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Five years or 10 years or 20 years from now,
won’t we be better off if we've made these
smart—sometimes tough—decisions, under-
standing that we grow this economy not from
the top down, but from the middle out and
from the bottom up, creating an economy
where everybody gets a fair shot and every-
body is doing their fair share and everybody is
playing by the same set of rules.

Won't we be better off if we've got the cour-
age to keep working and fighting and moving
forward? That’s what I believe. That's why I'm
running for President.

You know, my—listen, Florida. Orlando, I
want you to know my hair may be grayer than
it was 4 years ago—[laughter]—I may be turn-
ing 51, but my determination to do right by
you, to fight for you, to think about you every
single day, that determination is stronger than
ever. My faith in you is stronger than ever. I
still believe in you. And if you still believe in
me, if you're willing to stand with me, if you're
willing to organize with me, if you're willing to

make some phone calls for me, if you're willing
to register some voters for me, if you're going
out there and voting with me, I promise you,
we will finish what we started and we will re-
mind the world just why it is that the United
States of America is the greatest nation on
Earth.

God bless you, everybody. God bless the

United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. at the
Harold & Ted Alfond Sports Center at Rollins
College. In his remarks, he referred to Sonia
Diaz, teacher, Freedom Middle School in Or-
lando, FL; Michael F. Phelps, swimmer, and
Gabby Douglas, McKayla Maroney, Aly Rais-
man, Kyla Ross, and Jordyn Wieber, gymnasts,
2012 U.S. Olympic team; Republican Presi-
dential candidate former Gov. W. Mitt Rom-
ney of Massachusetts; Donald B. Marron, di-
rector, Tax Policy Center; and former Presi-
dent George W. Bush.

Remarks to the BlogHer 12 Conference in New York City
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Well, thank you, Lisa. And thanks, Elisa, for
inviting me to speak today. And Michelle says
hi. T know that at some point she’ll have a
chance to be with all of you. And I just want to
congratulate everybody on what I hear is your
biggest conference yet.

Even though I couldn’t be with you in per-
son, I wanted to say thank you. Because like
every father, I think about the role models that
are out there for my daughters, and I worry
about what they’ll run into online, honestly, so
the fact that Sasha and Malia can go to places
like BlogHer and find thousands of women
who are writing about subjects from health to
family and food and politics and careers, it
means a lot to me and it means a lot to Mi-
chelle.

Now, some of you may have heard, there’s
an election coming up. And women’s issues are
front and center, as they should be. But I think
the conversation has been oversimplified a lit-
tle bit. I bet anyone who spends a little time at
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your conference would realize pretty fast that
women are not a monolithic bloc, you're not an
interest group. You make up more than half of
our country and nearly half of our workforce,
not to mention 80 percent of my household, if
you count my mother-in-law.

So for me, any discussion of the issues wom-
en face begins with my own life story and the
women in my own life. There was my mom,
who was a single mother who put herself
through school and made sure my sister and I
earned our educations too. There was my
grandmother, who worked her way up from a
secretary to vice president at her local bank,
even though she hit a glass ceiling and watched
men she once trained pass her by.

When Michelle and T got married and had
our girls, we were giving it our all to balance
raising a family and pursuing our careers, and
we wished we had a machine that would let us
be two places at one time. And of course, as a



father, the highlight of my day is asking my
girls about their days.

So when I think about what’s been most im-
portant in my life, it’s these amazing relation-
ships that I've had with my mother and grand-
mother, my wife and my daughters. And what
drives me when I step into the Oval Office, ev-
ery decision that I make, is making sure that all
of our daughters—just like all of our sons—are
growing up in a country that gives them the
chance to be anything they set their minds to
and a country where more doors are open to
them than were open to the previous genera-
tion.

That’s why the first bill I signed was the Lilly
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, to help protect your
right to equal pay for equal work. Now I want
to strengthen those protections. And that’s why
we've extended more loans to women-owned
businesses. That's why we've cut taxes for
small-business owners 18 times.

I also want to keep small-business taxes low
in the future. That’s why we’ve enacted educa-
tion reform that’s helped more than 2.3 million
more young women afford to pursue higher
education. And now I want to make sure even
more can afford to go.

And because of the new health care reform
law, Obamacare—TI happily accept the term—
millions of young women are going to have
coverage through their parents’ plans. Chil-
dren with preexisting conditions can’t be de-
nied insurance. Tens of millions of women
with private insurance now have access to pre-
ventive care like mammograms and are begin-
ning to gain access to contraception at no addi-
tional cost. And pretty soon, insurance compa-
nies will no longer be able to deny you cover-
age because of preexisting conditions like
cancer or pregnancy or charge you higher pre-
miums just for being a woman. I'm not going to
give any ground to those who would deny
women their own health care choices.

Behind every one of these policies is a pretty
simple idea: You—women—should have con-
trol over the decisions that affect your health,
your lives, your careers. And if you share that
belief, then I think you'll agree that the choice
women face right now in this election could
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not be bigger. On the one hand, you have folks
who plan to turn back the clock. They promise
to take away access to health care and contra-
ception. They talk about getting rid of vital ser-
vices like Planned Parenthood. They're plan-
ning to spend trillions of dollars on new tax
cuts weighed towards millionaires and billion-
aires.

