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want to decide for you who you can marry or
what kind of health care women should get.

Audience members. No!

The President. We can’t let that happen,
Colorado. And that's why I need your help, be-
cause we've come too far to turn back now.
We’ve got more good jobs to create. We've got
more clean, homegrown energy to generate.
We've got more good schools to build and
more great teachers to hire. We've got more
troops to bring home and more veterans to
care for. And we’ve got more doors of opportu-
nity to open to everybody who is willing to
work hard and walk through them—every-
body, Black, White, Hispanic, Asian, Native
American, young, old, gay, straight, able, not—
everybody. That’s what I'm asking: that you
keep going forward.

That’s why I'm asking for a second term,
Colorado. And if you're willing to work with me

and knock on some doors with me and make
some phone calls for me and vote for me in No-
vember, we will win Colorado. We will win this
election. We will finish what we started. And
we’ll remind the world why the United States
of America is the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:03 a.m. at Li-
ons Park. In his remarks, he referred to Lisa
Cillessen, teacher, Standley Lake High School
in Westminster, CO; and U.S. Ambassador to
Libya ]. Christopher Stevens, Foreign Service
Officer Sean P. Smith, and State Department
security officers Glen A. Doherty and Tyrone
S. Woods, who were killed in an attack on the
U.S. mission in Benghazi, Libya, on September
11. He also referred to his mother-in-law Mar-
ian Robinson.

Videotaped Remarks on the Observances of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur

September 13, 2012

As we look forward to the beginning of the
Jewish High Holidays Sunday night, I want to
extend my warmest wishes to all those cele-
brating the New Year.

This is a joyful time for millions of people
around the world. But Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur are also opportunities for reflec-
tion. They represent a chance to take stock of
our lives and look forward to the coming year
with clear eyes and renewed purpose.

In that spirit, the Jewish tradition teaches us
that one of the most important duties we have
during this period is the act of reconciliation.
We're called to seek each other out and make
amends for those moments when we may not
have lived up to our values as well as we should.

At a time when our public discourse can too
often seem harsh, when society too often fo-

cuses on what divides us instead of what unites
us, I hope that Americans of all faiths can take
this opportunity to reach out to those who are
less fortunate, to be tolerant of our neighbors,
and to recognize ourselves in one another. And
as a nation, let us be mindful of those who are
suffering and renew the unbreakable bond we
share with our friends and allies, including the
State of Israel.

In that spirit, Michelle and I wish you and
your families a sweet year full of health, happi-
ness, and peace. L’Shana Tovah.

NOTE: The remarks were recorded at approxi-
mately 5:55 p.m. on August 30 in the Blue
Room at the White House for release on Sep-
tember 13.

Remarks Honoring the 2012 U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Teams

September 14, 2012

The President. Hey! Thank you. I'm the fan
in chief! [Laughter]
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It is great to have Team U.S.A. here at the
White House. And I want to thank Michelle



for not teasing me too much, which is usually
what she does in her introductions. It is true, I
was pretty jealous of the fact that she had a
chance to go to London.

But like millions of Americans, I had almost
as much fun just following you guys from here
and what you did. T usually work pretty late,
but I've mastered the DVR—[laughter]—so 1
was able to catch a little bit of e\}erything. It
was a great way to end the day, watching you
guys do things that I did not think were hu-
manly possible.

So every morning when Michelle and I
would work out, we’d talk about, did you see
that thing?

The First Lady. Yes, it was good.

The President. That was unbelievable. [Laugh-
ter] And——

The First Lady. It’s true.

The President. and then I'd jog on the
treadmill. [Laughter] But I was inspired to
watch you guys even though I couldn’t do what
you do. I was inspired a little: to run a little bit
faster watching Tyson Gay and lift a little more
after watching Holley Mangold or do a few
more crunches after watching Michael Phelps
and the other swimmers. [Laughter] Some-
how, it didn’t work quite on me, but—[laugh-
ter]. And wheelchair rugby, I'm just glad you
guys aren’t taking me out. [Laughter]

But most importantly, what you guys did
was inspire us. You made us proud. And as
President, you made me especially proud to
see how you conducted yourself on a world
stage. You could not have been better ambas-
sadors and better representatives for the Unit-
ed States and what we stand for.

And one of the great things about watching
our Olympics is we are a portrait of what this
country is all about: people from every walk of
life, every background, every race, every faith.
It sends a message to the world about what
makes America special. It speaks to the charac-
ter of this group, how you guys carried your-
selves. And it’s even more impressive when
you think about the obstacles that many of you
have had to overcome not just to succeed at
the Games, but to get there in the first place.
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Thirteen years ago, Kari Miller was serving
in the Army when her car was hit by a drunk
driver. She lost both her legs. She went on to
college and learned how to play sitting volley-
ball. Today, she is the proud owner of two sil-
ver medals.

