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about. When you decide we’re going to move
forward, we move forward.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. So, Virginia, if you believe, as
I do, in an economy where everybody gets a
fair shot and everybody does their fair share
and everybody has the same set—playing by
the same set of rules; if you believe, as I be-
lieve, that we’re in this together, that for all our
individual initiative and all our self-reliance,
there are some things we do best together, that
that’s how we educated a generation on the GI
bill, that’s how we built the Hoover Dam and
the Golden Gate Bridge, that’s how we sent a
man to the Moon, that’s how we invented the
Internet; if you believe that we rise or fall to-
gether as one people, then I’m confident we’re
going to win. I’m confident we will be success-
ful.

And I want to remind you, back in 2008, I
tried to keep my promises to ones that I could
keep. I said I’d end the war in Iraq; I ended
the war in Iraq. I said that I’d make sure mid-
dle class families weren’t getting hit by higher
taxes; your taxes have gone down an average of
$3,600. But my most important promise was
telling you that I wasn’t a perfect man—Mi-
chelle could have told you that—[laughter]—

that I wasn’t a perfect President, but that I’d
always tell you where I stood, I’d always tell
you what I thought, and I would spend every
single waking moment as President fighting as
hard as I knew how for you.

Because I saw myself in you, Because when
I see your grandparents, I see my grandpar-
ents. When I see your children, I see my chil-
dren. Because I have faith and confidence in
you, the American people.

I have kept that promise. I believe in you.
And if you still believe me, and you’re willing
to stand up and fight for it, we’ll finish what we
started in 2008 and remind the world why the
United States of America is the greatest nation
on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:17 p.m. at
Centreville High School. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Stratton Shartel, teacher, Annandale
High School in Annandale, VA; and Republi-
can Presidential candidate former Gov. W.
Mitt Romney of Massachusetts. He also re-
ferred to his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng, mother-
in-law Marian Robinson, and brother-in-law
Craig M. Robinson.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally and a Question-and-Answer Session in Cincin-
nati, Ohio
July 16, 2012

The President. Hello, Cincinnati! Well, it is
good to be back! Everybody, please have a seat
if you’ve got a seat. [Laughter] I think most peo-
ple have a seat here. It is great to see all of you.

I want to acknowledge—first of all, I want to
make sure that I acknowledge your outstand-
ing mayor: Mark Mallory is in the house!
Where is he? He was around here somewhere.
There he is right there. Good to see you.

Now, I know that some of you think that I
came to this music hall to sing. [Laughter] But
I have to tell you, there’s no concert tonight—
[laughter]—or at least not this afternoon.
There may be a concert tonight. Michelle has

told me I should not be singing in public all the
time. [Laughter]

Audience member. It’s my birthday!
The President. Well, it’s—happy birthday.

Should we—what’s your name?
Audience member. Adam.
The President. Adam? How old are you, Ad-

am?
Audience member. I’m 18 today.
The President. All right. Let’s sing “Happy

Birthday” to Adam then. We can sing.

[At this point, the President led the audience in
singing “Happy Birthday.”]
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The President. Hey! All right. So there was a
concert after all.

Audience member. I’m 101 years old!
The President. There you go. Let’s give a

round of—what’s your name, sir?
Audience member. Dr. H.L. Harvey.
The President. Okay. [Laughter] Dr. Har-

vey, happy—it’s not your birthday, but just
congratulations on being 101. Dr. Harvey looks
good. I’ve got to follow him around and see
what he eats. [Laughter] So I’m going to eat
what he eats.

And—okay, you guys—105 right here! Dr.
Harvey, you’re—105? [Laughter] What’s that
sweet lady’s name?

Audience member. Margaret Harris.
The President. Margaret Harris is 105 years

old. God bless her.
Audience member. Hundred-and-six next

month.
The President. Hundred-and-six next month.

She’s beautiful.
Well, it’s so nice to—I guess folks do pretty

good down here in Cincinnati. [Laughter]
You’ve got 105, 101——

Audience member. I’m 93.
The President. Ninety-three, okay. [Laugh-

ter] God bless you. We love you too. [Laugh-
ter] Anybody else over a hundred? You’re not
over a hundred. All right. No more birthdays;
that’s it. [Laughter]

Now, today——
Audience member. Are you going to sing?
The President. No, I’m not going to sing.

[Laughter] No Al Green.
Today we are turning this beautiful music

hall into a town hall. So I’m not going to take
too much time up front. I want to spend as
much time as possible answering some of your
questions and getting your comments. But I do
want to just say a few things about what’s at
stake here.

Four years ago, we came together: Demo-
crats, but also Independents and Republicans,
who were interested in restoring the basic bar-
gain that made America the greatest nation on
Earth. We’ve got so much to be thankful for:
incredible land and an incredible military. Our
men and women in uniform, they do so much

for us all the time. And there’s obviously great
wealth in this Nation. But what really sets us
apart has always been that we’ve got the great-
est middle class and a basic idea that’s at the
heart of this country that says if you work hard,
then you can get ahead; if you’re responsible,
then you can live out your dreams. You’re not
confined to the circumstances of your birth.

