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or factories or mills or mines—when the
American people tap into what is true and
good, that grit and determination and just
neighborliness that built this country, you guys
can’t be stopped. It doesn’t matter how much
money the other side spends, you can’t be
stopped.

And so the question’s going to be, how bad
do we want it? How bad are we willing to work
for it? The—how committed are we to making
sure that our kids get a great education? How
committed are we to make sure that Social Se-
curity and Medicare are there for folks in the
future? How committed are we to make sure
that our veterans, who have served us valiantly,
that we’re serving them as well as they’ve
served us? How committed are we to bringing
down our deficit in a balanced way? How com-
mitted are we to continuing to invest in science
and research? How committed are we to that
basic American bargain that says if you work
hard, you can get ahead?

In 2008, I tried to just make promises that I
could keep. And one of those promises, I said
to you, I’m not a perfect man and I—[laugh-
ter]—I promise, talk to Michelle now—[laugh-
ter]—not a perfect man. I said I wouldn’t be a
perfect President. But what I said was that I
would always tell you where I stood, I’d always
tell you what I thought, and I would spend ev-

ery single waking hour, as long as I had the
privilege of being your President, fighting for
you, thinking about you. Because in you, I saw
me. In you, I saw my family. If I—in your
grandparents, I saw my grandparents. In your
kids, I see my kids.

Because of you, because of my faith in you,
through all the ups and downs, I can say I have
kept that promise. And if you still believe in
me, if you’re willing to stand up with me, if
you’re willing to knock on doors for me and
make phone calls for me and talk to your
friends and neighbors for me and mobilize and
organize, then we will finish what we started in
2008. And we will build this middle class and
grow this economy so it works for everybody.
And we will remind the world why the United
States of America is the greatest nation on
Earth.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. at the
Austin Music Hall. In his remarks, he referred
to his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng, mother-in-law
Marian Robinson, and brother-in-law Craig M.
Robinson; and Republican Presidential candi-
date former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massa-
chusetts.

Statement on Extending Health Insurance Coverage to Federal Firefighters
July 17, 2012

Starting today, the brave men and women of
our Nation’s Federal firefighting forces, as well
as their families, will have access to the health
coverage they deserve. Their heroism in bat-
tling the deadly fires that have impacted States
across the country this summer inspires us all.

Each day, these Americans put themselves in
grave danger to save the lives of people they
never met, which is why I directed my admin-
istration to ensure that our Nation’s firefighters
can count on the care and protection they
need.

Statement on Nelson Mandela International Day
July 17, 2012

On behalf of the people of the United
States, we would like to extend our heartfelt
congratulations to Nelson Mandela on the oc-
casion of his 94th birthday and the fourth an-

nual Nelson Mandela International Day. Man-
dela’s extraordinary life and steadfast commit-
ment to the principles of democracy and rec-
onciliation continues to be a beacon for people


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T08:59:51-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




