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of all backgrounds who strive for dignity, jus-
tice, and freedom.

Nelson Mandela’s personal story is one of
unbreakable will, unwavering integrity, and
abiding humility. On a personal note, our
family has been inspired by Madiba’s exam-
ple and has deeply appreciated the time we
have spent with him and his wisdom, grace
and generosity of spirit. By any measure,
Nelson Mandela has changed the arc of histo-
ry, transforming his country, continent, and
the world.

In 2009, the United States joined 192 Unit-
ed Nations member states in the creation of
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Nelson Mandela International Day. On this
important occasion, we honor Madiba’s com-
mitment to service and the betterment of our
communities. There is no more fitting tribute
to a man who has demonstrated to the world
the extraordinary power of nonviolence, of tol-
erance, and of unwavering service to our fellow
men and women.

NOTE: The statement referred to former Presi-
dent Nelson R. Mandela of South Africa. This
statement was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary as a statement by the President
and the First Lady.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor

July 17, 2012
To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent the enclosed notice to the Federal Regis-
ter for publication stating that the national
emergency and related measures dealing with
the former Liberian regime of Charles Taylor
are to continue in effect beyond July 22, 2012.

Although Liberia has made advances to pro-
mote democracy, and the Special Court for Si-
erra Leone recently convicted Charles Taylor
for war crimes and crimes against humanity,
the actions and policies of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor and other persons, in

particular their unlawful depletion of Liberian
resources and their removal from Liberia and
secreting of Liberian funds and property,
could still challenge Liberia’s efforts to
strengthen its democracy and the orderly de-
velopment of its political, administrative, and
economic institutions and resources. These ac-
tions and policies continue to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the foreign policy
of the United States. For this reason, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency with respect to the former
Liberian regime of Charles Taylor.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 17, 2012.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Austin, Texas

July 17, 2012

Thank you, everybody! Thank you. Every-
body, please have a seat. Let me begin by just
reemphasizing—in case you haven’t heard me

say it before—I love Austin, Texas. Love Aus-
tin! And some of it is the music, and some of it
is all the extraordinary businesses that are being
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started here and UT and all that. The main rea-
son I love Austin is because I've got so many
good friends in Austin. And I am so grateful to
all of you for taking the time to be here.

Now, I have to confess, I told Tom I was re-
ally interested in just seeing the bats fly out.
[Laughter] But apparently, Secret Service has
decided we've got to keep all the screens
down. I may still try to take a peek later.
[Laughter]

But there are a couple of people I want to
acknowledge. First of all, obviously, Tom and
Lynn, these guys have been there since the be-
ginning. They were there in some of my first
events in Texas, first events of my Presidential
campaign. They have been stalwart friends for
many years now. And their entire family have
just been wonderful. T appreciate every single
one of you. And I can’t thank you enough, not
just for opening your home up today, but also
for opening up your hearts to me for so many
years. Please give them a big round of ap-
plause. I'm grateful.

A couple other people I just want to men-
tion. Kirk Rudy has been just as tireless. He
was at the same first luncheon that I met Tom
at and has been our Deputy Finance Chair. So
we are grateful to him. I've got a number of
other National Finance Committee members
who are here. You know who you are, and I
just want to say thank you to all of you.

And finally, you've got a hometown boy who
has been doing great work promoting Ameri-
can business all around the world. I'm a little
annoyed at him because we played golf on
Sunday. He was my partner, and we were up,
and on the 18th hole, he hit it into the sand
trap and couldn’t get out. [Laughter] And I lost
money as a consequence. But despite that fact,
I am so grateful that Texas sent Washington
Ron Kirk, because he doing a great job. He’s
doing a great job.

So in a relatively intimate setting like this, I
want to spend most of my time answering
questions and having conversation as opposed
to making a long speech. So let me just say a
few things at the top and then we’ll open it up.

First of all, when I think about some of
those early events that we had here in Austin
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and around the country back in 2007, 2008, the
reason I ran and the reason I think so many of
you supported me was because we had a cer-
tain vision of what makes America great. And it
doesn’t just have to do with the height of our
skyscrapers or the power of our military, but it
has to do with this basic idea that here in this
country, if you work hard, you can make it. It
doesn’t matter what you look like, where you
come from, what your last name is—that if you
apply yourself and take responsibility for not
just yourself, but your family and your commu-
nity and your country, that you can succeed.
And we felt as if that basic bargain that built
the largest middle class in history and made us
an economic superpower, that that was fading
away for too many people. And this was before
the financial crisis hit.

