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find. But what they knew was there was some-
thing special about this country.

Audience members. Yes!

The President. And so no matter how hard it
was, no matter how tough, they just kept on
going. They kept on working. And they under-
stood that this was a country where people
were free to pursue their own individual
dreams, but that people would still come to-
gether as a country.

I was saying the other day, we take pride in
individual initiative, and like I said, we don’t
like handouts. We don’t expect government to
solve every problem, and we don’t think the
government should help people who don’t
want to even help themselves. But we also re-
member that that GI bill that educated so
many people, we did that together. Hoover
Dam, Golden Gate Bridge, we built together.
The Internet we—was created because of in-
vestments that we made together. That's how
we sent a man to the Moon, together.

And so we are not going to abandon those
values and those traditions that ultimately
made this, the country that we love. So when
we tap into those values, those things we know
that are right and that are true, then all that
other money and all that negativity doesn’t
matter. All that stuff, that’s not going to impact
the election. It’s going to be up to you. The
choice is going to be up to you. And if-

Audience member. We choose you.

The President. And if you are ready to work,
then I'm confident about this election, I feel
good about it because you are going to break
this stalemate and get things back on track.

Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / July 20

In 2008, I told you I'm not a perfect man—
Michelle could have told you that—[laugh-
ter]—and I said T wouldn’t be a perfect Presi-
dent. No President is. But what I said was I'd
always tell you where I stood, I'd always tell
you what I thought, and most importantly, I'd
wake up every single day fighting as hard as I
knew how for you. Fighting for you. Thinking
about you.

Because I see myself in you. I see myself, I
see my grandparents, I see my own kids in you.
We're a part of that same story. And so, when
I'm fighting for you, I'm fighting for my kids
and their future. And that’s why I've been able
to keep that promise, because I still believe in
you. And if you still believe in me and you are
willing to stand with me and work with me and
knock on doors with me and make phone calls
with me, I promise you, we will win Florida,
we will win this election, and together, we will
finish what we started and remind the world
why America is the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you, everybody. God bless the

United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:45 p.m. at
Century Village, West Palm Beach. In his re-
marks, he referred to David Israel, president,
United Civic Organization, Century Village,
West Palm Beach; and Republican Presiden-
tial candidate former Gov. W. Mitt Romney
of Massachusetts. He also referred to his sis-
ter Maya Soetoro-Ng, mother-in-law Marian
Robinson, and brother-in-law Craig M. Rob-
inson.

Remarks on the Shootings in Aurora, Colorado, From Fort Meyers, Florida

July 20, 2012

The President. Thank you. Well, let me, first
of all, say how grateful T am for all of you being
here and how much we appreciate everything
that you've done. I know that there are a lot of
people here who have been so engaged in the
campaign, have sacrificed so much, people
who’ve been involved back since 2007. And so
I want all of you to know how appreciative I
am.

And I know many of you came here today
for a campaign event. I was looking forward to
having a fun conversation with you about some
really important matters that we face as a
country and the differences between myself
and my opponent in this election. But this
morning, we woke up to news of a tragedy that
reminds us of all the ways that we are united as
one American family.
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By now, many of you know, many of you
have heard that a few miles outside of Denver
in a town called Aurora, at least 12 people were
killed when a gunman opened fire in a movie
theater and dozens more are being treated for
injuries at a local hospital. Some of the victims
are being treated at a children’s hospital.

We're still gathering all the facts about what
happened in Aurora, but what we do know is
that the police have one suspect in custody.
And the Federal Government stands ready to
do whatever is necessary to bring whoever is
responsible for this heinous crime to justice.
And we will take every step possible to ensure
the safety of all of our people.

We're going to stand by our neighbors in
Colorado during this extraordinarily difficult
time. And I had a chance to speak with the
mayor of Aurora as well as the Governor of
Colorado to express, not just on behalf of Mi-
chelle and myself, but the entire American
family, how heartbroken we are.

Now, even as we learn how this happened
and who’s responsible, we may never under-
stand what leads anybody to terrorize their fel-
low human beings like this. Such violence,
such evil is senseless. It’s beyond reason. But
while we will never know fully what causes
somebody to take the life of another, we do
know what makes life worth living. The people
we lost in Aurora loved, and they were loved.
They were mothers and fathers. They were
husbands and wives, sisters and brothers, sons
and daughters, friends and neighbors. They
had hopes for the future, and they had dreams
that were not yet fulfilled.

