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The President’s Weekly Address
August 4, 2012

Hi, everybody. Today I want to take a break
from the back and forth of campaign season
and talk about something that’s brought us all
together this week: the Summer Olympics.

These games remind us that for all our dif-
ferences, we’re Americans first. And we could
not be prouder of the men and women repre-
senting our country in London in both the
Olympics and in the Paralympics.

Last weekend, Michelle led the American
delegation to London and reaffirmed the spe-
cial relationship we share with our strongest al-
ly, Great Britain. She met with the Queen and
with Prime Minister Cameron’s wife Saman-
tha. She spent some time thanking our brave
servicemembers and military families. And of
course, she took in as many events as she could
to cheer on our athletes.

Now, I’ve got to admit, I was a little jealous
that she got to go. But like many of you, I
caught as many events as I could, jumping off
the couch for a close race or a perfect vault. I
watched the wonderful young women of our
gymnastics team recapture the team gold for
America, and I was filled with pride watching
Gabby Douglas win the all-around gold with
incredible poise and grace. I watched our
swimmers win a haul of medals and Michael
Phelps become the most decorated Olympic
athlete of all time. I saw our women’s soccer
team power through the competition.

And I’m just as proud of all our athletes in
sports that don’t always get as much attention.
The U.S. women’s eight continued its rowing
dominance with another gold medal. Kayla
Harrison won America’s first-ever gold medal
in judo, and Marti Malloy won a bronze. Kim
Rhode became the first American to win indi-
vidual medals in five straight Olympics with
her gold in skeet shooting, and her teammate,
Army Sergeant Vincent Hancock, won his sec-
ond skeet gold.

I also thought of the truly difficult journeys
that many of our athletes have made. Some
have faced personal loss or beaten cancer.
Some have worked long shifts at multiple jobs

to feed their Olympic dream. And some have
done the impossible. Less than 4 years ago,
Bryshon Nellum was shot three times in his
legs. But this week, he’ll run the 400 meters.
And as a boy, Lopez Lomong fled war and per-
secution and life as a refugee, one of the “lost
boys” of Sudan. Today, he’s an American and
representing his country at the Olympics for
the second time.

So it’s no surprise America is vying for the
top of the medal count. But it’s not the medal
count alone that inspires us; most of our ath-
letes won’t claim a medal at all. It’s the charac-
ter of the men and women who compete for
those medals. It’s their hard work and sacrifice:
the countless hours in the gym, in the pool, on
the track. It’s their dogged perseverance and
unyielding determination through disappoint-
ment and triumph alike.

It’s that unconquerable spirit, that American
spirit, that says even though we may have very
different stories to tell, even though we may
not all look alike or talk alike or be dealt the
same hand in life, if we work hard, we can
achieve our dreams. We can make it if we try.
We are one people, with common values and
ideals; we celebrate individual excellence, but
recognize that only together can we accom-
plish great and important things we cannot ac-
complish alone.

That’s why we watch. That’s why we cheer.
That’s why we come together for 2 weeks in
summer and swell with pride at the incredible
things our fellow citizens can do.

And so to all our Olympic and Paralympic
athletes, whether you’ve already competed or
have yet to compete: Your country could not
be prouder of you. Thank you for presenting
the best of America to the rest of the world.
And thank you for becoming new role models
to our children, mine included, and inspiring
them to believe that if they work hard and do
their best, they can achieve great things too.

Go get them this week, Team U.S.A. We
can’t wait to welcome you home.

God bless you, and God bless America.
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NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:10 p.m. on August 3 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
August 4. In the address, the President re-
ferred to Lopez Lomong, runner, 2012 U.S.

Olympic team. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
August 3, but was embargoed for release until
6 a.m. on August 4.

Statement on the Agreement Between Sudan and South Sudan on Oil Revenue
August 4, 2012

I welcome the announcement by the African
Union High-Level Implementation Panel of an
agreement between Sudan and South Sudan
on oil revenue. This agreement opens the door
to a future of greater prosperity for the people
of both countries. The leaders of Sudan and
South Sudan deserve congratulations for
reaching agreement and finding compromise
on such an important issue, and I applaud the
efforts of the international community, which
came together to encourage and support the
parties in finding a resolution. In particular, I
am grateful for the work of the African Union
High-Level Implementation Panel, led byPres-
ident Thabo Mbeki, for its determined and
skilled leadership in bringing about this agree-
ment. I am also encouraged by the announce-

ment of a possible agreement on humanitarian
access to Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile
and urge the immediate implementation of
this agreement to provide urgently needed hu-
manitarian assistance to people in these areas.

The United States will continue to support
efforts to advance a lasting peace for the peo-
ple of Sudan and South Sudan. I encourage the
parties to build on the momentum created by
these breakthroughs to resolve remaining bor-
der and security issues.

NOTE: The statement referred to President
Umar Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir of Sudan; Pres-
ident Salva Kiir Mayardit of South Sudan; and
former President Thabo Mvuyelwa Mbeki of
South Africa.

Statement on the Shootings in Oak Creek, Wisconsin
August 5, 2012

Michelle and I were deeply saddened to
learn of the shooting that tragically took so
many lives in Wisconsin. At this difficult
time, the people of Oak Creek must know
that the American people have them in our
thoughts and prayers, and our hearts go out
to the families and friends of those who were
killed and wounded. My administration will

provide whatever support is necessary to the
officials who are responding to this tragic
shooting and moving forward with an investi-
gation. As we mourn this loss, which took
place at a house of worship, we are reminded
how much our country has been enriched by
Sikhs, who are a part of our broader Ameri-
can family.

Remarks on Signing the Honoring America’s Veterans and Caring for Camp
Lejeune Families Act of 2012 and an Exchange With Reporters
August 6, 2012

The President. Well, I want to thank every-
body who is here because they all did outstand-
ing work in helping to get this legislation com-
pleted.

As you know, I think all Americans feel we
have a moral, sacred duty towards our men and
women in uniform. They protect our freedom,
and it’s our obligation to do right by them. This
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