impose or maintain visa
sanctions;

* section 401(b) to the Secretary of State,

in consultation with the Secretary of
Homeland Security on matters related to
admissibility or inadmissibility within the
authority of the Secretary of Homeland
Security, with respect to functions and
waiver authorities regarding the require-
ment to impose or maintain visa sanc-



tions under sections 105(a), 105A(a),
105A(c), and 105B(a); and

e sections 105A(a), 105A(c), and 401(b) to
the Secretary of the Treasury, in consul-
tation with the Secretaries of State and
Commerce and the United States Trade
Representative, and with the Secretary of
Homeland Security, the President of the
Export-Import Bank of the United
States, and the Chairman of the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem and other agencies as appropriate,
with respect to a determination in section
105A(c)(2)(B) regarding sanctions to be
imposed or maintained from among
those described in section 6(a) of the
Iran Sanctions Act; and, once sanctions
outlined in section 6(a) of the Iran Sanc-
tions Act are selected pursuant to section
105A(c)(2)(B) by the Secretary of the
Treasury, authority to implement such
sanctions is delegated to the relevant
agency heads commensurate with dele-
gation of such authorities in this memo-
randum and any relevant Executive Or-
ders implementing the Iran Sanctions
Act.

The delegation of Presidential functions and
authorities in CISADA in my memorandum of
September 23, 2010 (Delegation of Certain
Functions and Authorities Under the Compre-
hensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Di-
vestment Act of 2010), and Executive Order
13553 of September 28, 2010, shall remain in
effect to the extent not inconsistent with this
memorandum.

I hereby delegate the functions vested in the
President by section 13(r)(5) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, as amended by
ITRSHRA, to the Secretary of State and the
Secretary of the Treasury commensurate with
their respective areas of responsibility.

I hereby delegate the functions and authori-
ties vested in the President by ITRSHRA, and
portions of the Iran Sanctions Act as refer-
enced in ITRSHRA, as follows:
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section 102(b) to the Secretary of State,
in consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury;

* section 202(b) to the Secretary of State in
consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury;

* section 211(a) to the Secretary of State
and the Secretary of the Treasury in con-
sultation with each other and commensu-
rate with their respective areas of respon-
sibility outlined in Executive Orders
13382 and 13224;

* section 211(c) to the Secretary of State,
in consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury;

* section 212, except the Presidential func-
tion in section 212(d)(3), to the Secretary
of State, in consultation with the Secre-
taries of the Treasury and Commerce
and the United States Trade Representa-
tive, and with the Secretary of Homeland
Security, the President of the Export-Im-
port Bank of the United States, and the
Chairman of the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System and other
agencies as appropriate and, once sanc-
tions outlined in section 6(a) of the Iran
Sanctions Act are selected pursuant to
section 212(a), authority to implement
such sanctions is delegated to the rele-
vant agency heads commensurate with
delegation of such authorities in this
memorandum and any relevant Execu-
tive Orders implementing the Iran Sanc-
tions Act;

* section 213, except the Presidential func-
tion in section 213(b)(3), to the Secretary
of the Treasury, in consultation with the
Secretaries of State and Commerce and
the United States Trade Representative,
and with the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, the President of the Export-Im-
port Bank of the United States, and the
Chairman of the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System and other
agencies as appropriate and, once sanc-
tions outlined in section 6(a) of the Iran
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Sanctions Act are selected pursuant to
section 213(a), authority to implement
such sanctions is delegated to the rele-
vant agency heads commensurate with
delegation of such authorities in this
memorandum and any relevant Execu-
tive Orders implementing the Iran Sanc-
tions Act;

section 218(b) to the Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the Secre-
tary of State;

section 220(c) to the Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the Secre-
tary of State;

section 221(a) to the Secretary of State,
in consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury;

section 221(e) to the Secretary of State,
in consultation with the Secretary of
Homeland Security;

sections 301(a) and 301(b) to the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, in consultation with
the Secretary of State;

section 301(d)(2) to the Secretary of State;

section 301(e) to the Secretary of State,
in consultation with the Secretaries of
the Treasury and Homeland Security;

sections 302(a), 302(b), 302(c), and sec-
tion 302(f), except the Presidential func-
tion in section 302(f)(3), to the Secretary
of the Treasury, in consultation with the
Secretaries of State and Commerce and
the United States Trade Representative,
and with the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, the President of the Export-Im-
port Bank of the United States, and the
Chairman of the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System and other
agencies as appropriate and, once sanc-
tions outlined in section 6(a) of the Iran
Sanctions Act are selected pursuant to
section 302(b)(1), authority to implement
such sanctions is delegated to the rele-
vant agency heads commensurate with
delegation of such authorities in this
memorandum and any relevant Execu-

tive Orders implementing the Iran Sanc-
tions Act;

sections 302(d) and 302(e) to the Secre-
tary of State, in consultation with the
Secretary of the Treasury;

section 303 to the Secretary of State, in
consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury and other agencies as appropri-
ate; all agencies of the United States
Government are hereby directed to take
all appropriate measures within their au-
thority to carry out any sanctions that the
Secretary of State, in exercising the au-
thority delegated by this subparagraph,

determines should be imposed;

section 312(d) to the Secretary of State
and the Secretary of the Treasury in con-
sultation with each other and commensu-
rate with their respective areas of respon-
Sibility;

section 505(b) to the Secretary of State,
in consultation with the Secretaries of
the Treasury and Energy;

section 601 to the Secretary of the Trea-
sury and the Secretary of State, commen-
surate with their respective areas of re-
sponsibility outlined in this memoran-
dum;

sections 702, 703, and 704 to the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, in consultation with
or at the recommendation of the Secre-
tary of State, with respect to the determi-
nations described in sections 702(b),
703(b)(1)—(2), and 704(b) and the impo-
sition of IEEPA sanctions required un-
der sections 702(a), 703(a), and 704(a);

sections 702(b), 703(b), and 704(b) to the
Secretary of State, in consultation with
the Secretary of the Treasury, with re-
spect to the submission of initial and up-
dated lists of persons determined to meet
the criteria described in sections 702(b),
703(a), 703(b)(1)—(2), and 704(b), re-
spectively;

section 703(b)(3) to the Secretary of
State, in consultation with the Secretary



of the Treasury, with respect to certifica-
tions to the appropriate congressional
committees;

* section 705 to the Secretary of the Trea-
sury, in consultation with the Secretary
of State, with respect to the requirement
to impose or maintain sanctions pursuant
to IEEPA under section 702(a), 703(a),
or 704(a); and

e section 705 to the Secretary of State, in
consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury, with respect to the require-
ment to include a person on a list re-
quired by section 702(b), 703(b), or
704(b).
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Any reference in this memorandum to pro-
visions of any Act related to the subject of this
memorandum shall be deemed to include ref-
erences to any hereafter-enacted provisions of
law that is the same or substantially the same as
such provisions.

The Secretary of State is authorized and di-
rected to publish this memorandum in the
Federal Register.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: This memorandum was not received for
publication in the Federal Register. The relat-
ed Executive order is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Implementation of Certain Sanctions
Set Forth in the Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human Rights Act of 2012
and Additional Sanctions With Respect to Iran

October 9, 2012
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA), T hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) that takes addi-
tional steps with respect to the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 12957 of
March 15, 1995, and implements the statutory
requirements of the Iran Threat Reduction
and Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 (Public
Law 112-158) (ITRSHRA), which amends the
Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public Law
104-172) (50 U.S.C. 1701 note) (ISA), and the
Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountabili-
ty, and Divestment Act of 2010 (Public Law
111-195) (22 U.S.C. 8501 et .S'eq,) (CISADA).

