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tude to an American who believed in what we
could achieve together. I think of the man in
Benghazi with his sign in English, a message
he wanted all of us to hear. It said: “Chris Ste-
vens was a friend to all Libyans. Chris Stevens
was a friend.”

That’s the message these four patriots sent.
That’s the message that each of you sends ev-
ery day—civilians, military—to people in every
corner of the world, that America is a friend
and that we care not just about our own coun-
try, not just about our own interests, but about
theirs; that even as voices of suspicion and mis-
trust seek to divide countries and cultures from
one another, the United States of America will
never retreat from the world. We will never
stop working for the dignity and freedom that
every person deserves, whatever their creed,
whatever their faith.

That’s the essence of American leadership.
That’s the spirit that sets us apart from other
nations. This was their work in Benghazi, and
this is the work we will carry on.

To you—their families and colleagues—to
all Americans, know this: Their sacrifice will
never be forgotten. We will bring to justice
those who took them from us. We will stand
fast against the violence on our diplomatic mis-
sions. We will continue to do everything in our

power to protect Americans serving overseas,
whether that means increasing security at our
diplomatic posts, working with host countries,
which have an obligation to provide security,
and making it clear that justice will come to
those who harm Americans.

Most of all, even in our grief, we will be res-
olute. For we are Americans, and we hold our
head high knowing that because of these patri-
ots—because of you—this country that we love
will always shine as a light unto the world.

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends.”

The flag they served under now carries them
home. May God bless the memory of these
men who laid down their lives for us all, may
God watch over your families and all who loved
them, and may God bless these United States
of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. at
Joint Base Andrews, MD. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Dorothy Narvaez-Woods, wife, Ty-
rone Jr. and Hunter, sons, and Kai, daughter, of
Tyrone S. Woods, security officer, Department
of State; and Heather Smith, wife of Sean P.
Smith, Foreign Service officer, Department of
State, and their children Samantha and Nathan.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the War Powers Resolution Report for
Libya and Yemen
September 14, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

On September 12, 2012, in response to an
attack on our diplomatic post in Benghazi, Lib-
ya, that killed four U.S. citizens, including U.S.
Ambassador John Christopher Stevens, a secu-
rity force from the U.S. Africa Command de-
ployed to Libya to support the security of U.S.
personnel in Libya. Further, on September 13,
an additional security force arrived in Yemen
in response to security threats there.

Although these security forces are equipped
for combat, these movements have been un-
dertaken solely for the purpose of protecting

American citizens and property. These security
forces will remain in Libya and in Yemen until
the security situation becomes such that they
are no longer needed.

These actions have been directed consistent
with my responsibility to protect U.S. citizens
both at home and abroad, and in furtherance
of U.S. national security and foreign policy in-
terests, pursuant to my constitutional authority
to conduct U.S. foreign relations and as Com-
mander in Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution (Public
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Law 93–148). I appreciate the support of the
Congress in these actions.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-

tives, and Daniel K. Inouye, President pro
tempore of the Senate. The letter referred to
Sean P. Smith, Foreign Service officer, and
Glen A. Doherty and Tyrone S. Woods, securi-
ty officers, Department of State, who were
killed in an attack on the U.S. mission in Beng-
hazi, Libya, on September 11.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Office of Management and Budget’s
Report Pursuant to the Sequestration Transparency Act of 2012
September 14, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to section 2 of the Sequestration
Transparency Act of 2012 (Public Law
112–155), I am providing a report prepared by
the Office of Management and Budget on the
sequestration required to be ordered by para-
graphs (7)(A) and (8) of section 251A of the
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-

trol Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 901a) for Fiscal Year
2013 on January 2, 2013.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A. Boeh-
ner, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Senate.

The President’s Weekly Address
September 15, 2012

This week, in Libya, we lost four of our fel-
low Americans. Glen Doherty, Tyrone Woods,
Sean Smith, and Chris Stevens were all killed
in an outrageous attack on our diplomatic post
in Benghazi. 

These four Americans represented the very
best of our country. 

Glen and Tyrone had each served America
as Navy SEALs for many years, before con-
tinuing their service providing security for our
diplomats in Libya. They died as they lived
their lives: defending their fellow Americans
and advancing the values that all of us hold
dear. 

Sean also started his service in uniform, in
the Air Force. He then spent years at the State
Department, on several continents, always an-
swering his country’s call. And Ambassador
Chris Stevens died a hero in two countries:
here in the United States, where he inspired
those of us who knew him, and in Libya, a

country that he helped to save, where he ulti-
mately laid down his life. 

On Friday, I was able to tell their families
how much the American people appreciated
their service. Without people like them, Amer-
ica could not sustain the freedoms we enjoy,
the security we demand, and the leadership
that the entire world counts on. 

As we mourn their loss, we must also send a
clear and resolute message to the world: Those
who attack our people will find no escape from
justice. We will not waver in their pursuit. And
we will never allow anyone to shake the resolve
of the United States of America. 

This tragic attack takes place at a time of
turmoil and protest in many different coun-
tries. I have made it clear that the United
States has a profound respect for people of all
faiths. We stand for religious freedom. And we
reject the denigration of any religion, including
Islam. 
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