And just yesterday an independent, nonpar-
tisan organization ran the numbers. They
found that in order for my opponent to pay for
his tax plan he’d have to cut tax breaks that
middle class families depend on to pay for your
home or your health care or to send your kids
to college, which means the average middle
class family with children would be hit with a
tax increase of more than $2,000.

On top of that tax increase, my opponent
plans to also gut education programs that help
low-income mothers, student aid that dispro-
portionately benefits young women.

So this, overall, is what I consider a wrong
approach. It’s not how we’re going to grow this
economy. It’s not how we’re going to build the
middle class. We can’t afford to refight the bat-
tles of the past few years or the past century,
for that matter.

And that’s why my plan would move us for-
ward, by cutting taxes for the middle class, in-
vesting in education, protecting equal pay, and
making sure your health care is there for you
when you need it. And I pay for my plan by
asking people like me to go back to the same
tax rates we paid during the Clinton years.

So that’s the choice we face as a country.
And even though we're dealing with some big
challenges right now, I've never been more
confident that the ability to solve our problems
is entirely within our grasp. If we choose the
right path, I'm absolutely confident we’re go-
ing to restore the sense of economic security
that ought to be at the center of American life.

We'll create an economy that works for ev-
erybody. We'll open up new doors of opportu-
nity for our daughters as well as our sons. We’'ll
build our middle class. We’ll grow this econo-
my not from the top down, but from the mid-
dle out and from the bottom up. And that’s not
just good for women, that’s good for all of us.
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So thank you so much for the opportunity.
We appreciate you. Michelle says hi. The girls
say hi. Bo does too. I hope you guys have a
wonderful conference that remains.

Bye-bye.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:35 p.m. via
live video feed from the White House. In his

remarks, he referred to Lisa Stone, cofounder
and chief executive officer, BlogHer; Elisa Ca-
mahort Page, cofounder and chief operating
officer, BlogHer, who introduced the Presi-
dent; and Republican Presidential candidate
former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachu-
setts. He also referred to his mother-in-law
Marian Robinson and sister Maya Soetoro-Ng.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Leesburg, Virginia
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The President. How’s it going, Leesburg?
Well, it is good to be back in Virginia.

A couple of people I want to acknowledge.
First of all, please give Dana a big round of ap-
plause. You can tell she’s a good teacher, and
we're so proud of her. And I also want to ac-
knowledge, Mayor Kristen Umstattd is here.
And thank you to all the neighborhood team
leaders who are here; thank you for your great
work.

The other thing I want to do is just to ac-
knowledge our unbelievable U.S. athletes who
are representing us in London, including Vir-
ginia’s own Gabby Douglas.

Audience members. U.S.A.l US.A! U.S.A.l

The President. U.S.A.! T had a chance to talk
to Gabby and her teammates after they won
the team competition, and I told them, you
know, I'm impressed with the swimmers. And
when the running comes, I'm going to be im-
pressed with that. But even though I'm a lot
slower, I understand how you run and how you
swim. I do not understand how, on this little
balance beam, you're flipping around. I don’t
get that. [Laughter] I can barely do a somer-
sault. [Laughter] Unbelievable. So we could
not be prouder of Gabby. We could not be
prouder of her teammates. And we could not
be prouder of all our American athletes.

And you know, it’s a useful reminder that
even when we have these major debates back
home, when we go overseas, we’re not Demo-
crats, and we’re not Republicans or Indepen-
dents, we are Americans. That’'s what we’re
about.

Now, unless you've been able to hide your
television set or your cable is busted, you may
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know that there is a pretty intense campaign
going on right now. [Laughter] And the reason
that it’s so intense is because so much is at
stake. The choice that we face in November
could not be bigger. It’s not just a choice be-
tween two candidates. It’s not just a choice be-
tween two parties. More than any election in
recent memory, this is a choice between two
fundamentally different paths for our country,
two fundamentally different visions of where
we need to go.

And the direction that we choose—the di-
rection that all of you will choose when you
walk into that voting booth in November—is
going to have a direct impact not just on your
lives, it will have an impact on your children’s
lives and your grandchildren’s lives. It will af-
fect us for decades to come.

Now, 4 years ago, we came together—not
just as Democrats, but also Independents, Re-
publicans—we came together because we
wanted to restore a basic bargain that made us
the country that we are, the core idea that
made us the most prosperous economy in the
history of the world. And it’s a simple idea. It’s
a bargain that says if you work hard, that work
should be rewarded. It’s a deal that says if you
put in enough effort and you act responsibly,
then you can find a job that pays the bills and
you can afford a home that you call your own,
that you can count on health care if you get
sick and you can put away enough money to re-
tire with dignity and respect. And most of all,
it’s an idea that we can give our children the
kind of education that allows them to dream
even bigger dreams and do even better than
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