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started. And we’ll remind the world why Amer-
ica is the greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless Ameri-
ca.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. at the
Oregon Convention Center. In his remarks,

he referred to Terrence Bean, chair, Oregon
Finance Committee, Democratic National
Committee; and Republican Presidential can-
didate former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Mas-
sachusetts. He also referred to his mother-in-
law Marian Robinson and sister Maya Soeto-
ro-Ng. 

Statement on the Death of President John Evans Atta Mills of Ghana
July 24, 2012

It was with great regret that I learned of the
passing of President John Evans Atta Mills of
Ghana. I will always remember my trip to Gha-
na in 2009 and the hospitality that President
Mills and the people of Ghana showed to me,
Michelle, Malia, Sasha, and our entire delega-
tion. I was also pleased to host President Mills
in the Oval Office earlier this year. 

President Mills tirelessly worked to improve
the lives of the Ghanaian people. He helped
promote economic growth in Ghana in the
midst of challenging global circumstances and

strengthened Ghana’s strong tradition of de-
mocracy. Under his leadership, the United
States and Ghana deepened our partnership in
the promotion of good governance and eco-
nomic development. He was also a strong ad-
vocate for human rights and for the fair treat-
ment of all Ghanaians. On behalf of the Ameri-
can people, I would like to offer my deepest
condolences to the people of Ghana and reaf-
firm the deep and enduring bonds between
our democracies that President Mills helped to
strengthen.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions of Certain Persons To Undermine the Sovereignty of
Lebanon or Its Democratic Processes or Institutions
July 24, 2012

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency declared with respect to the actions of
certain persons to undermine the sovereignty
of Lebanon or its democratic processes and in-
stitutions is to continue in effect beyond Au-
gust 1, 2012.

Certain ongoing activities, such as continu-
ing arms transfers to Hizballah that include in-
creasingly sophisticated weapons systems, un-
dermine Lebanese sovereignty, contribute to
political and economic instability in the region,
and continue to constitute an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States. For these
reasons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency declared
on August 1, 2007, to deal with that threat and
the related measures adopted on that date to
respond to the emergency.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 24, 2012.
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NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume. An original was not

available for verification of the content of this
message.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Hunts Point, Wash-
ington
July 24, 2012

Thank you so much. Everybody, have a seat.
It is great to be back in the Pacific Northwest.
And I couldn’t ask for somebody I admire
more to introduce me than Jim Sinegal. And
for him and Jan, they have just been extraordi-
nary friends. They are unbelievably gracious.

And the story of Costco and everything that
you guys have done, I think, is representative
of what America is all about: entrepreneurship,
vision, value for your money—[laughter]—
treating your workers right, doing well and do-
ing good at the same time and being part of a
broader community that takes your responsi-
bilities for this city, this State, and this country
really seriously.

I am so grateful for your support. I do want
to just correct one thing though. When I called
Jim, I said congratulations. I was confident
about the hot dog. [Laughter] You don’t mess
with something if it ain’t broke. [Laughter] But
what I did say was, Jan is probably going to be
driven crazy if you’re just sitting around the
house all day; you need to get involved in the
campaign—[laughter]—because you’re a little
too young to just be puttering around. And for
the two of them to take up this effort with such
energy is something that I will always be grate-
ful for.

There are a couple of other people I want to
acknowledge. Your outstanding Governor,
Christine Gregoire is here. We love her. And
an outstanding Member of Congress, who, like
another guy of similar name, knows something
about how to get the economy growing and
cares about working people, Adam Smith is
here. He was—there he is—somewhere. He’s
here somewhere, I know he is. And all of you
are here.

So because this is not, like, a huge rally,
what I want to do instead of giving a long
speech is spend some time answering some

questions and taking some comments from all
of you. But let me try to just at the top frame, I
think, the choice that the country is going to be
confronting and the debate that we’re going to
be having over the next 3 to 4 months.

As Jim mentioned, when I came into office,
we were going through the worst recession, the
worst financial crisis since the Great Depres-
sion. Lost 800,000 jobs the month I was sworn
into office. And because of some timely—and
not always popular—steps that we took in that
first year, we were able to save an auto indus-
try, get the economy growing within 6 to 8
months of me taking office, started adding jobs
shortly thereafter.

We’ve now seen almost 2½ years of private
sector job growth: about 4.5 million jobs creat-
ed; about half a million in the manufacturing
sector, the fastest growth we’ve seen in the
manufacturing sector since the 1990s. Saved
an auto industry, stabilized the financial sys-
tem. And we have started to see—even in
some sectors that were hardest hit, like hous-
ing—some modest improvement. That’s the
good news. The bad news is that there are still
millions of folks who are out of work, but des-
perately want to work. There are still folks
whose homes are underwater. 

And most importantly, when I ran in 2008,
the goal wasn’t to get back to where we were
right before the crisis struck. The goal was to
restore a sense that in this country, if you work
hard—no matter what you look like or where
you come from—you can get ahead. That you
can afford to own a home. That won’t go bank-
rupt when you get sick. That your kids can get
a good education and go to college and aspire
to things that you never dreamed of. That you
can retire with dignity and respect. That core
middle class dream that some of us may have
exceeded when it comes to our bank accounts,
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