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started. And we’ll remind the world why Amer-
ica is the greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless Ameri-
ca.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. at the
Oregon Convention Center. In his remarks,

he referred to Terrence Bean, chair, Oregon
Finance Committee, Democratic National
Committee; and Republican Presidential can-
didate former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Mas-
sachusetts. He also referred to his mother-in-
law Marian Robinson and sister Maya Soeto-
ro-Ng.

Statement on the Death of President John Evans Atta Mills of Ghana

July 24, 2012

It was with great regret that I learned of the
passing of President John Evans Atta Mills of
Ghana. I will always remember my trip to Gha-
na in 2009 and the hospitality that President
Mills and the people of Ghana showed to me,
Michelle, Malia, Sasha, and our entire delega-
tion. I was also pleased to host President Mills
in the Oval Office earlier this year.

President Mills tirelessly worked to improve
the lives of the Ghanaian people. He helped
promote economic growth in Ghana in the
midst of challenging global circumstances and

strengthened Ghana’s strong tradition of de-
mocracy. Under his leadership, the United
States and Ghana deepened our partnership in
the promotion of good governance and eco-
nomic development. He was also a strong ad-
vocate for human rights and for the fair treat-
ment of all Ghanaians. On behalf of the Ameri-
can people, I would like to offer my deepest
condolences to the people of Ghana and reaf-
firm the deep and enduring bonds between
our democracies that President Mills helped to
strengthen.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions of Certain Persons To Undermine the Sovereignty of
Lebanon or Its Democratic Processes or Institutions

July 24, 2012
To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency declared with respect to the actions of
certain persons to undermine the sovereignty
of Lebanon or its democratic processes and in-
stitutions is to continue in effect beyond Au-
gust 1, 2012.
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Certain ongoing activities, such as continu-
ing arms transfers to Hizballah that include in-
creasingly sophisticated weapons systems, un-
dermine Lebanese sovereignty, contribute to
political and economic instability in the region,
and continue to constitute an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States. For these
reasons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency declared
on August 1, 2007, to deal with that threat and
the related measures adopted on that date to
respond to the emergency.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 24, 2012.
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