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These things won’t make for a brighter future.
They won’t make your future stronger.

And so, in 2 months, you get to choose the
path that will actually lead to a better future.
You have the chance to prove the cynics wrong
one more time. 

And the other side is going to spend these
next 2 months—they are going to spend more
money than you’ve ever seen in your life. They
will have an avalanche of attack ads and insults
and distractions. And sometimes, they’ll just—
how do I put it—they will fib. [Laughter] 

And they’ve got $10 million checks from
wealthy donors who like things just the way
they are. They’re counting on you young peo-
ple to just accept their version of the way
things ought to be, to just kind of leave the
questions that affect your lives up to big oil and
the insurance companies, up to politicians that
decide what a woman can or can’t do when it
comes to her own health. That’s what they’re
counting on. That’s their strategy. 

I’m counting on something different. I’m
counting on you. [Applause] I’m counting on
you. Those who oppose change, those who
benefit from the status quo, they’ve always bet
on cynicism. They always bet on complacency.
But throughout America’s history, they have
lost that bet, and they’re going to lose it this
time too. And that’s because of you. 

It depends on you registering to vote. It de-
pends on you showing up to vote. It depends
on you refusing to wait for the next person or
the person next to you in class or the person in
the next town or the person in another State.
It’s going to depend on you to close that gap
between what America is and what we know it
can be. 

Because let me tell you, everybody else is
waiting on you. When they see you register,

they’ll register. When they see you vote, they’ll
vote. 

And I’m asking you one more time to do
what we did, what young people all across the
State of Iowa did 4 years ago. I’m asking you to
believe. I’m asking you to believe: Not in my
ability to bring about the changes you want to
see, I’m asking you to believe in your abilities.
I’m asking you to believe in what you can ac-
complish. 

We’ve come too far to turn back now. We’ve
got more work to do. We’ve got more young
people to send to college. We’ve got more
good jobs to create. We’ve got more home-
grown energy to generate. We’ve got more
good teachers to hire and more good schools to
build. We’ve got more troops we’ve got to
bring home. We’ve got more veterans we’ve
got to take care of. We’ve got more doors of
opportunity that we have to open up to every
single person who’s willing to work hard and
walk through those doors. 

That’s why I’m asking you for a second term.
And if you’re willing to stand with me and work
with me and knock on some doors with me and
make some phone calls with me, and if you’re
willing to vote for me in November, we will
win Iowa. We will win this election. We will
finish what we started. And we’ll remind the
world why the United States of America is the
greatest nation on Earth. 

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:11 p.m. at Io-
wa State University. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mischa Olson, student, Paul Rhoads,
head football coach, and Steven Leath, presi-
dent, Iowa State University; and Republican
Presidential candidate former Gov. W. Mitt
Romney of Massachusetts and Vice Presiden-
tial candidate Rep. Paul D. Ryan. 

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Fort Collins, Colorado
August 28, 2012

The President. Hello, Colorado State! How’s
it going, Rams? It is good to be back in Fort
Collins. The last time I was here, back in 2008,

it was a spectacular day. It was a little later; it
was in the fall, and the leaves were turning,
and had a little nip in the air, and I wanted to
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stay. But as usual, they had something else
scheduled. [Laughter] So it is wonderful to be
here.

Audience member. I love you!
The President. I love you back. I’m thrilled

to be here. 
I’ve got a couple of people I want to ac-

knowledge. First of all, give Haley a big round
of applause for the great introduction. One of
the finest Governors in the country, John
Hickenlooper. His outstanding Lieutenant
Governor, Joe Garcia. Congressman Jared Po-
lis is here. And the outstanding Secretary of
the Interior and your hometown guy, Ken
Salazar is in the house. 

