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But we also know that the lives these
Americans led stand in stark contrast to those
of their attackers. These four Americans stood
up for freedom and human dignity. They
should give every American great pride in the
country that they served and the hope that
our flag represents to people around the
globe who also yearn to live in freedom and
with dignity.

We grieve with their families, but let us car-
ry on their memory, and let us continue their
work of seeking a stronger America and a bet-
ter world for all of our children.

Thank you. May God bless the memory of
those we lost, and may God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:43 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Tyrone S. Woods and
Glen A. Doherty, security officers, Depart-
ment of State, who were killed in the attack
on the U.S. mission in Benghazi, Libya, on
September 11. The related proclamation is
listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.

Statement on the Attack on the United States Mission in Benghazi, Libya
September 12, 2012

I strongly condemn the outrageous attack on
our diplomatic facility in Benghazi, which took
the lives of four Americans, including Ambas-
sador Chris Stevens. Right now the American
people have the families of those we lost in our
thoughts and prayers. They exemplified Amer-
ica’s commitment to freedom, justice, and
partnership with nations and people around
the globe and stand in stark contrast to those
who callously took their lives.

I have directed my administration to provide
all necessary resources to support the security
of our personnel in Libya and to increase secu-
rity at our diplomatic posts around the globe.
While the United States rejects efforts to deni-
grate the religious beliefs of others, we must all
unequivocally oppose the kind of senseless vio-
lence that took the lives of these public servants.

On a personal note, Chris was a courageous
and exemplary representative of the United
States. Throughout the Libyan revolution, he
selflessly served our country and the Libyan

people at our mission in Benghazi. As Ambas-
sador in Tripoli, he has supported Libya’s tran-
sition to democracy. His legacy will endure
wherever human beings reach for liberty and
justice. I am profoundly grateful for his service
to my administration and deeply saddened by
this loss.

The brave Americans we lost represent the ex-
traordinary service and sacrifices that our civilians
make every day around the globe. As we stand
united with their families, let us now redouble
our own efforts to carry their work forward.

NOTE: The statement referred to Sean P.
Smith, Foreign Service officer, and Tyrone S.
Woods and Glen A. Doherty, security offi-
cers, Department of State, who were killed in
an attack on the U.S. mission in Benghazi,
Libya, on September 11. The related procla-
mation is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Las Vegas, Nevada
September 12, 2012

The President. Thank you so much. Can
everybody please give Adriana a great
round of applause for the wonderful intro-
duction?

I also want to say it’s good to see your once
and next Congresswoman, Dina Titus. And it is
so good to see all of you.

Audience member. We love you!
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The President. I love you back. I do. Now, I
wanted to begin——

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

Attack on U.S. Mission in Benghazi, Libya

The President. Thank you. So I wanted to
begin tonight by just saying a few words about
a tough day that we’ve had today. We lost four
Americans last night, who were killed when
they were attacked at a diplomatic post in Lib-
ya. And they were serving overseas on our be-
half, despite the dangers, despite the risks, to
help one of the world’s youngest democracies
get on its feet. They were working to advance
the interests and the values that we hold dear
as Americans. And as Americans, we stand
united—all of us—in gratitude for their ser-
vice, and we are mindful of their sacrifice, and
we want to send out heartfelt prayers to their
loved ones who grieve today.

It’s a reminder that the freedoms we en-
joy—sometimes even the freedoms we take for
granted—they’re only sustained because there
are people like those who were killed who are
willing to stand up for those freedoms, who are
willing to fight for those freedoms, in some
cases to lay down their lives for those free-
doms. So tonight let’s think of them and thank
them.

As for the ones we lost last night: I want to
assure you, we will bring their killers to justice.
And we want to send a message all around the
world, anybody who would do us harm: No act
of terror will dim the light of the values that we
proudly shine on the rest of the world, and no
act of violence will shake the resolve of the
United States of America.

We will not be deterred. We will keep go-
ing. We will keep going because the world
needs us. We are the one indispensable power
in the world. And if we are going to see peace
and security for our children and our grand-
children, then that means that this generation
of Americans has to lead. We’re going to have
to keep doing the work, no matter how hard it
seems sometimes.

2012 Presidential Election

And that’s what I want to talk to you about
here today. We’ve got work to do overseas;
we’ve also got to do some work here at home.
And we’ve got to do some work right here in
the great State of Nevada.

Now, because Nevada is a battleground
State, you are aware that we’ve got an election
going on. Unless you’ve accidentally stumbled
in here looking for a convention of podia-
trists—[laughter]—then you’ve been paying
some attention to the election. Both parties
just came out with their conventions. Each side
made its case. And now your choice—facing a
very big choice.