In Executive Order 12957, the President
found that the actions and policies of the Gov-
ernment of Iran threaten the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. To deal with that threat, the President
in Executive Order 12957 declared a national
emergency and imposed prohibitions on cer-
tain transactions with respect to the develop-
ment of Iranian petroleum resources. To fur-

ther respond to that threat, Executive Order
12959 of May 6, 1995, imposed comprehensive
trade and financial sanctions on Iran. Execu-
tive Order 13059 of August 19, 1997, consoli-
dated and clarified the previous orders. To
take additional steps with respect to the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive Order
12957 and to implement section 105(a) of CIS-
ADA, I issued Executive Order 13553 on Sep-
tember 28, 2010, to impose sanctions on offi-
cials of the Government of Iran and other per-
sons acting on behalf of the Government of
Iran determined to be responsible for or com-
plicit in certain serious human rights abuses.

To take additional steps with respect to the
threat posed by Iran and to provide imple-
menting authority for a number of the sanc-
tions set forth in ISA, as amended by CISADA,
I issued Executive Order 13574 on May 23,
2011, to authorize the Secretary of the Trea-
sury to implement certain sanctions imposed
by the Secretary of State pursuant to ISA, as
amended by CISADA.

I also issued Executive Order 13590 on No-
vember 20, 2011, to take additional steps with
respect to this emergency by authorizing the
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Secretary of State to impose sanctions on per-
sons providing certain goods, services, technol-
ogy, or support that contribute either to Iran’s
development of petroleum resources or to
Iran’s production of petrochemicals, and to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Treasury to imple-
ment some of those sanctions. On February 5,
2012, in order to take additional steps pursuant
to this emergency, and to implement section
1245(c) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2012 (Public Law 112-81),
I issued Executive Order 13599 blocking the
property of the Government of Iran, all Iranian
financial institutions, and persons determined
to be owned or controlled by, or acting for or
on behalf of, such parties. On April 22, 2012,
and May 1, 2012, T issued Executive Orders
13606 and 13608, respectively. Executive Or-
ders 13606 and 13608 each take additional
steps with respect to various emergencies, in-
cluding the emergency declared in Executive
Order 12957 concerning Iran, to address the
use of computer and information technology to
commit serious human rights abuses and ef-
forts by foreign persons to evade sanctions.

To take additional steps with respect to the
national emergency declared in Executive Or-
der 12957, T issued Executive Order 13622 of
]uly 30, 2012, imposing sanctions on persons as
described in that order, particularly in light of
the Government of Iran’s use of revenues from
petroleum, petroleum products, and petro-
chemicals for illicit purposes; Iran’s continued
attempts to evade international sanctions
through deceptive practices; and the unaccept-
able risk posed to the international financial sys-
tem by Iran’s activities.

In ITRSHRA, which I signed into law on
August 10, 2012, the Congress enhanced sanc-
tions on Iran and Syria, focusing on the energy
and financial sectors, as well as activity con-
nected with the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corp, and human rights abuses in Iran
and Syria.

The order is intended to implement certain
statutory requirements of ITRSHRA, includ-
ing its amendments to the statutory require-
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ments of ISA and CISADA, as described be-
low.

Section 1 of the order is intended to imple-
ment sanctions pursuant to ISA, CISADA, or
ITRSHRA. Certain ISA sanctions require ac-
tion by the private sector, and the order will
further the implementation of those ISA sanc-
tions by providing authority under IEEPA to
the Secretary of the Treasury to take certain
actions with respect to those sanctions. The or-
der states that the Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, shall
take the following actions necessary to imple-
ment the sanctions selected, imposed, and
maintained on a person by the President, or by
the Secretary of State or the Secretary of the
Treasury pursuant to authority that I have del-
egated:

e with respect to section 6(a)(3) of ISA,
prohibit any United States financial insti-
tution from making loans or providing
credits to the sanctioned person consis-
tent with that section;

* with respect to section 6(a)(6) of ISA,
prohibit any transactions in foreign ex-
change that are subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States and in which the
sanctioned person has any interest;

e with respect to section 6(a)(7) of ISA,
prohibit any transfers of credit or pay-
ments between financial institutions or
by, through, or to any financial institu-
tion, to the extent that such transfers or
payments are subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States and involve any in-
terest of the sanctioned person;

e with respect to section 6(a)(8) of ISA,
block all property and interests in prop-
erty that are in the United States, that
come within the United States, or that
are or come within the possession or con-
trol of any United States person, includ-
ing any foreign branch, of the sanctioned
person, and provide that such property
and interests in property may not be
transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn,
or otherwise dealt in;



e with respect to section 6(a)(9) of ISA,
prohibit any United States person from
investing in or purchasing significant
amounts of equity or debt instruments of
a sanctioned person;

¢ with respect to section 6(a)(11) of ISA,
impose on the principal executive officer
or officers, or persons performing similar
functions and with similar authorities, of
a sanctioned person the sanctions de-
scribed in sections 6(a)(3), 6(a)(6),
(6)(a)(7), 6(a)(8), 6(a)(9), or 6(a)(12) of
ISA, as selected by the President, Secre-
tary of State, or Secretary of the Trea-
sury, as appropriate; or

e with respect to section 6(a)(12) of ISA,
restrict or prohibit imports of goods,
technology, or services, directly or indi-
rectly, into the United States from the
sanctioned person.

Sections 2 and 10 of the order are intended
to implement the statutory requirements of
CISADA, as amended by section 402 of
ITRSHRA, which block the property or inter-
ests in property and suspend entry into the
United States of persons determined by the
Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with
or at the recommendation of the Secretary of
State, to:

¢ have knowingly, on or after August 10,
2012, transferred, or facilitated the trans-
fer of, goods or technologies to Iran, any
entity organized under the laws of Iran or
otherwise subject to the jurisdiction of
the Government of Iran, or any national
of Iran, for use in or with respect to Iran,
that are likely to be used by the Govern-
ment of Iran or any of its agencies or in-
strumentalities, or by any other person
on behalf of the Government of Iran or
any of such agencies or instrumentalities,
to commit serious human rights abuses
against the people of Iran;

¢ have knowingly, on or after August 10,
2012, provided services, including servic-
es relating to hardware, software, or spe-
cialized information or professional con-

Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / Oct. 9

sulting, engineering, or support services,
with respect to goods or technologies
that have been transferred to Iran and
that are likely to be used by the Govern-
ment of Iran or any of its agencies or in-
strumentalities, or by any other person
on behalf of the Government of Iran or
any of such agencies or instrumentalities,
to commit serious human rights abuses
against the people of Iran;

¢ have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services
to or in support of, the activities de-
scribed above, or any person whose prop-
erty and interests in property are blocked
pursuant to these provisions; or

* be owned or controlled by, or to have act-
ed or purported to act for or on behalf of,
directly or indirectly, any person whose
property and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to these provisions.

Sections 3 and 10 of the order are intended
to implement the statutory requirements of
CISADA, as amended by section 403 of
ITRSHRA, which block the property or inter-
ests in property and suspend entry into the
United States of persons determined by the
Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with
or at the recommendation of the Secretary of
State, to:

* have engaged in censorship or other ac-
tivities with respect to Iran on or after
June 12, 2009, that prohibit, limit, or pe-
nalize the exercise of freedom of expres-
sion or assembly by citizens of Iran; or
that limit access to print or broadcast me-
dia, including the facilitation or support
of intentional frequency manipulation by
the Government of Iran or an entity
owned or controlled by the Government
of Iran that would jam or restrict an in-
ternational signal;

e have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services
to or in support of, the activities
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described above or any person whose
property and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to these provisions; or

¢ be owned or controlled by, or to have act-
ed or purported to act for or on behalf of,
directly or indirectly, any person whose
property and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to these provisions.