A basic belief that if you’re doing what you
need to do—because we’re not a country that
believes in handouts, we believe in working for
what we get—that you’re able to find a job that
supports a family, get a home that you can call
your own; that you’re able to send your kids to
get a good education and, hopefully, allow
them to go to college and they can achieve and
succeed in ways you might not have even imag-
ined; that you won’t go bankrupt when you get
sick; that you’ll be able to retire with dignity
and respect. That’s the idea that built this
country. That’s the idea that turned us into a
economic powerhouse.

And what we saw for about a decade before
I took office was the sense that that dream was
slipping away from too many people, because
people were working harder, but they were
getting less. Incomes and wages were flatlin-
ing, while the cost of everything from college
to health care to groceries to gas were all going
up.

So our goal was to turn this around, and we
knew it wouldn’t be easy. We knew that it
might take more than one term, maybe more
than one President. But we knew that we had
to get started to reclaim this dream.

And then, what we discovered was that be-
cause of irresponsibility, because of economic
policies that had failed and a lack of oversight
when it came to regulations, we inherited the
worst financial crisis and the worst economic
crisis since the Great Depression. And millions
of people were hurt: lost their jobs, lost their
homes, lost their savings. And a lot of folks are
still struggling.

But here’s the thing. Americans are always
tougher than tough times. And this crisis has
not changed our character. It hasn’t changed
what we believe in. It hasn’t changed that basic
notion that everybody should get a fair shot
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and everybody should do their fair share and
everybody should play by the same set of rules.

And so, even though over the last 3½ years,
our central focus has been how do we recover
from this crisis and get people back to work
and make sure that small businesses are doing
well again and that they’re getting financing—
despite all those things—our goal has not just
been to get back to where we were before the
crisis struck, but rather to build an economy
that lasts, to build an economy that says no
matter what you look like, no matter where you
come from, no matter what your last name is,
you can make it if you try here in America.

Everything I’ve done since I’ve been Presi-
dent has been focused on this central issue.
That’s the reason I’m running for a second
term as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. And you know what, part of
the reason I’m here today——

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Part of the reason that I’m
here today is, I want to remind everybody that
the challenges we face are solvable. The prob-
lem is not a lack of big ideas. It’s not a lack of
technical solutions to our policy issues. The
problem is, we’ve got a stalemate right now in
Washington——

Audience members. Yes!
The President. ——between two fundamen-

tally different ideas about how we move the
country forward.

This election is about more than just two
candidates or two political parties. It’s about
two different visions about how do we build a
strong economy. And the good news is you’re
the tiebreaker. The choice is up to you. [Ap-
plause] The choice is up to you.

Governor Romney and his allies in Con-
gress, they believe in an economic theory that
says, if folks at the very top are doing really
well, then that spreads to everybody else. It’s
what we call top-down economics.

So right now their main prescription for
growing the economy faster is an additional $5
trillion in tax cuts, most of which would go to

the wealthiest Americans, even if to pay for it
you’d have to gut education programs or turn
Medicare into a voucher program or eliminate
our investments in basic research and science.
That’s their vision about how you grow an
economy.

They’ve actually got a two-part vision. One is
tax cuts for the wealthy. And then, the second
is eliminate regulations that we’ve put in place
to make sure, for example, that Wall Street
doesn’t engage in the same reckless behavior
that got us into this mess in the first place.

Now, I’ve got to tell you, it would be one
thing if they had this theory and we hadn’t
tried it before. But the truth is, we tried it for
almost a decade, and it didn’t work. The track
record of their vision resulted in turning
surpluses into deficits. We ran two wars on a
credit card. Job growth was the most sluggish
it’d been in decades. The average wages and
income of working families actually went down
during this period, and it culminated in this
massive crisis.

So I don’t know about you, but in my life,
what I’ve found—sometimes, I do boneheaded
things, I make mistakes. What I find is when I
don’t—when I try something and it doesn’t
work, then I don’t try it again. Right? You don’t
go back to doing something that didn’t work.

Now, I’ve got a different idea. So, for exam-
ple, Governor Romney said he would extend
the tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans indef-
initely.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. He says that—until he puts a

tax plan in place. But his tax plan is not just to
keep all the Bush tax cuts. As I said, he wants
to put another $5 trillion—this is estimated
that it’s almost impossible for you to bring
down the deficit and deal with the debt with
that kind of tax plan. Nearly 40 percent of
these new taxes would go to the top 1 percent
of all households.

We have not found any serious economic
study that says Governor Romney’s economic
plan would actually create jobs—until today.
I’ve got to be honest. Today we found out
there’s a new study out by nonpartisan econo-
mists that says Governor Romney’s economic
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plan would, in fact, create 800,000 jobs.
There’s only one problem: The jobs wouldn’t
be in America. [Laughter] They would not be
in America. They’d be in other countries. By
eliminating taxes on corporations’ foreign in-
come, Governor Romney’s plan would actually
encourage companies to shift more of their op-
erations to foreign tax havens, creating 800,000
jobs in those other countries.

