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in the July 20 shootings at the Century 16 mul-
tiplex in Aurora, CO; Mayor Steven Hogan of

Aurora, CO; and Gov. John W. Hickenlooper
of Colorado.

Statement on the Shootings in Aurora, Colorado
July 20, 2012

Michelle and I are shocked and saddened
by the horrific and tragic shooting in Colora-
do. Federal and local law enforcement are
still responding, and my administration will
do everything that we can to support the
people of Aurora in this extraordinarily diffi-
cult time. We are committed to bringing
whoever was responsible to justice, ensuring
the safety of our people, and caring for those

who have been wounded. As we do when
confronted by moments of darkness and
challenge, we must now come together as
one American family. All of us must have the
people of Aurora in our thoughts and prayers
as they confront the loss of family, friends,
and neighbors, and we must stand together
with them in the challenging hours and days
to come.

Statement on the Observance of Ramadan
July 20, 2012

On behalf of the American people, Michelle
and I extend our warmest wishes to Muslim
Americans and Muslims around the world at
the start of Ramadan. For Muslims, Ramadan
is a time of fasting, prayer, and reflection; a
time of joy and celebration. It’s a time to cher-
ish family, friends, and neighbors and to help
those in need.

This year, Ramadan holds special meaning
for those citizens in the Middle East and North
Africa who are courageously achieving democ-
racy and self-determination and for those who
are still struggling to achieve their universal
rights. The United States continues to stand
with those who seek the chance to decide their
own destiny, to live free from fear and vio-
lence, and to practice their faith freely. Here in

the United States, Ramadan reminds us that
Islam is part of the fabric of our Nation and
that, from public service to business, from
health care and science to the arts, Muslim
Americans help strengthen our country and
enrich our lives.

Even as Ramadan holds profound meaning
for the world’s 1.5 billion Muslims, it is also a
reminder to people of all faiths of our common
humanity and the commitment to justice,
equality, and compassion shared by all great
faiths. In that spirit, I wish Muslims across
America and around the world a blessed
month, and I look forward to again hosting an
iftar dinner here at the White House. Rama-
dan Kareem.

Message to the Congress on Taking Additional Steps To Address the Nation-
al Emergency With Respect to Somalia
July 20, 2012

To the Congress of the United States: 

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA), I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) taking addition-

al steps with respect to the national emergency
declared in Executive Order 13536 of April 12,
2010 (E.O. 13536).

In E.O. 13536, I found that that the deterio-
ration of the security situation and the persis-
tence of violence in Somalia, and acts of piracy
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