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ports that constitutes support for a person
whose property and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to E.O. 13536 may be sub-
ject to designation pursuant to E.O. 13536, as
amended by the order.

The order was effective at 2:00 p.m. east-
ern daylight time on July 20, 2012. T have del-
egated to the Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, the
authority to take such actions, including the
promulgation of rules and regulations, and to
employ all powers granted to the President by
IEEPA as may be necessary to carry out the
purposes of the order. All agencies of the

The President’'s Weekly Address
July 21, 2012

As many of you know, early on Friday, at
least 12 people were killed when a gunman
opened fire at a movie theater in Aurora, Colo-
rado. Dozens more are being treated for inju-
ries at local hospitals. Some of the victims are
being treated at a children’s hospital.

We're still gathering all the facts about what
happened, but we do know that the police have
one suspect in custody. And the Federal Gov-
ernment stands ready to do everything neces-
sary to bring whoever is responsible for this
heinous crime to justice. We will take every
step possible to ensure the safety of all our
people. And we will stand by our neighbors in
Colorado during this extraordinarily difficult
time.

Even as we come to learn how this hap-
pened and who’s responsible, we may never
understand what leads anyone to terrorize
their fellow human beings. Such evil is sense-
less, beyond reason. But while we will never
know fully what causes someone to take the life
of another, we do know what makes life worth
living.

The people we lost in Aurora loved, and
were loved. They were mothers and fathers,
husbands and wives, sisters and brothers, sons
and daughters, friends and neighbors. They
had hopes for the future and dreams that were
not yet fulfilled. And if there’s anything to take
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United States Government are directed to
take all appropriate measures within their au-
thority to carry out the provisions of the or-
der.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 20, 2012.

NOTE: Executive Order 13620 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

away from this tragedy, it’s a reminder that life
is fragile. Our time here is limited, and it is
precious. And what matters in the end are not
the small and trivial things which so often con-
sume our lives. It’s how we choose to treat one
another and love one another. It’s what we do
on a daily basis to give our lives meaning and to
give our lives purpose. That’s what matters.
That’s why we're here.

I'm sure many of you who are parents had
the same reaction I did when you first heard
this news: What if it had been my daughters at
the theater, doing what young children enjoy
doing every day? Michelle and I will be fortu-
nate enough to hug our girls a little tighter this
weekend, as I'm sure you will do with your
children. But for those parents who may not be
so fortunate, we need to embrace them and let
them know we will be there for them as a na-
tion.

This weekend, T hope everyone takes some
time for prayer and reflection: for the victims
of this terrible tragedy, for the people who
knew them and loved them, for those who are
still struggling to recover, and for all the vic-
tims of less publicized acts of violence that
plague our communities on a daily basis. Let’s
keep all these Americans in our prayers. And to
the people of Aurora, may the Lord bring you
comfort and healing in the hard days to come.
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NOTE: The address was recorded on the after-
noon of July 20 in the Roosevelt Room at the
White House for broadcast on July 21. In the
address, the President referred to James E.
Holmes, suspected gunman in the July 20

Remarks in Aurora, Colorado
July 22, 2012

Good afternoon, everybody. I want to begin
by just thanking all the State, local, and Feder-
al officials who have responded magnificently
to this tragedy.

Governor Hickenlooper, who has already
been dealing with a range of natural disasters
here in the State, has been an extraordinary ex-
ample of strength. The mayor, who has only
been on the job 7 months and obviously has re-
sponded with great strength and leadership.
The police chief, who—we had an opportunity
to speak over the phone—Chief Oates has
been dealing with as difficult a set of circum-
stances as any law enforcement officer deals
with, and he and his officers have done every-
thing right, by the book, with great courage
and great determination. And so we are very
proud of them. And I think I speak for the en-
tire congressional delegation who is here as
well.

Scripture says that:

He will wipe away every tear from their
eyes, and death shall be no more. Neither
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor
pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away.

And when you have an opportunity to visit with
families who have lost their loved ones—as 1
described to them, I come to them not so
much as President as I do as a father and as a
husband. And I think that the reason stories
like this have such an impact on us is because
we can all understand what it would be to have
somebody that we love taken from us in this
fashion, what it would be like, and how it
would impact us.

I had a chance to visit with each family, and
most of the conversation was filled with memo-
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shootings at the Century 16 multiplex in Auro-
ra, CO. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on July 20,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
July 21.

ry. It was an opportunity for families to de-
scribe how wonderful their brother or their son
or daughter was and the lives that they have
touched and the dreams that they held for the
future. I confessed to them that words are al-
ways inadequate in these kinds of situations,
but that my main task was to serve as a repre-
sentative of the entire country and let them
know that we are thinking about them at this
moment and will continue to think about them
each and every day and that the awareness that
not only all of America, but much of the world
is thinking about them, might serve as some
comfort.

I also tried to assure them that although the
perpetrator of this evil act has received a lot of
attention over the last couple of days, that at-
tention will fade away. And in the end, after he
has felt the full force of our justice system,
what will be remembered are the good people
who were impacted by this tragedy.

And T also had a chance to give folks some
hugs and to shed some tears, but also to share
some laughs as they remembered the wonderful
lives that these men and women represented.

I also had a chance, fortunately, to visit
some folks who are going to be okay, thanks to
the extraordinary efforts of the staff at this hos-
pital. And I just want to thank everybody who’s
worked tirelessly here to deal with this tragedy.

Some of the stories are remarkable. You see
young people who've come in and just 2 days
ago or 36 hours ago or even 24 hours ago, it
wasn’t certain whether they’d make it. And
now suddenly, their eyes are open, theyre
alert, and they’re talking. And it reminds you
that even in the darkest of days, life continues
and people are strong and people bounce back
and people are resilient. And particularly, giv-
en the fact that so many of the victims were
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