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Here in America, we believe in keeping our
promises, especially to our seniors, who have
put in a lifetime of hard work and deserve to
enjoy their golden years. That's what Medi-
care is all about. That's why we need to
strengthen and preserve it for future genera-
tions. And as long as I have the honor of serv-
ing as your President, that’s exactly what I'll
do.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:50 p.m. on August 23 in the East
Room at the White House for broadcast on
August 25. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on August
24, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on August 25.

Statement on the Death of Neil A. Armstrong

August 25, 2012

Michelle and I were deeply saddened to
hear about the passing of Neil Armstrong.

Neil was among the greatest of American
heroes—not just of his time, but of all time.
When he and his fellow crewmembers lifted
off aboard Apollo 11 in 1969, they carried with
them the aspirations of an entire nation. They
set out to show the world that the American
spirit can see beyond what seems unimagina-
ble, that with enough drive and ingenuity, any-
thing is possible. And when Neil stepped foot
on the surface of the Moon for the first time,

he delivered a moment of human achievement
that will never be forgotten.

Today, Neil’s spirit of discovery lives on in
all the men and women who have devoted
their lives to exploring the unknown, including
those who are ensuring that we reach higher
and go further in space. That legacy will en-
dure, sparked by a man who taught us the
enormous power of “one small step.”

NOTE: The related proclamation of August 27
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.

Remarks Following a Briefing on Tropical Storm Isaac Preparedness Efforts

August 28, 2012

Good morning, everybody. This morning I
want to say a few words about tropical storm
Isaac and the steps that we're taking to keep
people safe and minimize the damage.

I just got an update from Secretary Napolita-
no, Administrator Fugate, the head of FEMA,
and Dr. Rick Knabb, the Director of the Na-
tional Hurricane Center, on preparations that
are underway in the Gulf. This storm isn’t
scheduled to make landfall until later today,
but at my direction, FEMA has been on the
ground for over a week working with State and
local officials in areas that could be affected,
from Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands
to Florida and, more recently, Louisiana, Ala-
bama, and Mississippi.

Yesterday I approved a disaster declaration
for the State of Louisiana so they can get the
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help that they need right away, particularly
around some of the evacuations that are taking
place. And right now we already have response
teams and supplies ready to help communities
in the expected path of the storm.

As we prepare for Isaac to hit, I want to en-
courage all residents of the Gulf Coast to lis-
ten to your local officials and follow their di-
rections, including if they tell you to evacuate.
We're dealing with a big storm, and there
could be significant flooding and other dam-
age across a large area. Now is not the time to
tempt fate. Now is not the time to dismiss of-
ficial warnings. You need to take this serious-
ly.
And finally, T want to thank everyone who
has been working around the clock to get ready
for Isaac. The hardest work, of course, is still
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