Section 4 of the order is intended to meet
the statutory deadline set forth in section 218
of ITRSHRA, which requires that the Presi-
dent prohibit certain transactions not later
than October 9, 2012. This section prohibits
entities owned or controlled by a United States
person and established or maintained outside
the United States from knowingly engaging in
any transaction, directly or indirectly, with the
Government of Iran or any person subject to
the jurisdiction of the Government of Iran, if
that transaction would be prohibited by certain
Executive Orders prohibiting trade with Iran
and blocking the Government of Iran and Ira-
nian financial institutions, or any regulation is-
sued pursuant to the foregoing, if the
transaction were engaged in by a United States
person or in the United States.

Sections 5, 6, and 7 of the order authorize
the Secretary of State to impose, and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury and other agencies to
implement, certain sanctions in sections 5(a)
and 6 of ISA that were enacted by CISADA,
for activity occurring between July 1, 2010, and
August 10, 2012. Section 201 of ITRSHRA
amended the effective date of those ISA sanc-

tions to August 10, 2012, and does not appear
to otherwise preserve the applicability of cer-
tain provisions for activity occurring between
the enactment dates of CISADA and
ITRSHRA. The purpose of these sections is to
continue the authority of the Secretary of State
to impose, and other agencies to implement,
these ISA sanctions for activity that occurred
during this time period.

I have delegated to the Secretary of State
and the Secretary of the Treasury, as described
in the order, the authority to take such actions,
including the promulgation of rules and regu-
lations, and to employ all powers granted to
the President by IEEPA and the relevant pro-
visions of ISA, CISADA, and ITRSHRA and to
employ all powers granted to the United States
Government by the relevant provisions of ISA
and CISADA as may be necessary to carry out
the purposes of the order.

All agencies of the United States Govern-
ment are directed to take all appropriate mea-
sures within their authority to carry out the
provisions of the order.

A copy of the order is enclosed.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The related Executive order is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on the Nominations of General John R. Allen To Be Supreme Al-
lied Commander Europe and General Joseph F. Dunford, Jr., To Be Com-
mander of the NATO International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan

October 10, 2012

I am proud to nominate General John Allen
as the next Supreme Allied Commander Eu-
rope (SACEUR) and Commander of U.S. Eu-
ropean Command. For more than a year, Gen-
eral Allen has served with distinction as the
Commander of U.S. Forces and NATO Inter-
national Security Assistances Forces (ISAF) in
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Afghanistan, seeing us through a critical period
in our military efforts and in Afghanistan’s
transition. I have personally relied on his coun-
sel and am grateful for his devotion to our na-
tional security and to the safety of the men and
women with whom he serves. Under General
Allen’s command, we have made important



progress towards our core goal of defeating Al
Qaida and ensuring they can never return to a
sovereign Afghanistan. Working with our Af-
ghan partners and international civilians, the
forces under General Allen’s command have
moved forward with a transition to Afghan Se-
curity Forces, who will take the lead for securi-
ty across the country next year.

Very difficult work remains ahead in Af-
ghanistan and to lead those efforts for the
United States and NATO-ISAF, I will nomi-
nate General Joseph Dunford as the new ISAF
Commander (COMISAF). General Dunford
currently serves as the Assistant Commandant
of the U.S. Marine Corps, and I have full confi-
dence in his extensive experience, strategic
leadership, and vision. If confirmed by the
Senate, he will lead our forces through key
milestones in our effort that will allow us to
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bring the war to a close responsibly as Afghani-
stan takes full responsibility for its security.

If confirmed by the Senate, General Allen
will replace Admiral Jim Stavridis as the SA-
CEUR in the spring. During his tenure in Af-
ghanistan, General Allen established his credi-
bility with our NATO allies and ISAF partners
as a strong and effective military leader. I would
also like to thank Admiral Stavridis for his stead-
fast service on behalf of the United States and
NATO. He has played a critical role in helping
to make NATO a stronger alliance and ensuring
we have the capabilities and partnerships to
meet the challenges of the next century.

NOTE: The statement referred to Adm. James
G. Stavridis, USN, Supreme Allied Command-
er Europe.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Miami, Florida

October 11, 2012

The President. Hello, Miami! How’s it going,
Hurricanes? Can everybody please give Lizzie
a big round of applause for that great introduc-
tion.

It's good to see your Senator, former astro-
naut, Bill Nelson in the house. Your outstand-
ing local Congresswomen, Debbie Wasserman
Schultz and Frederica Wilson. A good man
who’s going to join them in Congress, Joe Gar-
cia. Congresswoman Wilson asked me to also
acknowledge some outstanding young people,
the Miami Northwestern Senior High School
5,000 Role Models of Excellence Project.
Proud of you guys.

And it’s good to see all of you. All of you!
Because we've got some work to do, Miami.
We've got an election to win. In just over 2
weeks, on October 27, you get to start voting
early. And everything that we fought for in
2008 is on the line in 2012. So I'm going to
need you fired up. I'm going to need you ready
to go. I need your help to finish what we start-
ed.

Think about where we’ve been and how far
we've come. Four years ago, I told you I'd end
the war in Iraq, and I did. I said we’'d end the

war in Afghanistan, and we are. I said we’d re-
focus on the people who actually attacked us
on 9/11, and today, Al Qaida is on the run and
Usama bin Laden is dead.

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for
middle class families, and we have, by $3,600. I
promised to cut taxes for small-business own-
ers, and we have, 18 times. We stabilized the
banking system, but we got back every dime
we used to rescue the banks—with interest.
And we passed a historic law to end taxpayer-
funded Wall Street bailouts for good.

We passed health care reform, a.k.a. Obam-
acare, so your insurance company can’t jerk
you around anymore and those of you under 26
can stay on your parent’s plan. If you—you
can’t have insurance companies barring you
because you've got a preexisting condition, and
they can’t charge more just because you're a
woman.

We repealed “don’t ask, don’t tell” so no-
body is ever kicked out of the military because
of who they love.

When Governor Romney said we should let
Detroit go bankrupt, we said, no, we’re not go-
ing to take your business advice. We reinvented
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a dying auto industry that’s come roaring back
to the top of the world. And that makes a differ-
ence not just to communities across the Mid-
west; it’s vital for our entire economy. It’s
something every American can be proud of.

Today, 4 years after the worst economic cri-
sis of our lifetimes, we are moving forward. Af-
ter losing 800,000 jobs the month I was sworn
in, our businesses have now added more than 5
million new jobs over the past 2% years. The
unemployment rate has fallen from a peak of
10 percent down to 7.8 percent, the lowest lev-
el since I took office. So more Americans are
getting jobs, and manufacturing is coming
back. Home values are on the rise.

Now, we know we’re not where we need to
be, not yet. That’s especially true in places like
Florida that were so hard hit. We've still got
too many friends and neighbors who are look-
ing for work. We've got too many families who
can’t pay the bills, too many homes that are still
underwater, too many young people still bur-
dened with debt when they graduate from col-
lege.

But if there’s one thing I know, Florida, it’s
this: We have come too far to turn back now.
The American people have worked too hard to
get to this point. After all that we've been
through together, after all that we fought
through together, why would we go back-
wards? The last thing we can afford, Florida,
right now is 4 years of the very same policies
that got us into this mess in the first place. I
won't let that happen. We can't let that hap-
pen. That's why I'm running for a second term
as President of the United States of America.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Florida, I have seen too
much pain and too much struggle because of
bad economic policies that happened before
we got elected to let this country go through
another round of top-down economics.

The centerpiece of Governor Romney’s eco-
nomic plan is a new $5 trillion tax cut that fa-
vors the wealthiest Americans.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. Don’t boo, vote. Vote. Vote.
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Now, Governor Romney has been pitching
this plan for almost a year now. He stood up on
the stage in one of his primary debates, proud-
ly promised that his new tax cuts, on top of the
Bush tax cuts, would include the top 1 percent.

