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that education than the person in the front of
the classroom.

Teachers matter. Most work tirelessly, with
modest pay, sometimes digging into their own
pocket for school supplies, just to make a dif-
ference. They give everything for our kids, and
in return, we should invest in them.

But here’s the thing: This year, several thou-
sand fewer educators will be going back to
school. Since 2009, we’ve lost more than
300,000 education jobs, in part because of bud-
get cuts at the State and local level.

Think about what that means for our coun-
try. At a time when the rest of the world is rac-
ing to outeducate America, these cuts force
our kids into crowded classrooms, cancel pro-
grams for preschoolers and kindergarteners,
and shorten the school week and the school
year.

That’s the opposite of what we should be do-
ing as a country. States should be making edu-
cation a priority in their budgets, even in tough
fiscal times. And Congress should be willing to
help out because this affects all of us.

That’s why part of the jobs bill that I sent to
Congress last September included support for
States to prevent further layoffs and to rehire
teachers who’d lost their jobs. But here we are,
a year later, with tens of thousands more edu-
cators laid off, and Congress still hasn’t done
anything about it.

In fact, the economic plan that almost every
Republican in Congress voted for would make
the situation even worse. It would actually cut
funding for education, which means fewer kids
in Head Start, fewer teachers in our class-
rooms, and fewer college students with access
to financial aid, all to pay for a massive new tax
cut for millionaires and billionaires.

That’s backwards. That’s wrong. That plan
doesn’t invest in our future, it undercuts our
future.

If we want America to lead in the 21st cen-
tury, nothing is more important than giving ev-
eryone the best education possible, from the
day they start preschool to the day they start
their career.

That’s why we launched a national competi-
tion to improve our schools. And for less than 1
percent of what our Nation spends on educa-
tion each year, we’ve encouraged almost every
State to raise their standards, the first time
that’s happened in a generation.

That’s why we’ve invested in math and sci-
ence education and given States more flexibili-
ty on No Child Left Behind.

And that’s why we’ve reformed the student
loan program to put students before big banks,
and increased financial aid for millions of
young people. Because in America, higher ed-
ucation can’t be a luxury; it’s an economic ne-
cessity every family should be able to afford.

This is a country where no matter what you
look like or where you come from, if you’re
willing to study and work hard, you can go as
far as your talents will take you. You can make
it if you try. I am only the President of the
United States today because of the chance my
education gave me, and I want every child in
America to have that chance. That’s what I’m
fighting for. And as long as I have the privilege
of being your President, that’s what I’m going
to keep fighting for.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5 p.m. on August 17 in the Grand Foyer
at the White House for broadcast on August
18. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on August 17, but
was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on Au-
gust 18.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Windham, New Hampshire
August 18, 2012

The President. Hello, New Hampshire!
Thank you! It’s good to be back! It is good to
be back in New Hampshire. 

Well, first of all, thank you guys all for being
here. I know it’s a little bit warm. 

Audience member. We love you!
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The President. Just a—I love you back. So
for those of you—everybody who is standing, I
want you to kind of bend your knees a little bit.
[Laughter] We usually see a few folks kind of
dropping out a little bit when it’s this warm. If
you’ve got a seat, feel free to sit down and re-
lax. 

I want everybody to give a big round of ap-
plause to Beth Talbott, not only for the great
introduction, but for being an outstanding
teacher. I love teachers. Love them. 

Two other people I want to acknowledge:
First of all, congressional candidate Annie
Kuster is here. Give Annie a big round of ap-
plause. And my national cochair back in 2008,
one of my earliest supporters in New Hamp-
shire—great guy—Paul Hodes is here. Give
Paul a big round of applause. And all of you are
here, and I’m very happy about that. 

Let me also say, by the way, thank you for
returning Malia and Sasha safe and sound.
They were up here for camp for a month. They
had a wonderful time, but their parents missed
them a lot. [Laughter] So we were glad to get
them back. But you guys took good care of
them while they were up here, so I appreciate
that. 