So class is back in session. The Rocky Moun-
tain Showdown is this Saturday. And like Haley
said in her introduction, we are giving the
Rams and the Buffs a second chance to go at it
this fall. We’ve set up a Rocky Mountain rum-
ble to see which school can register more vot-
ers. And you guys can get a head start by regis-
tering right here, right now. We’ve got volun-
teers all throughout the audience. Volunteers,
raise your hands—there. They’ve got their clip-
boards ready. They are ready to go. If you are
not registered, get registered. If for some rea-
son these outstanding volunteers miss you
somehow, then you can also register online at
gottaregister.com. Now, I understand this—ex-
cuse me, English professors, but this is “gotta
register.” This is g-o-t-t-a-register. This is not
“got to register”—“gotta register.”

And we need you guys to get your friends
and your classmates and your neighbors to do
it as well because this is important. 

Look, just over 2 months from now—70
days—for the first time in many of your lives,
you’ll get to pick a President. Now, the truth is,
you guys have more at stake in this election
than anybody. When you step into that voting
booth, the choice you make in that instant will
shape this country, the world, your lives for de-
cades to come. And I know that’s kind of a
heavy idea to lay on you on a Tuesday after-
noon. But it’s true. The decisions that we make
as a country on the economy and jobs and taxes
and education and energy and war and climate
change and the Supreme Court, these are all

decisions that will affect you directly in very
personal ways.

And I feel that same sense of urgency be-
cause the decisions I make are ones that are
going to affect Malia and Sasha, my daughters,
for generations to come. And this is the way it’s
always been. One generation may make deci-
sions, but they’re making them not just on be-
half of that generation; they’re making them on
behalf of future generations. And the thing is,
Colorado State, your generation can choose
the path we take this country on. Your vote will
decide where we go from here. 

We—and so as you prepare for November,
you’ve got to ask yourself some questions: Are
we going to make sure that good jobs and op-
portunities take root not in China or India or
Germany, but here in Colorado and all across
America so you don’t have to leave home to
find a good job? Will we reward an honest
day’s work so that people have a chance to buy
a home of their own, and you’ll have health
care that will be there for you when you get
sick, and you’ll have the chance to put a little
bit of money away for retirement and take a va-
cation once in a while and, most importantly,
be able to give your children a life that’s even
bigger and better than yours? 

Will this country make it easier for future
generations to afford a degree, pay off student
loans? Are we going to build more good
schools and hire more good teachers so that
more kids are prepared to attend colleges like
Colorado State? Will this country be one that
keeps moving away from foreign oil and to-
wards renewable sources like wind and solar
and biofuels that make our economy and our
planet more secure? Are we going to be a
country that leads not just with the strength of
our military, but also the power of our diplo-
macy and the power of our example? 

Will this be an America where no matter
what you look like, no matter where you come
from, no matter who you love, no matter what
your last name is, you can pursue your own
happiness, you can make it if you try? 

That’s what the last 4 years have been about,
Fort Collins. That’s what this campaign is all
about, and that’s why I’m running for a second
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term as President of the United States of
America. 

I know that it’s sometimes easy to get a little
cynical about politics. [Laughter] Campaigns
seem meaner and smaller, and Washington
seems more gridlocked than ever. Every day
there’s this steady stream of ads, and it’s a diet
of cynicism, telling you change is impossible.
You can’t make a difference; you won’t be able
to close the gap between life as it is and the life
that we imagined for each other. 

And frankly, some on the other side, they
make this a political strategy. They tell you
over and over again how bad things are and, of
course, how it’s Obama’s fault. [Laughter] And
they tell you that if you believed in change 4
years ago, your faith was misplaced, you’re na-
ive. Last week, my opponent’s campaign called
you the “lost generation.” 

Audience members. Boo!
The President. And they hope that by telling

you these things that you’ll get discouraged,
and that you’ll stay home this time, because
they know that young people came out in re-
cord numbers 4 years ago. 

Well, I’m here to tell you: Don’t listen to the
cynics. Don’t listen to the naysayers. Four
years ago, we understood that solving our big-
gest challenges was going to take longer than
one year or one term or even one President.
But we went ahead, and we got started anyway.
And we may have a lot of work to do, but we
know the path we’re traveling. We know where
we need to get going, and we know we’re going
to get there. 

