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have ever seen on ads telling you one thing:
that the economy is not so good and it’s
Obama’s fault. And you know, their economic
theory doesn’t sell, so that’s going to be their
message. And it may be a plan to win the elec-
tion, but it’s not a plan to create jobs or reduce
the deficit or grow the economy. They don’t
have a plan to revive the middle class, but I do. 

And so I tell you what, we’ve come too far to
turn back now. We’ve got too many jobs we’ve
got to create. We’ve got too many teachers
we’ve got to hire. We’ve got too many students
who need to afford to be able to go to college.
We’ve got more energy we’ve got to generate
and more troops we’ve got to bring home.
We’ve got more doors of opportunity that
we’ve got to open to everybody who’s willing to
work hard to walk through them. 

So if you’re willing to work with me one
more time and stand with me one more time

and knock on some doors one more time and
make some phone calls one more time, if
you’re willing to vote for me this November,
we’ll win Davenport, we’ll win Iowa, we’ll win
this election. We’ll finish what we started. And
we’ll remind the world why the United States
of America is the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:47 p.m. in the
Village of East Davenport. In his remarks, he
referred to Amanda Irish, president, Universi-
ty of Iowa Veterans Association; Republican
Presidential candidate former Gov. W. Mitt
Romney of Massachusetts; and Tax Policy
Center study authors Samuel Brown, William
G. Gale, and Adam Looney. He also referred
to his mother-in-law Marian Robinson.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Export Control Regulations
August 15, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within the 90-day period prior to the anni-
versary date of its declaration, the President
publishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the emer-
gency is to continue in effect beyond the anni-
versary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent to the Federal Register for publica-
tion the enclosed notice, stating that the emer-

gency caused by the lapse of the Export Ad-
ministration Act of 1979, as amended, is to
continue in effect for 1 year beyond August 17,
2012.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

The President’s Weekly Address
August 18, 2012

Hi, everybody. This week, I spent some time
traveling across Iowa talking with folks about
rebuilding an economy where if you work
hard, you and your family can get ahead.

And along the way, I stopped in at Cascade
High School to thank the teachers there for

doing such a great job and wish them luck as
they head back to the classroom for this
school year.

There’s nothing more important to our
country’s future than the education we give
our kids. And there’s no one more important to



Aug. 18 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

1232

that education than the person in the front of
the classroom.

Teachers matter. Most work tirelessly, with
modest pay, sometimes digging into their own
pocket for school supplies, just to make a dif-
ference. They give everything for our kids, and
in return, we should invest in them.

But here’s the thing: This year, several thou-
sand fewer educators will be going back to
school. Since 2009, we’ve lost more than
300,000 education jobs, in part because of bud-
get cuts at the State and local level.

Think about what that means for our coun-
try. At a time when the rest of the world is rac-
ing to outeducate America, these cuts force
our kids into crowded classrooms, cancel pro-
grams for preschoolers and kindergarteners,
and shorten the school week and the school
year.

That’s the opposite of what we should be do-
ing as a country. States should be making edu-
cation a priority in their budgets, even in tough
fiscal times. And Congress should be willing to
help out because this affects all of us.

That’s why part of the jobs bill that I sent to
Congress last September included support for
States to prevent further layoffs and to rehire
teachers who’d lost their jobs. But here we are,
a year later, with tens of thousands more edu-
cators laid off, and Congress still hasn’t done
anything about it.

In fact, the economic plan that almost every
Republican in Congress voted for would make
the situation even worse. It would actually cut
funding for education, which means fewer kids
in Head Start, fewer teachers in our class-
rooms, and fewer college students with access
to financial aid, all to pay for a massive new tax
cut for millionaires and billionaires.

That’s backwards. That’s wrong. That plan
doesn’t invest in our future, it undercuts our
future.

If we want America to lead in the 21st cen-
tury, nothing is more important than giving ev-
eryone the best education possible, from the
day they start preschool to the day they start
their career.

That’s why we launched a national competi-
tion to improve our schools. And for less than 1
percent of what our Nation spends on educa-
tion each year, we’ve encouraged almost every
State to raise their standards, the first time
that’s happened in a generation.

That’s why we’ve invested in math and sci-
ence education and given States more flexibili-
ty on No Child Left Behind.

And that’s why we’ve reformed the student
loan program to put students before big banks,
and increased financial aid for millions of
young people. Because in America, higher ed-
ucation can’t be a luxury; it’s an economic ne-
cessity every family should be able to afford.

This is a country where no matter what you
look like or where you come from, if you’re
willing to study and work hard, you can go as
far as your talents will take you. You can make
it if you try. I am only the President of the
United States today because of the chance my
education gave me, and I want every child in
America to have that chance. That’s what I’m
fighting for. And as long as I have the privilege
of being your President, that’s what I’m going
to keep fighting for.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5 p.m. on August 17 in the Grand Foyer
at the White House for broadcast on August
18. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on August 17, but
was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on Au-
gust 18.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Windham, New Hampshire
August 18, 2012

The President. Hello, New Hampshire!
Thank you! It’s good to be back! It is good to
be back in New Hampshire. 

Well, first of all, thank you guys all for being
here. I know it’s a little bit warm. 

Audience member. We love you!
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