Now, this shouldn’t be a surprise, because
Governor Romney’s experience has been in-
vesting in what were called “pioneers” of the
business of outsourcing. Now he wants to give
more tax breaks to companies that are shipping
jobs overseas.

So I want everybody to understand, Ohio,
I’ve got a different theory. We don’t need a
President who plans to ship more jobs overseas
or wants to give more tax breaks to companies
that are shipping jobs overseas. I want to give
tax breaks to companies that are investing right
here in Ohio, that are investing in Cincinnati,
that are investing in Hamilton County. I want
to give incentives to companies that are invest-
ing in you, the American people, to create
American jobs, making American goods that
we’re selling around the world, stamped with
three proud words: Made in America. That’s
why I’m running for President of the United
States.

Now, the difference extends not just to the
difference in corporate taxes; it’s also individu-
al taxes. We don’t need a President who is go-
ing to give himself a big tax break. [Laughter]
We need a President who is going to cut your
taxes.

Now, 4 years ago, I promised to cut taxes for
the middle class, and I kept that promise.

Audience members. Yes, you did!
The President. The typical family’s tax bur-

den is $3,600 lower than it was when I came
into office. I want all the press to notice that.
Because sometimes, you’ll hear all these crazy
accusations: “Oh, Obama is raising taxes, bur-
dening”—no, here are the facts. Typical mid-
dle class family, your taxes have gone down
$3,600 since I’ve been in office.

A couple weeks ago, I called on Congress to
immediately extend these tax cuts to 98 per-

cent of the American people. Folks making
$250,000 a year or less would not see their tax-
es go up one single dime—their income taxes
go up one single dime. Now, I should point
out, by the way, that 97 percent of small busi-
nesses also would not see their taxes go up, be-
cause typically, they don’t earn more than
$250,000.

Now, if you’re fortunate enough to be the
other 2 percent—and I am—I didn’t—Mi-
chelle and I didn’t use to be, now we are.
We’ve been blessed. That’s great. What we’re
saying is for those folks, we can afford to pay a
little bit more in taxes by going back to the
rates that were paid under Bill Clinton. That
will help us reduce our deficit by about a tril-
lion dollars. And everybody says the deficit and
the debt are important, and I agree.

And I just want to point out, the last time we
did that, when Bill Clinton was President, we
had surpluses, not deficits; created 23 million
new jobs; and by the way, we created a lot of
millionaires and billionaires to boot. Because
when an economy is growing from the middle
out and from the bottom up, everybody does
well, including people at the very top. That’s
how you grow an economy.

When teachers and firefighters and police
officers and construction workers—when folks
who are putting in a hard day’s work—when
they do well, then everybody does well. That’s
how America has always succeeded. We be-
lieve in individual initiative and self-reliance.
But there’s some things we do together, and
growing an economy is one of them.

My grandfather, he went to college on the
GI bill. That generation helped to expand the
middle class, and everybody did better. When
we invested in the Hoover Dam or the Golden
Gate Bridge or the Internet, sending a man to
the Moon, all those things benefited every-
body. And so that’s the vision that I want to
carry forward.

That’s why when the auto industry was on
the brink of collapse and Governor Romney
said, let’s “let Detroit go bankrupt,” I said no.
One out of eight jobs in Ohio depend on the
auto industry; a million jobs across the Mid-
west are at stake. I’m going to bet on American
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workers and American ingenuity. And now
GM is back on top, and Chrysler and Ford are
on the move. And the American auto industry
has come roaring back.

So let me just close by saying this, and then
we can get to some questions. My vision says
we’re going to invest in education and we’re
going to hire new teachers, especially in math
and science, open up 2 million more slots for
folks to go to community colleges to get trained
in the jobs that businesses are hiring for right
now. We already helped to make sure that stu-
dents—student loan rates didn’t double, but
now we’ve got to work more to lower tuition
costs so young people aren’t burdened with
debt.

So we’re going to invest in education. We’re
going to invest in American energy. Yes, we
want to continue to expand our production of
oil and natural gas, but I also want to make
sure that we are the leaders in solar and wind
and biodiesel, the energy of the future that can
help reduce our dependence on foreign oil.

American manufacturing, change our Tax
Code, provide incentives for companies to in-
vest here, invest in basic research and science
so that we are at the cutting edge, because
whoever has got the best technology will ulti-
mately have the best economy. We’ve got to
make those investments.

Rebuilding our infrastructure—I know
you’ve got some bridges around here that need
repair. You’ve got some roads that need a re-
pair. Let’s put construction workers back to
work.

I ended the war in Iraq as I promised. We’re
winding down the war in Afghanistan. We’ve
decimated Al Qaida. Let’s now take half the
money we were spending on war and do some
nation-building right here at home.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. And finally, let’s reduce our
deficit, reduce our debt. Let’s do it in a respon-
sible way that allows us to continue to make
these investments we need to grow and make
sure that everybody is doing a little bit to help
not just themselves, but help the country.