Lance Brooks is here. Leading up to the
Olympic Games, he had a job pouring concrete
for 12 hours a day and still managed to put in 2
more hours of training in the discus.

Katie Ledecky may have been swimming in
London, but she still had to finish the summer
reading assignments for her high school Eng-
lish class. [Laughter] Where’s Katie? Yes, there
she is. She brought some of her classmates
here today.

And then, there’s Manteo Mitchell. Where
is he? Now, this has to be one of my favorite
stories of the whole Olympics—breaks his shin
bone halfway through his lap on the 4x400 me-
ter relay, but he finishes anyway in 46 seconds
and helps the U.S. qualify for the final. Right
here. Unbelievable.

So all of you have stories of determination
and perseverance. All of you made incredible
sacrifices to get here.

About a month ago, I was in Colorado
Springs. We stopped by the Olympic Training
Center, and I met a bunch of athletes, includ-
ing some of the amazing Paralympians that
were just about to head out. I got to meet some
of the bobsledders who were working out to-
gether for the next Winter Olympics, and it
was just amazing to see not only how hard peo-
ple were training, but also to hear how much
you guys get to eat during training—I[laugh-
ter]—which I was very impressed with.

So I hope that all of you guys get some well-
deserved time off over the next few months.
But I know that pretty soon, many of you will
be back in the gym or on the track or in the
pool, thinking about Rio, because the Olym-
pics is not just about what happens on the big
stage in front of the cameras when the world is
watching. It's about what’s happening when
nobody is watching. And that’s what really
counts.

As Olympians and Paralympians, you guys
all find the strength to keep pushing on good
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days and bad days, because you believe that no
matter where we come from or no matter what
hand we've been dealt in life, with enough ef-
fort, there is no limit to how far we can go.

That’s what sets all of you apart. That’s what
sets America apart. We celebrate individual ef-
fort, but we also know that together, we can do
incredible things that we couldn’t accomplish
on our own.

So thank you for being such great role mod-
els, especially for our young people. We could
not be prouder of you. You gave us a summer
that we will never forget. It is a great honor to

welcome you home. And I have told that—TI've
been told that I—because of my schedule, I'm
not allowed to shake everybody’s hands, but I
am going to break the rule and try to shake as
many as I can before I get dragged out of here.

So God bless you. Marine Band, let’s hit the
music! I love this!

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:14 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of the First
Lady.

Remarks at a Transfer of Remains Ceremony for the Victims of the Attack on

the U.S. Mission in Benghazi, Libya
September 14, 2012

Scripture teaches us, “Greater love hath no
man than this, that a man lay down his life for
his friends.”

Glen Doherty never shied from adventure.
He believed that, in his life, he could make a
difference: a calling he fulfilled as a Navy
SEAL. He served with distinction in Iraq and
worked in Afghanistan. And there, in Beng-
hazi, as he tended to others, he laid down his
life, loyal as always, protecting his friends. To-
day Glen is home.

Tyrone Woods devoted 20 years of his life to
the SEALSs, the consummate “quiet profession-
al.” At the Salty Frog bar, they might not have
known, but Rone also served in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. And there, in Benghazi, he was far
from Dorothy and Tyrone Jr., Hunter, and lit-
tle Kai. And he laid down his life, as he would
have for them, protecting his friends. And to-
day Rone is home.

Sean Smith, it seems, lived to serve: first, in
the Air Force, then, with you at the State De-
partment. He knew the perils of this calling
from his time in Baghdad. And there, in Beng-
hazi, far from home, he surely thought of
Heather and Samantha and Nathan. And he
laid down his life in service to us all. Today
Sean is home.

Chris Stevens was everything America could
want in an Ambassador, as the whole country
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has come to see: how he first went to the re-
gion as a young man in the Peace Corps; how
during the revolution, he arrived in Libya on
that cargo ship; how he believed in Libya and
its people and how they loved him back. And
there, in Benghazi, he laid down his life for his
friends—Libyan and American—and for us all.
Today Chris is home.

Four Americans, four patriots—they loved
this country, and they chose to serve it and
served it well. They had a mission, and they be-
lieved in it. They knew the danger, and they
accepted it. They didn’t simply embrace the
American ideal, they lived it. They embodied
it: the courage, the hope, and yes, the idealism,
that fundamental American belief that we can
leave this world a little better than before.
That’s who they were, and that’s who we are. If
we want to truly honor their memory, that’s
who we must always be.

I know that this awful loss, the terrible imag-
es of recent days, the pictures we're seeing
again today, have caused some to question this
work. And there is no doubt, these are difficult
days. In moments such as this—so much anger
and violence—even the most hopeful among
us must wonder.

But amid all the images of this week, I also
think of the Libyans who took to the streets
with homemade signs expressing their grati-
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