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checks. But what gives me confidence and
what gives me faith is you. So many of you sup-
ported us in 2008. And remember, we were
outspent for a time, and we were counted out.
I've been outspent before. But what I've un-
derstood is that when the American people re-
ally start paying attention, they can cut through
the nonsense. When the American people are
paying attention, theyre the ones who will
determine what is true, what is right, what's
consistent with our values.

And when all of you start thinking back to
your own family’s history. Some of you, par-
ents, grandparents came here as immigrants.
Some of you, your ancestors came here in
chains. But the running story has been our ca-
pacity, each generation, to say if we work hard,
there’s a better day ahead; that if we act re-
sponsibly—whether we're working on a farm
or in a factory or in a mill or down in a mine—
that next generation, they’re going to be able to
do things I couldn’t do. So maybe I can’t own a
business, but if I really work hard, some day,
maybe my daughter owns a business. I might
not own a home, but if I work really hard, may-
be some day, my son, he’ll build homes. I
might not be able to vote, but some day, maybe
a great-grandson, or a great-great-grandson
will end up being a Senator or a mayor or may-
be even the President of the United States.
That has been the story of our history.

And when the American people are remind-
ed of that, when we focus on what’s best in our
traditions, then I don’t fear $10 million checks.
Then, I have confidence that change will hap-
pen, and we will keep moving forward.

So let me just say to all of you, in addition to
thanks, we’ve got a little over a hundred days
left. In that campaign in 2008, we went
through a lot of ups and downs, and I tried to
not make promises that I couldn’t keep. So I
promised I'd end the war in Iraqg; I ended it. I
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This week, the Senate passed a plan that I
proposed a few weeks ago to protect middle
class Americans and virtually every small-busi-
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promised, we’d cut taxes for middle class fami-
lies; we did.

But the biggest promise I made, I said, I'm
not a perfect man—Michelle can tell you
that—[laughter]—and T won’t be a perfect
President. But what I can promise you is that I
will always tell you what I think, I'll always tell
you where I stand, and I will spend every sin-
gle day fighting as hard as I know how for you.
And T have kept that promise. I have kept that
promise because I believe in you. And in you, I
see my own story. In your grandparents, I see
my grandparents. In your children, I see Malia
and Sasha. T know where you've been because
that’s where I've been. That’s where Michelle
has been. And we know what it means to strug-
gle, but we also know what it means to receive
the incredible blessings of this country.

So if you still believe in me and you're will-
ing to stand with me and keep on going—not
just today, not just tomorrow, not just next
week, not just next month, but for the next 105
days, and then 4 more years after that—then
we’ll finish what we started. We will bring this
economy all the way back and more. And we’ll
remind the world just why it is the United
States of America is the greatest nation on
Earth.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America. Appreciate
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:46 p.m. at the
residence of Earl W. and Amanda Stafford. In
his remarks, he referred to his sister Maya
Soetoro-Ng, mother-in-law Marian Robinson,
and brother-in-law Craig M. Robinson; Re-
publican Presidential candidate former Gov.
W. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts; and former
President William J. Clinton. He also referred
to S. 3412. Audio was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

ness owner from getting hit with a big tax hike
next year, a tax hike of $2,200 for the typical
family.
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Now it comes down to this: If 218 Members
of the House vote the right way, 98 percent of
American families and 97 percent of small-
business owners will have the certainty of
knowing that that their income taxes will not go
up next year. That certainty means something
to a middle class family who’s already stretched
the budget as far as it can go. It means some-
thing to a small-business owner who’s trying to
plan ahead. That’s security at a time when folks
could use some security.

And here’s the thing: Everyone in Washing-
ton says they agree on this. Everyone says they
agree that we should extend the tax cuts for the
middle class. When Democrats and Republi-
cans agree on something, it should be pretty
easy to get it done. But right now that’s not the
case. Instead of doing what’s right for middle
class families and small-business owners, Re-
publicans in Congress are holding these tax
cuts hostage until we extend tax cuts for the
wealthiest Americans.

You see, Republicans in Congress and their
nominee for President believe that the best
way to create prosperity in America is to let it
trickle down from the top. They believe that if
our country spends trillions more on tax cuts
for the wealthy, we’ll somehow create jobs,
even if we have to pay for it by gutting things
like education and training and by raising mid-
dle class taxes.

They're wrong. And I know they're wrong
because we already tried it that way for most of
the last decade. It didn’t work. We're still pay-
ing for trillions of dollars of tax cuts that bene-
fited the wealthiest Americans more than any-
one else, tax cuts that didn’t lead to the middle

class jobs or higher wages we were promised
and that helped take us from record surpluses
to record deficits.

We can’t afford more top-down economics.
What we need are policies that will grow and
strengthen the middle class, that will help cre-
ate jobs, make education and training more af-
fordable, and encourage businesses to start up
and stay right here in the United States. That’s
why I've cut middle class taxes every year that
I've been President, by $3,600 for the typical
family. That’s why I've cut taxes for small busi-
nesses 18 times. And that’s why I'm calling on
218 Members of the House to do their jobs
and not raise taxes on the middle class.

As soon as they pass that bill, T'll sign it right
away. And in the meantime, I'm going to keep
fighting for an economy where we're not just
putting folks back to work, but making sure
that work pays off, an economy where every
American—no matter who you are, what you
look like, or where you come from—can have
the confidence that if you work hard, you can
get ahead.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:40 p.m. on July 27 in the Diplomatic
Room at the White House for broadcast on Ju-
ly 28. In the address, the President referred to
Republican Presidential candidate former
Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts. He
also referred to S. 3412. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on July 27, but was embargoed for re-
lease until 6 a.m. on July 28.
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The President. Thank you, everybody. Ev-
erybody, have a seat, have a seat.

It is wonderful to see all of you. To those of
you who helped to make this evening possi-
ble, I could not be more grateful. T've got
folks in the room here who have just been
tireless in their efforts not just in this cam-
paign, but since 2007, and some of you who
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have been involved since 2003, when I first
ran for the Senate.

I've got a friend in Chicago some of you
may know: Ab Mikva. He was a Federal
judge, and he went on to be White House
Counsel. And he described being friends with
a politician as perpetually having somebody in
college—every so often you have to write this
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