We understand that this country is moving
forward, and I’m confident we’re going to get
there because I believe in you. I believe in the
American people. I believe that as tough as
times are, the American people are tougher. 

I believe this generation is full of passion
and full of service. I’ve seen your generation
eager to make a difference, whether it’s in a
homeless shelter or working on an environ-
mental project. And you’ve already proved that
you can do it. You’ve proved it. You proved it 4
years ago. 

Four years ago, you believed that we could
put a college education within the reach of ev-

erybody who was willing to work for it. And be-
cause of that faith, we were able to create a col-
lege tax credit that’s saving families up to
$10,000 for college tuition over the course of 4
years. We fixed the student loan system that
was giving billions of dollars of taxpayer money
to banks. We said let’s give it directly to stu-
dents. And we were able to double grant aid
for millions of students. 

When some on Capitol Hill were ready to
let Federal student loan rates double for 7 mil-
lion students, we said no, and you helped us,
and we beat that back. That would not have
happened in Washington without you. That’s
what your vote accomplished. You helped mil-
lions of young people, maybe including your-
self, earn a college education. You made that
happen. 

You believed we could use less foreign oil
and reduce the carbon pollution that threatens
our planet. And in just 4 years, we have dou-
bled the generation of clean, renewable energy
like wind and solar. We developed new fuel
standards for our cars so that cars are going to
get 55 miles a gallon next decade. That will save
you money at the pump. It will reduce green-
house gas emissions by a level roughly equiva-
lent to a year’s worth of carbon emissions from
all the cars in the world put together. 

Today, America is less dependent on foreign
oil than any time in the last 20 years. We’re on
track to emit fewer greenhouse gases this year
than we have in nearly 20 years. You can keep
those trends going. That all happened because
of you. 

You believed that in America, nobody
should go broke just because they get sick. And
today—today—because of Obamacare—and
yes, I do care; that’s why we passed the law—
nearly 7 million young people have health in-
surance because they’re able to stay on their
parents’ plans. Your grandparents are saving
money on their prescription drugs. Women
have gained access to free preventive care like
mammograms and contraception. Your vote
made that happen. You made that change. 

It was young people like you who said we
can end this war in Iraq. And today, the war is
over. More troops are at home with their
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families. They’re earning their education
through the post-9/11 GI bill. They’re out
there starting new businesses. And nobody will
ever again have to hide who they love in order
to serve the country that they love, because we
ended “don’t ask, don’t tell” once and for all.
You made that change. You made that happen.
Your voice made a difference.

Audience member. You did!
Audience member. With your help!
The President. I helped a little bit. But this

change was because you put in the effort. You
put in the time. You had confidence in Ameri-
ca’s future. 

So now we’ve got more work to do, to grow
this economy, to create more good jobs, to
strengthen the middle class. And in November,
your voice is going to matter more than ever
before. Because this week in Tampa, my oppo-
nents will offer you their agenda.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo, vote. That’s the

best response. Vote. And get some of your
friends to vote. 

Now, look, the show in Tampa I’m sure will
be very entertaining. And I’m sure they’ll have
wonderful things to say about me. It will be
well produced; they’ve hired all kinds of fancy
TV producers. The only problem is, it won’t of-
fer a path forward.

They’ve got an economic plan that says if
you just give big tax cuts—$5 trillion worth,
mostly to wealthy folks, so that $3 million—
somebody who makes $3 million a year would
get another $250,000 in additional tax cuts——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. ——that somehow prosperity

will rain down on everybody else. And some of
you are a little young to remember this, but we
tried this for a decade; it didn’t work. It didn’t
work then; it won’t work now. I don’t want to
pay for another millionaire’s tax cut by raising
taxes on middle class families, and I sure don’t
want to pay for a tax cut for folks like me who
don’t need it—or folks like Governor Romney
who needs it even less—[laughter]—by cutting
financial aid for 10 million students. Our eco-
nomic strength doesn’t come from the top
down. It comes from students and workers. It

comes from small-businesspeople and middle
class families who are out there striving and
hustling. Because when they do well, every-
body does well. When they’ve got money to
spend, businesses have customers. And then
they hire more workers. And then those work-
ers have more money to spend. And everybody
does well. 