So that’s my vision. And it contrasts with the
other side, and you are going to be the tie-
breaker. This is going to be your choice. That’s
how our democracy works. And some of you
noticed, there’s going to be a lot of paid adver-
tising and a lot of money. We’re seeing folks
write $10 million checks——

Audience members. That’s not us!
The President. ——to try to get me out of

office. So it’s not you, I know. [Laughter]
But even though my hair is a little grayer—

[laughter]—even though I’m a little older, let
me tell you, I still have as much confidence as I
ever had in the American people. Because one
of the great privileges of being President is you
get a chance to travel all across the country.
You meet people from every walk of life. And
wherever I go, what I’m always struck by is the
core decency and goodness and hard work and
responsibility and faith that the American peo-
ple have.

So I’ll always bet on the American people.
And I’m confident that if we work hard, we get
our message out, we have an honest debate
about what needs to happen in this country
and what future is best for our children and
our grandchildren, then we’re going to finish
what we started in 2008. And we’ll remind the
world why the United States is the greatest na-
tion on Earth.

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you.

All right. Okay. So everybody take a seat so I
can see who wants to ask a question. And there
are no—there are only a couple of rules here.
Rule number one is you’ve got to raise your
hand if you have a question. I’m going to call
girl, boy, girl, boy—[laughter]—just to make
sure that it’s fair. If you have a chance, stand
up and introduce yourself. And there are folks
in the audience with microphones, so wait until
we’ve got a microphone so everybody can hear
your question.

And my only other request, because I want
to try to get in as many questions as I can, at
least six or seven, so if people can keep their
questions short, I’ll try to keep my answers
short. [Laughter] But, now, if you ask me how
do you bring about world peace, that’s a big
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question. [Laughter] So try to keep the ques-
tion to one that we can be succinct about, all
right?

And I’m going to start with this young lady
right here in the, sort of, the pink, white
blouse. Yes, right there. All right, and wait till
the microphone comes up. Introduce yourself.

Q. Can you stand with me?
The President. Oh, is that the birthday boy?
Q. Yes.
The President. Okay, I didn’t—he’s getting a

lot of attention today. [Laughter] All right, go
ahead.

Civil Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender Persons

Q. Okay. My name is Anna, and my son is
openly gay. And he is grassroots, and he speaks
for a lot of the LGBT community. And we’d
like to know, since you are for the LGBT,
what’s your next steps? What are you going to
do for us?

The President. Well, look, let me say this.
First of all, I think what the American people
have seen and made such progress on is recog-
nizing the idea of equal rights, equal dignity,
equal respect for everybody. That applies to
everybody. That is a bedrock principle of
America.

And that’s—when I came into office, every-
thing from making sure that same-sex couples
could have visitation in hospitals just like ev-
erybody else; making sure that we ended
“don’t ask, don’t tell” because fighting for the
country you love should not depend on who
you love; being clear that DOMA is something
that we should repeal—across the board I’ve
tried to constantly align myself with what is
best in our tradition, and that is, you treat ev-
erybody fairly.

Americans are about fairness. And that
doesn’t mean that folks have to agree with ev-
erybody on everything. We don’t. But we want
to treat everybody fairly.

Now, I think it’s important to recognize,
though, that our gay and lesbian brothers and
sisters are still subject to discrimination. That’s
why we passed hate crime legislation, and
we’ve still got to fight for that. I think it is im-

portant for us to respect decisions that States
make with respect to expanding treatment of
same-sex couples and marriage. But also what I
want to say is that gay and lesbian families are
like everybody else; what they’re really also
worried about right now is making sure they
can pay the bills.

So my strong belief is that it is important for
us to focus on individual issues of fairness, but
also recognize that we all have common inter-
ests as well. Your son is 18; I’m assuming he’s
going to get some more education, and I’m as-
suming you guys are worrying right now about
making sure he doesn’t come out with a whole
bunch of debt, and how——

Q. Miami.
The President. Miami?
Q. Miami.
The President. Miami of Ohio?
Q. Yes.
The President. Outstanding. Congratula-

tions. We’ve got some folks from the alma ma-
ter here.

So we want to treat everybody fairly, and we
also want to make sure that the economy treats
everybody fairly. And I’m going to be fighting
for that as long as I’m President of the United
States.

All right. This gentleman right here. Does
anybody have a mike over there? Okay, right be-
hind—very good. I’m impressed. There you go.

Oil and Gas Production/Environmental Protec-
tion

Q. Mr. President, I’m Jim O’Reilly. Ten
years as an elected city official has shown me a
real change in what the Republican Party has
been doing to us. They’ve taken away our pow-
er to protect our natural resources—water and
air—from the strength of the oil and gas drill-
ers that are doing fracking here in Ohio. I sup-
port what Lisa Jackson and the EPA are doing.
Is there more the administration can do to pro-
tect us from the adverse effects of drilling for
natural gas? Thank you.

