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The last decade has been a difficult one, but
together, we have answered those questions
and come back stronger as a nation.

We took the fight to Al Qaida, decimating
their leadership, and put them on the path to
defeat. And thanks to the courage and skill of
our intelligence personnel and Armed Forces,
Usama bin Laden will never threaten America
again.

Instead of pulling back from the world,
we've strengthened our alliances, while im-
proving our security here at home. As Ameri-
cans, we refuse to live in fear. Today, a new
tower rises above the New York skyline. And
our country is stronger, safer, and more re-
spected in the world.

Instead of turning on each other, we resisted
the temptation to give in to mistrust and suspi-
cion. I've always said that America is at war
with Al Qaida and its affiliates and we will nev-
er be at war with Islam or any other religion.
We are the United States of America. Our
freedom and diversity make us unique, and
they will always be central to who we are as a
nation.

Instead of changing who we are, the attacks
have brought out the best in the American
people. More than 5 million members of the
9/11 generation have worn America’s uniform
over the past decade, and we've seen an out-
pouring of good will towards our military, our
veterans, and their families. Together, they've
done everything we've asked of them. We've
ended the war in Iraq and brought our troops
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home. We brought an end to the Taliban re-
gime. We've trained Afghan security forces
and forged a partnership with a new Afghan
Government. And by the end of 2014, the tran-
sition in Afghanistan will be complete, and our
war there will be over.

And finally, instead of turning inward with
grief, we've honored the memory of those we
lost by giving back to our communities, serving
those in need, and reaffirming the values at the
heart of who we are as a people. That’s why we
mark September 11 as a National Day of Ser-
vice and Remembrance, because we are one
American family. And we look out for each
other, not just on the difficult days, but every
day.

Eleven years later, that’s the legacy of 9/11:
the ability to say with confidence that no adver-
sary and no act of terrorism can change who we
are. We are Americans, and we will protect and
preserve this country we love. On this solemn
anniversary, let’s remember those we lost, let
us reaffirm the values they stood for, and let us
keep moving forward as one Nation and one

people.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 12:15 p.m. on September 5 in the Dip-
lomatic Room at the White House for broad-
cast on September 8. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on September 7, but was embargoed for re-
lease until 6 a.m. on September 8.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Seminole, Florida

September 8, 2012

The President. Hello, St. Pete’s! T am fired
up! T am ready to go forward!

O, it is good to be back in Florida. It is
good—how’s everybody doing today?

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. All right. Now, first thing I
want to do is make sure everybody is staying
hydrated, and if you've been standing here a
while, bend your knees. I don’t want every-

body—anybody falling out.

I want to thank Charlie Crist for his intro-
duction, for his support, for showing that the
values that we're fighting for are not Demo-
cratic values or Republican values, they are
American values. That’s what we're fighting
for.

We've got one of the finest Senators in the
country, your Senator, Bill Nelson, here. One
of the best Members of Congress that we've
got, Kathy Castor is here. And all of you are
here. I'm really excited about that.
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Audience member. 1 love youl!

The President. I love you back; that's why I
came.

Now, we just had our convention in Char-
lotte, North Carolina. Folks there could not
have been more welcoming. Michelle—what
can I say? As the other men in the audience
know, our main goal when we marry is to im-
prove our gene pool. [Laughter] That’s why my
daughters turned out good. [Laughter] Be-
cause you just—you marry up and you marry
somebody superior to yourself. And you just—
you beg them until they marry you. [Laughter]
It’s just—persistence is the key.

And then you’ve got President Clinton who
made the case as only he can. After he spoke,
somebody sent out a tweet; they said, you
should appoint him secretary of explaining
stuff. [Laughter] T like that: secretary of ex-
plaining stuff. Although, I have to admit, it
didn’t really say “stuff.” I cleaned that up a lit-
tle bit. [Laughter]

And then, 2 days ago, I did my best to lay
out the stakes in this election, because they are
big stakes. Both sides have made their argu-
ments now. And I know you have a lot of na-
tional Republicans in the neighborhood mak-
ing their argument.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. We’ve made ours. And so
now you've got a big choice to make. And by
the way, don’t boo, vote. Vote.

