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in the July 20 shootings at the Century 16 mul-
tiplex in Aurora, CO; Mayor Steven Hogan of
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Aurora, CO; and Gov. John W. Hickenlooper
of Colorado.

Statement on the Shootings in Aurora, Colorado

July 20, 2012

Michelle and I are shocked and saddened
by the horrific and tragic shooting in Colora-
do. Federal and local law enforcement are
still responding, and my administration will
do everything that we can to support the
people of Aurora in this extraordinarily diffi-
cult time. We are committed to bringing
whoever was responsible to justice, ensuring
the safety of our people, and caring for those

who have been wounded. As we do when
confronted by moments of darkness and
challenge, we must now come together as
one American family. All of us must have the
people of Aurora in our thoughts and prayers
as they confront the loss of family, friends,
and neighbors, and we must stand together
with them in the challenging hours and days
to come.

Statement on the Observance of Ramadan

July 20, 2012

On behalf of the American people, Michelle
and I extend our warmest wishes to Muslim
Americans and Muslims around the world at
the start of Ramadan. For Muslims, Ramadan
is a time of fasting, prayer, and reflection; a
time of joy and celebration. It’s a time to cher-
ish family, friends, and neighbors and to help
those in need.

This year, Ramadan holds special meaning
for those citizens in the Middle East and North
Africa who are courageously achieving democ-
racy and self-determination and for those who
are still struggling to achieve their universal
rights. The United States continues to stand
with those who seek the chance to decide their
own destiny, to live free from fear and vio-
lence, and to practice their faith freely. Here in

the United States, Ramadan reminds us that
Islam is part of the fabric of our Nation and
that, from public service to business, from
health care and science to the arts, Muslim
Americans help strengthen our country and
enrich our lives.

Even as Ramadan holds profound meaning
for the world’s 1.5 billion Muslims, it is also a
reminder to people of all faiths of our common
humanity and the commitment to justice,
equality, and compassion shared by all great
faiths. In that spirit, I wish Muslims across
America and around the world a blessed
month, and I look forward to again hosting an
iftar dinner here at the White House. Rama-
dan Kareem.

Message to the Congress on Taking Additional Steps To Address the Nation-
al Emergency With Respect to Somalia

July 20, 2012
To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA), T hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) taking addition-

al steps with respect to the national emergency
declared in Executive Order 13536 of April 12,
2010 (E.O. 13536).

In E.O. 13536, I found that that the deterio-
ration of the security situation and the persis-
tence of violence in Somalia, and acts of piracy
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and armed robbery at sea off the coast of So-
malia, which have repeatedly been the subject
of United Nations Security Council resolu-
tions, and violations of the arms embargo im-
posed by the United Nations Security Council
in Resolution 733 of January 23, 1992, and
elaborated upon and amended by subsequent
resolutions, constitute an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. To address
that threat, E.O. 13536 blocks the property
and interests in property of persons listed in
the Annex to E.O. 13536 or determined by the
Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with
the Secretary of State, to meet criteria speci-
fied in E.O. 13536.

In view of United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2036 of February 22, 2012, and
Resolution 2002 of July 29, 2011, T am issuing
the order to take additional steps to deal with
the national emergency declared in E.O. 13536
and to address exports of charcoal from Soma-
lia, which generate significant revenue for al-
Shabaab; the misappropriation of Somali public
assets; and certain acts of violence committed
against civilians in Somalia, all of which con-
tribute to the deterioration of the security situa-
tion and the persistence of violence in Somalia.

The order prohibits the importation into the
United States, directly or indirectly, of charcoal
from Somalia. It also amends the designation
criteria specified in E.O. 13536. As amended
by the order, E.O. 13536 provides for the des-
ignation of persons determined by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, to:

* have engaged in acts that directly or indi-
rectly threaten the peace, security, or stabil-
ity of Somalia, including but not limited to:

o acts that threaten the Djibouti Agreement
of August 18, 2008, or the political
process;

o acts that threaten the Transitional Federal
Institutions or future Somali governing
institutions, the African Union Mission in
Somalia (AMISOM), or other future
international ~ peacekeeping operations
related to Somalia; or
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© acts to misappropriate Somali public
assets;