See, our vision, what we’re fighting for, the
reason all of you are here today, is because we
believe in the basic bargain that built the larg-
est middle class and the strongest economy the
world has ever known. It’s a bargain that says
hard work will pay off; that if you act responsi-
bly, you’ll be rewarded; that everybody gets a
fair shot, everybody does their fair share, ev-
erybody plays by the same rules, from Main
Street to Wall Street to Washington, DC; that
it doesn’t matter where you come from or what
you look like or what your last name is, here in
America you can make it if you try. That’s what
we believe in.

And that basic bargain is why I ran for Presi-
dent in the first place and why so many of you
worked hard to get me elected President. We
had seen for a decade too many jobs disappear-
ing overseas. We had seen too many families
struggling while costs were going up but pay-
checks weren’t going up. People racking up
more debt just to pay the mortgage or pay tu-
ition or put gas in the car or food on the table.
And these misguided policies led to the biggest
recession we’ve seen since the Great Depres-
sion. Millions of innocent Americans, especial-
ly here in Nevada, lost their homes, their jobs,
their savings. And we are still fighting to recov-
er from that. Nevada got hit harder than most.

But here’s the thing: I don’t think the best
answers for today’s new challenges are old
sales pitches. And that’s what my opponent
and the other side have been selling. You guys
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heard it; I mean, you may not have watched
their convention, but if you didn’t, let me sum-
marize. What they said was, we want to give
you more tax cuts, especially tilted towards the
wealthy, and everything will be okay.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. And this is their prescription

for everything: Tax cuts in good times, tax cuts
in bad times; tax cuts when we’re at peace, tax
cuts when we’re at war; tax cuts to help you
lose those few extra pounds—[laughter]—tax
cuts to give your love life that extra kick.
[Laughter]

Now, listen, I’ve cut taxes, but I cut them for
folks who needed them. We cut taxes for mid-
dle class families. We cut taxes for small-busi-
ness owners. But I sure do not believe that an-
other round of tax breaks for millionaires will
bring good jobs back to our shores. I don’t be-
lieve that it will bring down our deficit. I don’t
think that firing teachers or kicking students
off of financial aid will grow our economy. I
don’t think that will help us compete when
China is churning out more engineers and sci-
entists.

After all we’ve been through, does anybody
actually believe that rolling back regulations on
Wall Street is somehow going to help small-
businesswomen here in Las Vegas or the laid-
off construction worker here in Las Vegas get
back to work? Let me tell you something, we
tried that. We tried it for a long time. We tried
it for 8 years. And what happened? It didn’t
work.

We are not going to try something that we
know didn’t work, that got us into the mess in
the first place. We are not going back. We are
going forward. We are going forward. We are
going forward, Nevada, and that’s why I’m run-
ning for a second term as President of the
United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. We don’t believe that the an-
swer to our challenges is to tell folks, you’re on
your own. If you’re sick, hope you don’t get
sick. If you lose your home, tough luck, you’re
on your own. If you can’t afford college, see if
you can borrow money from your parents. We

don’t believe in that. We believe we’re all in
this together.

We don’t believe in an economy that grows
from the top down. We believe in an economy
that grows from the middle out, from the bot-
tom up, giving everybody a chance, giving ev-
erybody a ladder for opportunity, opening up
doors for people so that they can work hard
and do right by their families and do right by
themselves. That’s what we believe. That’s why
I’m running for a second term as President,
because we’re moving forward together, not on
our own.

Now, I won’t pretend—some of you heard
me at the convention—I won’t pretend that
what I’m offering is the easiest path. I’ve never
said that; in 2008, I didn’t say it was going to be
easy. And as President Clinton reminded us
last week, it’s going to take more than a few
years to solve challenges that have been build-
ing up over decades.

But we’ve made progress. Every time I meet
a child whose parents tell me, you know what,
she was sick, but you helped her get insurance;
every time I meet somebody who said, you
know what, we were able to refinance our
home and we’ve been able to save some mon-
ey; every time I meet a spouse who says, you
know what, you promised to bring my husband
or my wife back from Iraq, and they’re back
now—every time I see that happen, I’m re-
minded of the progress that we’ve made.