Now, you wouldn’t know this from listening
to the new, latest version of Mitt Romney.
[Laughter] He’s trying to go through an ex-
treme makeover. After running for more than
a year in which he called himself “severely con-
servative,” Mitt Romney is trying to convince
you that he was severely kidding. [Laughter]

Look, what he was selling was not working,
because people understood his ideas wouldn’t
help the middle class. So these days, Mitt
Romney’s for whatever you're for. [Laughter]
Suddenly, he loves the middle class—can’t
stop talking enough about them. He loves
Medicare, loves teachers. He even loves the
most important parts of Obamacare. What
happened? [Laughter]

Now, what does he have to say, this new ver-
sion of Mitt Romney, about all the things he’s
actually promised to do as President? Tax
breaks for outsourcers? Never heard such a
thing. Saying we should cut back on teachers?
Doesn’t ring a bell.

Audience members. Bool

The President. Don’t boo

Audience members. Vote!

The President. Vote.

Kicking 200,000 young Floridians off their
parents” insurance plans—who, me? [Laugh-
ter] And when he’s asked about the cost of his
tax plan, he just pretends it doesn’t exist. What
$5 trillion tax cut? I don’t know anything about
a $5 trillion tax cut. Pay no attention to the $5
trillion tax cut on my website. [Laughter]

Look, Governor Romney thinks we have not
been paying attention for the last year and a
half. He is going to say whatever it takes to try
to close the deal, and he’s counting on the fact
that you don’t remember that what he’s selling
is exactly what got us into this mess in the first
place.

So, Florida, you've got to let him know we
remember. We know full well that if he gets a
chance, Governor Romney will rubberstamp
the top-down agenda of this Republican Con-




gress the second he takes office, and we cannot
afford that future. His plan will not create jobs.
It will not help the middle class. It will not
speed the recovery. It will slow down the re-
covery. It will not reduce the deficit. It will not
expand opportunity. We can’t afford it. We're
not going back. We are moving forward. And
that’s why I'm running for a second term as
President of the United States.

Look, America, we know that in this coun-
try, jobs and prosperity don’t trickle down from
the top. They grow from a strong and thriving
middle class.

More tax breaks for outsourcers won’t create
jobs. It didn’t over the last decade. You know
what does create jobs, is supporting small busi-
nesses and manufacturers who make products
right here in America, who hire American
workers. That’s what we’re championing.

That’s why we need to stop rewarding com-
panies that ship jobs overseas. Start rewarding
companies that create jobs right here in Mi-
ami, right here in Florida, right here in the
United States. That’s the choice you face in
this election.

I believe we can create more jobs by con-
trolling more of our own energy. After 30 years
of inaction, we raised fuel standards so that by
the middle of the next decade, your cars and
trucks will go twice as far on a gallon of gas.
And today, the United States of America is less
dependent on foreign oil than at any time in
two decades.

So now you've got a choice. My plan would
cut our oil imports in half and invest in the
clean energy that’s creating thousands of jobs
all across America right now—not just oil and
natural gas, but wind and solar and clean coal
technologies and fuel-efficient cars and long-
lasting batteries. And if you want to know how
we're paying for it, one of the things we need
to do is not allow oil companies to collect an-
other $4 billion in taxpayer-funded corporate
welfare every single year.

I will not let China or anybody else win the
race for clean energy technology. I want to see
that technology developed right here in Flori-
da, right here in the United States of America,
creating jobs right here. And by the way, yes,
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my plan will reduce the carbon pollution that’s
heating our planet, because climate change is
not a hoax. More drought and floods and hurri-
canes and wildfires, that’s not a joke. That’s a
threat to our children’s future. And we can do
something about it.

Just like I believe that we can make sure that
every young person in America gets the educa-
tion they need to compete. Education is the
only reason that I'm standing here today. Edu-
cation is the gateway to a middle class life.

And now you've got a choice. Governor
Romney says hiring more teachers won’t grow
the economy over the next 4 years. That’s not
the role of teachers. What about our kids over
the next 4 years? What about our economy
over the next 40 years? We cannot gut educa-
tion to pay for $5 trillion tax cuts. We need to
recruit 100,000 new math and science teachers
and provide 2 million workers the opportunity
to study at community colleges and lower tu-
ition costs for our young people. That's what
we're fighting for. That’s what’s at stake in this
election. That's what grows our economy.
That's what we can do together. And that’s
what you can choose for America.

Audience member. 1 love you, Barack!

The President. 1 love you back.

I want to use the money that we're saving
from ending the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
to pay down our deficit, put our people back to
work rebuilding roads and bridges and schools
all across America. Governor Romney said it
was “tragic” to end the war in Iraq. He said this
in a speech just this week—said we should
have left troops on the ground in Iraq.

Audience members. Bool

The President. Don’t boo

Audience members. Vote!

The President. Vote.

I think bringing our troops home to their
families was the right thing to do.

And every brave American who wears the
uniform of this country should know, as long as
I'm your Commander in Chief, we will sustain
the strongest military the world’s ever known.
And when our troops take off their uniforms,
we will serve them as well as they've served us,
because nobody who’s fought for this country
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should have to fight for a job or a roof over
their heads when they come home.

And finally, yes, we're going to need to cut
our deficit by $4 trillion over the next 10 years.
And T've already worked with Republicans and
Democrats to cut a trillion dollars in spending;
I'm ready to do more. But we’re not going to
be able to get it done unless we also ask the
wealthiest households to pay higher taxes on
their incomes over $250,000, the same rate we
had when Bill Clinton was President and our
economy created nearly 23 million new jobs.
That’s what we need to do.

Governor Romney has a different view. He
said just a couple weeks ago that it’s fair that he
pays a lower tax rate than a teacher who is
making $50,000 a year.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. Don’t boo

Audience members. Vote!

The President. Vote.

He’s wrong. I refuse to ask middle class fam-
ilies to give up their deductions for owning a
home or raising their kids just to pay for anoth-
er millionaire’s tax cut. I refuse to pay for that
tax cut by asking students at “the U” to pay
more for college or kicking children out of
Head Start programs or eliminating health in-
surance for millions of Americans who are poor
or elderly or disabled. That won’t help us grow.

My opponent says over and over that he can
cut taxes, increase military spending, close the
deficit, but the only thing he’s pointed to that
he’s going to get rid of is Big Bird. [Laughter]
This week, he said, don’t worry, his new tax
cuts will pay for themselves. That may not
sound familiar to some of you guys because
you're young, but we heard that exact same ar-
gument back in 2000, back in 2001, back in
2003. That’s how we went from surplus to defi-
cit. We have heard this pitch before. We know
it doesn’t work. We know our plan does.

This is the choice that we now face. This is
what the election comes down to. This is why
I'm running for a second term as President.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Over and over, folks like
Governor Romney and his allies in Congress
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tell us that since government can’t do every-
thing, it should do almost nothing—sort of a
you're-on-your-own philosophy. If you can’t af-
ford health insurance, hope you don’t get sick.
If a company is releasing harmful, toxic pollu-
tion into the air that your kids breathe, well,
you know, that’s the price of progress. If you
can’t afford to start a business or go to college,
borrow money from your parents. [Laughter]

That’s not how we built this country. That’s
not what made America great. That’s not who
we are. That’s not what we’re about. Here in
America, we believe we're all in this together.
We understand that America is not about what
can be done for us. It’s about what can be done
by us, together, as one Nation and one people.

