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and how do we make sure that an area like
Saint John’s is protected when you have these
kinds of disasters. The good news is, is that the
Army Corps levees that were built around New
Orleans and Jefferson Parish and some of these
other areas worked very well and they were
done expeditiously. And so what I've pledged
to these folks is, we’re going to make sure that
at the Federal level we are getting on the case
very quickly about figuring out what exactly
happened here, what can we do to make sure
that it doesn’t happen again, and expediting
some of the decisions that may need to be
made to ensure that we've got the infrastruc-
ture in place to protect people’s property and
to protect people’s lives.

So the final point I'll make is, one thing you
know about folks in Louisiana, they are resil-
ient. People in Mississippi, they are resilient.
They know what tough times are like, but they
know that they can bounce back. There is
enormous faith here, enormous strength here.
You could see it with these families. I mean,
they were just devastated a few days ago, and
they're already smiling and laughing and feel-

ing confident about the future and pulling to-
gether.

We heard one story about one of these
homes where a local church group came in and
did all the work that was needed to strip out
the damaged interior of the house. They did it
not for any pay, weren’t even asked. But they
did it because they care about their neighbors
and they care about their friends.

And that’s what we do here in the United
States of America, and that’s what happens in
Louisiana. When disasters like this happen, we
set aside whatever petty disagreements we may
have. Nobody is a Democrat or a Republican;
we're all just Americans looking out for one an-
other. And I couldn’t be prouder of this group
right here that’s around me for the great work
that they've done.

So thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:20 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Tanyia Stevens Tregre,
wife of Sheriff Michael K. Tregre of Saint John
the Baptist Parish, LA.
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The President. Hello, Norfolk State! Go
Spartans! Can everybody plea_se give Ed a huge
round of applause not just for that introduc-
tion, but for his extraordinary service to our
country and to our veterans? It’s good to see all
of you. We've got Bobby Scott, your great Con-
gressman, in the house. We've got your next
Congressman, Paul Hirschbiel is here. We are
very proud to have an Olympic gold medalist,
Francena McCorory, 4x400 relay winner. I'm
not that fast. [Laughter] I was watching those
folks on TV; I said, those are some fast people.

It is good to be back in Norfolk! This is our
last stop on the way to the convention in Char-
lotte. I decided to come back here today de-
spite the fact that, back in March, Norfolk
State ruined my NCAA bracket. I had Missouri
going pretty deep. But I want you to know I've
got no hard feelings. [Laughter] Let’s just say
you owe me one. [Laughter]
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Now, I know that whatever I say here today,
it’s going to be, at best, a distant second to the
speech you will hear tonight from the star of
the Obama family, Michelle Obama. This is
just like a relay, and you start off with the fast-
est person. [Laughter] So I'm going to be at
home and I'm going to be watching it with our
girls. And I'm going to try not to let them see
their daddy cry, because when Michelle starts
talking, I start getting all misty.

The President. But I'm looking forward to
being in Charlotte myself; T'll go down there
tomorrow. And last week, our friends in the
other party had their convention.

Audience members. Bool

The President. Don’t boo, vote! Vote!

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, just in case some of you
missed it, some of you didn’t DVR the Repub-



lican Convention, let me give you a basic re-
cap. Basically, they said, first of all, everything
is bad and it's Obama’s fault and Governor
Romney knows the secret to creating jobs and
growing the economy. The only problem was,
he kept it secret. [Laughter] There was a lot of
talk about “hard truths” and “bold choices,”
but they never bothered to tell you what they
were. And when my opponent had the chance
to offer his secret sauce, he did not offer a sin-
gle new idea. It was just retreads of the same
old policies that have been sticking it to the
middle class for years.

They spent a lot of time talking about me,
but they didn’t spend a lot of time talking
about you. They didn’t talk a lot about how
we're going to move forward so that the middle
class is strong, so that the economy is growing
for everybody. They spent even less time talk-
ing about their plans. And that’s not just be-
cause they know you won't like it, but it’s be-
cause they know you saw what happened when
we tried it. You've lived through it, and you
know we can’t afford to repeat it.

I mean, think about it. A plan that says we're
going to make middle class families pay for an-
other budget-busting $250,000 tax cut for peo-
ple making $3 million a year or more, that’s not
really persuasive to most people. We don’t
think that will magically translate into jobs or
prosperity for people. We know families won't
be better off if we undo all the Wall Street re-
forms we’ve put into place to prevent another
financial crisis or that we're going to be better
off if we remove rules to protect our air and
our water or if we’re going to take away protec-
tions we put in place to make sure that health
care is there for you when you get sick.

