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remarks, he referred to Gov. Scott K. Walker
of Wisconsin; Mayor Stephen Scaffidi of Oak
Creek, WI; and Wade Michael Page, suspected

gunman in the August 5 shootings in Oak
Creek, WI. H.R. 1627, approved August 6, was
assigned Public Law No. 112-154.

Statement on the Landing of the Curiosity Rover on Mars

August 6, 2012

Tonight, on the planet Mars, the United
States of America made history.

The successful landing of Curiosity—the
most sophisticated roving laboratory ever to
land on another planet—marks an unprece-
dented feat of technology that will stand as a
point of national pride far into the future. It
proves that even the longest of odds are no
match for our unique blend of ingenuity and
determination.

Tonight’s success, delivered by NASA, par-
allels our major steps forward towards a vision
for a new partnership with American compa-
nies to send American astronauts into space on

American spacecraft. That partnership will
save taxpayer dollars while allowing NASA to
do what it has always done best: push the very
boundaries of human knowledge. And to-
night’s success reminds us that our preemi-
nence—not just in space, but here on Earth—
depends on continuing to invest wisely in the
innovation, technology, and basic research that
has always made our economy the envy of the
world.

I congratulate and thank all the men and
women of NASA who made this remarkable
accomplishment a reality, and T eagerly await
what Curiosity has yet to discover.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Stamford, Connecticut

August 6, 2012

The President. Hello, Connecticut! Thank
you so much. Well, it is wonderful to be back
in Connecticut. A couple of people I want to
give a shout-out to: First of all, your outstand-
ing Governor, Dan Malloy, is here. Lieutenant
Governor Nancy Wyman is here. Senator Dick
Blumenthal is here. A outstanding trio of Con-
gressmen: Rosa DeLauro, Jim Himes, Chris
Murphy. And please give it up for Ben Harper;
we are so grateful to him.

It was my birthday this weekend. I was 51
years old. And Michelle says I don’t look a day
over 50. [Laughter] She was pointing out, “I
think in the last week you've gotten more gray
hair.” [Laughter] But that’s okay.

Obviously, I know that all of you have been
spending most of this week rooting for our un-
believable athletes in London. On the flight
over here, I've got to admit, I was spending
most of my time watching U.S. women’s soc-
cer. They won, by the way, 4 to 3. It was a tight
game. And it’s just an extraordinary reminder
of the fact that even when we've got political
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differences, when it comes to our love of this
country and the incredible people who repre-
sent us, we are unified. And it’s a very gratify-
ing feeling during the course of a political sea-
son, where sometimes the fact that we are uni-
fied around so many important things gets hid-
den.

But unless you've been able to hide from
your television or your cable is broke—[laugh-
ter]—you are aware that there is a pretty in-
tense campaign going on right now. And it’s a
healthy thing because that’s what our democra-
cy is about. It—sometimes, it's messy, and
folks get excited. But in this election in particu-
lar, the reason that there is such an intensity is
because the choice that we face in November
could not be bigger. Could not be bigger.

It’s not just a choice between two candidates
or two political parties. More than any election
in recent memory, it is a choice about two fun-
damentally different paths for our country.
And the direction that we choose, the direction
that you choose when you step into that ballot
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