I honestly believe this is the clearest choice
of any time in our generation, because it’s a
choice not just between two candidates or two
political parties. This is a choice between two
fundamentally different paths for America,
two fundamentally different visions for our fu-
ture.

Now, ours is a fight on behalf of that basic
bargain that built the largest middle class and
the strongest economy the world has ever
known. The bargain that says if you work hard
it will pay off. The bargain that says responsi-
bility will be rewarded and everybody has got a
fair shot and everybody does their fair share
and everybody plays by the same set of rules,
from Main Street to Wall Street to Washing-
ton, DC. That’s what we’re fighting for.
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That basic bargain is why I ran for President
in the first place, because too many jobs were
disappearing overseas. Too many families were
struggling to make the mortgage, to put food
on the table. People were having to borrow just
for day-to-day expenses, to fill up the gas tank.
And over time, more and more of that debt
built up. And then this whole house of cards
came tumbling down in the worst economic
crisis, the biggest financial crisis since the
Great Depression. And millions of innocent
Americans lost their jobs and their homes and
their life savings, a tragedy that we are still
fighting to recover from.

Now, our friends, at their convention, they
were more than happy to talk about everything
they think is wrong with America, but they
didn’t say much about how they'd make it
right. They want your vote, but they don’t want
you to know their plan. And that’s because

Audience member. We want you, President!

The President. That’s because all they've got
to offer is the same prescriptions that they've
had for 30 years: Tax cuts, tax cuts, gut a few
regulations, some more tax cuts. Tax cuts when
times are good. Tax cuts when times are bad.
Tax cuts to help you lose a few extra pounds—
[laughter]—tax cuts to help your love life.
[Laughter]

Audience member. It doesn’t help! [Laughter]

The President. Somebody said it doesn’t
help. [Laughter] You tried those tax cuts, huh?
[Laughter]

Now, listen, actually, it does help when you
give it to folks who need it. That's why I've cut
taxes for middle class families and for small-
business owners 18 times. But I don’t believe,
and you don’t believe, that another round of
tax breaks for millionaires is going to bring
good jobs back to our shores or pay down our
deficit.

Audience members. No!

The President. 1 don’t believe that firing
teachers or kicking students off of financial
aid—students who go right here to this institu-
tion—that somehow that’s going to help our
economy or help us compete with scientists
and engineers coming out of China.




After all that we have been through, do we
really think that it would make sense to roll
back regulations on Wall Street?

Audience members. Nol

The President. That somehow that’s going to
help small-businesswomen expand or laid-off
construction workers keep their homes?

Audience members. Nol

The President. Let me tell you that we have
been there. We've tried what they're peddling.
It didn’t work. We’re not going back. We're go-
ing forward. [Applause] We are going forward.
We are going forward.

I won't pretend the path I'm offering is
quick or that it’s going to be easy. I never have.
Sometimes, I ask people to go back to 2008
and look at what I said. I said this was going to
take some time because these problems have
been building up for a long time. Bill Clinton
reminded us on Wednesday night, it’s going to
take more than a few years to solve challenges
that have been built up for decades.

But let me tell you something. When our
opponents say this Nation is in decline, they
are dead wrong. This is America. We still have
the best workers in the world and the best en-
trepreneurs in the world. We've got the best
scientists and the best researchers. We've got
the best colleges and the best universities. We
are a young nation with the greatest diversity of
talent and ingenuity from every corner of the
globe. So no matter what the naysayers may say
for political reasons, no matter how dark they
try to make everything look, there’s not a coun-
try on Earth that wouldn’t gladly trade places
with the United States of America.