That’s how you grow an economy, from the
middle out, from the bottom up. That’s what
I’m fighting for. That’s why I’m running for a
second term for President. 

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years! 

The President. So in just 2 months, you’re
going to choose the path we take. And I want
everybody, when you’re talking to friends and
neighbors, just explain to them what’s at stake.
Tell them you can choose whether we give
massive new tax cuts to folks who’ve already
made it or do we keep taxes low for Americans
who are still trying to make it. I’ve cut taxes for
middle class families and for small businesses
and for students, and I want to make sure that
taxes are not raised a single dime on the first
$250,000 a year income—which, by the way,
means 98 percent of families and 97 percent of
small businesses would not see a tax increase. 

That’s a choice in this election. Because
we’re going to have to close the deficit, and the
question is, are we going to do it Mr. Romney’s
way or are we going to do it in a balanced way
that says, yes, we cut spending we don’t need,
but we also ask everybody to do their fair
share. 

We can choose whether we give up new jobs
and new industries to other countries or
whether we fight for those jobs in States like
Colorado and Iowa and Ohio, by investing in
the research of our scientists, investing in the
skills of our workers and our students, in the
innovation that harnesses new sources of ener-
gy, that brings about the next generation of
manufacturing in places like Fort Collins.
That’s what’s at stake. 

You can make a decision as to whether we’re
going to keep college affordable. You know,
Governor Romney has a suggestion in terms of
you affording college. He says, borrow money
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from your parents. Now, my suspicion is if your
parents got it, they’ve already given it to you. 

But I don’t think that’s the path we should
be taking. I think we’ve got to make sure that
we help every single American earn the kind of
education you’re earning right here at Colora-
do State. Let’s help more Americans go to
community colleges to get the skills and train-
ing that employers are looking for right now. 

You know, see, maybe my opponent doesn’t
understand, but I do. Because Michelle and I,
we just finished paying off our student loans
about 8 years ago. We know what it’s like. We
shouldn’t be making it harder. We should be
making it easier. We shouldn’t end the college
tax credit that we created, we should be ex-
panding it. In America, a higher education can-
not be a luxury; it’s an economic necessity that
every family and every young person in Ameri-
ca should be able to afford. That’s what’s at
stake in this election. That’s why I’m running
for a second term as President of the United
States.

If your friends or neighbors are concerned
about energy, you tell them, do we want an en-
ergy plan written by and for big oil companies?

Audience members. No!
The President. Or do we want an all-of-the-

above energy strategy for America? Renewable
sources of energy—Governor Romney calls
them “imaginary.” Congressman Ryan calls
them a “fad.” I think they’re the future. I think
they’re worth fighting for. 

This university gets 10 percent of its pow-
er—soon to be 30 percent—from solar energy.
About 10,000 good Colorado jobs depend on
wind and solar industries. It is time to stop giv-
ing $4 billion a year in taxpayer corporate wel-
fare to oil companies that are making money
every time you fill up with a tank of gas. And
let’s invest that money in homegrown energy
that has never been more promising. That’s the
future, and in America, we seize the future. It’s
good for jobs, it’s good for our economy, and
it’s good for the planet too. That’s what’s at
stake in this election. 

Ask your friends, ask your neighbors: Should
we go back to a health insurance system that

lets insurance companies decide who and
when they want to cover?

Audience members. No!
The President. So if you’ve got a preexisting

condition, you’re out of luck. Or should we
keep moving forward with the new health care
law that’s already cutting costs and covering
more people and saving lives? 

[At this point, the President sneezed.]

Audience members. Bless you!
The President. Thank you. See, it gives me a

cold just thinking about what they might do.
[Laughter] 

Governor Romney, he’s promised that
somewhere in between his first day and, I
don’t know, the next day, he’s going to sit down
and grab a pen, and he’s going to eliminate
Obamacare. 

