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erate. We’ve got more troops we’ve got to
bring home. Most of all, we’ve got more doors
of opportunity that we’ve got to open for every-
body who’s willing to work hard enough to
walk through those doors.

That is what is at stake in this election. That
is why I am running for President of the Unit-
ed States. That is why I’m asking for your vote,
not just for me, but for this country that we be-
lieve in. And if you’re willing to work with me
and stand with me and knock on doors with me
and make phone calls with me, if you vote for
me in November, we will win Iowa. We will

win this election. We’ll finish what we started
in 2008. And we’ll remind the world why the
United States of America is the greatest nation
on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:32 a.m. at
Bayliss Park. In his remarks, he referred to Pa-
tricia A. LaBounty, collections and outreach
manager, Union Pacific Railroad Museum; and
Republican Presidential candidate former
Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts.

Remarks in Missouri Valley, Iowa
August 13, 2012

Today we are here at the McIntosh family
farms, here in Missouri Valley, Iowa, and we
just got a tour from Dean, Don, Richard, and
Roger. And like a lot of families in this area and
across America, the McIntoshes are suffering
under one of the worst droughts in 50 years.

We’ve just been through the warmest 12-
month period ever recorded, and right now
more than 60 percent of the country is under
drought conditions. It’s hot, it’s dry, and the
summer is not over yet.

Things are especially tough for farmers and
ranchers, like the McIntoshes, who depend on
a good growing season to pay the bills and keep
a roof over their heads. The McIntosh family
has been farming in the Missouri Valley for 96
years, so they’ve seen just about everything,
but this is the worst drought they can remem-
ber in decades. As a result, their corn yield is
off by about a third, and some of their neigh-
bors in surrounding areas are struggling even
worse.

Here in Iowa, almost half of the corn crop
and more than a third of the soybean crop is in
poor or very poor condition. Livestock produc-
ers are having trouble feeding their herds.
Crops and livestock are a $30 billion business
in Iowa, and that’s a huge chunk of the econo-
my that’s being put at risk. And States all across
the heartland have it just as bad.

Now, the best way to help these States is for
Congress to act. They need to pass a farm bill

that not only helps farmers and ranchers re-
spond to natural disasters, but also makes nec-
essary reforms and gives them some long-term
certainty. But the folks suffering from this
drought can’t wait for Congress to do its job.
So in the meantime, I’ve made sure that my
administration, under the leadership of Secre-
tary Tom Vilsack, is doing everything we can to
provide relief to those who need it.

I’ve directed the Department of Agriculture
and the Small Business Administration to help
give farmers and small businesses across 32
States access to low-interest emergency loans.
We’ve opened up Federal land for grazing.
We’re working with insurance companies to
give farmers a short grace period on their pre-
miums, since money will be tight for a lot of
families at the end of the crop year. And last
week, we announced another $30 million to
help get more water to livestock and restore
land affected by the drought.

Today we’re going to go even further, and
we’re focusing on helping people who make
their living by bringing cattle, pigs, sheep, and
other animals to market. The way things work
right now, farmers who raise crops are eligible
for subsidized insurance to help cushion the
blow if disaster strikes. But livestock producers
don’t have that option. So when grasslands dry
up and they’ve got to sell their animals early,
it’s a huge financial blow and can affect mar-
kets all across the country. We can make a
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difference, though, and here’s what we’re go-
ing to do.

It turns out that the Federal Government
buys a lot of meat for military bases, hospitals,
colleges, food banks, and cafeterias. And be-
cause of the drought, there are a lot of folks out
there that are trying to sell meat right now. So,
just like you might buy more chicken when it’s
on sale and freeze it, we are going to stock up.
Prices are low; farmers and ranchers need
help, so it makes sense. It makes sense for
farmers who get to sell more of their product,
and it makes sense for taxpayers who will save
money because we’re getting food we would
have bought anyway at a better price.

And we’re not just talking about a few strips
of bacon here. Today the Department of Agri-
culture announced that it will buy up to $100
million worth of pork products, $50 million
worth of chicken, and $20 million worth of
lamb and farm-raised catfish. And the Depart-
ment of Defense, which bought about 94 mil-
lion pounds of beef and 64 million pounds of
pork last year, will encourage their vendors to
buy more now and freeze it for later.

Understand this won’t solve the problem.
We can’t make it rain. But this will help fami-
lies like the McIntoshes in States across the
country, including here in Iowa. And we’re go-
ing to keep doing what we can to help because
that’s what we do. We are Americans. We take
care of each other. And when our neighbors hit
a rough patch, we step up and help out.

So my message to the McIntoshes and ev-
erybody who is suffering through the drought,
we understand that we depend on you, Ameri-
ca depends on you to put food on the table and
feed our families, and as a consequence, we’re
going to make sure that we’re there for you,
not just today, but every day until this drought
passes. That is a promise. And as President, I’ll
do everything in my power to make sure that
you get the relief that you deserve.

So thank you very much, everybody. God
bless you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to brothers Dean, Don,
Richard, and Roger McIntosh, owners, McIn-
tosh family farm.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Boone, Iowa
August 13, 2012

The President. Hello, everybody! Thank you.
It’s good to be back. Thank you so much. It is
good to be back in Iowa, and it’s good to be
back in Boone County!

A couple of folks I want to acknowledge:
first of all, your outstanding former Governor
and now, I think, the best Secretary of Agricul-
ture we’ve ever had, Tom Vilsack. A great
friend of mine, my cochair for my campaign
when I was just getting started in 2007, 2008—
he took a risk on me when nobody could pro-
nounce my name—Tom Miller is in the house,
attorney general of the great State of Iowa.
And please give Dave a big round of applause
for the great introduction.

Dave may have mentioned he is a music
teacher. And I told him that Malia and Sasha
have been practicing their piano. [Laughter]
And Malia plays a little flute. But he men-
tioned that he thought—he had heard me sing,

and he thought that I had really good pitch. So
I’m—so Dave says he’s got a band, and maybe
after I’m finished with the Presidency, he said
maybe I could be front man for the band. He
said I might be—maybe I could be lead singer.
That would be all right.

But listen, it is wonderful to be back in Iowa.
It is wonderful to see some familiar faces and
some good friends on a beautiful summer day.
It was on your front porches and in some of
your backyards where our movement for
change started. We spent a lot of time in Iowa,
and I felt like an adopted son of Iowa. We were
on—we took bus tours all throughout the
State, although I’ve got to admit the bus wasn’t
as nice as the one I’ve got now. [Laughter] And
we went to school gyms and family farms and
small businesses all across the State.

But here’s the thing: Our journey is not
over. It’s not done. So I’m going to spend the
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