The President. Good. Well, this is a great
question, and it’s an important question. A
couple of things I just want everybody to know.
First of all, if you hear anybody say that some-
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how we are impeding the development of our
energy resources here in this Nation, I want
you to know these facts: oil production, higher
than it’s been in 8 years; natural gas produc-
tion, higher than it’s been probably in our life-
times; oil imports, actually lower than they’ve
been in 16 years. In fact, our oil imports are
less than 50 percent now for the first time in a
very long time. And so we’re moving in the
right direction in terms of energy indepen-
dence.

Now, part of that is this boom in natural gas.
And this is something we should welcome, be-
cause not only are we blessed with incredible
natural gas resources that are now accessible
because of new technologies, but natural gas
actually burns cleaner than some other fossil
fuels and is an ideal fuel—energy source that
we potentially can use for the next 100 years.
So I want to encourage natural gas production.
The key is to make sure that we do it safely and
in a way that is environmentally sound.

Now, you always hear these arguments that
somehow there’s this huge contradiction be-
tween the environment and economic develop-
ment or the environment and energy produc-
tion. And the fact of the matter is that there are
a lot of folks right now that are engaging in hy-
draulic fracking who are doing it safely. The
problem is, is that we haven’t established clear
guidelines for how to do it safely and informed
the public so that neighbors know what’s going
on, and your family, you can make sure that
any industry that’s operating in your area, that
they’re being responsible.

So what we’ve said is, look, we are going to
work with industry to establish best practices.
We are going to invest in the basic research
and science required to make sure this is done
safely and in a way that protects the public
health. And for responsible companies, they
should be able to operate, make a profit, and
we can all benefit and put people back to work.
But if you’re an irresponsible company that’s
not doing the right thing, we’re going to hold
you to account. And that’s how we should de-
velop this incredible resource, which, by the
way, if we do it properly, could end up chang-
ing the economics and politics globally of ener-

gy in a way that’s actually very good for us, be-
cause we’ll be less dependent on what happens
in the Middle East and our economy will be
less subject to the kinds of spikes that we saw
earlier in the spring in terms of gas prices.

Thank you for the question.
All right, it’s a woman’s turn. That young la-

dy in the white T-shirt right there. Hold on,
hold on, wait for the mike.

Q. My name is Delicia White, and I and my
husband, we’re small-business owners. And he
actually has a question that he needs to answer.
[Laughter]

The President. Well, wait. No, no, you can’t
do that now. [Laughter] I called on the young
lady, and that’s what’s called a bait and switch.
[Laughter] That is what’s called a bait and
switch. No, the rule is that I’m going to make
sure that women get equal time with men.
[Applause] Ah, see that?

Q. Well, we would like——
The President. Oh, no, no, no. [Laughter]
Q. Okay, his questions was, he is a small-

business owner, and he wanted to know what
can you do for the self-employed—for self-em-
ployed businesses with less than 10 employees
working with him.

The President. Okay, here’s what I’m going
to do. I’m going to let him go ahead and ask his
question. [Laughter] And then, I’m going to
call on two women in a row. Because this is—
we got cheated here. [Laughter]

Go ahead. Next time, you stand up. Don’t
send your wife out first. [Laughter]

Small-Business Promotion

Q. Okay, I’m Tony White, and hello, Mr.
President. 

The President. Good to see you, Tony. What
kind of business do you have?

Q. A barbershop and beauty salon.
The President. There you go.
Q. I’ve been in business for over 10 years

now.
The President. That’s great.
Q. And what I’m trying to find out is, what

will you be doing, or if there’s anything you’ll
be doing, for the self-employed and businesses
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under—with employees—with less than 10
employees.

The President. Absolutely. 
Q. And also, when can I cut your hair?

[Laughter]
The President. Well, first of all, let me an-

swer the second question first. You know that
you would not want a President who is disloyal
to his barber. [Laughter] Right? I mean, a man
and his barber, that’s a strong connection.
[Laughter]

Q. I know, I know.
The President. So I am not going to let you

cut my hair because my barber would be hurt.
[Laughter] 

Q. Just one time, just one time. [Laughter]
 The President. Maybe I’ll let you give me a

line, a little bit.
Q. Yes, yes, we can do that. [Laughter]
The President. All right, in terms of small

business, look, small businesses are the life-
blood of our economy. They account for most
of the new job growth. We’ve got obviously
great big businesses. In this area, Proctor
Gamble is an example of an outstanding large
business. But a lot of the job growth happens
with small businesses, who then become medi-
um-sized businesses and then maybe at some
point become large businesses.

So ever since I came into office, one of my
biggest priorities was how do we support small
businesses, which is why we’ve actually provid-
ed 18 different tax breaks just targeted at small
business since I’ve been in office. It’s the rea-
son why we have pushed the Small Business
Administration, especially when the recession
had just hit, to extend additional financing and
to waive fees for small business, because one of
the biggest challenges for small businesses is
getting credit lines.