And that’s what we came together to restore
back in 2008, that sense of what we can do to-
gether. And the American people all across this
country responded. You are the reason that
Florida seniors right now are saving an average
of $600 every year on prescription drugs, be-
cause we passed Obamacare, because we
passed health care reform. You did that.

You're the reason there’s a working family
from Hollywood that was able to save their
home from foreclosure. You did that. It’s be-
cause of you.

You're the reason that students in Gaines-
ville or Tallahassee or here at “the U” have
help paying for their college education, why
veterans can go to college now on the new GI
bill.

You're the reason a young immigrant who
grew up here and went to school here and
pledged allegiance to our flag will no longer be
deported from the only country she’s ever
called home.

You're the reason why soldiers won’t be
kicked out of our military because of who they
love. You're the reason why thousands of fami-
lies have been able to say to the loved ones
who served them so—served us so bravely,
“Welcome home.” Welcome home.

And so we can’t be tired now. We have to
keep going. If you turn away now, if you buy
into the cynicism that what we fought for isn’t
possible, well, of course change won’t happen.
If you give up on the idea that your voice



makes a difference, especially the young peo-
ple here, then other voices will fill the void: the
lobbyists and the special interests, the people
with the $10 million checks who are trying to
buy this election, the ones who are trying to
make it harder to vote; the Washington politi-
cians who want to control health care choices
women can make for themselves. They will fill
the void. They will set the agenda. And they
will take us backward.

And only you can make sure that doesn’t
happen. Only you have the power to move us
forward. On October 27, you can choose. You
can choose. You can choose whether we go
back to the policies that got us into this mess,
or you can choose to keep moving forward with
policies that have been getting us out of this
mess. That’s the choice.

On October 27, you can choose to go back to
a foreign policy that takes us into wars with no
plan to get out, or we can say, let’s keep mov-
ing forward, let’s end the Afghan war realisti-
cally, let’s bring our troops home in a responsi-
ble fashion.

On October 27, you can agree to turn back
the clock 50 years for women and immigrants
and gays and lesbians. Or you can stand up and
say we want to keep moving forward. I believe
that America is a country where you can suc-
ceed no matter who you are, no matter what
you look like, no matter where you come from,
no matter who you love.
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That’s what’s at stake. That’s what’s at stake
in this election. That’s why I'm asking for your
vote.

Audience members. You got it!

The President. You know, on—back in 2008,
I won, but 47 percent of the country didn’t
vote for me. But I didn’t just dismiss 47 per-
cent of the country. What I said was, you may
not have voted for me, but I heard your voices,
and I'll fight just as hard for you as I will for ev-
erybody else.

And T've kept that promise. I have been
fighting for every American to make sure they
get a fair shot. And I have been willing to do it
and able to do it because every single day the
American people have inspired me.

I still believe in you, and I need you to keep
believing in me. I need you to help me finish
the job. And if you're willing to stand with me
and work with me and knock on some doors
with me and make some phone calls for me,
we’ll win Florida again. We’ll win this election.
We'll finish what we started. And we’ll remind
the world why the United States of America is
the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you. God bless the United States

of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:26 p.m. at the
University of Miami. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Elizabeth Cooke, student, University
of Miami; and Democratic congressional can-
didate Jose A. Garcia, Jr.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Miami

October 11, 2012

The President. Thank you, everybody. Thank
you. Everybody, please have a seat. It's good to
be in Florida. It’s good to be in Miami. Thank
you so much, everybody. First of all

Audience member. 1 love you!

The President. I love you back. I do. [Laughter]

Can everybody please give Lidia a big round
of applause for the wonderful introduction.
Give it up for Sheila E. I was backstage. I
was—{applause]. T want to thank an extraordi-
nary Congresswoman and somebody who is
just fighting on behalf of families not just here

in Florida, but all across the country every sin-
gle day, my friend Debbie Wasserman Schultz.
Give her a big round of applause.

To one of my campaign cochairs who is—
she’s putting in a lot of miles and could not be
a more passionate advocate on behalf of the
things that we work for: Eva Longoria. We're
thrilled to have her here.

I want to thank Kirk Wagar for all the great
work here in Florida—Kirk. And finally, T want
to thank your former Governor, somebody
who’s been a great friend, Charlie Crist in the
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house. Charlie reminds all of us that the values
we're fighting for, they’re not Democratic val-
ues or Republican values, they are American
values. And that’s why we’re here.

I want to thank everybody for the incredible
support. It is going to make a difference. But I
want everybody to understand we've got some
work to do. We've got an election to win. In
just over 2 weeks, on October 27, Florida gets
to start voting early. And I assume everybody is
registered here. If you're not, we’ll sign you up
right now. [Laughter] Or actually, I think the
registration deadline was yesterday, so you bet-
ter have gotten it done. [Laughter] But I'm as-
suming they wouldn’t have let you in if you
hadn’t registered. [Laughter]

Everything that we fought for in 2008 is on
the line in 2012. So we are going to have to be
fired up, and we’re going to have to be ready to
go. And I'm going to need your help to finish
what we started.

And it’s useful to remember what we've
done. Four years ago, I told you I'd end the
war in Iraq, and we did. I said that we’d end
the war in Afghanistan, and we are. I said that
we’d refocus on the people who actually at-
tacked us on 9/11, and today, Al Qaida is on its
heels and Usama bin Laden is dead.

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for
middle class families, and we have, by $3,600. I
promised to cut taxes for small-business own-
ers, and we have, 18 times. We got back every
dime we used to rescue the financial system,
but we also passed a historic law to end taxpay-
er-funded Wall Street bailouts for good.

We passed health care reform so that your
insurance companies can’t jerk you around
anymore or tell you that being a woman is
somehow a preexisting condition.

We repealed “don’t ask, don’t tell” so that
nobody is ever kicked out of the military be-
cause of who they are or who they love.

And when Governor Romney said, let’s “let
Detroit go bankrupt,” we declined his business
advice and we reinvented a dying auto industry
that is now back on top of the world. And that’s
not just critical to economies in the Midwest,
it’s vital to our entire economy, something ev-
ery American should be proud of.
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Today, 4 years after the worst economic cri-
sis of our lifetimes, we're moving forward
again. People don’t remember, the month I
was sworn into office, we lost 800,000 jobs.
Our businesses have now added more than 5
million new jobs over the last 2% years. Unem-
ployment has fallen from a peak of 10 percent
down to 7.8 percent, the lowest level since I
took office. More Americans are getting jobs.
Manufacturing is coming back to America. We
signed three trade deals that is helping to open
up markets all over the world, including the
Latin American market, which is absolutely vi-
tal to the economy and Florida and southern
Florida.

Even in the most hard pressed States like
Florida, we're starting to see home values fi-
nally start picking up again. So look, we are not
yet where we need to be. We've got a lot more
work to do. And obviously, in a State like Flori-
da that was so hard hit when the housing bub-
ble burst, we've got too many friends and
neighbors who are looking for work. We've got
too many families who are still struggling to
pay the bills. Too many homes are still under-
water. Too many young people are burdened
by debt after they graduate from college.

But if there’s one thing I know, it is this, and
that is we have come too far to turn back now.
The American people have worked too hard to
get to this point. And after all that we have
been through together, after all that we have
fought for together, why would we go back-
wards? Why would we go back to the very
same policies that led us to this mess in the
first place?

That is not an option. I won’t allow that to
happen. You can’t allow it to happen. And
that’s why I'm running for a second term as
President of the United States. Because we
will not let it happen. We're moving forward.
We're not going backwards.

I have seen too much pain and too much
struggle to let this country go back to the eco-
nomic policies that don’t work and that are at
the heart of what Governor Romney is offer-
ing. The centerpiece of his economic plan: a $5
trillion tax cut that favors those of us who've
been extraordinarily successful in this country.



