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after Katrina swept ashore, she heard a young
child, who’d endured nearly 3 months of suf-
fering and hardship, yell out loud: “Real food!
Real food!”

Of that first night, she said: “There were no
riots; there were no disruptions; there were
just hundreds of people just like you and the
person sitting next to you, in the blink of an
eye, having lost everything they had worked for
over their entire lifetimes, who now looked to
us for rescue. And we accepted that responsi-
bility because that’s what school people do.”

Now, obviously, the superintendent is an ex-
ceptional educator and an exceptional citizen.
But as I've traveled around the country, what
I've discovered is that’s not just what school
people do. That's not—that’s what Americans
do. That’s what Americans, at their best, do.
When I traveled to Joplin, Missouri, that’s
what folks in Joplin do. When I go to Aurora,
that’s what people in Colorado do. In urban
communities all across America, that’s what
you do.

For more than two centuries, our journey
has never been easy, and our victories have
never come quickly. And we have faced our
share of struggles and setbacks and climbs that
have seemed too steep, just like we do today.
But we know what we're fighting for. We can
see the America we believe in: a country where
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everybody gets a fair shot and everybody is
doing their fair share, where everybody is play-
ing by the same set of rules. And if we don’t
keep fighting as hard as we know how for that
America, if we don’t keep fighting for better
jobs and better schools and a better future,
who will?

That’s our challenge. We don’t quit. Folks in
New Orleans didn’t quit. Americans don’t quit.
We accept responsibility. We keep on going.
We keep marching. We keep moving forward.
Failure is not an option. This is not a time for
cynics. It is not a time for doubters. It is time
for believers. It is time for folks who have faith
in the future.

I still believe in you. And if you still believe
in me, I ask you to stand with me, march with
me, fight with me. And as I do, I promise we
will finish what we started, turn this economy
around, seize our future, and remind the world
why the United States of America is the great-
est nation on Earth.

Thank you, Urban League. God bless you.
God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7 p.m. at the Er-
nest M. Morial Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to S. 3412; and Executive
Order 13621, which is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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The President. Well, this is a good opportu-
nity for me to bring my Cabinet together to
thank them from—for the extraordinary work
that they’re doing on a whole range of fronts.

You've got Tom Vilsack working very hard to
make sure that farmers and ranchers are get-
ting help at a time of devastating drought. You
have Secretary Clinton who has been logging
more miles than any Secretary of State in histo-
ry, dealing with a whole range of problems and
opportunities around the globe. Obviously,
we’re going to be focusing a lot on the situation
in Syria and what we can do there to make sure
that we reduce the bloodshed.

But a whole range of Cabinet members, and
obviously my administration, is focusing on our
economy and how do we make sure that this is
an economy in which people who work hard,
who act responsibly, can get ahead.

This is a particular challenge right now.
We're seeing some of the weaknesses in Eu-
rope, and it is a perfect time for us to focus on
what are steps we can take now—not later, not
a year from now, but right now—to strengthen
the middle class, put more people back to
work, provide business greater certainty.

And yesterday the Senate voted to ensure
that 98 percent of Americans don’t see their
taxes go up next year, that 97 percent of small
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businesses don’t see their taxes go up next
year. It was the right thing to do. It will provide
certainty and security to families who are al-
ready feeling pinched because of the economy.
It will be good for the economy as a whole.

And now the only thing that is going to pre-
vent the vast majority of Americans from not
seeing a tax increase next year is if the House
doesn’t act. We need 218 votes in the House of
Representatives—218 votes in the House of
Representatives—to make sure that 98 percent
of Americans don’t see their taxes go up next
year.

And so one of the things that I'm going to be
doing, my Cabinet members are going to be
doing, over the next several days is to make
sure that the American people understand that
we can provide them certainty right now for
next year that their taxes will not go up, and
they will then be able to plan accordingly.
Small businesses will be able to plan accord-
ingly, knowing that we’ve taken a whole bunch
of uncertainty out of the economy at a time
when the global economy is experiencing a
number of disruptions.

So again, I would urge the House of Repre-
sentatives to do the right thing. And I'm going
to make sure that my Cabinet members ampli-
fy that message in the days to come.

Thank you very much, everybody.

Shootings in Aurora, Colorado

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us, if what the
Colorado shooter did was entirely legal, how
do you do more on this subject without any
new laws?

The President. Thank you very much. I'm sure
we'll have more opportunity to talk about this.

Q. This afternoon is fine. I'm available.

The President. Thanks. I'll ask Jay for your
number. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:24 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to White House Press Sec-
retary James F. “Jay” Carney. He also referred
to S. 3412. A reporter referred to James E.
Holmes, accused gunman in the July 20 shoot-
ings at the Century 16 multiplex in Aurora,
CO. A portion of these remarks could not be
verified because the audio was incomplete.
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Hello, everybody. Hope you guys are all
staying cool. Well, listen, T just wanted to wel-
come these outstanding leaders to the Oval Of-
fice. I want to in particular acknowledge Con-
gressman Howard Berman and Senator Barba-
ra Boxer, who have done outstanding work in
shepherding through this bipartisan piece of
legislation that underscores our unshakeable
commitment to Israel.

As many of you know, I have made it a top
priority for my administration to deepen coop-
eration with Israel across the whole spectrum
of security issues: intelligence, military, tech-
nology. And in many ways, what this legislation
does is bring together all the outstanding coop-
eration that we have seen, really, at an unprec-

* White House correction.

1106

edented level between our two countries that
underscore our unshakeable commitment to
Israel’s security.

I'm also very pleased that this week we are
going to be able to announce $70 million in ad-
ditional spending—$70 billion [million], ex-
cuse me, in additional spending for Iron
Dome. This is a program that has been critical
in terms of providing security and safety for Is-
raeli families. It is a program that has been
tested and has prevented missile strikes inside
of Israel. And it is testimony to the leadership
of the folks sitting here that we’re going to be
able to lock in that funding to assure that that
program continues and that we are standing by
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