And I am here to tell you our problems can
be solved and our challenges can be met. The
path we offer may be harder, but it leads to a
better place. And I'm asking you to choose that
future. I am asking you to rally not just behind
me, but around a set of goals for your country:
goals in manufacturing and energy, in educa-
tion and national security, in reducing our defi-
cit. Real, achievable goals that will lead to new
jobs and more opportunity and rebuild this
economy on a stronger foundation.
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That’s what we can do in the next 4 years,
and that’s why I'm running for a second term
as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. That’s why I'm asking for 4
more years.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, I want you to—in case
you missed it 2 days ago, I want to repeat in
very plain terms what goals I'm talking about.

Audience member. Go ahead, Mr. President!

The President. You say 1 can go ahead?
Okay. I'm going to go ahead then. [Laughter]

Number one, T've got a plan to export more
products and outsource fewer jobs. After a de-
cade of decline, this country has now created
over half a million jobs in the last 2% years
alone just in manufacturing. That’s faster than
any time since the nineties. We reinvented a
dying auto industry that’s back on top of the
world. And now you've got a choice: we can
keep giving more tax breaks to companies that
are shipping jobs overseas, just like the other
side is arguing for:

Audience members. Boo!

The President. or we can start reward-
ing companies that open new plants and train
new workers and create new jobs right here in
Florida. We can help big factories and small
businesses double their exports and create a
million new manufacturing jobs in the next 4
years. You can make that happen. That’s part
one.

Part two: I've got a plan to control more of
our own energy. After 30 years of inaction, we
raised fuel standards so that by the middle of
the next decade, your cars and trucks will go
twice as far on a gallon of gas. That will save
you money. It will help the environment.

We’ve doubled our use of renewable energy,
and thousands of Americans now have jobs
building wind turbines and long-lasting batter-
ies. Today, the United States of America is less
dependent on foreign oil than at any time in
nearly two decades. Think about that.

So we’re moving to control our own energy.
The other side, they don’t have a real plan. So
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you've got a choice between a plan that wants
to just reverse the progress we’ve made or one
that builds on it. And let me tell you, unlike my
opponent, I'm not going to let oil companies
write this country’s energy plan or endanger
our coastline or collect another $4 billion in
corporate welfare from our taxpayers. We're
not going to let them do that.

We've got a better path. We're going to in-
vest in wind and solar, clean coal technology.
We're going to help farmers and scientists har-
ness new biofuels to power cars and trucks.
We're going to put construction workers back
to work building homes and factories that
waste less energy and retrofitting old buildings
and homes to use less energy.

We're developing a hundred years” supply of
natural gas that’s right beneath our feet. If you
choose this path, we can cut our imports in half
by 2020 and support more than 600,000 new
jobs in natural gas alone.

That’s the second part of the plan. You want
to hear the third?

Audience members. Yes!

The President. Okay. Third, I've got a plan
to give more Americans the chance to gain the
skills they need to compete. Education was the
gateway to opportunity for me and Michelle.
It’s the gateway to a middle class life.

For the next time—for the first time in near-
ly a generation, every State just about has an-
swered our call to raise their standards for
teaching and learning. Some of the worst
schools in the country have made real gains in
math and reading, including here in Florida.
Millions of students are paying less for college
today, including students here, because we
took on a system that was wasting billions of
dollars giving student loan money to banks and
lenders instead of directly to students.

So now you've got a choice. We can gut edu-
cation like these other folks were recommend-
ing.

Audience members. No!

The President. Or we can decide that in the
United States of America, no child should have
her dreams deferred because of a crowded
classroom or a crumbling school. No family
should have to set aside a college acceptance
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letter because they don’t have the money. No
company should have to look for workers in
China because they couldn’t find ones with the
right skills right here at home.

So help me recruit 100,000 math and sci-
ence teachers in the next 10 years and improve
early childhood education and give 2 million
workers the chance to learn skills at that com-
munity college that will lead directly to a job.
And let’s help work with colleges and universi-
ties to cut in half the growth of tuition costs
over the next 10 years, because higher educa-
tion is not a luxury anymore; it is an economic
necessity that everybody should be able to af-
ford.