And we are certainly positive that the best
way to strengthen Medicare isn’t to turn it into
a voucher that leaves seniors paying additional
costs out of pocket.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. That's not a plan to create
jobs. It’s not a plan to lower the deficit. It’s not
a plan to strengthen the middle class. It’s not a
plan to strengthen this country.

Audience members. Nol
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The President. We believe in something bet-
ter. We believe in an America that says our
economic strength doesn’t come from the top
down, it comes from the middle out. It comes
from the bottom up. It comes from workers
and students and small-business owners and a
strong, thriving middle class.

We believe in an America where going to
school doesn’t depend on how much money
you have. We believe in an America where get-
ting decent health care doesn’t depend on how
much money you've got.

We believe in an America that leads with
our military, but also takes care of our veterans
and stands up for our ideals and shows the
power of our example.

We believe in an America where no matter
who you are, where you come from, what you
look like, what your last name is, you can pur-
sue your own happiness, and you can make it if
you try. That's what these last 4 years have
been about, that’s what this campaign is about,
and that’s why I'm running for a second term
as President of the United States of America.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, the other side may not
have been eager to talk about their ideas. But
on Thursday night, I'm going to look forward
to sharing mine with you. On Thursday night, I
will offer what I believe is a better path for-
ward, a path that will create good jobs and
strengthen our middle class and grow our
economy. And the good news is, Virginia, that
in just 2 months, you get to choose which path
we take.

You can choose their path: give massive new
tax cuts to folks who have already made it. Or
you can choose my plan. I want to keep taxes
low for every American who’s out there still
trying to make it. I've cut taxes by a total of
about $3,600 for the typical family. I kept my
promise to cut taxes for middle class families
and for small businesses.

And now I'm running to make sure that tax-
es aren’t raised by a single dime on your fami-
ly’s first $250,000 of income, which, by the
way, means 98 percent of Americans wouldn’t
pay a single dime more in income tax.
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But that will be up to you. It will be up to
your vote. I mean, you can decide whether we
give new jobs and new industries to countries
like China or whether we fight for those jobs in
places like Virginia. Unlike my opponent, I
want to stop giving tax breaks to companies
that are shipping jobs overseas. Let’s give those
tax breaks to companies that are investing right
here in American plants and American facto-
ries and American jobs so we can go out there
and make products stamped with three proud
words: Made in America. That’s why I'm run-
ning for a second term.

When a young person asked Governor Rom-
ney what he could do to help folks go to col-
lege, he suggested, “Borrow money from your
parents.”

Audience members. Boo!

The President. Don’t boo

Audience members. Vote!

The President. Vote! But maybe he wasn’t
aware that there are actually some young peo-
ple whose parents would love to give them the
money and don’t have it. So that’s one path.

My path is to make sure America once again
leads the world in educating our kids and train-
ing our workers. Let’s help more young people
afford the kind of education you students get
here at Norfolk State. Let’s keep investing
more in our HBCUs. Let’s continue to make
sure that Pell grants are there for folks who
need it. Let’s help more folks go to community
college to get the skills and the training that
companies are hiring for right now.

Governor Romney wants to end the tax
credit we created that is saving families up to
$10,000 over 4 years in tuition costs. I want to
expand it. Because higher education, that’s not
a luxury anymore, it is an economic necessity in
the 21st century for every family, and every
family should be able to afford it. That’s what
we're fighting for. That’s why I'm running for a
second term.

But it’s going to be up to you. You'll make
the choice. Virginia, you can choose an energy
plan written by and for the big oil companies.
That’s Governor Romney’s plan. Or you can
choose a strategy that taps into all of America’s
resources and ingenuity. Renewable energy
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isn’t “imaginary.” Those jobs that we’re creat-
ing in wind power and solar power, those ar-
en’'t a “fad.” And I think it’s time to stop giving
$4 billion a year in taxpayer subsidies that are
going to big oil companies that are making
money every time you go to the pump, and
let’s invest in homegrown energy sources that
will create good jobs here in the United States
of America. That’s the choice in this election.

And it’s up to you whether we go back to a
health care system that says insurance compa-
nies can deny you coverage whenever they
want. I think we need to keep moving forward
with the new health care law. It’s cutting costs,
it’s covering more people, it’s saving lives.
They like to call it Obamacare. Well, let me tell
you, I do care. I care about all the young peo-
ple who are able to stay on their parents’ plans
now. I care about the seniors who are seeing
lower prescription drug costs. I care about
folks with preexisting conditions who can’t be
denied care now.