Now, while they were at camp—there are
no TVs at camp—but unless you’ve been able
to hide your TV set or your cable is broke, you
may be aware that there is a campaign going on
right now. [Laughter] And part of the reason
the campaign is so intense is because the
choice we face in November could not be big-
ger. It’s not just a choice between two candi-
dates or two political parties, it is a choice
between two fundamentally different visions
about where to take the country, two funda-
mentally different paths for America.

And the decisions that you make, the direc-
tion you choose for us to walk in when you
walk into that voting booth in November, it’s
going to have an impact not just on your lives,
but it’s going to have an impact on your kids
and your grandkids and generations to come. 

Some of you were involved in 2008 when we
came together. And it wasn’t just Democrats;
we had Independents, we had even some Re-
publicans.

Audience member. Yes!
The President. There you go. [Laughter]

And the idea was that we needed to restore the
basic bargain that made this country great, the
basic bargain that created the most prosperous
economy that the world has even known. 

And it’s a simple bargain. It says, if you work
hard, that work should be rewarded. It says
that if you put in enough effort and you take
seriously your responsibilities, you should be
able to find a job that pays the bills, you should
be able to afford a home you can call your own,
you should count on health care if you get sick,
you should be able to retire with some dignity
and some respect after a lifetime of labor, and
most important, you should be able to give
your kids the kind of education and opportuni-
ty that allows them to dream bigger and do
better than you ever did.

That’s the American promise. That’s the
American Dream. And we knew restoring it
wouldn’t be easy, that it would take more than
one year or one term or even one President,
because we had gone through a decade in
which that promise was not being kept. We
had seen a decade in which incomes and wages
were going down even as the cost of everything
from health care to college were going up.

Audience member. Say it again, Mr. Presi-
dent, so we can hear it again!

The President. We had seen a decade—
[laughter]—in which jobs were being shipped
overseas, in which we took a surplus and
turned it into a deficit, ran two wars on a credit
card, all culminating in the worst financial cri-
sis since the Great Depression. And middle
class families who were already getting ham-
mered lost their jobs, lost their savings, some
lost their homes. And the American Dream
seemed even further out of reach.

So when I ran for office, I told you there are
no quick fixes, there are no easy solutions. But
what I also insisted was that if we pull together,
we have everything we need to meet our chal-
lenges. 

Audience member. Yes, we can!
The President. Yes, we can. We still have the

best workers in the world, the best entrepre-
neurs and small-businesspeople in the world,
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the best scientists, the best researchers, the
best universities, the best colleges in the world. 

We’re still a young nation, and we’ve got the
greatest diversity of talent and ingenuity.
There’s a reason why people still want to come
here. Because no matter what the naysayers
say and no matter how stark the other side tries
to paint the situation during election time,
there is not another country on Earth that
wouldn’t gladly change places with the United
States of America. 

Most of all, the American character has not
changed. In fact, we saw during this crisis how
people may have gotten knocked down, but
they got right back up. Folks—people in their
fifties, sixties—losing their jobs go back to
school, they get retrained and find a new one.
Small-businesspeople keeping their doors
open even if it meant them not taking a salary,
because they understood their workers had
families that were depending on them. 

We may have gone through tough times, but
it turns out we’re tougher than tough times.
And that’s how we saved an auto industry on
the brink of collapse. That’s how we’ve created
4½
turing. 

We are not there yet. We’ve still got a long
way to go, because we’ve got to make sure that
here in America, no matter what you look like,
no matter where you come from, no matter
what your last name is, here in America, you
can make it if you try. That’s what this cam-
paign’s about, and that’s why I’m running for a
second term as President of the United States. 

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, I’ve got to say—re-
member, I said this is a choice in this election.
We’ve got a particular vision about how to
move the country forward. My opponent and
his running mate have a very different view.
They believe the best way forward is to go right
back to the old top-down economics that got us
into this mess in the first place. 

