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But we also know that the lives these
Americans led stand in stark contrast to those
of their attackers. These four Americans stood
up for freedom and human dignity. They
should give every American great pride in the
country that they served and the hope that
our flag represents to people around the
globe who also yearn to live in freedom and
with dignity.

We grieve with their families, but let us car-
ry on their memory, and let us continue their
work of seeking a stronger America and a bet-
ter world for all of our children.

Thank you. May God bless the memory of
those we lost, and may God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:43 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Tyrone S. Woods and
Glen A. Doherty, security officers, Depart-
ment of State, who were killed in the attack
on the U.S. mission in Benghazi, Libya, on
September 11. The related proclamation is
listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.

Statement on the Attack on the United States Mission in Benghazi, Libya

September 12, 2012

I strongly condemn the outrageous attack on
our diplomatic facility in Benghazi, which took
the lives of four Americans, including Ambas-
sador Chris Stevens. Right now the American
people have the families of those we lost in our
thoughts and prayers. They exemplified Amer-
ica’s commitment to freedom, justice, and
partnership with nations and people around
the globe and stand in stark contrast to those
who callously took their lives.

I have directed my administration to provide
all necessary resources to support the security
of our personnel in Libya and to increase secu-
rity at our diplomatic posts around the globe.
While the United States rejects efforts to deni-
grate the religious beliefs of others, we must all
unequivocally oppose the kind of senseless vio-
lence that took the lives of these public servants.

On a personal note, Chris was a courageous
and exemplary representative of the United
States. Throughout the Libyan revolution, he
selflessly served our country and the Libyan

people at our mission in Benghazi. As Ambas-
sador in Tripoli, he has supported Libya’s tran-
sition to democracy. His legacy will endure
wherever human beings reach for liberty and
justice. I am profoundly grateful for his service
to my administration and deeply saddened by
this loss.

The brave Americans we lost represent the ex-
traordinary service and sacrifices that our civilians
make every day around the globe. As we stand
united with their families, let us now redouble
our own efforts to carry their work forward.

NOTE: The statement referred to Sean P.
Smith, Foreign Service officer, and Tyrone S.
Woods and Glen A. Doherty, security offi-
cers, Department of State, who were killed in
an attack on the U.S. mission in Benghazi,
Libya, on September 11. The related procla-
mation is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Las Vegas, Nevada

September 12, 2012

The President. Thank you so much. Can
everybody please give Adriana a great
round of applause for the wonderful intro-
duction?
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I also want to say it’s good to see your once
and next Congresswoman, Dina Titus. And it is
so good to see all of you.

Audience member. We love you!
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