Governor Romney has promised that he
would overturn Obamacare on his first day in
office, which means he’d kick nearly 7 million
young people off their parents” plans. He'd
make seniors’ prescription drugs more expen-
sive. Maybe we should call his plan “Romney
doesn’t care.” [Laughter] But I do care. And
this law is here to stay. And we’re not going to
refight the battles we've already fought over
the last 4 years. We're not going backwards,
we’re moving forward. That's why I'm running
for reelection.

This November, you get to decide the future
of the war in Afghanistan. By the end of this
month, T will have brought home 33,000
troops. I've said we will end this war in 2014.
Governor Romney last week didn’t have a
word to say about Afghanistan. He said the way
I ended the war in Iraq was “tragic.”

Listen, I promised I'd end the war in Iraq,
and I did. I said we’d take out bin Laden; we
did. Getting our troops out of Iraq was the
right thing to do. Bringing our troops home
from Afghanistan in a responsible way is the
right thing to do. And as long as I'm Com-
mander in Chief, we will serve our veterans as
well as they've served us, because nobody who



fights for this country should have to fight for a
job or a roof over their heads when they come
home. That’s a solemn obligation.

That’s why I fought to strengthen the post-
9/11 GI bill. That's how—why we secured the
largest increase in VA funding in decades.
That’s why I fought to create a new tax cut for
business owners who hire veterans. That’s why
Michelle and Jill Biden challenged CEOs to
hire 100,000 of our veterans by the end of the
next year. Last month, Michelle and Jill stood
with those CEOs and announced they've al-
ready hit 125,000 veterans being hired. They
are beating their schedule by a year. That’s the
commitment we’ve shown.

So, Virginia, Norfolk, on issue after issue,
Governor Romney and Congressman Ryan,
they want to take us backwards. But the story
of America is not about going backwards, it’s
about going forward. And in 2 months, you will
actually choose whether or not we travel that
path.

But I want everybody to understand, over
these next 2 months, over these next 63 days,
you will see more ads, more negative ads, more
insults and distractions and baloney, than
you've ever seen. And it will be supported by
$10 million checks from wealthy donors that
like things just the way they are. And they’re
counting on you, maybe not to vote for Rom-
ney, but they're counting on you to feel dis-
couraged. And they figure if you don’t vote,
then big oil will write our energy future and in-
surance companies will write our health care
plans and politicians will dictate what a woman
can or can’t do when it comes to her own
health. They’re counting on you just to accept
their version of things.

But I'm counting on something different.
Those who oppose change, those who benefit
from an unjust status quo, they're always bet-
ting on complacency and cynicism of the
American people. But throughout America’s
history, they’ve always lost that bet, and I think
they’re going to lose that bet this time too.
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But, Virginia, that depends on you. It de-
pends on you registering to vote. It depends on
you showing up to vote. It depends on you set-
ting an example for the next person in class or
at your workplace or in the next town or your
cousin in the next State. You've got to call
them. You've got to let them know what is at
stake: that we can close the gap between what
America should be and what it is right now.
Because they may be waiting on you. They're
waiting to see if you register. They're waiting
to see if you vote.

We’ve come too far to turn back now. We’ve
created a lot of jobs, but we’ve got more jobs to
create. We've created a lot of homegrown en-
ergy, but we’ve got more energy to generate.
We've got a lot more young people to send to
college. We've got a lot more good teachers
we’ve got to hire and more good schools we've
got to build. We’ve got more troops we've got
to bring home, and we’ve got more veterans
we've got to take care of. We've got more doors
of opportunity we've got to open up to every-
body who is willing to work hard and walk
through those doors. And that’s why I'm run-
ning for a second term.

And if you're willing to stand with me and
you're willing to make some phone calls for
me, if you're willing to knock on some doors
for me, if you're willing to vote for me, we'll
win Norfolk again. We'll win Virginia again.
We'll win this election. We will finish what we
started. And we’ll remind the world why the
United States of America is the greatest nation
on Earth.

God bless you, Virginia, and God bless
America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:37 p.m. at
Norfolk State University. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Air Force veteran Edward F. Meagh-
er, advisory board member, Aleethia Founda-
tion; Paul Hirschbiel, owner and president,
Eden Capital; Republican Presidential nomi-
nee W. Mitt Romney and Vice Presidential
nominee Paul D. Ryan; and Jill T. Biden, wife
of Vice President Joe Biden.
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