Audience members. Boo!
The President. They—their ideas are pretty

simple; they’re not hard to explain. They think
that if we get rid of more regulations on big

corporations and big banks—some of which we
put in place to prevent another taxpayer-fund-
ed bailout—and if we do more tax cuts for the
very wealthiest Americans, then somehow
prosperity is going to rain down on all of you.
[Laughter] 

That’s their theory. In fact, the centerpiece
of my opponent’s entire economic plan is a
new $5 trillion tax cut, a lot of it going to the
wealthiest Americans. His new running mate,
Congressman Ryan, he put forward——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. ——he put forward a plan

that would let Governor Romney pay less than
1 percent in taxes each year. Now—and here’s
the kicker: He expects you to pick up the tab.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Governor Romney’s tax

plan—this is not my analysis now; this is the
analysis of independent folks who analyze tax
plans for a living. [Laughter] That’s what they
do. [Laughter] Their analysis showed that Gov-
ernor Romney’s tax plan would actually raise
taxes on middle class families with children by
an average of $2,000——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. ——not to reduce the deficit,

not to grow jobs, not to invest in education, but
to give another tax cut to folks like him.

Now, ask Governor Romney and his running
mate when they’re here in New Hampshire on
Monday—they’re going to be coming here on
Monday—ask him if that’s fair. Ask him how it
will grow the economy. Ask him how it will
strengthen the middle class. 

They have been trying to sell this trickle-
down snake oil before. [Laughter] It did not
work then. It will not work now. It’s not a plan
to create jobs. It will not reduce the deficit. It
will not move the economy forward. It’s the
wrong direction for America. 

Now, the truth is, I think they know it’s not a
very popular idea. You can tell that because
now they’re being dishonest about my plans,
since they can’t sell their plans. [Laughter] I
mean, they are trying to throw everything at
the wall just to see what will stick. 

The latest thing they’ve been trying is to talk
about Medicare. Now, you’d think they’d avoid

 million new jobs, half a million in manufac-
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talking about Medicare, given the fact that
both of them have proposed to voucherize the
Medicare system. 

Audience members. Boo!
The President. But I guess they figure the

best defense is to try to go on offense. So, New
Hampshire, here’s what you need to know:
Since I’ve been in office, I have strengthened
Medicare. I’ve made reforms that have extend-
ed the life of the program, that have saved mil-
lions of seniors with Medicare hundreds of dol-
lars on their prescription drugs. The only
changes to your benefits that I’ve made on
Medicare is that Medicare now covers new
preventive services like cancer screenings and
wellness visits for free. 

Governor Romney and Congressman Ryan
have a very different plan. What they want to
do is they want seniors to get a voucher to buy
their own insurance, which could force seniors
to pay an extra $6,400 a year for their health
care.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Again, this is not my esti-

mate. Remember those guys who analyze these
things for a living? That’s their assessment.
That doesn’t strengthen Medicare. That un-
does the very guarantee of Medicare. That’s
the core of the plan written by Congressman
Ryan and endorsed by Governor Romney. 

So here’s the bottom line: My plan saves
money in Medicare by cracking down on fraud
and waste and insurance company subsidies.
And their plan makes seniors pay more so they
can give another tax cut to millionaires and bil-
lionaires.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. My plan’s already extended

the life of Medicare by nearly a decade. Their
plan would put Medicare on track to be ended
as we know it. It would be an entirely different
plan, a plan in which you could not count on
health care because it would have to be coming
out of your pocket. That’s the real difference
between our plans on Medicare. 

That’s the choice in this election, and that’s
why I’m running for a second term as Presi-
dent of the United States. And I need your
help. 

Now, 4 years ago, I promised to cut middle
class taxes. That’s exactly what I’ve done, by a
total of about $3,600 for the typical family. So
just like we’ve got a difference on Medicare,
we’ve got a difference on taxes. Right now
what I want to do is keep taxes right where
they are for the first $250,000 of everybody’s
income. So if your family makes under
$250,000, which—that includes 98 percent of
Americans——

Audience member. That’s me!
The President. That’s you. [Laughter] Nine-

ty-seven percent of small businesses, you won’t
see your income taxes increase by a single
dime next year. 