And we’ve got a long way to go. But let me
tell you something, when we hear folks say that
somehow this Nation is in decline, they are
dead wrong. We’ve got the best workers in the
world, some of them right here in Las Vegas.
We’ve got the best entrepreneurs in the world,
some of them right here in Las Vegas. We’ve
got the best scientists and the best researchers,
the best colleges, the best universities. We’ve
got this incredible diversity that you see in this
audience and you see all across the country,
people from every background, but all bound
together by this creed, this faith that we have
in this Nation. There is not another country on
Earth that would not gladly trade places with
the United States.
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So our problems can be solved, and our
challenges can be met. And the path we offer
may be harder, but it leads to a better place,
and I am asking you to choose that future. I’m
asking you to rally around the goals I laid out at
the convention: to create new manufacturing
jobs and new energy sources and improve our
education system and bring down our deficit
and turn the page on a decade of war. We can
do that in the next 4 years. That’s why I’m run-
ning for a second term as President of the
United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, just in case there are a
few of you who aren’t convinced yet, or I need
you to go out and do some convincing of some
folks that may not be convinced yet, let me
break down exactly what I’m talking about
when I say a set of goals for this country.

I’ve got a plan, first of all, to export more
products and outsource fewer jobs. After a de-
cade of decline, this country has created over
half a million new manufacturing jobs in the
last 2½ years. We reinvented a dying auto in-
dustry that’s back on top of the world.

Now you’ve got a choice. We can keep giv-
ing tax breaks to companies that are shipping
jobs overseas, or we can start rewarding com-
panies that are investing right here in the Unit-
ed States of America, hiring American workers
to create good-paying jobs right here. That’s
what we can do.

We can help big factories and small busi-
nesses double their exports. We can create a
million new manufacturing jobs in the next 4
years. We can continue the progress we’ve
made expanding tourism that has a huge im-
pact here in Vegas. You can make that happen.
We will make it happen if we move forward.
But it’s up to you.

Second, I’ve got a plan to control more of
our own energy. After 30 years of inaction, we
raised fuel standards so that by the middle of
the next decade, your cars and trucks will go
twice as far on a gallon of gas. That will save
you money. It will be good for our economy,
good for our environment.

We have doubled the amount of renewable
energy we generate, including right here in
Nevada, solar panels all across this State. So
not only are we generating energy that we
need to grow, but we can also employ thou-
sands of Americans. Thousands of Americans
have jobs today building wind turbines and so-
lar panels and long-lasting batteries. Today, the
United States of America is less dependent on
foreign oil than at any time in nearly two de-
cades.

So now you’ve got a choice: We can reverse
that progress, or we can build on it. We can
keep investing in wind and solar and clean
coal. And our farmers and scientists can har-
ness new biofuels. Our construction workers
can build homes and factories that waste less
energy and retrofit old buildings, put them
back to work in a way that helps free ourselves
from dependence on foreign oil. We can devel-
op a hundred-year supply of natural gas that’s
right beneath our feet. If you choose this path,
we can cut our oil imports in half by 2020 and
we could support more than 600,000 jobs in
natural gas alone. But you can also choose the
alternative, which is to let the oil companies
write our energy plans.

Audience members. No!
The President. But that’s moving backwards.

And what do we want to do?
Audience members. Forward!
The President. We want to move forward.

That’s what this campaign’s about.
Third, I’ve got a plan to give more Ameri-

cans the chance to get the skills they need to
compete. Education was the gateway of oppor-
tunity for me. It was the gateway of opportuni-
ty for Michelle. It was the gateway of opportu-
nity for many of you. It is the gateway to a mid-
dle class life.

Because of the work we already did, millions
of students right here in Nevada and all across
the country are paying less for college today.
We took on a system that was wasting billions
of taxpayer dollars on banks and lenders. We
cut out the middle man. Let’s give the money
directly to the students, and we helped mil-
lions of young people all across this country.
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So now you’ve got a choice. We could take
my opponent’s advice, which results in gutting
education.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, now, vote. Don’t

boo, vote.
Or we can decide that in the United States

of America, no child should have their dream
deferred because of an overcrowded class-
room. Last time I was here in Vegas, we were
hearing about classes that had 42 kids in them.
Kids sitting on the floor. Old, wornout text-
books. No family should have to set aside a col-
lege acceptance letter because they don’t have
the money. No company should have to look
for workers in China because they couldn’t
find the right skilled workers here at home.
That’s not who we are. That’s not how we
move forward.

So, Nevada, I’m asking you to help recruit a
hundred thousand math and science teachers
in the next 10 years, improve early childhood
education, help give 2 million workers the
chance to study at community colleges to get
the skills they need for the jobs that are hiring
right now. Help us work with colleges and uni-
versities to cut in half the growth of tuition
costs. We can meet that goal. You can choose
that future for America, not just for yourself,
but for your kids and your grandkids. That’s
what we mean when we say we’ve got to move
forward.