And we can meet that goal together. You
can choose that future if you're willing to move
forward with me.

Fourth, fourth, my plan—yes, I've got four.
[Laughter] Fourth, my plan would reduce our
deficit without sticking it to the middle class.
We're all concerned about the deficit. After
two wars, two tax cuts that weren’t paid for, we
have a challenge that we've got to now deal
with——

Audience member. Can’t go back.

The President. Can’t go backwards.

Independent analysis shows that the plan
I've put forward would cut our deficit by $4
trillion. And I've already worked with Republi-
cans to cut $1 trillion in spending. I'm willing
to do more. We've got to make sure Govern-
ment is lean, and programs that don’t work,
we’ve got to get rid of them so we can pay for
the things that do.

And I want to reform the Tax Code so that it
is simple and fair, and so that it asks the
wealthiest households to pay higher taxes on
incomes over $250,000. Keep in mind, that
means if you're a millionaire, you'd still get a
tax—you’d keep your tax cut for the first 250.
[Laughter] But after that, you'd pay the same
rate we had when Bill Clinton was President,
the same rate when we created 23 million new
jobs, the biggest surplus in history and a whole
lot of millionaires to boot.

And by the way, the reason that I want to
keep tax cuts for middle class families—but I
don’t need one, Mitt Romney doesn’t need



one—is because what happens when middle
class families, when teachers and construction
workers and receptionists, what happens when
folks have a little money in their pocket?

Audience members. They spend it!

The President. And when they spend it that
means business has more customers, and that
means business makes more profit, which means
business hires more workers, who then spend
more money. The whole economy gets stronger.
Not from the top down, but from the middle out,
from the bottom up. That’s how we grow an econ-
omy. [Applause] That's how we grow an economy.

Now, this week, President Clinton pointed
out the single biggest thing missing from my
opponent’s plan: arithmetic. When Governor
Romney and his allies tell us we can somehow
cut our deficit by spending $5 trillion more on
tax breaks for the wealthy, well, you do the
math. How is that going to work?

The fact is Mr. Romney’s plan and Congress-
man Ryan’s plan don’t add up. And by the way,
they don’t add to jobs either. They like to talk
about how we’re going to create more jobs. But
economists who've looked at their plan say this
would make the recovery slower, not faster.

I refuse to let that happen. I refuse to ask
middle class families to give up their deduc-
tions for owning a home or raising their kids
just to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut. I
refuse to ask all the students here to pay more
for college to pay for my tax cut. I'm not going
to kick children out of Head Start programs or
eliminate health insurance for millions of
Americans who are poor or elderly or disabled,
all so those with the most can pay less.

And by the way, Florida, you should know I
will never turn Medicare into a voucher sys-
tem. No American should have to spend their
golden years at the mercy of insurance compa-
nies. They should retire with the dignity and
the respect and the care that they have earned.
So yes, we will reform and strengthen Medi-
care for the long haul; that needs to be done.
But we're going to do it by reducing the cost of
health care, not by just dumping the cost on se-
niors and asking them to pay more, thousands
of dollars more.
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And while we're at it, we're going to keep
the promise of Social Security by taking the re-
sponsible steps to strengthen it, and that’s not
by turning it over to Wall Street.

Audience members. No!

The President. Now, rebuilding the econo-
my is essential, but everybody knows our pros-
perity at home is linked to what we do abroad.
Four years ago, I promised to end the war in
Iraq; I did. I said that we would begin to wind
down the war in Afghanistan, and we are. A
new tower rises above the New York skyline;
meanwhile, Al Qaida is on the path to defeat,
and Usama bin Laden is dead.