Q. Yes, it is.
The President. And we’ve actually been

pushing the banks to say, look, taxpayers pulled
your backside out of the fire; it’s now impor-
tant for you to step up and make sure that
small businesses aren’t finding their credit re-
stricted, especially if they’ve been in business
for a while.

The other thing we’ve done is to say, what
are the critical needs of small business? A lot of
times, one of the biggest challenges is to make
sure that you, as a sole proprietor, that you can
get health insurance for you and your family.
So when you hear about the Affordable Care
Act—Obamacare—and I don’t mind the name
because I really do care. That’s why we passed
it. You should know that you, once we have ful-
ly implemented, you’re going to be able to buy
insurance through a pool so that you can get
the same good rates as a group that, if you’re
an employee at a big company, you can get
right now, which means your premiums will go
down.

We will also give you additional tax credits if
you are providing health insurance for your
employees; we’ll give you tax credits for that.
Right now one of the things we’re pushing
Congress to do is to give you a tax credit if you
hire additional workers or you give folks who
are a working for you a raise. We want to give
you incentive to do that.

But this is an example of where there’s a
contrast between myself and my opponent. As
I said before, his basic tax plan is to give folks
at the top a tax break. Now, we can have that
debate, but what I’ve said is, in the meantime,
let’s give 98 percent of individuals and 97 per-
cent of small businesses some certainty right
now by going ahead and passing a law that says
your taxes won’t go up. Because if Congress
doesn’t act, by the way, by January 1, every-
body’s taxes here are going to go up, by an av-
erage of about $1,600—if Congress doesn’t do
anything. And so what I’ve said is, if you really
want to help small business right now, give 97
percent of them the certainty that their costs
will not go up. And then, we can have a debate
about the other 2, 3 percent.

Now, one last point I’m going to make on
this small business and taxes argument: You’ll
hear Republicans say, you know what, if you
tax, let’s say, somebody with a million dollars of
income, you’re going to be crushing the small-
business jobs creators. Now, first of all, I’ve
just explained 97 percent of small businesses
make less than 250 a year. But setting aside
that, the way they describe small businesses,
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half of the Fortune 400 richest Americans in
the country would qualify as a “small business.”
Hedge fund managers would qualify as small
business, even if they were pulling in a billion
dollars a year. And my—this is an example of
what I mean when I say we just want every-
body to be treated fairly.

Audience members. Right!
The President. Michelle and I were talking

the other day, and Michelle’s dad worked as a
blue-collar worker. He was at the water filtra-
tion plant in Chicago, worked there all his
life—all his adult life. And he had MS, so by
the time I met him, he could barely walk. But
he never missed a day of work. He had to use
two canes. He had to wake up an hour earlier
than everybody else just to get dressed. But he
never missed a day of work. And he took pride
in being at the job, even if he didn’t feel well.
And he used to tease folks who were lazy; he’d
say, these people are so lazy they won’t even go
to work to pick up their paycheck. [Laughter]
They want it mailed to them.

And Michelle’s mom, she stayed at home
when the kids were young, and then, she went
to work as a secretary. And she worked as a
secretary most of her adult life.

So the point is, they didn’t have a lot. But
Michelle and I were talking about how they
didn’t envy people who had a lot more. There
was no sense that somehow our lives are less
because we’re not millionaires, we’re not mak-
ing huge amounts of money. God bless folks
who are doing successful—who are successful
and doing well. The only thing that Michelle’s
parents, my mom, my grandparents, the only
thing they didn’t like is when you felt like folks
at the top were taking advantage of their posi-
tion and not following the same rules as every-
body else and keeping other folks down.

And we don’t want an economy in which
some are being treated differently than others.
That’s all. And that’s especially true when it
comes for our small-business folks. I want
them to have some of the same advantages, be-
cause you probably can’t afford the same num-
ber of lawyers and accountants and all that
stuff that are working all these loopholes. And

I want to make sure that you’re getting the
same good deal as everybody else.

All right? Okay.
I’m going to call on this young lady right

here. She seems like she has an urgent ques-
tion. Hold on, wait for your mike. Wait for your
microphone. We’re getting the next generation
involved in this. Right here, right there. Yes.

Girl Scout Cookies

Q. What’s your favorite Girl Scout cookie?
The President. Oh, oh. I’ve got to say this is

one of the toughest questions. [Laughter]
What’s your name?

Q. Julie.
The President. And you’re a member of a

Girl Scout troop? Are you? 
Q. Yes.
The President. How long have you been a

Girl Scout?
Q. I think for only—I think only this year.
The President. This year? Have you—
Q. Two years.
The President. Two years. Have you been

having fun?
Q. Yes.
The President. Yes? You know, I’ve got to

say that I’m pretty partial to those mint——
Audience members. Thin Mints. Yes! Thin

Mints. [Applause]
Audience member. Boo!
The President. I’m just saying—that’s just

me. I didn’t mean to create controversy here.
There was someone—[laughter]—did you
hear there was somebody booing. What do
you—how do you—what’s was your choice?
Who was booing up there? [Laughter] You had
a different opinion. What are you, oatmeal
or——

Audience members. Peanut butter.
The President. Okay. Peanut butter is quite

good too, but I’m going with the mint. I’m go-
ing with the mint. 