For the last 3% years, obviously, we’ve been
occupied with trying to restore what had been
lost during that crisis: millions of people who
had lost jobs, people whose homes were un-
derwater, businesses that had had to shut
down. And we made progress: 4.5 million jobs;
500,000 new manufacturing jobs, the most
since the 1990s; the financial system. We were
able to right the ship. But our goal wasn’t just
to recover from the crisis. Our goal was to deal
with these longstanding problems that had
been holding us back for too long.

We have made progress, but we still got a lot
more work to do. And what we’re seeing in this
election, I think, is in some ways a culmination
of a debate that’s been going on now for a de-
cade about how this country grows and how it
succeeds. And the vision—the contrast in vi-
sions between the two candidates could not be
more stark in this election; in some ways, more
stark than it was in 2008. I mean, John McCain
believed in campaign finance reform. He be-
lieved in climate change. He believed in
science. [Laughter] No—I mean, when I speak
about climate change, I mean, I think that’s—I
pay attention to scientists. He believed in im-
migration reform.

And right now what we've seen is just a
much more sharp division in terms of how we
should move this country forward. And so, in
some ways, this election I think is more impor-




tant than in 2008, and it’s going to be a very
close election.

The good news is that the vision that we
share for the country—one in which we're in-
vesting in education and building our transpor-
tation networks and our infrastructure and in-
vesting in science and research, and balancing
our budget and reducing our debt and deficits
in ways that are balanced so that we are think-
ing about future generations and we're asking
everybody to do their fair share, including those
of us who have been incredibly blessed by this
Nation—it turns out that that vision is one that
a lot of Americans believe in. And I have confi-
dence that it’s the right vision for the country.

The challenge is, is that we're still recovering
from this enormous, catastrophic economic cri-
sis, and so people feel—even if they may prefer
our vision—frustrated with the fact that the
economy hasn’t grown as fast and not every-
body has gotten their jobs back that were lost
during that recession. And so that creates noise,
and it allows the other side not to present any-
thing new, but rather to simply argue over and
over again that the economy is not where it
needs to be and it's Obama’s fault. And if you
summarize all the negative ads that are being
run, that’s essentially the message. It’s not that
there’s particular persuasive power in the other
side’s arguments about how they’d fix the econ-
omy. It’s simply they want to make this a refer-
endum on the current state of affairs.

So we're going to have to fight hard. We're
going to have to work hard. Now, I have to ad-
mit to you that Texas is not yet a battleground

Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / July 18

State. [Laughter] 1 believe it will be. I have
confidence in that. But I think that it is going
to take a little bit of time.

In the meantime, there is still an awful lot of
people here in this room, and a lot of people
here in Texas, who care about making sure that
people don’t go bankrupt when they get sick
and care about keeping women’s health in the
hands of women and care about having a smart
foreign policy and care about having compre-
hensive immigration reform. And you can make
an enormous difference in this campaign.

I note that as I was taking photos, some of
you have dispatched your children to work in
Pennsylvania, in Virginia, in some of the bat-
tleground States. All of you are making enor-
mous contributions to the campaign. I just
want you guys to know that if we stay with this
and we work hard, we're going to win this
thing, because I have confidence in the Amer-
ican people and their core decency and their
good instincts. And if we stay on this, then
we’re going to succeed not just over the next 4
years, but I think we’ll set the tone and the
track for America’s success for the next sever-
al decades.

So thank you very much for all that you do. I
appreciate it. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:14 p.m. at the
residence of Thomas J. and Lynn Meredith. In
his remarks, he referred to 2008 Republican
Presidential nominee Sen. John S. McCain III.
Audio was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks Honoring the NCAA Women’s Basketball Champion Baylor Uni-

versity Lady Bears
July 18, 2012

The President. Thank you. Everybody,
please have a seat. Welcome to the White
House, everybody. And congratulations to the
Baylor Lady Bears on their undefeated season
and second national championship.

There are some proud Members of Con-
gress who are here today. We've got a bunch of
proud Texans in the house.

I want to thank all the outstanding young
women who are behind me and the coach for
making my bracket look good, at least on the
women’s side. [Laughter] I picked Baylor over
Notre Dame, but I have to say, I wasn’t the on-
ly one. It wasn’t that hard. [Laughter] Because
if there’s one thing to describe this team, it was
“dominant.”
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