Audience members. Boo!
The President. This is what’s called the

“Romney doesn’t care” plan. [Laughter] Kick 7
million young people off their parent’s plan.
Raise prescription drug costs for seniors. Tell
folks with prescription—or with preexisting
conditions, you’re out of luck again. I——

Audience members. No!
The President. I do care. And I think that all

of us care, because all of us at some point in
our lives might need to get health care and we
might not always be able to afford it, no matter
how well we’ve planned, no matter how well
we think we’ve insured ourselves. And when
that happens, I want to make sure we live in a
country where every single person knows that
they can get the care they need and they’re not
going to have to lose their home or lose their
savings because of it.

We don’t need to refight the battles of the
past. The Supreme Court has spoken. We’re
moving forward. If somebody wants to help to
improve our health care system I’ll work with
them, but I’m not going to leave millions of
Americans out in the cold. That’s what we’re
fighting for. That’s what’s at stake in this elec-
tion. 

On issue after issue, these guys seem to just
want to go backwards. Sometimes they want to
go back 10 years, sometimes 20, sometimes 50,
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sometimes 100. This isn’t the time to refight
battles that we’ve already settled. In Novem-
ber, you can say that in this century, women
should be trusted to make their own health
care decisions. 

At a time when one of the biggest assets we
have is the diversity of our talent and our inge-
nuity, it doesn’t make sense for us to tell young
people who have grown up in America, who
have pledged allegiance to the flag, who have
understood themselves to be Americans, who
want to serve in our military or attend our uni-
versities, that somehow because their parents
were undocumented, they should be sent back
to countries they’ve never even heard of.
That’s not who we are as a people. 

We’re not going to go back and reinstate
“don’t ask, don’t tell” like these other folks are
talking about. We’re moving forward. We don’t
need to rewrite our Constitution to somehow
say that people who love each other and aren’t
bothering anybody else, that somehow they
cannot get married. 

That’s not who we are. We go forward. We
don’t go backwards. We don’t, we don’t—the
history of this country has not been to see if we
can exclude more people. The history of our
country has been to gather everyone together.
If you’re willing to work hard, if you’re willing
to act responsibly, if you believe in that Ameri-
can creed, then you’re welcome. We’re part of
a family. And we don’t believe in sending peo-
ple to the sidelines. We believe that the
strength of our country, the character of this
Nation comes from hearing every voice, from
harnessing every talent, from realizing that in
America we are greater together than we are
on our own. And this November, you get to de-
cide whether that remains true. 

And it’s not just about this country. When we
think about internationally, America remains
the one indispensible nation. Issues of war and
peace are ones where we’ve always got to be at
the forefront. And so you get to decide the fu-
ture of the war in Afghanistan. Governor Rom-
ney says that me ending the war was “tragic.”

Audience members. Boo!
The President. He’s criticized me for bring

33,000 troops home from Afghanistan next

month. Now, look, I take a backseat to no one
when it comes to our national security, but I
believe in making sure that we act smartly in
how we deal with our national security. I said
we’d end the war in Iraq; we did. I said we’d go
after Al Qaida and bin Laden, and we did. 

By bringing our troops home from Iraq, by
bringing our troops home from Afghanistan,
we’re going to be able to start doing some na-
tion-building here at home, and that’s part of
our national security. And by the way, as long
as I’m Commander in Chief, those veterans
who served us, we’re going to have to serve
them just as well as they served us, because no-
body who fought for America should have to
fight for a job or a roof over their heads when
they come home. 

That’s what we’re fighting for. That’s the
choice in this election.

I want to thank Colorado State for being so
good to our troops, so good to our veterans,
helping them earn the opportunity that they
have helped defend.