All right? Thank you for the question. Thank
you.

All right. Remember I said I was going to go
two ladies right now. So here, right here. Right
here. Here we go. Go ahead. Whoops, don’t
fall, now. Go ahead.
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Q. My name is Susan. Welcome to Cincin-
nati.

The President. Thank you.

2012 Presidential Election

Q. Given how divided the country is, if
elected, how do you plan to try to unite every-
one?

The President. Well, I’ll be honest, some-
times people ask me what’s my disappointment
since I’ve come into office. And obviously,
we’re always trying to grow the economy fast-
er, put people back to work faster. But one of
the disappointments I’ve had is that we have
not changed the tone in Washington the way I
wanted to.

Now, part of this just has to do with the fact
that the other side had a basic economic—or a
basic political theory after I got elected—and
this is not my opinion. I mean, this has been
said by the leader of the Senate minority in
Washington. And the basic theory was, you
know what, we kind of screwed things up;
Obama is really popular right now; if we coop-
erate with him, then he’ll get credit, so we’re
better off just saying no. And if we do that,
then over time, folks will forget the mess he in-
herited and we can go after him, and hopefully,
that will help our politics. Again, this is not my
theory. This is explicitly their strategy.

What’s true is also we’ve got, as I said, two
different visions about how to move the coun-
try forward. But my hope is that this election
allows us to, once and for all, resolve some of
the bigger questions about how we move the
country forward, because right now we’ve got
as stark a choice as you could imagine. I be-
lieve in investing in education and transporta-
tion and science and research and bringing
down our deficits in a balanced way, and
changing our Tax Code to make sure that com-
panies that are investing here are doing better.

Mr. Romney has the opposite view on al-
most all those positions. On things like “don’t
ask, don’t tell,” Mr. Romney wants to reverse
my position. On issues like immigration, I be-
lieve in comprehensive immigration reform; he
does not. On issues related to women, I believe
that Planned Parenthood does a lot of good,

and that women’s health—women should be
able to control their own health care decisions.
He does not.

On Iraq, he said me ending the war was
“tragic.” I said I think it was the right thing to
do. On Afghanistan, I imposed a deadline, a
timetable for when we’re going to bring our
troops home. He wants to extend their stay in-
definitely. So on all these issues, we’ve got just
profound differences.

Now, you guys ultimately are the arbiters of
this disagreement. And in this election, if the
American people decide you know what, we
want to try what Mr. Romney is offering——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, I mean, that’s the great

thing about democracy, is people can vote and
make up their minds. And so if that’s the case,
then you can count on Mr. Romney imple-
menting the plan that he and the Republicans
in Congress have put forward. So $5 trillion in
tax cuts, massive cuts in a lot of the programs
that are so important, from my perspective, to
growing the economy, those will be eliminated.
Medicare will be voucherized. They will imple-
ment what they say they’re going to imple-
ment.

But if I’m elected, not only do I think that
we’ll be able to continue the progress that
we’ve made over the last 3½
think that a lot of Republicans, since this will
be my last election, they will not be as interest-
ed in just beating me and maybe they’ll be
more interested in moving the country for-
ward. That’s my hope.

And I have to say, the truth is on most of
these issues, there shouldn’t be so much parti-
san rancor, because most of the positions I’ve
taken are positions that used to be supported
by Republicans.

And if you want just one good example:
health care. The bill I passed is in all respects
similar to what Mr. Romney passed in Massa-
chusetts. It’s working really well there. He
should be proud of it instead of running away
from it. And the original idea of using the pri-
vate sector to make sure that everybody had
health care, that originated as a Republican

 years, I actually
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idea. And I said, fine, I’m willing to work with
your ideas to make progress.

So I actually think that there are a number
of Republican Members of Congress who right
now feel as if they’ve got to toe the party line.
But if the objective is no longer just beating
me, my hope is that they’ll be more open to
finding commonsense solutions to the prob-
lems that our country faces. And I know that is
absolutely a goal of mine, because in the end,
we are not Democrats or Republicans first, we
are Americans first. That’s what I believe.

All right. I’ve got time for two more ques-
tions. This gentleman in the blue shirt right
there. All right, I’ll end over here. Come on.
[Laughter] Go ahead.

Education

Q. Mr. President, my name is Jeff Whitesell,
and I have been teaching for 21 years.

The President. Congratulations.
Q. Thank you. I teach at a vocational school,

career tech school. And my question to you is,
we’ve been talking about jobs, we’ve been talk-
ing about kids, we’re talking about—I know
you want every kid to go to college, but not ev-
ery kid is going to go to college. We need peo-
ple to work. We need people to be plumbers
and build bridges and those kind of things. And
what I want to—[applause]—I believe it, I re-
ally do.

