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you more health care security—all these issues
tie together. It goes back to what made this
country great. When I think about my own life,
when I think about Michelle’s life, we didn’t
come from wealth. We didn’t come from fame.
But we were lucky enough to be born in a
country where here, everybody gets a fair shot,
everybody does their fair share, everybody
plays by the same set of rules. No matter what
you look like, no matter where you come from,
no matter what your last name is, you can make
it here if you try. That’s the story of America.
That’s your story.

Your parents, your grandparents, your great-
grandparents, they went through struggles.
They went through hardship. Nothing was giv-
en to them. But they did live in a country
where you had a shot. And we now have an ob-
ligation to pass that on to the next generation.
That’s what we have to fight for.

And over the next 3 months, you’re going to
see more TV advertising than you’ve ever seen
in your life. And these folks are spending more
money—they’ve got people writing $10 million
checks. And almost all the ads are the same.
They basically say, the economy is not where it
needs to be, and it’s Obama’s fault. They just
kind of repeat that over and over and over
again.

Audience member. And it’s not!
The President. Well, you know what, let me

tell you something. That may be a plan to win
an election, but it’s not a plan to create jobs.
It’s not a plan to make our future better. It’s
not a plan to revive the middle class. They
don’t have that plan. I do have that plan. I do
have that plan.

But I’m going to need your help. I’m going
to need everybody here registering to vote. I’m
going to need you to get your friends and
neighbors to register to vote. You can get forms
online. You can go to gottaregister.com; that’s
“gotta,” g-o-t-t-a. [Laughter]

But what I learned from you here in Iowa in
2008 is other folks may outspend me, folks may
write me off, but when you’ve got ordinary
folks pulling together, cutting through the non-
sense, and focuses on what’s important—when
you guys get involved—you can’t be stopped.
Nothing can stop you.

You will decide the future of this country.
And I’m asking for your help. Because we’ve
got more schools to build, we’ve got more
teachers to hire. We’ve got more troops who
have got to come home. We’ve got more man-
ufacturing plants that we’ve got to build. We’ve
got more Americans we need to put back to
work, and we’ve got more doors of opportunity
that we have to open for all Americans.

And if you’re willing to stand with me and
work with me and make phone calls with me
and knock on some doors with me, then we can
finish what we started in 2008. We can make
this middle class strong again. We can make
sure that the future is bright for our kids again.
And we can remind the world just why it is the
United States of America is the greatest nation
on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:33 a.m. at
the Nelson Pioneer Farm and Museum. In his
remarks, he referred to Republican Presiden-
tial candidate former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of
Massachusetts.

Remarks in Haverhill, Iowa
August 14, 2012

Well, I want to thank Jeff Heil and his father
Richard for showing me around the farm. And
I think it’s remarkable to think that the Heil
family has been farming this land since 1902,
but they’ve got a relatively new addition in the
wind turbines that you see in the background.

They’re part of the Laurel Wind Farm, 52 tur-
bines that harvest enough wind power to pow-
er an estimated 30,000 Iowa homes in a way
that’s clean and renewable.

And at a moment when we want to pursue
every avenue for job creation, it’s homegrown
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energy like wind that’s creating good, new jobs
in States like Iowa. Let me give you an exam-
ple. Back when I was first running for this of-
fice and spending a lot of time in this State, I
visited a town of Newton, about a half an hour
down the road. The local Maytag plant was
closing its doors, and nearly 2,000 jobs were on
the line. So you had a once-thriving factory
that was going dark and going quiet, and un-
derstandably, folks were worried about what
would happen to the community.

Then wind energy offered a new opportuni-
ty. When I returned to Newton to visit that
plant as President several months ago, some of
the same folks who had lost their jobs at May-
tag were back on the line building wind towers
to support some of the most advanced wind
turbines in the world.

Earlier this year, at a different plant about 5
minutes from there, I met workers building
enormous blades for these wind turbines. And
I’m proud of the fact that, while we used to
have to import parts like those, today, they’re
made in Newton, made in Iowa, made in
America by American workers.

Unfortunately, what we thought was a bipar-
tisan consensus in supporting wind power has
been fraying a little bit during election season.
My opponent in this election says he wants to
end tax credits for wind energy, wind energy
producers that make all this possible. He’s
called these sources of energy “imaginary.” His
new running mate has called them a “fad.”

I think a lot of folks in Iowa would disagree,
because wind farms like this and the good jobs
that are down in Newton, they’re not a fad, and
they’re not imaginary. Seventy-five thousand
jobs across this country depend on wind ener-
gy, 7,000 jobs in Iowa alone. That’s more than
in any other State. These are good, American
jobs. And thanks to the hard work of the folks
who have these jobs, Iowa generates about 20
percent of its electricity from wind, energy that
powers homes and businesses and factories all
across the State.