And he’s been pitching this plan for a whole
year now; stood up on stage in primary debates
and proudly promised that his new tax cut
would reduce the tax burden for everybody, in-
cluding the top 1 percent.

Now, of course, you wouldn’t know that
from listening to the latest version of Mitt
Romney. [Laughter] 1 was telling folks—I
spoke at Miami University, and I was saying
that after a year in which he was calling himself
“severely conservative,” he’s now trying to con-
vince us that he was severely kidding about ev-
erything. So—{[laughter]. Now, these days,
whatever you're for, he’s for. [Laughter] Loves
the middle class, loves Medicare, loves teach-
ers. [Laughter] He even said that he loves the
most important parts of Obamacare—loves
them. [Laughter]

And when it comes to all the things that he’s
actually promised to do as President, suddenly,
he’s got a case of amnesia. [Laughter] Tax
breaks for outsourcers? I've never heard of it.
Saying we should cut back on teachers?
Doesn’t ring your bell. [Laughter] Kicking
200,000 young Floridians off their parent’s in-
surance plan? Who, me? [Laughter]

When he’s asked about the cost of his tax
plan, he pretends it just doesn’t exist. What $5
trillion? I don’t know anything about a $5 tril-
lion tax cut. Don’t pay any attention to the $5
trillion tax cut on my website. [Laughter] It's
still there. [Laughter]

But this has been—this is not unique to him.
This has been the strategy of the other side for
the entire 4 years that I've been in office. They
expect that you've forgotten what happened,
that we lost 9 million jobs in the worst econom-
ic crisis of our lifetimes as a consequence of
misguided policies. And they think that we ha-
ven't been paying attention now to Governor
Romney for the last year and a half. And he
will say whatever it takes to try to close the
deal. He’s counting on the fact that you won'’t
remember that what he’s selling is exactly what
led us to this crisis in the first place.

And so, Florida, part of our task over the
next 4 weeks is to let him know we remember.
We know full well that if he gets a chance,
Governor Romney will rubberstamp the top-
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down economic policies that have been pro-
moted by his congressional allies, including his
running mate, who will be debating tonight.
And we can’t afford that kind of future. His
plan will not create jobs. It will not help the
middle class. It will not speed up the recovery.
In fact, it will slow down the recovery.

And we can’t afford that. We cannot go back
to what we were doing. Not now. Not when
we’ve come so far. We've got to keep moving
forward. And that’s why I'm running for a sec-
ond term, because I see a vision for the future
in which everybody gets a fair shot and every-
body’s doing their fair share and everybody’s
playing by the same rules.

I know that jobs and prosperity don’t trickle
down from the top. They grow from a strong,
thriving middle class and creating ladders of
opportunity into that middle class for every-
body who is willing to work hard.

I know that more tax breaks for people who
are shipping jobs overseas won't create jobs.
What does is supporting small businesses,
manufacturers who are making products right
here in Florida, products stamped with those
proud words: Made in America. Instead of pro-
viding tax breaks for outsourcing, we have to
reward those companies that are investing in
creating jobs right here. And we can do it.
That’s the choice that you face in this election.

We can create more jobs by controlling our
own energy. There are thousands of Floridians
right now who are making a great living pro-
moting solar energy and wind energy and clean
energy all across this State. We doubled our in-
vestment in clean energy, which is creating
jobs and is good for our environment. And we
also raised fuel standards so that by the next—
middle of the next decade, your cars and trucks
will go twice as far on a gallon of gas.

And today, the United States of America is
less dependent on foreign oil than at any time
in the past two decades. So we need to build on
that progress, not go backwards. My plan
would continue to cut our oil imports in half by
investing in the clean energy that’s creating
jobs right here: wind and solar, fuel-efficient
cars, long-lasting batteries.
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And we can do so by—and we can pay for it
by no longer giving $4 billion a year in taxpayer
subsidies to oil companies that are doing just
fine. We'll help produce more oil, but we don’t
need to give them $4 billion to do it. Let’s
make sure that we don’t lose the race for clean
energy to China or other countries. We need to
develop that technology right here in the Unit-
ed States.

And it will be good for our environment. It
will do something about carbon in our atmo-
sphere, and that is not a joke. That is not a
hoax. That’s our children’s future. And folks
here in Miami understand that better than any-
body, because the impact on—of climate
change will be significant on our kids and our
grandkids unless we take those steps. We can’t
just deny our way out of these things. It's a
threat to our children’s future.

I believe that we’ve got to have the best edu-
cation system in the world. That is economic
development. That’s not something separate
and apart. If our kids have the skills they need
to compete, then our economy will grow. And
I'm only here because of the education that I
got. T wasn’t born into wealth or fame. You
hadn’t heard of the Obama name before I ran.
[Laughter] Had you? No. [Laughter] Let’s face
it. First time you heard it, you probably
thought, the guy might be Japanese, I don’t
know. [Laughter] Ttalian? Who knows?

Audience member. Latino.

The President. Latino. [Laughter] Right.
The Obama family from Jalisco. [Laughter]

But education is what gave me opportunity.
It’s what gave so many of you opportunity. It’s
the gateway into a middle class life. So when I
hear Governor Romney saying hiring more
teachers won’t grow the economy over the next
4 years, I have to say, no, actually it will. But
more importantly, what about our kids over the
next 40 years? What about our economy over
the next 40 years?

We can gut education to pay for tax breaks
we don’t need, or we can recruit 100,000 new
math and science teachers. We can provide
better early childhood education. We can train
2 million more workers at community colleges.
We can lower the cost of tuition for our yoﬁng
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people. That's an agenda for growth. That’s
what creates opportunity. That’s what we can
do together. And that's why I'm running for a
second term as President of the United States.
Four more.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. I mentioned that we ended
the war in Iraq, that we’re ending the war in
Afghanistan. T want to use that money to pay
down our deficit, put our people back to work
rebuilding roads and bridges and schools all
across America. Right here in Florida, we've
got huge projects that are going on all over the
State that will build the infrastructure to facili-
tate more trade, move more goods more effi-
ciently, help businesses grow. And we have the
resources to do it if we make good decisions.

But Governor Romney said it was “tragic” to
end the war in Iraq. He repeated this last
week, said we should still have troops on the
ground in Iraq. And I fundamentally disagree
with that. I think bringing troops home was the
right thing to do.

And every brave American who wears our
country’s uniform should know we will make
sure as long as I'm Commander in Chief we've
got the strongest military in the world. And
when our troops come home and take off their
uniform, we will serve them as well as they've
served us, because if you fought for this coun-
try, you shouldn’t have to fight for a job or a
roof over your heard when you come home.

And finally, we’ll cut the deficit by $4 tril-
lion, but we’re going to do it in a sensible way.
We've already cut a trillion, working with
Democrats and Republicans. So we can cut
more spending. But we’re not going to be able
to reduce our deficit in a serious way unless the
wealthiest households are willing to go back,
for incomes over $250,000, to the same rate
that we were paying under Bill Clinton, when
the economy created nearly 23 million new
jobs, we went from deficit to surplus, and busi-
nesses and investors did very well. Because the
economy grows best that way, when it’s broad
based and everybody has a stake in how the
€conomy grows.



And T understand Governor Romney dis-
agrees with this. He was—did an interview and
he says he thinks it’s fair that he pays a lower
tax rate making $20 million a year than the
teacher who’s making $50,000 a year. Now, I
just think that’s wrong. I'm not—and if we’re
going to be serious about reducing the deficit,
then we’ve got to make choices.

And the choice I make is not asking middle
class families to give up their home mortgage
deduction or tax credits they get for raising
their kids just to pay for a tax cut for me. I'm
not going to ask students to pay more for col-
lege or kick kids off of Head Start programs or
eliminate health insurance for millions of
Americans who are poor or elderly or disabled
just so I can get a tax break.