¢ have obstructed the delivery of humani-
tarian assistance to Somalia, or access to,
or distribution of, humanitarian assis-
tance in Somalia;

¢ have directly or indirectly supplied, sold
or transferred to Somalia, or to have
been the recipient in the territory of So-
malia of, arms or any related materiel, or
any technical advice, training, or assis-
tance, including financing and financial
assistance, related to military activities;

* be responsible for or complicit in, or re-
sponsible for ordering, controlling, or
otherwise directing, or to have participat-
ed in, the commission of acts of violence
targeting civilians in Somalia, including
killing and maiming, sexual and gender-
based violence, attacks on schools and
hospitals, taking hostages, and forced dis-
placement;

* be a political or military leader recruiting or
using children in armed conflict in Somalia;

e have engaged, directly or indirectly, in
the import or export of charcoal from So-
malia on or after February 22, 2012;

¢ have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, logistical or
technical support for, or goods or servic-
es in support of, the activities described
above or any person whose property and
interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to E.O. 13536; or

¢ be owned or controlled by, or to have act-
ed or purported to act for or on behalf of,
directly or indirectly, any person whose
property and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to E.O. 13536.

The designation criteria will be applied in
accordance with applicable Federal law includ-
ing, where appropriate, the First Amendment
to the United States Constitution. In view of
United Nations Security Council Resolution
2002 of July 29, 2011, persons who engage in
non-local commerce via al-Shabaab-controlled



ports that constitutes support for a person
whose property and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to E.O. 13536 may be sub-
ject to designation pursuant to E.O. 13536, as
amended by the order.

The order was effective at 2:00 p.m. east-
ern daylight time on July 20, 2012. T have del-
egated to the Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, the
authority to take such actions, including the
promulgation of rules and regulations, and to
employ all powers granted to the President by
IEEPA as may be necessary to carry out the
purposes of the order. All agencies of the

The President’'s Weekly Address
July 21, 2012

As many of you know, early on Friday, at
least 12 people were killed when a gunman
opened fire at a movie theater in Aurora, Colo-
rado. Dozens more are being treated for inju-
ries at local hospitals. Some of the victims are
being treated at a children’s hospital.

We're still gathering all the facts about what
happened, but we do know that the police have
one suspect in custody. And the Federal Gov-
ernment stands ready to do everything neces-
sary to bring whoever is responsible for this
heinous crime to justice. We will take every
step possible to ensure the safety of all our
people. And we will stand by our neighbors in
Colorado during this extraordinarily difficult
time.

Even as we come to learn how this hap-
pened and who’s responsible, we may never
understand what leads anyone to terrorize
their fellow human beings. Such evil is sense-
less, beyond reason. But while we will never
know fully what causes someone to take the life
of another, we do know what makes life worth
living.

The people we lost in Aurora loved, and
were loved. They were mothers and fathers,
husbands and wives, sisters and brothers, sons
and daughters, friends and neighbors. They
had hopes for the future and dreams that were
not yet fulfilled. And if there’s anything to take

Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / July 21

United States Government are directed to
take all appropriate measures within their au-
thority to carry out the provisions of the or-
der.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 20, 2012.

NOTE: Executive Order 13620 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

away from this tragedy, it’s a reminder that life
is fragile. Our time here is limited, and it is
precious. And what matters in the end are not
the small and trivial things which so often con-
sume our lives. It’s how we choose to treat one
another and love one another. It’s what we do
on a daily basis to give our lives meaning and to
give our lives purpose. That’s what matters.
That’s why we're here.

I'm sure many of you who are parents had
the same reaction I did when you first heard
this news: What if it had been my daughters at
the theater, doing what young children enjoy
doing every day? Michelle and I will be fortu-
nate enough to hug our girls a little tighter this
weekend, as I'm sure you will do with your
children. But for those parents who may not be
so fortunate, we need to embrace them and let
them know we will be there for them as a na-
tion.

This weekend, T hope everyone takes some
time for prayer and reflection: for the victims
of this terrible tragedy, for the people who
knew them and loved them, for those who are
still struggling to recover, and for all the vic-
tims of less publicized acts of violence that
plague our communities on a daily basis. Let’s
keep all these Americans in our prayers. And to
the people of Aurora, may the Lord bring you
comfort and healing in the hard days to come.
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