So we’re going to keep moving forward. As
long as I'm Commander in Chief, we will sus-
tain the strongest military the world has ever
known. And when our troops come home and
take off their uniform—Iike this veteran right
here—we will serve them as well as they have
served us. Because no one who fights for this
country should ever have to fight for a job or a
roof over their heads or the care that they need
when they come home.

My opponent has a different view. He said
the way I ended the war in Iraq was “tragic.”
He won't tell us how he’ll end the war in Af-
ghanistan. I have, and T will. And while he
wants to spend more money on military pro-
grams that the Joint Chiefs don’t even want,
say it won’t make us safer, I'm going to use
some of that money that were no longer
spending on war to pay down our debt and to
put more people back to work rebuilding
schools and bridges and runways and roads,
because after a decade at war, I think it’s time
to some nation-building here at home.

So this is the choice that we face. This is
what the election comes down to. Over and
over, the other side spent all the time they had
here in Florida saying that bigger tax cuts and
fewer regulations are the only way. They kept
on arguing over and over again that since gov-
ernment can’t do everything, it should do al-
most nothing. Their basic theory is: If you can’t
afford health insurance, hope you don’t get
sick. If a company releases toxic pollution into
the air that your children breathe, well, that’s
just the price of progress. If you can’t afford to
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go to college, take my opponent’s advice and
borrow money from your parents.

You know what, that's not who we are.
That’s not what America is about. America, we
believe and insist on personal responsibility.
We believe in individual initiative. We know
we're not entitled to success; we've got to earn
it. We honor the businessmen and the strivers
and the dreamers and the risk takers who’ve al-
ways been the driving force behind our free
enterprise system, the greatest engine of
growth and prosperity that the world has ever
known.

But you know what, we also believe that this
country only works when we accept certain ob-
ligations to one another, to future generations.
We believe in the idea of citizenship: the idea
that America is not just about what can be
done for us, but what can be done by us, to-
gether, as one Nation, as one people.

That’s what you believed 4 years ago. I told
you the election wasn’t about me, it was about
you. And as I look out on this crowd, I am re-
minded, you were the change. Folks here in
Florida from every walk of life—Black, White,
Hispanic, Asian, Native American, young, old,
gay, straight, abled, not—disabled—listen,
you're the reason that seniors across Florida
are saving an average of $600 every year on
prescription drug because of Obamacare, be-
cause of health care reform. You did that.

By the way, I do care. So I like the term
Obamacare. Mr. Romney says he’s going to re-
peal it, which means his plan is “Romney-
don’t-care.”

You're the reason. You're the reason that a
woman in Doral, who’s already working full
time during the day, can now afford to go to
school at night because she’s getting the finan-
cial aid that she needs. That’s because of you
and what you did. You're the reason there’s a
working family from Hollywood who was able
to save their home from foreclosure, keep their
piece of the American Dream. You made that
possible.

You're the reason a young immigrant who
grew up here and went to school here and
pledged allegiance to our flag will no longer be
deported from the only country she’s ever
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called home. Youre the reason why an out-
standing soldier won’t be kicked out of the mil-
itary because of who they are or who they love.
You're the reason why thousands of families
have been able to say to loved ones who serve
so bravely, “Welcome home.”

Audience member. Thanks for bringing me
home!

The President. Youre welcome. Welcome
home. Thank you for serving us.

And if you turn away now, if you buy into
the cynicism that somehow the change we
fought for isn’t possible, then of course, change
won’t happen. Change won’t happen without
you. If you give up on the idea that your voice
can make a difference, then other folks are go-
ing to fill the void: the lobbyists, the special in-
terests, the people who are writing $10 million
checks, the folks who are trying to keep people
from voting——

Audience members. Boo!

The President. ——the politicians who want
to tell you who you can marry, tell women they
can’t have control over their own health care
choices. Only you can make sure that doesn’t
happen, Florida. Only you have the power to
move us forward. But you've got to use that
power.