Now, if you’re fortunate enough to be in the
other 2 percent, you’ll still keep your tax cut on
the first $250,000 you make. That’s a pretty
good deal. But all we’re asking is for folks like
me who make more than 250, we’re asking that
you contribute a little bit more above 250 so
we can pay down this deficit and invest in
things like making college more affordable,
making sure our teachers aren’t laid off, mak-
ing sure our firefighters are there to respond to
emergencies, making sure our economy grows. 

And keep in mind, asking the wealthy to pay
a little bit more, that doesn’t eliminate our def-
icit. We’re still going to have to make sure that
Government does its part by cutting away all
the spending we don’t need. And I’ve already
cut a trillion dollars in spending, and we’ve
slated another trillion more. 

But we can’t just reduce our deficit and our
debt by gutting education and gutting research
and development and gutting infrastructure.
And all we’re asking folks like me to do is go
back to the rates we paid under Bill Clinton,
which, by the way, was a time when we created
nearly 23 million new jobs, the biggest budget
surplus in history, and a bunch of millionaires
to boot. 

See, I’m getting all fired up. Now—and I
want to explain that this is not just good for mid-
dle class families and working families, it’s good
for everybody. Because what happens when a
police officer or a firefighter or a teacher or a
construction worker or a receptionist—what
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happens when they’ve got a little more money
in their pocket? 

Audience members. They spend it!
The President. They spend it on basic neces-

sities. So maybe they go out and finally, after
10 years, buy a new car. Or maybe they buy a
new computer for their kid who’s going off to
college. And that means business suddenly has
more customers. And that means businesses
are making more profits. And that means busi-
nesses are hiring more workers, who in turn
have more money to spend, which makes busi-
nesses do even better. That’s how you grow an
economy, not from the top down, but from the
middle out and from the bottom up. That’s the
choice in this election. And that’s why I’m run-
ning for a second term as President. 

On issue after issue, the choice could not be
clearer. When the auto industry was on the
verge of collapse, Governor Romney said, let’s
“let Detroit go bankrupt.” I said, a million jobs
are at stake, let’s bet on American workers and
American manufacturing. And 3½ years later,
the American auto industry has come roaring
back. That’s the choice in this election. 

Governor Romney likes to tout his private
sector experience, even though a lot of that ex-
perience was investing in companies that were
called “pioneers” in the business of outsourc-
ing manufacturing jobs. 

Audience members. Boo!
The President. He wants to keep on giving

tax breaks to companies that ship jobs over-
seas. I want to give tax breaks to companies
that are investing here in New Hampshire,
here in the United States, hiring American
workers to make American products to sell
around the world. That’s the difference in this
election. 

Governor Romney thinks new sources of
clean energy are, quote, “imaginary.” Since I
took office, we’ve in fact doubled the use of re-
newable energy like wind and solar. Thousands
of Americans have good jobs because of it. It’s
not imaginary, it’s real. 

New Hampshire, we’ve got to stop giving $4
billion a year in taxpayer subsidies to big oil
companies that are making plenty of profits
and use that money to help American home-

grown energy that has never been more prom-
ising. That’s a choice in this election. 

In 2008, I promised I would end the war in
Iraq; we did. I said we’d go after Al Qaida and
bin Laden; we did. We now are transitioning so
that Afghans take more responsibility for their
security and we can start bringing our troops
home from there. All of these things we did
only because of the incredible courage and
dedication and patriotism of our men and
women in uniform. And that’s why we’ve made
historic investments in the VA, because I be-
lieve that anybody who has fought for America
in uniform should not have to fight for a job
when they come home, shouldn’t have to fight
for the benefits they’ve earned.

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! U.S.A.!
The President. So we could not be prouder

of them. But we want them to return to a
strong economy, which means that after a de-
cade of war, it’s time to do some nation-build-
ing here at home. 

