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I don’t want anybody to feel that somehow
we’re done 6 weeks out, because the American
people are still hurting, and they want to know
that their President is thinking about them ev-
ery single day and fighting for this job because
he is passionate about moving this country for-
ward and passionate about advocating on their
behalf. And so I hope that all of you feel that
same determination that I do.

A lot of folks, as I do these photo lines, they
say, thank you for serving. I know that having
folks write $10 million checks just to rain nega-
tive ads on top of you can’t be fun, and we're so
grateful, et cetera. And I have to remind them,
as Michelle points out, I volunteered for this
job. [Laughter] It is the greatest privilege that
anybody could ever have. And when I think
about the sacrifices that so many Americans
make every single day and have made in the past
to allow me to be part of this incredible democ-
racy, it gets me inspired. It doesn’t get me tired.

I go to Walter Reed every so often to talk to
our wounded warriors. Most of these guys are
20, 21, 23, 25. They've got young families. The
ones who've lost a leg are oftentimes the lucky
ones. And yet despite everything that they go
through and their families go through, when
you talk to them, they couldn’t be prouder of
their service to this country. They love Ameri-

ca so much, and they know what they’re doing
is important every single day.

And when I leave there, I'm reminded that
we're all called to sacrifice in some fashion for
this country, and we may not be able to match
the sacrifices that they're making, but we better
work hard. We better try. We better try to make
sure that we've got an economy that works for
everybody. We better try to preserve freedom
for women to make their own health care choic-
es. We better fight to make sure that the prog-
ress we’ve made on things like “don’t ask, don’t
tell” don’t get reversed. We better fight to make
sure that we have real immigration reform, and
some kid who’s here, who’s grown up here and
pledging allegiance to our flag isn’t suddenly de-
ported from the only country they've ever know.
We've got to fight for it.

And T've still got a lot of fight in me. So I
hope you've got a lot of fight in you. Let’s get
to work. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:38 p.m. at the
residence of Sharon and John D. “Jay” Rocke-
feller IV. In his remarks, he referred to former
White House Counsel Abner J. Mikva; and Re-
publican Presidential nominee W. Mitt Rom-
ney. Audio was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Designation of Funds for Overseas
Contingency Operations and Counterterrorism Efforts

September 28, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In accordance with section 115(c) of the
Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 2013, I
hereby designate for Overseas Contingency
Operations/Global War on Terrorism all fund-
ing so designated by the Congress in section
115(a) pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985, as amended, as outlined in the
enclosed list of accounts.
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The details of this action are set forth in the
enclosed letter from the Deputy Director for
Management of the Office of Management
and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate.
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