And, Nevada, we’ve got to reduce our defi-
cit. It’s important, but we’ve got to do it in a
way that doesn’t stick it to the middle class. In-
dependent analysis shows my plan for reducing
the deficit would cut it by $4 trillion. I’ve al-
ready worked with Republicans in Congress to
cut a trillion dollars’ worth of spending, and
I’m willing to do more. I want to reform the
Tax Code so that it’s fair and so that it’s simple.

But I also want to ask the wealthiest house-
holds, including my own, to pay a little bit
more on incomes over $250,000, the same rate
we had when Bill Clinton was President. The
same rate we had when we created 23 million
new jobs, went from deficit to surplus, created
a whole lot of millionaires to boot. That’s the
way we have to move forward.

Now, just to be fair, the other side, they’ve
got a plan too. The problem is, as President
Clinton pointed out, they don’t have any arith-
metic in it. [Laughter] The math doesn’t add
up. Because if you think we can somehow low-
er our deficit by spending trillions more on
new tax breaks for the wealthy, when you try to
pay for $5 trillion in new tax cuts without rais-
ing taxes on middle class families or add $2 tril-
lion in new military spending that our Joint
Chiefs don’t say is going to make us safer with-
out increasing the deficit, well, you’ve got a—
you get that error message on your calculator.
[Laughter] No amount of extra credit is going
to make that math work.

I refuse to ask middle class families like
yours to pay more so that millionaires and bil-
lionaires can pay less. I refuse to ask students
to pay more for college so I can pay less. I re-
fuse to kick children out of Head Start pro-
grams or eliminate health insurance for mil-
lions of Americans who are poor or elderly or
disabled just for those—just so those with the
most can pay less. I don’t believe in that. That’s
not who we are. That’s not how we’re going to
grow our economy.

I don’t think the answer for hard-working
folks here in Nevada whose homes are under-
water is to do nothing, let it bottom out. My
administration has already helped more than a
million responsible homeowners refinance
their mortgages, and I’m running to give more
like them the chance to refinance and save
$3,000 a year and maybe start building up
some equity back. That will strengthen the
housing market across the board in this State.

And by the way, I will never turn Medicare
into a voucher, because no American should
have to spend their golden years at the mercy
of insurance companies. You should retire af-
ter a lifetime of labor with some dignity and
some respect. You have earned it. We’ll reform
Medicare for the long haul the right way by
bringing down costs, not by dumping those
costs onto seniors.

And we’ll keep the promise of Social Securi-
ty by taking responsible steps to strengthen it,
not by turning it over to Wall Street like a stack
of poker chips. That’s the choice that you face
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this fall. That’s what we mean when we talk
about moving forward.

Now, rebuilding our economy is essential,
but as we were reminded today, our prosperity
at home is linked to our policies abroad. Four
years ago, I promised to end the war in Iraq,
and we did. I said we’d wind down the war in
Afghanistan, and we are.

A day after 9/11, we are reminded that a
new tower rises above the New York skyline,
but Al Qaida is on the path to defeat and bin
Laden is dead.

We still face threats in this world, and we’ve
got to remain vigilant. And that’s why we will
be relentless in our pursuit of those who at-
tacked us yesterday.

But that’s also why so long as I’m Com-
mander in Chief we will sustain the strongest
military the world has ever known. And when
our troops come home and take off their uni-
form, we will serve them as well as they’ve
served us, because nobody who has fought for
America should have to fight for a job or a roof
over their heads when they come home. That
is a solemn commitment that we make.

And as we’re winding down these wars, we
can use some of the money that we’re no lon-
ger spending on war to pay down our debt and
to put more people back to work rebuilding
roads and bridges and runways and schools,
because after a decade of war, it’s time to do
some nation-building right here in the United
States, right here at home.

So let me say this. Let me say this, Nevada.
We can get all this done. I have no doubt in my
mind we can get it done.

The power to do it, though, is in your hands.
I told you at the convention, the election 4
years ago was not about me, it was about you
and the change that you imagined for this
country. You are the reason seniors across Ne-
vada saved an average of nearly 600,000—$600
last year on their medicines because of health
care reform.

You’re the reason thousands of students at
UNLV have more help paying for college this
year. You’re the reason two grandparents in
Reno could refinance their mortgage and keep
their piece of the American Dream. You’re the

reason a young immigrant who grew up here
and went to school here and pledged alle-
giance to our flag will no longer be deported
from the only country she’s ever known.

You’re the reason why we ended “don’t ask,
don’t tell.” You’re the reason why those who
fought so bravely for us can come back and
hear those two amazing words: Welcome
home. You are the reason that happened.