Let’s create a veterans jobs corps that can
help returning heroes get jobs as firefighters
and cops in communities that need them the
most. Let’s take some of the savings from war
to rebuild our roads and our bridges and our
schools all across America, to lay broadband
lines and wireless networks that can make us
more competitive. Let’s put some construction
workers back to work. That helps everybody,
and that will help America be strong for de-
cades to come. That’s the choice in this elec-
tion. That’s what’s at stake. 

I want to make sure that we’ve got the best
education in the world. I want to help school
districts like this one hire and reward the best
teachers, especially in math and science. I want
to give 2 million more Americans the chance to
go to community colleges and learn the skills
that businesses are hiring for right now. And I
want college and universities to bring their tu-
itions down, because in the 21st century, our
young people have to be able to get a college
education, a higher education. It’s not a luxury,
it is a necessity. That’s the choice in this elec-
tion. 

And yes, New Hampshire, I’m running
again because I still believe in America nobody
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should go broke because they get sick. I’m kind
of fond of the term Obamacare, because I do
care. That’s why we passed the law. That’s why
6½
ent’s plan now. That’s why seniors are seeing
discounts on their prescription drugs. That’s
why families who’ve got somebody with a pre-
existing condition can now get health care. It
was the right thing to do. The Supreme Court
has spoken. We are not going backwards, we
are going forward. 

We’re not going back to the day when serv-
ing the country you love depended on who you
love. We ended “don’t ask, don’t tell.” It was
the right thing to do. We’re not going back.
We’re not going back to the day when women
didn’t have control of their own health care
choices. We’re going forward, we’re not going
back. 

On issue after issue, there is a choice. And
all these issues—manufacturing and health
care and education—all these things tie to-
gether because it’s part of what not only makes
up a middle class life, but also creates rungs of
opportunity for people to get into the middle
class. That’s what we believe in. That’s what
we’re fighting for. That’s how the economy
grows. That’s what we learned from our par-
ents and our grandparents and our great-
grandparents, some who came here as immi-
grants, folks working hard, overcoming obsta-
cles, understanding that in America, not only
could you do better, but your future genera-
tions could do better. That’s what’s at stake in
this election, and that’s why I’m running for a
second term as President. 

Now, let me say this, let me close up by say-
ing this. Over the next 3 months, you will see
more negative ads than you have ever seen in
your life. These folks on the other side, they’re
writing $10 million checks. And basically, their
argument is going to be the same one over and
over again: The economy is not where it should
be, and it’s Obama’s fault. They’ll just keep on
repeating that because they know their own
plans don’t sell.

So all they’ll try to do is just hope that if they
can tap into people’s frustration and anxiety,

that somehow they’re going to win, even
though what they’re selling won’t work. It’s not
a—what they’re selling is not a plan to create
jobs, it’s not a plan to reduce the deficit, it cer-
tainly is not a plan to revive the middle class.
But they are counting on just outspending us
to win.

But here is the good news. Here’s the good
news, New Hampshire. I’ve been counted out
before, and I’ve been outspent before. But
what I’ve learned—and you guys helped teach
this to me—is that when the American people,
when they cut through the nonsense, when you
focus on what’s important, when you’re re-
minded of what values built this country, when
you remember that we are all in this together
and you affirm the basic American notion that
everybody in this country gets a fair shot and
everybody should do their fair share and every-
body should play by the same set of rules,
when you are focused on the things that make
us a great country, we don’t lose. You will help
get us there. 

We’ve got too many more jobs we’ve got to
create, too many more teachers we’ve got to
hire, too many young people who need to go to
college, too many troops we’ve got to come
home, more energy we’ve got to generate,
more opportunity that we’ve got to open up to
everybody. 

So if you’re willing to stand with me and
fight with me and make phone calls with me
and knock on doors with me, if you’re willing
to vote for me, we will win New Hampshire.
We will win this election. And we will finish
what we started and remind the world why the
United States of America is the greatest nation
on Earth. 

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:06 p.m. at
Windham High School. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Beth Talbott, teacher, Salem High
School in Salem, NH; former Rep. Paul W.
Hodes; and Republican Presidential candidate
former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachu-
setts.

 million young people can stay on their par-


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:00:45-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