If you're not registered to vote, go to got-
taregister.com. Not “got to”™—"gotta,” g-o-t-t-
a-register.com. If you're not sure about how to
vote, go to gottavote.com. Talk to your friends,
talk to your neighbors, talk to your coworkers.
Don’t just talk to people who agree with you;
reach out to folks who don’t follow politics that
closely. Talk to somebody who’s undecided.
Talk to some of your Republican friends. And
talk to them about a vision for the future that
moves everybody forward, not just a few.

I'm asking for your help. So, Florida, can
you make some phone calls for me? Can you
knock on some doors for me? Will you tell
your friends and neighbors what’s at stake in
this election? Will you register? Will you
vote? Because if you do, we will finish what
we started. We'll create more good jobs. We'll
generate more homegrown energy. We’ll hire
more great teachers. We’ll send more young
people to college. We'll bring home more



troops. We'll take care of more veterans. We
will open the doors of opportunity to every-
body who’s willing to work hard and walk
through them.

We'll win this county. We will win Florida.
We'll finish what we started and remind the
world why the United States of America is the
greatest nation on Earth.
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God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:11 a.m. at St.
Petersburg College. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to former Gov. Charles J. Crist, Jr., of
Florida; and Ben Greenman, staff editor, the
New Yorker magazine.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Kissimmee, Florida

September 8, 2012

The President. Hello, Florida! Oh, it is good
to be in Kissimmee! This crowd looks fired up.
And they definitely look ready to go.

Well, first of all, can everybody give a big
round of applause to Vivian for the great intro-
duction? Yay, Vivian! It's good to know that
we've got one of the finest Senators in the
country here: Your Senator Bill Nelson’s in the
house. And an outstanding Member of Con-
gress, Corrine Brown is here. And all of you
are here. All the VIPs, right here.

The—listen, I'm having such a great time.
Anybody who wants to sit down, go ahead and
sit down. I'm going to talk for a while. [Laugh-
ter] You guys don’t sit down because you don’t
have chairs. [Laughter] But you guys all have
to bend your knees a little bit so you don’t
faint. You've been standing a while, it’s a little
hot. All right?

So

Audience member. We love youl!

The President. The—you know, let me just
say this. I've got to say, Kissimmee, that some-
times when the reception’s this good, T just
want to say thank you and leave the stage.
[Laughter] I mean, how am I going to top this?
You guys are being so kind.

Well, listen, we—|applausel—so—you folks

look fired up! [Applause]

[At this point, the President pretended to leave
the stage. He then returned to the podium and
continued his remarks as follows. ]

All right, all right, all right. Everybody settle
down for a second here. [Laughter] Settle
down.

Now, we just had our convention in Char-
lotte, North Carolina. And folks could not have
been more welcoming. We were so grateful to
North Carolina and Charlotte for throwing a
great party. Michelle, what can I say? She was
amazing. For the young men out there who are
not yet married, just give you a tip. You're try-
ing to improve your gene pool, SO you marry
somebody who is superior to you. That’s what I
did, and it works good. That way you end up
with some good-looking kids, smart, talented.

President Clinton, he made it—the case as
well as anybody could. Somebody tweeted af-
ter he spoke; they said, somebody needs to ap-
point him secretary of explaining stuff. [Laugh-
ter] Right? He broke it down. Secretary of ex-
plaining stuff, I love that.

And then, on the final night, I laid out my
case about what’s at stake in this election. Now,
both sides have now made their argument. The
other guys, they came down to Florida, and so
now you know what the choice is, and you've
got a big choice to make. And I honestly be-
lieve this is the clearest choice of any time in a
generation. It is not just a choice between two
candidates, it’s not just a choice between two
parties; it’s a choice between two different
paths for America, two different visions for our
future.

Now, here’s what—here’s our vision. We're
fighting to restore that basic bargain that built
the largest middle class the world has ever
known, that built the greatest economy the
world has ever known. And the whole bargain
is real simple: the promise that if you work
hard, it will pay off; the promise that if you act
responsibly, you'll be rewarded; that everybody
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