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Law 93-148). I appreciate the support of the
Congress in these actions.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-

tives, and Daniel K. Inouye, President pro
tempore of the Senate. The letter referred to
Sean P. Smith, Foreign Service officer, and
Glen A. Doherty and Tyrone S. Woods, securi-
ty officers, Department of State, who were
killed in an attack on the U.S. mission in Beng-
hazi, Libya, on September 11.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Office of Management and Budget’s
Report Pursuant to the Sequestration Transparency Act of 2012

September 14, 2012
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to section 2 of the Sequestration
Transparency Act of 2012 (Public Law
112-155), I am providing a report prepared by
the Office of Management and Budget on the
sequestration required to be ordered by para-
graphs (7)(A) and (8) of section 251A of the
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-

The President’'s Weekly Address
September 15, 2012

This week, in Libya, we lost four of our fel-
low Americans. Glen Doherty, Tyrone Woods,
Sean Smith, and Chris Stevens were all killed
in an outrageous attack on our diplomatic post
in Benghazi.

These four Americans represented the very
best of our country.

Glen and Tyrone had each served America
as Navy SEALs for many years, before con-
tinuing their service providing security for our
diplomats in Libya. They died as they lived
their lives: defending their fellow Americans
and advancing the values that all of us hold
dear.

Sean also started his service in uniform, in
the Air Force. He then spent years at the State
Department, on several continents, always an-
swering his country’s call. And Ambassador
Chris Stevens died a hero in two countries:
here in the United States, where he inspired
those of us who knew him, and in Libya, a
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trol Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 901a) for Fiscal Year
2013 on January 2, 2013.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A. Boeh-
ner, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Senate.

country that he helped to save, where he ulti-
mately laid down his life.

On Friday, I was able to tell their families
how much the American people appreciated
their service. Without people like them, Amer-
ica could not sustain the freedoms we enjoy,
the security we demand, and the leadership
that the entire world counts on.

As we mourn their loss, we must also send a
clear and resolute message to the world: Those
who attack our people will find no escape from
justice. We will not waver in their pursuit. And
we will never allow anyone to shake the resolve
of the United States of America.

This tragic attack takes place at a time of
turmoil and protest in many different coun-
tries. I have made it clear that the United
States has a profound respect for people of all
faiths. We stand for religious freedom. And we
reject the denigration of any religion, including
Islam.



But there is never any justification for vio-
lence. There is no religion that condones the
targeting of innocent men and women. There
is no excuse for attacks on our Embassies and
consulates. And so long as I am Commander in
Chief, the United States will never tolerate ef-
forts to harm our fellow Americans.

Right now we are doing whatever we can to
protect Americans who are serving abroad. We
are in contact with the governments around
the globe to strengthen our cooperation and
underscore that every nation has a responsibili-
ty to help us protect our people. We have
moved forward with an effort to see that justice
is done for those we lost, and we will not rest
until that work is done.

Most of all, we must reaffirm that we will
carry on the work of our fallen heroes.

I know the images on our televisions are dis-
turbing. But let us never forget that for every
angry mob, there are millions who yearn for
the freedom and dignity and hope that our flag

represents. That is the cause of America: the
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ideals that took root in our founding, the op-
portunity that drew so many to our shores, and
the awesome progress that we have promoted
all across the globe.

We are Americans. We know that our spirit
cannot be broken and the foundation of our
leadership cannot be shaken. That is the legacy
of the four Americans we lost, men who will
live on in the hearts of those they loved and the
strength of the country they served.

So with their memory to guide us, we will
carry forward the work of making our country
stronger, our citizens safer, and the world a
better and more hopeful place. Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:10 p.m. on September 14 in the East
Room at the White House for broadcast on
September 15. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
September 14, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on September 15.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Cincinnati, Ohio

September 17, 2012

The President. Hello, Cincinnati! Thank
you! Thank you so much. It is good to be back
in Cincinnati. It is good to be in Ohio. It is
great to be in this beautiful setting. I—it seems
like we should have a picnic. Who's got the
chicken? [Laughter] A little chicken, a little
potato salad, baked beans. Who said beer?
[Laughter]

It is beautiful. Can everybody please give
Andrew a great round of applause for that
wonderful introduction. You did great. Now,
let me say, first of all, we could not be prouder
of Andrew’s service to our country as a veteran.
We are grateful to him. Obviously, we're very
proud of the work he’s doing and the work he
does with his union, but the thing I'm most
proud of is the fact that he’s got triplets and
he’s still standing. I had a chance to meet his
wonderful wife. And triplets—that’s serious.
[Laughter] You cannot play man-to-man de-
fense. You've got to go into a zone. [Laughter]
So we're very proud of him.

And we also have here your outstanding
mayor, Mark Mallory’s in the house. And it is
great to see all of you.

Audience member. Thank you!

The President. Thank you. Thank you.

Now, you may have heard that there’s an
election going on. And over the past couple of
weeks, each side has been able to make its
case. They had their thing down in Tampa; we
had our thing in Charlotte. And now, just 15
days from now, Ohio, starting on October 2,
you guys can start voting, and you've got a big
choice to make. I honestly believe this is the
clearest choice of any time in a generation. It’s
not just between two candidates or two politi-
cal parties, but it is a choice between two fun-
damentally different visions for how we move
forward as a country.

And our vision, our fight is for that basic bar-
gain that built the greatest middle class on
Earth and the strongest economy the world has
ever known. It’s a bargain that says, if you work
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