And that’s why we can’t turn back now. If
you buy into all the cynicism that’s being fed to
you through these negative ads, well, you know
what, change won’t happen if you stop fighting
for it. If you give up on the idea that your voice
can make a difference, then you know who’s
going to fill the void: the lobbyists, the special
interests, the folks who are writing these $10
million checks to run all those negative ads, the
people who are trying to make it harder for you
to vote, the politicians in Washington who
want to decide who you can marry, who want
to decide for women what their health care
choices should be when women are perfectly
capable of making those decisions themselves.

We cannot let that happen, Nevada. We’ve
got the power to make sure it doesn’t happen,
but I need your help. We’ve come too far to
turn back now. We’ve got more good jobs to
create, and we’ve got too much homegrown
energy to generate.

We’ve got more young people to send to col-
lege and more good schools to build and more
good teachers to hire. We’ve got more troops
to bring home and more veterans to take care
of. And we’ve got more doors of opportunity to
open to everybody—Black, White, Hispanic,
Asian, Native American, disabled, not disabled,
gay, straight—anybody who’s willing to work
hard and believes in America, we’ve got to
open those doors of opportunity for them.
That’s why I’m asking for a second term.

And if you’re willing to work with me and
fight for me and knock on some doors with me
and make some phone calls with me, if you
vote in November, we will win here in Clark
County. We will win Nevada. We will win this
election. We will finish what we started, and
you and I together will remind the world why
we are the greatest nation on Earth.
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God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:03 p.m. at
the Cashman Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Las Vegas, NV, resident Adriana Or-
tiz; U.S. Ambassador to Libya J. Christopher

Stevens, Foreign Service Officer Sean P.
Smith, and State Department security officers
Glen A. Doherty and Tyrone S. Woods, who
were killed in an attack on the U.S. mission in
Benghazi, Libya, on September 11; and Re-
publican Presidential nominee W. Mitt Rom-
ney.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Golden, Colorado
September 13, 2012

The President. Hello, Golden! Thank you!
Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back.
You know, this is just too pretty. I don’t

know how you guys get any work done around
here. [Laughter] It is spectacular today. Spec-
tacular. And I notice there’s kind of like a wa-
ter slide in there; I wanted to try it out, but—
[laughter]—Secret Service said no. [Laughter]
They would not let me do it.

It is great to be back in Colorado. Can ev-
erybody please give Lisa a big round of ap-
plause for that great introduction? Not only
does she deserve a great introduction—or ap-
plause because of the introduction, but also
having three kids and one more coming—
[laughter]—that deserves some applause. To
all the moms out there. That is some work.
And once you get to three, then you’ve got to
play zone defense—[laughter]—I don’t even
know what to do with four.

I am so grateful to be here, and I’m so grate-
ful that Lisa took the time to do this. I’ve got a
couple other friends who are here. First of all,
your former Senator, an outstanding Secretary
of the Interior, looking after the natural re-
sources of America, Ken Salazar is in the
house. Your mayor, Marjorie Sloan, is here.

Marjorie, she could not be sweeter. I mean,
she gave me such a nice welcome hug and in-
formed me that I am the first President to visit
this county since Ulysses S. Grant. Is that cor-
rect? Now, that’s pretty impressive. That’s a
long time ago, Ulysses S. Grant. [Laughter]
Back then, you couldn’t even vote. You guys
were still a territory. [Laughter] But—so I’m
glad to put down my marker here. [Applause]
Absolutely.

Attack on U.S. Mission in Benghazi, Libya

Let me say at the outset that obviously our
hearts are heavy this week; we had a tough day
a couple of days ago. Four Americans were
killed in an attack on our diplomatic post in
Libya. Yesterday I had a chance to go over to
the State Department to talk to friends and
colleagues of those who were killed. And these
were Americans who, like so many others, both
in uniform and civilians, who serve in difficult
and dangerous places all around the world to
advance the interests and the values that we
hold dear as Americans.

And a lot of times, their work goes unherald-
ed, doesn’t get a lot of attention, but it is vitally
important. We enjoy our security and our lib-
erty because of the sacrifices that they make.
And they do an outstanding job every single
day, without a lot of fanfare.

So what I want all of you to know is that we
are going to bring those who killed our fellow
Americans to justice. I want people around the
world to hear me: To all those who would do us
harm, no act of terror will go unpunished. It
will not dim the light of the values that we
proudly present to the rest of the world. No act
of violence shakes the resolve of the United
States of America.

And I’ve directed my administration to do
whatever is necessary to protect all Americans
who are serving abroad. It’s one of my highest
priorities as President. And we’re also in con-
tact with other governments to underscore that
they’ve got an obligation to cooperate with us
to protect our citizens. That’s part of their job.
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