Audience member. Thank you. [Laughter]

The President. You're welcome.

And by the way, the math still doesn’t add
up in terms of their plan, because when Gover-
nor Romney says he can cut taxes, increase
military spending, close the deficit, all by get-
ting rid of Planned Parenthood and Big Bird—
[laughter]—he hasn’t—he needs a calculator
because there’s something wrong with his
math. He says, don’t worry, new tax cuts will
pay for themselves. That is what we heard ex-
actly from President Bush back in 2000, 2001.
And it didn’t work. And we know our plan
does.

So this is the choice that we face. This is
what the election comes down to. And I said at
the convention, over and over again we're told
by our opponents that since government can’t
do everything, it should do almost nothing. It’s
sort of a you're-on-your-own philosophy. If you
don’t have health insurance, hope you don’t
get sick. [Laughter] If you can’t afford to start a
business or go to college, borrow money from
your parents. [Laughter]

That is not who we are. That’s not how
America became great. We believe in individu-
al initiative, and we don’t believe in helping
people who aren’t willing to help themselves,
but we also understand there are some things
we do better together. We understand that in
America it’s not just about what can be done
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for us, but what is done by us, together, as one
Nation, as one people.

And that’s what 2008 was about. We fought
some fierce battles over the last 4 years, but ev-
erything we've gotten done, it happened ulti-
mately because the American people came to-
gether—Black, White, Hispanic, Asian, Native
American, gay, straight, able, disabled—people
came together.

You're the reason Florida seniors are paying
$600 less on their prescription drugs because
of Obamacare. You did that. You're the reason
that a working family in this State was able to
save their home from foreclosure.

There was somebody in the audience today,
while we were taking a picture, who talked
about their mom—90 years old—because of
the mortgage modification program we put in-
to place, saved her home. Lives with her sis-
ter—90 and 95 or—J[applause]. You did that,
though. You did that.

That’s what's at stake. You made that hap-
pen. The kids at Gainesville or Tallahassee or
here in Miami who are getting an education,
maybe the first in their family, the veterans
who are going to college on the new GI bill—
that’s what we were fighting for.

You're the reason that there are young im-
migrants all across this State who grew up here
and went to school here and pledged alle-
giance to our flag, and they don’t have to fear
now that they’re going to be deported from the
only country they call home. You made that
happen.

You ended “don’t ask, don’t tell.” You al-
lowed us to bring our troops home so their
families could greet them and say, “Welcome
home.” You did that.

And so you can'’t afford to turn away now.
You can’t. I know that sometimes in politics
folks are excited and they have fun, you have
nice events like this and everybody gets
dressed up—and you guys are looking very
good. [Laughter] But then, sometimes, when it
gets tougher, people get discouraged and
they're wondering, well, T don’t know, is
change really possible? And we get cynical, and
we get doubtful. It happens to everybody;
there’s nothing wrong with that. It happens in
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our lives; it happens in our politics. It happens
in everything that we do. But you can’t suc-
cumb to that.

And the reason is that when we don’t get in-
volved, when we don’t insert ourselves into the
process, when your voices aren’t heard, then
somebody else fills the void: the folks who are
writing $10 million checks to try to buy this
election, the folks who are trying to make it
harder for Floridians to vote, the politicians in
Washington who are trying to tell women that
they shouldn’t make their own decisions when
it comes to their health care. So youre the
ones who have to make sure that doesn’t hap-

en.

That sign there, “Forward,” that’s a message
to me, but it’s also a message to you. You've got
that power, that capacity. And so, when you
think about the next 26 days, I would implore
you to ask yourselves, is there something else I
can do? Is there some little bit of difference
that I can make?

Here in Florida, last time in 2008, if you go
precinct by precinct, it’s a difference of a cou-
ple of hundred votes. I mean, it may be that
just that little bit of extra effort is what makes a
difference. And you will see me working hard-
er than I've ever worked in my life, because ev-
ery time I meet somebody who tells me that
their mom was on the verge of losing their
home, or their mom was on the verge of not
being able to get treatment for a potentially
deadly disease; every time I meet a young per-

The President’'s Weekly Address
October 13, 2012

Hi, everybody.

Every year around this time, American car
companies start rolling out their newest, shini-
est models, hoping to entice you into buying
one. It’s Detroit’s chance to show you what
they've been working on, the latest and great-
est. And this year is no exception. They've got
some pretty good-looking cars coming out.

But something is different this time around,
and it starts with the auto companies themselves.

Just a few years ago, the auto industry wasn’t
just struggling, it was flatlining. GM and
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son who says I can go to college now because
that change you made in the student loan pro-
gram made it possible; every time I meet one
of these DREAMer kids who explains how
they feel like the weight of the world has been
lifted off their shoulders; every time I think
about all the people who are working so hard
in this country and aren’t asking for much, just
asking for a shot; every time I think of them
and knowing that they’ve got to have somebody
in Washington who’s fighting for them and
who’s thinking about them every single day,
that’s going to make me work as hard as T know
how over the next 26 days and over the next 4
years. And I hope you have that same feeling.

We cannot let up now. We cannot let up. I
need you focused. I need you ready to fight.
And if we do, we’re going to win Florida. And
when we win Florida, we’re going to win this
election. We’re going to finish what we started
and remind the world why the United States of
America is the greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. Let’s
go get this done.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:17 p.m. at the
JW Marriott Marquis Miami hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Miami, FL, resident Lid-
ia Aja; musician Sheila Escovedo; Kirk W.B.
Wagar, Florida finance chair, and Rep. Debo-
rah Wasserman Shultz, chair, Democratic Na-
tional Committee; and Republican Vice Presi-
dential nominee Paul D. Ryan.

Chrysler were on the verge of collapse. Suppli-
ers and distributors were at risk of going un-
der. More than a million jobs across the coun-
try were on the line, and not just auto jobs, but
the jobs of teachers, small-business owners,
and everyone in communities that depend on
this great American industry.

But we refused to throw in the towel and do
nothing. We refused to let Detroit go bank-
rupt. I bet on American workers and American
ingenuity, and 3 years later, that bet is paying
off in a big way.



Today, auto sales are the highest they've
been in more than 4 years. GM is back. Ford
and Chrysler are growing again. Together, our
auto industry has created nearly a quarter of a
million new jobs right here in America.

And we're not just making more cars and
trucks, we’re making better ones.

After 30 years of inaction, we raised fuel
standards so that by the middle of the next de-
cade, cars and light trucks will average almost
55 miles per gallon, nearly double what they
get today. That means you'll only have to fill up
every 2 weeks instead of every week. It’s good
for your wallet, it’s good for our economy, and
it’s good for the environment.

The technology that makes it happen will al-
so help America stay on the cutting edge for
decades to come. Just this week, GM an-
nounced they plan to hire 1,500 workers for a
new research center in Michigan to help make
sure the high-tech cars of tomorrow are de-
signed and built right here in America.

I've also signed new bipartisan trade agree-
ments into law because I want to see more cars
on the road in places like South Korea import-
ed from Detroit and Toledo and Chicago.
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All of this is something the American people
can and should be proud of. It’s a reminder
that when the American people put their mind
to something, there’s nothing we can’t do.

So the next time you see one of those brand
new 2013 models on TV or on the lot, think
about how far we’ve come together. Think
about how, thanks to the hard work and can-do
spirit of the American people, more of those
cars and trucks are being manufactured by
American workers at American companies in
communities all across the country. And
they're going to save you more money at the
pump.

That’s what America is all about. When we
get knocked down, we get back up. We come
back stronger. And as long as I'm President,
that’s what we’ll keep doing.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:10 p.m. on October 12 in the State
Dining Room at the White House for broad-
cast on October 13. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 12, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on October 13.

