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home value doing? And in that environment,
people are still going through a tough time.

So this is going to be a close race, and it’s go-
ing to be a challenging race. But I am as invigo-
rated and as determined as I've ever been to win
it because I believe that there’s no challenge
that we're facing right now that is not solvable.
The problem is, we’ve got a stalemate in Wash-
ington, and I'm confident that if we break that
stalemate, then the 21st century is going to be
the American century just like the 20th.
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So thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:30 p.m. at the
residence of Wayne Jordan and Quinn Delaney.
In his remarks, he referred to Alice Waters, ex-
ecutive chef and owner, Chez Panisse restau-
rant in Berkeley, CA; White House Trip Direc-
tor Marvin D. Nicholson; and Republican Presi-
dential candidate former Gov. W. Mitt Romney
of Massachusetts. Audio was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the Death of Sally K. Ride

July 23, 2012

Michelle and I were deeply saddened to hear
about the passing of Sally Ride. As the first
American woman to travel into space, Sally was
a national hero and a powerful role model. She
inspired generations of young girls to reach for
the stars and later fought tirelessly to help them

get there by advocating for a greater focus on
science and math in our schools. Sally’s life
showed us that there are no limits to what we
can achieve, and I have no doubt that her lega-
cy will endure for years to come. Our thoughts
and prayers go out to Sally’s family and friends.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Oakland, California

July 23, 2012

The President. Hello, Oakland! Thank you
so much, Oakland. Thank you. Okay, good
night. Thank you. [Laughter] See

Audience member. We love you, President
Obamal

The President. 1 love you back. Thank you.
You know, I might want to just stop here.
[Laughter] What a nice reception. Thank you
so much. It is great to be in Oakland, Califor-
nia. Wonderful to be at the Fox Theater.

There are a couple of people I want to ac-
knowledge. First of all, one of the finest Mem-
bers of Congress we've got, your own Barbara
Lee is in the house. Another outstanding mem-
ber of the California delegation, Pete Stark is
here. Your own mayor, Jean Quan, is here. Le-
disi is in the house. And Nnamdi Asomugha—
now, I know he plays for the Eagles, but he’s
from around here, so you've got to give him a
big round of applause.

Well, Oakland, this is my last political cam-
paign. It is. No, it’s—I promise you—I'm term
limited after this. [Laughter] And because this

is my last political campaign, it’s had me think-
ing these days. You get a little nostalgic, and
you start thinking about your first political
campaigns, when I was running as a State sena-
tor in Illinois and had to xerox my own flyers,
go to Kinko’s. [Laughter] And then, Michelle
and I would go out, and we’d be knocking on
doors on a Saturday morning. And then, when
I ran for the United States Senate, I'd drive all
across Illinois, which isn’t quite as big as Cali-
fornia, but is a big State. And you didn’t have
GPS back then, and I didn’t have Marine
One—T{laughter]—so I'd be driving myself.
Sometimes, I'd have a staffer who would make
me make phone calls while T was driving and,
which was—you’re not supposed to do any-
more, but—[laughter]. And since I didn’t have
GPS, we’d have those maps that you actually
had to fold. Young people wouldn’t understand
this, but you’d have to fold them and then fold
them back again. [Laughter] And T'd get lost,
and, then, once I got to the event, I'd have to
park the car myself. And sometimes, I couldn’t
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