And if there’s anything to take away from
this tragedy, it’s the reminder that life is very
fragile. Our time here is limited, and it is pre-
cious. And what matters at the end of the day is
not the small things, it’s not the trivial things,
which so often consume us and our daily lives.
Ultimately, it’s how we choose to treat one an-
other and how we love one another.

It’s what we do on a daily basis to give our
lives meaning and to give our lives purpose.
That’s what matters. At the end of the day,
what we’ll remember will be those we loved
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and what we did for others. That's why we’re
here.

I'm sure that many of you who are parents
here had the same reaction that I did when I
heard this news. My daughters go to the mov-
ies. What if Malia and Sasha had been at the
theater, as so many of our kids do every day?
Michelle and I will be fortunate enough to hug
our girls a little tighter tonight, and I'm sure
you will do the same with your children. But
for those parents who may not be so lucky, we
have to embrace them and let them know we
will be there for them as a nation.

So again, I am so grateful that all of you are
here. I am so moved by your support. But
there are going to be other days for politics.
This, I think, is a day for prayer and reflec-
tion.

For—applause]—so what T'd ask every-
body to do, I'd like us to pause in a moment of
silence for the victims of this terrible tragedy,
for the people who knew them and loved
them, for those who are still struggling to re-
cover, and for all the victims of less publicized
acts of violence that plague our communities
every single day. So if everybody can just take

a moment.

[At this point, the President observed a mo-
ment of silence.]

The President. Thank you, everybody. I
hope all of you will keep the people of Aurora
in your hearts and minds today. May the Lord
bring them comfort and healing in hard days to
come.

I am grateful to all of you, and I hope that as
a consequence of today’s events, as you leave
here, you spend a little time thinking about the
incredible blessings that God has given us.

Audience member. We love you, Obamal!

The President. Thank you very much, every-
body. God bless you. God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:44 a.m. at
the Harborside Event Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Republican Presidential candi-
date former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massa-
chusetts; James E. Holmes, suspected gunman



in the July 20 shootings at the Century 16 mul-
tiplex in Aurora, CO; Mayor Steven Hogan of
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Aurora, CO; and Gov. John W. Hickenlooper
of Colorado.

Statement on the Shootings in Aurora, Colorado

July 20, 2012

Michelle and I are shocked and saddened
by the horrific and tragic shooting in Colora-
do. Federal and local law enforcement are
still responding, and my administration will
do everything that we can to support the
people of Aurora in this extraordinarily diffi-
cult time. We are committed to bringing
whoever was responsible to justice, ensuring
the safety of our people, and caring for those

who have been wounded. As we do when
confronted by moments of darkness and
challenge, we must now come together as
one American family. All of us must have the
people of Aurora in our thoughts and prayers
as they confront the loss of family, friends,
and neighbors, and we must stand together
with them in the challenging hours and days
to come.

Statement on the Observance of Ramadan

July 20, 2012

On behalf of the American people, Michelle
and I extend our warmest wishes to Muslim
Americans and Muslims around the world at
the start of Ramadan. For Muslims, Ramadan
is a time of fasting, prayer, and reflection; a
time of joy and celebration. It’s a time to cher-
ish family, friends, and neighbors and to help
those in need.

This year, Ramadan holds special meaning
for those citizens in the Middle East and North
Africa who are courageously achieving democ-
racy and self-determination and for those who
are still struggling to achieve their universal
rights. The United States continues to stand
with those who seek the chance to decide their
own destiny, to live free from fear and vio-
lence, and to practice their faith freely. Here in

the United States, Ramadan reminds us that
Islam is part of the fabric of our Nation and
that, from public service to business, from
health care and science to the arts, Muslim
Americans help strengthen our country and
enrich our lives.

Even as Ramadan holds profound meaning
for the world’s 1.5 billion Muslims, it is also a
reminder to people of all faiths of our common
humanity and the commitment to justice,
equality, and compassion shared by all great
faiths. In that spirit, I wish Muslims across
America and around the world a blessed
month, and I look forward to again hosting an
iftar dinner here at the White House. Rama-
dan Kareem.

Message to the Congress on Taking Additional Steps To Address the Nation-
al Emergency With Respect to Somalia

July 20, 2012
To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA), T hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) taking addition-

al steps with respect to the national emergency
declared in Executive Order 13536 of April 12,
2010 (E.O. 13536).

In E.O. 13536, I found that that the deterio-
ration of the security situation and the persis-
tence of violence in Somalia, and acts of piracy

1065



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T08:59:58-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