Statement on the Death of Former Senator Arlen Specter

October 14, 2012

Arlen Specter was always a fighter. From his
days stamping out corruption as a prosecutor
in Philadelphia to his three decades of service
in the Senate, Arlen was fiercely independent.
Never putting party or ideology ahead of the
people, he was chosen to serve. He brought
that same toughness and determination to his
personal struggles, using his own story to in-
spire others. When he announced that his can-
cer had returned in 2005, Arlen said, “I have
beaten a brain tumor, bypass heart surgery,
and many tough political opponents, and I'm

going to beat this too.” Arlen fought that battle
for 7 more years with the same resolve he used
to fight for stem cell research funding, veter-
ans” health, and countless other issues that will
continue to change lives for years to come. Mi-
chelle and I send our thoughts and prayers to
Joan and the rest of the Specter family.

NOTE: The statement referred to Joan Specter,
wife of former Sen. Specter. The related proc-
lamation of October 15 is listed in Appendix D
of this volume.
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Presidential Debate in Hempstead, New York

October 16, 2012

Moderator Candy Crowley. Good evening
from Hofstra University in Hempstead, New
York. I'm Candy Crowley from CNN’s “State
of the Union.”

We are here for the second Presidential De-
bate, a town hall sponsored by the Commission
on Presidential Debates. The Gallup organiza-
tion chose 82 uncommitted voters from the
New York area. Their questions will drive the
night. My goal is to give the conversation direc-
tion and to ensure questions get answered.

The questions are known to me and my
team only. Neither the commission, nor the
candidates have seen them. I hope to get to as
many questions as possible, and because I am
the optimistic sort, I'm sure the candidates will
oblige by keeping their answers concise and on
point.

Each candidate has as much as 2 minutes to
respond to a common question, and there will
be a 2-minute follow-up. The audience here in
the hall has agreed to be polite and attentive;
no cheering, no booing, or outbursts of any
sort.

We will set aside that agreement just this
once to welcome President Barack Obama and
Governor Mitt Romney.

Gentlemen, thank you both for joining us
here tonight. We have a lot of folks who have
been waiting all day to talk to you, so I want to
get right to it.

Governor Romney, as you know, you won
the coin toss, so the first question will go to
you. And I want to turn to a first-time voter,
Jeremy Epstein, who has a question for you.

Education/College Affordability/Job Creation

Q. Mr. President, Governor Romney, as a
20-year-old college student, all T hear from
professors, neighbors, and others is that when I
graduate, I'll have little chance to get employ-
ment. What can you say to reassure me, but
more importantly, my parents, that T will be
able to sufficiently support myself after I grad-
uate?
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Republican Presidential Nominee W. Mitt
Romney. Thank you, Jeremy. I appreciate your
question. And thank you for being here this
evening. And to all of those from Nassau
County here that have come, thank you for
your time. Thank you to Hofstra University
and to Candy Crowley for organizing and lead-
ing this event.

Thank you, Mr. President, also for being
part of this debate.

Your question is one that’s being asked by
college kids all over this country. I was in
Pennsylvania with someone who had just grad-
uated. This was in Philadelphia, and she said:
“I've got my degree, I can’t find a job. I've got
three part-time jobs; they're just barely enough
to pay for my food and pay for an apartment. I
can’t begin to pay back my student loans.”

So what we have to do is two things. We
have to make sure that we make it easier for
kids to afford college and also make sure that
when they get out of college there’s a job.
When I was Governor of Massachusetts, to get
a high school degree you had to pass an exam.
If you graduated in the top quarter of your
class, we gave you a John and Abigail Adams
Scholarship: 4 years tuition free to the college
of your choice in Massachusetts; it’s a public
institution.

I want to make sure we keep our Pell grant
program growing. We're also going to have our
loan program so that people are able to afford
school. But the key thing is to make sure you
can get a job when you get out of school. And
what’s happened over the last 4 years has been
very, very hard for America’s young people.

I want you to be able to get a job. I know
what it takes to get this economy going. With
half of college kids graduating this year without
a college—excuse me—without a job and with-
out a college-level job, that’s just unacceptable.
And likewise, you got more and more debt on
your back. So more debt and less jobs. I'm go-
ing to change that. I know what it takes to cre-
ate good jobs again. I know what it takes to



make sure that you have the kind of opportuni-
ty you deserve.

And kids across this country are going to
recognize we're bringing back an economy. It’s
not going to be like the last 4 years. The middle
class has been crushed over the last 4 years,
and jobs have been too scarce. I know what it
takes to bring them back, and I'm going to do
that and make sure when you graduate—when
do you graduate?

0. 2014.

Gov. Romney. 2014. When you come out in
2014, I presume I'm going to be President; I'm
going to make sure you get a job. Thanks, Jere-
my.

Q. Thank you.
Gov. Romney. Yes, you bet.
Ms. Crowley. Mr. President.

]ob Creation/Education/Domestic Energy Sourc-
es/Deficit and National Debt

The President. Jeremy, first of all, your fu-
ture is bright. And the fact that you're making
an investment in higher education is critical
not just to you, but to the entire Nation. Now,
the most important thing we can do is to make
sure that we are creating jobs in this country,
but not just jobs, good-paying jobs, ones that
can support a family.

And what I want to do is build on the 5 mil-
lion jobs that we've created over the last 30
months in the private sector alone. And there
are a bunch of things that we can do to make
sure your future is bright.

Number one, I want to build manufacturing
jobs in this country again. When Governor
Romney said we should let Detroit go bank-
rupt, I said, we're going to bet on American
workers and the American auto industry, and
it’s come surging back. I want to do that in in-
dustries not just in Detroit, but all across the
country. And that means we change our Tax
Code so we're giving incentives to companies
that are investing here in the United States and
creating jobs here. It also means we’re helping
them and small businesses to export all around
the world to new markets.

Number two, we’ve got to make sure that we
have the best education system in the world.
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And the fact that you're going to college is
great, but I want everybody to get a great edu-
cation. And we’ve worked hard to make sure
that student loans are available for folks like
you. But I also want to make sure that commu-
nity colleges are offering slots for workers to
get retrained for the jobs that are out there
right now and the jobs of the future.

Number three, we’ve got to control our own
energy. Not only oil and natural gas, which
we've been investing in, but also we've got to
make sure we're building the energy sources of
the future, not just thinking about next year,
but 10 years from now, 20 years from now.
That’s why we’ve invested in solar and wind
and biofuels, energy-efficient cars.

We've got to reduce our deficit, but we've
got to do it in a balanced way, asking the
wealthy to pay a little bit more along with cuts
so that we can invest in education like yours.
And let’s take the money that we've been
spending on war over the last decade to rebuild
America: roads, bridges, schools. We do those
things, not only is your future going to be
bright, but America’s future is going to be
bright as well.

Job Losses/Job Creation/Automobile Industry

Ms. Crowley. Let me ask you for a more im-
mediate answer, beginning with Mr. Romney.
Just quickly, what can you do? We’re looking at
a situation where 40 percent of the unem-
ployed have been unemployed for 6 months or
more. They don’t have the 2 years that Jeremy
has. What about those long-term unemployed
who need a job right now?

Gov. Romney. Well, what you're seeing in
this country is 23 million people struggling to
find a job and a lot of them, as you say, Candy,
have been out of work for a long, long, long
time. The President’s policies have been exer-
cised over the last 4 years, and they haven’t put
Americans back to work. We have fewer peo-
ple working today than we had when the Presi-
dent took office. If the—the unemployment
rate was 7.8 percent when he took office; it’s
7.8 percent now. But if you calculated that un-
employment rate taking back the people who
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