And here’s the bottom line, Colorado: If the
other side has its way and they pass this $5 tril-
lion tax cut that’s targeted towards the wealthi-
est Americans, it won’t create jobs. It won’t cut
the deficit. Ignoring inequality doesn’t make it
go away. Denying climate change doesn’t make
it stop. These things don’t make our future
brighter. They won’t make your future stron-
ger. And so the ultimate question is, will you
choose the path that actually leads to a better
future? 

You have a chance to prove the cynics wrong
one more time. And over the next 2 months,
the other side is going to spend more money
than we’ve ever seen before. They will throw
everything they’ve got and the kitchen sink.
They’ll just make stuff up if they have to;
they’re doing it already. 

And they will send an avalanche of attack
ads and insults. They will try to distract you,
and sometimes—how do I put this nicely—
they will just fib. [Laughter] And it’s backed by
$10 million checks. I mean, they’ve got wealthy
donors who like things just the way they are.
They’re counting on young people to accept
their version of the status quo, to accept their
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version of the way things ought to be, to leave
the questions that affect your lives up to big oil
and insurance companies, and a bunch of men
in Congress. 

That’s what they’re counting on, and so I
just want all of you to understand your power.
Don’t give it away, not when you’re young. If
you’re going to get cynical, wait till you get old-
er. [Laughter] Wait till you have a few bumps
and bruises. But right now America is counting
on you. And I’m counting on you. 

Those who oppose change, those who benefit
from an unjust status quo, they’ve always bet on
your cynicism and complacency. But through-
out American history, they have lost that bet.
They’re going to lose that bet this time because
of you. 

Because we’ve got a lot more work to do.
You’re going to have to register to vote. You’re
going to have to get your friends registered to
vote. You’re going to have to drag your friends
to the polls. You’re going to have to refuse to
wait for the next person to do it, because some-
body is waiting on you. They’re waiting on you
to bring about this change. They’re waiting for
you to lead. 

Sometimes, your parents may be waiting on
you. Back in 2008, part of the way we ended up
winning was because we had a whole bunch of

young people telling their parents, you got to
get on board. It’s time for change. 

Yes, we can. Fired up. Ready to go. And I’m
still fired up, and I’m still ready to go, because
we’ve got more work to do. We’ve got more
jobs to create. We’ve got more schools to build.
We’ve got more teachers to hire. We’ve got
more young people to send to college. We’ve
got more troops to bring home. We’ve got
more renewable energy to generate. We’ve got
more doors of opportunity to open to every-
body who is willing to work hard and walk
through them. 

That’s what’s at stake in this election. And
that’s what’s at stake right here in Colorado be-
cause if we win Colorado, we will win this elec-
tion. If we win Fort Collins, we will win this
election. We win Fort Collins, and we’ll finish
what we started, and we will remind the world
just why it is that the United States of America
is the greatest nation on Earth. 

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. at
Colorado State University. In his remarks, he
referred to Haley Damm-Hamblin, student,
Colorado State University; and Republican
Presidential candidate former Gov. W. Mitt
Romney of Massachusetts and Vice Presiden-
tial candidate Rep. Paul D. Ryan.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Charlottesville, Virginia
August 29, 2012

The President. Hello, Virginia! Go Hoos!
Wa-hoo-wah! I still don’t know what a Wahoo
is. [Laughter] But I know we’ve got some here
today. 

It’s is good to be back. I love coming to this
pavilion.

I want to thank Mathias for the great intro-
duction. Give him a big round of applause. I
want to thank my great friends, Tom Perriello
and your next United States Senator, Tim Kaine. 

So it is good to be back in Charlottesville.
Audience member. I love you, Obama!
The President. I love you back. 

Before I get started, let me just say that on
the flight over here, I was on the phone with
our FEMA Director, Craig Fugate, and Janet
Napolitano, who does our homeland security,
as well as some of the Governors and mayors
who are now being affected and are having to
deal with Hurricane Isaac. And I think it’s im-
portant for all of us—because we know we’ve
got some prayerful people here—to just let
people on the coast know our thoughts are
with you, our prayers are with you. 

We are going to make sure that we are doing
every single thing that we need to do to ensure
that the folks down there are taken care of and
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