Over the past 4 years, we’ve doubled the
amount of electricity America can generate
from wind: from 25 gigawatts to 50 gigawatts.
And to put that in perspective, that’s like build-

ing 12 new Hoover Dams that are powering
homes all across the country. We doubled the
amount of electricity we generate from solar
energy too. And combined, these energy
sources are enough power to make sure that 13
million homes have reliable power and support
the paychecks that help more than a hundred
thousand Americans provide for their families.

That’s not imaginary. That is real. And that’s
what’s at stake in November. Thirty-seven
thousand American jobs are on the line if the
wind energy tax credit is allowed to expire like
my opponent thinks they should. And unlike
Governor Romney, I want to stop giving $4 bil-
lion in taxpayer subsidies to big oil companies
that have rarely been more profitable so that
we can keep investing in homegrown energy
sources like wind that have never been more
promising. That’s part of the choice in this
election.

We can listen to folks who want to take us
backwards by doubling down on the same eco-
nomic policies that got us into a fix several
years ago and that we’re still fighting out of. Or
we can keep moving forward to a future with
more good, American jobs, more sources of
homegrown American energy, greater energy
independence, and cleaner, safer environ-
ments for our kids.

And I think it was interesting talking to Jeff.
He described how these wind farms got start-
ed, and what you had was all the neighboring
farms coming together and essentially forming
a cooperative. And folks who had these wind-
mills on their land—on their property—recog-
nized that, look, that was going to have an im-
pact on folks who might not. And so everybody
in this area, whether they’ve got a wind farm or
not, helps benefit—or is benefiting from the
economics of this wind energy.

And that’s an example of what America is
about. We believe in free enterprise; we be-
lieve in hard work. The Heil family is an exam-
ple of that. But we also believe in neighborli-
ness and working together for the common
good. And as a consequence of their foresight
and their creativity—and with the help of these
wind energy tax credits—every farmer, every
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landowner, in this area is benefiting. And all of
us are benefiting from clean, American energy.

So I hope we continue to promote this kind
of energy. I know the Heil family does too.
And my expectation is, is that over the next
several years, in the same way that we’ve dou-
bled wind energy in the past, we’re going to
keep on doubling it in the future.

Thanks very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. at
the Heil family farm. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Republican Presidential candidate
former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachu-
setts and Vice Presidential candidate Rep.
Paul D. Ryan. 

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Marshalltown, Iowa
August 14, 2012

The President. Hello, Marshalltown! Hello,
Bobcats! Now, I was just told that school, at
least for the teachers, starts tomorrow. [Laugh-
ter] Teachers in the house? 

So I want to start off by saying thank you to
our teachers for the outstanding job that they
do each and every day. Your principal, your su-
perintendent, your assistant principal, they’re
all doing a great job, which means, students,
you’re going to have to hit the books, all right?
[Laughter] Going to have to hit the books.

Audience member. Four more years!
The President. Well, they’ll have to hit the

books maybe for longer than 4 more years.
[Laughter] We’ll be talking about that.

A couple of other people I want to acknowl-
edge. First of all, thank Kirk for the wonderful
introduction. Please give him a big round of
applause. I want to acknowledge Mayor Pro
Tem Bethany Wirin is here. Where’s Bethany?
There she is, right here.

And I want to offer my condolences to the
family of the mayor who just passed, Mayor
Gene Beach. 

I’ve got to tell you, it’s good to be back in Io-
wa, and it’s good to be back in Marshalltown. I
started in Council Bluffs, and we are driving to
the Quads, and we are stopping off a whole
bunch of different places. Yesterday I got to
the State Fair and had a pork chop and a beer.
It was good. I might have another beer today.
[Laughter] Just one. Just one.

But the reason it’s so good to be back is be-
cause this is really where our movement began,
here in Iowa. In people’s backyards, on family
farms and school gyms, on people’s porches all
across this State, we had a conversation about

how we move our country in a direction where
everybody has opportunity, where everybody
has got a shot. And we know that journey is not
done yet. We’ve still got a lot of work to do. So
we are now spending another 3 days driving
through the State.

And the reason it’s so important is because
in some ways this election may be more conse-
quential than the last election. You’ve got a
choice not just between two candidates or two
political parties, but between two fundamen-
tally different visions for where we should take
our country.

Audience member. You’re preaching to the
choir.

The President. It’s true, I am. [Laughter]
But you’re going to have to go then preach to
the folks who aren’t converted yet. More than
any other election, when you go into the voting
booth in November, you’re going to be making
a decision about the kind of America that we
have not just for yourselves, but for your chil-
dren and your grandchildren for decades to
come.

Four years ago, we came together—and it
wasn’t just Democrats, we had Independents,
we had some Republicans—because we un-
derstood that the basic bargain that built this
country was at stake. We had gone through a
decade where jobs were being shipped over-
seas, where incomes were going down even
while the costs of health care and a college ed-
ucation and groceries were going up, and it all
culminated in the worst financial crisis since
the Great Depression. And what we under-
stood then was we had to work hard to get back
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