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of all backgrounds who strive for dignity, jus-
tice, and freedom.

Nelson Mandela’s personal story is one of
unbreakable will, unwavering integrity, and
abiding humility. On a personal note, our
family has been inspired by Madiba’s exam-
ple and has deeply appreciated the time we
have spent with him and his wisdom, grace
and generosity of spirit. By any measure,
Nelson Mandela has changed the arc of histo-
ry, transforming his country, continent, and
the world.

In 2009, the United States joined 192 Unit-
ed Nations member states in the creation of

Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / July 17

Nelson Mandela International Day. On this
important occasion, we honor Madiba’s com-
mitment to service and the betterment of our
communities. There is no more fitting tribute
to a man who has demonstrated to the world
the extraordinary power of nonviolence, of tol-
erance, and of unwavering service to our fellow
men and women.

NOTE: The statement referred to former Presi-
dent Nelson R. Mandela of South Africa. This
statement was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary as a statement by the President
and the First Lady.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor

July 17, 2012
To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent the enclosed notice to the Federal Regis-
ter for publication stating that the national
emergency and related measures dealing with
the former Liberian regime of Charles Taylor
are to continue in effect beyond July 22, 2012.

Although Liberia has made advances to pro-
mote democracy, and the Special Court for Si-
erra Leone recently convicted Charles Taylor
for war crimes and crimes against humanity,
the actions and policies of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor and other persons, in

particular their unlawful depletion of Liberian
resources and their removal from Liberia and
secreting of Liberian funds and property,
could still challenge Liberia’s efforts to
strengthen its democracy and the orderly de-
velopment of its political, administrative, and
economic institutions and resources. These ac-
tions and policies continue to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the foreign policy
of the United States. For this reason, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency with respect to the former
Liberian regime of Charles Taylor.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 17, 2012.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Austin, Texas

July 17, 2012

Thank you, everybody! Thank you. Every-
body, please have a seat. Let me begin by just
reemphasizing—in case you haven’t heard me

say it before—I love Austin, Texas. Love Aus-
tin! And some of it is the music, and some of it
is all the extraordinary businesses that are being
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