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McCain III; Republican Presidential candi-
date former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massa-
chusetts; Isaac Barron, teacher, Rancho High
School in North Las Vegas, NV; Lori E. Hen-
rickson, teacher, Del Webb Middle School in
Henderson, NV; Claritssa Sanchez, teacher,
Canyon Springs High School in North Las
Vegas, NV; Michael J. Jordan, former guard,
Scottie Pippen, former guard-forward, and

Horace J. Grant, former forward, NBA’s Chi-
cago Bulls; Walter “Clyde” Frazier, Jr., for-
mer point guard, and Carmelo K. Anthony,
forward, New York Knicks; Vince Carter,
guard-forward, NBA’s Dallas Mavericks; and
Republican senatorial candidate Rep. Todd
W. Akin of Missouri. Audio was not available
for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

The President’s Weekly Address
August 25, 2012

Hi, everybody. Over the last few weeks,
there’s been a lot of talk about Medicare, with
a lot of accusations and misinformation flying
around. So today I want to step back for a min-
ute and share with you some actual facts and
news about the program.

This week, we found out that thanks to the
health care law we passed, nearly 5.4 million
seniors with Medicare have saved over $4.1
billion on prescription drugs. That’s an average
of more than $700 per person. And this year
alone, 18 million seniors with Medicare have
taken advantage of preventive care benefits
like mammograms or other cancer screenings
that now come at no extra cost.

That’s progress. It means that seniors every-
where are getting the care they need for less.
And if you have questions about what benefits
you’re entitled to, you can go to www.medi-
care.gov to find out.

This news is also a reminder of what’s really
at stake when we talk about the future of
Medicare. It’s not about overheated rhetoric at
election time. It’s about a promise this country
made to our seniors that says if you put in a
lifetime of hard work, you shouldn’t lose your
home or your life savings just because you get
sick.

Over the last 47 years, millions of Americans
have worked for that promise. They’ve earned
it. And for many seniors, the care they’ve got-
ten through Medicare has made all the differ-
ence in the world. 

Growing up as the son of a single mom, I
was raised with the help of my grandparents.
So I saw how important things like Medicare

and Social Security were in their lives. And I
saw the peace of mind it gave them. 

That’s why, as President, my goal has been
to strengthen these programs now and pre-
serve them for future generations. Because to-
day’s seniors deserve that same peace of mind.
And the millions of Americans who are work-
ing hard right now deserve to know that the
care they need will be available when they
need it.

That’s why, as part of the Affordable Care
Act, we gave seniors deeper discounts on pre-
scription drugs and made sure preventive care
like mammograms are free without a copay.
We’ve extended the life of Medicare by almost
a decade. And I’ve proposed reforms that will
save Medicare money by getting rid of wasteful
spending in the health care system and reining
in insurance companies, reforms that won’t
touch your guaranteed Medicare benefits, not
by a single dime.

Republicans in Congress have put forward a
very different plan. They want to turn Medi-
care into a voucher program. That means that
instead of being guaranteed Medicare, seniors
would get a voucher to buy insurance, but it
wouldn’t keep up with costs. As a result, one
plan would force seniors to pay an extra $6,400
a year for the same benefits they get right now.
And it would effectively end Medicare as we
know it. 

I think our seniors deserve better. I’m will-
ing to work with anyone to keep improving the
current system, but I refuse to do anything that
undermines the basic idea of Medicare as a
guarantee for seniors who get sick.
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Here in America, we believe in keeping our
promises, especially to our seniors, who have
put in a lifetime of hard work and deserve to
enjoy their golden years. That’s what Medi-
care is all about. That’s why we need to
strengthen and preserve it for future genera-
tions. And as long as I have the honor of serv-
ing as your President, that’s exactly what I’ll
do.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:50 p.m. on August 23 in the East
Room at the White House for broadcast on
August 25. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on August
24, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on August 25. 

Statement on the Death of Neil A. Armstrong
August 25, 2012

Michelle and I were deeply saddened to
hear about the passing of Neil Armstrong. 

Neil was among the greatest of American
heroes—not just of his time, but of all time.
When he and his fellow crewmembers lifted
off aboard Apollo 11 in 1969, they carried with
them the aspirations of an entire nation. They
set out to show the world that the American
spirit can see beyond what seems unimagina-
ble, that with enough drive and ingenuity, any-
thing is possible. And when Neil stepped foot
on the surface of the Moon for the first time,

he delivered a moment of human achievement
that will never be forgotten. 

Today, Neil’s spirit of discovery lives on in
all the men and women who have devoted
their lives to exploring the unknown, including
those who are ensuring that we reach higher
and go further in space. That legacy will en-
dure, sparked by a man who taught us the
enormous power of “one small step.”

NOTE: The related proclamation of August 27
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.

Remarks Following a Briefing on Tropical Storm Isaac Preparedness Efforts
August 28, 2012

Good morning, everybody. This morning I
want to say a few words about tropical storm
Isaac and the steps that we’re taking to keep
people safe and minimize the damage.

I just got an update from Secretary Napolita-
no, Administrator Fugate, the head of FEMA,
and Dr. Rick Knabb, the Director of the Na-
tional Hurricane Center, on preparations that
are underway in the Gulf. This storm isn’t
scheduled to make landfall until later today,
but at my direction, FEMA has been on the
ground for over a week working with State and
local officials in areas that could be affected,
from Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands
to Florida and, more recently, Louisiana, Ala-
bama, and Mississippi.

Yesterday I approved a disaster declaration
for the State of Louisiana so they can get the

help that they need right away, particularly
around some of the evacuations that are taking
place. And right now we already have response
teams and supplies ready to help communities
in the expected path of the storm. 

As we prepare for Isaac to hit, I want to en-
courage all residents of the Gulf Coast to lis-
ten to your local officials and follow their di-
rections, including if they tell you to evacuate.
We’re dealing with a big storm, and there
could be significant flooding and other dam-
age across a large area. Now is not the time to
tempt fate. Now is not the time to dismiss of-
ficial warnings. You need to take this serious-
ly.

And finally, I want to thank everyone who
has been working around the clock to get ready
for Isaac. The hardest work, of course, is still
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