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Ashley Field, forward, Odyssey Sims, Terran
Condrey, and Lindsay Palmer, guards, and

Cherrish Wallace, student assistant, Baylor
University women’s basketball team.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Burgas, Bulgaria
July 18, 2012

I strongly condemn today’s barbaric terrorist
attack on Israelis in Bulgaria. My thoughts and
prayers are with the families of those killed and
injured and with the people of Israel, Bulgaria,
and any other nation whose citizens were
harmed in this awful event. These attacks
against innocent civilians, including children,
are completely outrageous. The United States

will stand with our allies and provide whatever
assistance is necessary to identify and bring to
justice the perpetrators of this attack. As Israel
has tragically once more been a target of ter-
rorism, the United States reaffirms our un-
shakeable commitment to Israel’s security and
our deep friendship and solidarity with the Is-
raeli people.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Significant Transnational Criminal Organizations
July 18, 2012

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within the 90-day period prior to the anni-
versary date of its declaration, the President
publishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the emer-
gency is to continue in effect beyond the anni-
versary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent to the Federal Register for publica-
tion the enclosed notice stating that the nation-
al emergency declared in Executive Order
13581 of July 24, 2011, is to continue in effect
beyond July 24, 2012.

The activities of significant transnational
criminal organizations have reached such
scope and gravity that they threaten the stabili-
ty of international political and economic sys-
tems. Such organizations are becoming in-
creasingly sophisticated and dangerous to the
United States; they are increasingly en-
trenched in the operations of foreign govern-

ments and the international financial system,
thereby weakening democratic institutions, de-
grading the rule of law, and undermining eco-
nomic markets. These organizations facilitate
and aggravate violent civil conflicts and in-
creasingly facilitate the activities of other dan-
gerous persons.

The activities of significant transnational
criminal organizations continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States. Therefore, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order 13581
with respect to significant transnational crimi-
nal organizations.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 18, 2012.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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