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more workers, which means the economy be-
gins to heal from the mess that we inherited.

You made these things happen. You were
the ones who helped us end “don’t ask, don’t
tell.” You're the ones who are helping to make
sure that we doubled fuel efficiency standards
on cars.

You're the ones who are helping us to go in-
to neighborhoods that have had tough times in
Cleveland and all across this country and say,
let’s put people back to work rebuilding fore-
closed homes; let’s put folks back to working
making sure that we’re rebuilding our roads
and our bridges. But if that progress is going to
continue, you’ve got to step up.

And I know I'm preaching to the choir here
because you all are standing in the rain. But a
little rain never hurt anybody. Some of these
policies from the other side could hurt a whole
lot of folks. So we’ve only got just a little over a
month left, and you can start voting right now.
And the way we're going to do it is reminding
ourselves that the only way this country makes
progress is when we do it together: Black,
White, Hispanic, Asian, Native American,
young, old, rich, poor, abled, and disabled. All
of us together have to do this.

When I was elected in 2008, 47 percent of
the people did not vote for me. But I didn’t
say, well, I'm not going to worry about those
folks. T didn’t say that. I stood in Grant Park,
and I looked at the camera, and I said, even
though you didn’t vote for me, I've heard your
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Hi, everybody. Four years after the worst
economic crisis of our lifetimes, we're seeing
signs that, as a nation, we're moving forward
again.

After losing about 800,000 jobs a month
when I took office, our businesses have now
added 5.2 million new jobs over the past 2%
years. And on Friday, we learned that the un-
employment rate is now at its lowest level since
I took office. More Americans are entering the
workforce. More Americans are getting jobs.
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voices, I need your help, and I will be your
President too. I will fight for you too.

And so I don’t know how many folks will
vote for me this time in Ohio, but I'm not—but
I'm here to tell everybody—Independents, Re-
publicans, Tea Partiers, all of you—I will be
your President too. I will fight just as hard for
you, because I still believe in you. And if you
still believe in me, if you're willing to make
some phone calls, if you're willing to knock on
some doors, if youre willing to talk to your
friends and your neighbors, your uncles, your
cousins, your aunts, you coworkers, and tell
them this election counts and it matters and it
will help determine not just our future, but our
children’s future and our grandchildren’s fu-
tures and our great-grandchildren’s futures—if
you're willing to make that commitment, I
promise you, I will fight for you every single
day that I've got the privilege of being your
President.

We will win Ohio. We will win this election.
We'll finish what we started, and we’ll remind
the world why the United States of America is
the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you, everybody. God bless the

United States of America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:36 p.m. at
Cleveland State University. In his remarks, he
referred to Tatiana N. Brown, student, Cleve-
land State University; and Republican Presi-
dential nominee W. Mitt Romney.

But too many of our friends and neighbors
are still looking for work or struggling to pay
the bills, many of them since long before this
crisis hit.

We owe it to them to keep moving forward.
We’ve come too far to turn back now. We've
made too much progress to return to the poli-
cies that got us into this mess in the first place.

For example, 2 years ago, we put in place
tougher, commonsense rules of the road for
Wall Street to make sure that the kind of crisis



we've been fighting back from never happens
again.

These rules mean that big banks are no lon-
ger going to be able to make risky bets with
your deposits. And if a big bank does make a
bad decision, they pay for it, not taxpayers.

And we also put in place the strongest con-
sumer protections in our history to crack down
on the worst practices of credit card companies
and mortgage lenders.

But for some reason, some Republicans in
Congress are still waging an all-out battle to
delay, defund, and dismantle these common-
sense new rules.

Why? Do they think that undoing rules that
protect families from the worst practices of
credit card companies and mortgage lenders
will make the middle class stronger? Do they
think getting rid of rules to prevent another
crisis on Wall Street will make Main Street any
safer?

Republicans in Congress need to stop trying
to refight the battles of the past few years and
finally start doing something to actually help
the middle class get ahead.

And here are three things they can do right
now.

First, Congress needs to step up and guar-
antee that 98 percent of Americans and 97 per-
cent of small-business owners wont see their
taxes go up next year. This is something that
everyone says they agree on. It should have
gotten done months ago, but Republicans in
Congress are standing in the way. They're
holding tax cuts for 98 percent of Americans
hostage until we pass tax cuts for the wealthiest
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2 percent of Americans. Ask them how that
helps the middle class.

Second, Congress needs to step up and pro-
vide every responsible homeowner a chance to
save about $3,000 a year on their mortgage by
refinancing at lower rates. I gave them a plan to
do that back in February. It’s a plan that has the
support of independent, nonpartisan economists
and leaders across the housing industry. But Re-
publicans won’t even let that plan come to a
vote. Ask them how that helps homeowners.

Third, Congress needs to step up and pass
my plan to create a veterans jobs corps to help
our returning heroes find work as cops, fire-
fighters, and park rangers in communities
across the country. A few weeks ago, Republi-
cans in the Senate voted that plan down. Ask
them why someone who fights for this country
abroad should have to fight for a job when they
come home. In other words, ask them to get
back to work and get these things done.

If we’re going to keep this economy moving
forward, there’s no time for political games,
even in a political season. Everyone needs to
do their part. If you agree with me, let your
Representative know where you stand. Tell
them that if they want your vote, then they
need to stand with you and not in the way of
our recovery.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NoTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 6:25 p.m. on October 5 in the Grand
Foyer at the White House for broadcast on Oc-
tober 6. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on October 5,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
October 6.
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The President. Hello, L.A.! Are you fired up?

Audience members. Fired up!

The President. Are you ready to go?

Audience members. Ready to go!

The President. Thank you! Thank you, L.A.l
Thank you so much, everybody. Everybody, thank
you. Thank you. Thank you so much. Thank you.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you so much. Thank
you, everybody. Everybody, have a seat. Have
a seat. Now, first of all, I've got some thank-
yous to make. I am so grateful to George Cloo-
ney. Give it up for George. Jennifer Hudson.
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