We do miracles at our school. We take kids
who have had really rough lives and we make
them productive. But the problem is, is that
they are not getting enough chances to get to
go to work right away. We have advisory
boards, but these advisory boards are free, and
they’re—these people are not getting paid.
What we need—and I was hoping that you
could tell us if this is something in your agen-
da—can we have people come in, give tax
breaks to these companies to come and help
schools to teach the schools what they really
need for these kids? And that’s what I—that’s
what we’re looking for.

The President. Well, first of all, thank you
for teaching. Most important job there is. We
appreciate that. Second of all, I want to be very
clear. When I say everybody needs a higher ed-

ucation, I don’t mean everybody has got to take
a 4-year college education. The point is that,
these days, if you want to be a plumber, if you
want to be an electrician, you want to be work-
ing in a factory, you are generally going to need
a little bit more training than high school pro-
vides, which is why our community college sys-
tem is so important.

But you are absolutely right that one of the, I
believe, mistakes we made 20, 30 years ago was
to start deemphasizing vocational education,
because not everybody wants to sit in a class-
room with a book. A lot of folks want to do
stuff. And right now we’ve got shortages of folks
in fields that need technical training, but don’t
necessarily require a 4-year college degree.

And so part of what I’m talking to Secretary
of Education Arne Duncan about is how do we
work with high schools so that young people
who’ve got an aptitude—whether it’s in graph-
ic design or in electronics or you name it—that
they can start getting on a pathway so that they
are being trained for the jobs that actually exist
now, they’re being matched up with companies
that are hiring now. They maybe start appren-
ticing junior, senior year in high school; maybe
it extends to another year or two in community
college. And by the time they’re 21, 22, 23,
they are expert in fields where we know there
is hiring taking place right now.

So it’s very important. We’re going to be
working with States, local governments, school
districts, and community colleges to try to figure
out how we can expand what is already a proven
idea in a lot of places around the country.

And so, you and I, we’re right there. We’re
thinking the same way. And I’m looking for-
ward to seeing if we can make progress on this.

All right, last question. I promised—no, I’m
going to call on this young lady right here. All
right? This is the last question, and we’ve got to
get a mike to her. But it’s nice to see you,
young man. [Laughter] That’s a good-looking
young man, isn’t he? He’s a handsome young
guy. [Laughter] All right, go ahead.

Unemployment Rate/Job Creation

Q. Hi. My father, he’s an unemployed con-
struction worker, and he’s on unemployment.
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So as your job as President, will he have a job
before his unemployment runs out?

The President. Well, no, this is an important
question. What’s your name?

Q. Taylor.
The President. Taylor. How old are you,

Taylor?
Q. I will be 15 in 2 months.
The President. Well, so nice to meet you,

and I’m glad you’re thinking about your dad,
because I know he wants to work.

Audience member. That’s my granddaugh-
ter.

The President. My hope is, is that we can put
him to work.

Housing took the biggest hit in our economy
because you had this big housing bubble that
collapsed, so the construction industry, the in-
dustry where your dad works, was the hardest
hit of any industry. And it’s the one that’s been
the slowest to come back, which is why, since
September of last year, I have urged Congress
to expand our efforts to rebuild roads, bridges,
schools, laying broadband lines going into rural
communities, making sure that all these folks,
like your father, who want to work—these ar-
en’t folks who are looking for a handout, they
want to be on the job—so that they have an op-
portunity to do work that we’re going to have
to do anyway.

And this is important. How many folks here
have a house and you know that you’ve got a
leaky roof? Do you—you can put off patching
up that leaky roof, but sooner or later, you’re
going to have to patch it up. Sooner or later.
And if you don’t, what happens?

Audience member. Falls in.
The President. It falls in. And then what

happens? It’s more expensive. Same is true if
you got a busted boiler. So we all have what’s
called deferred maintenance. We can’t always
do it right away, but a lot of times, if we have
an opportunity to do it, we should go ahead
and do it, especially if it’s cheap.

It is cheaper now to do it than it will be lat-
er. Interest rates are low. Construction work-
ers are out of work. Contractors are begging
for work. They’ll come in on time, under bud-
get. And so we could knock out a whole bunch

of work that needs to get done for this country
anyway and put people back to work, which
would grow the economy right now.

Now, so far, I have not gotten a positive re-
sponse from Members of Congress on the oth-
er side of the aisle. They did just pass—and
this was a sign of some modest cooperation, so
it makes me feel a little bit encouraged—they
did just pass a transportation bill that at least
wouldn’t lay off more construction workers.

But the first thing I want to do was put your
dad back on the job rebuilding America. Now,
if your father still doesn’t get a job, though,
part of what I’m also looking for is making sure
that unemployment insurance is there for folks
who want to work, but are having trouble find-
ing work.

And I want folks to be clear: Unemployment
insurance, unemployment benefits, they’re
paid for. Your employer paid for them. Direct-
ly and indirectly, you paid for them. The idea is
to have that safety net because everybody once
in a while can have some bad luck.

Now, we tried to extend unemployment in-
surance beyond normal right after the reces-
sion hit. We were able to extend it again in
2010. It’s been harder now to get Congress to
extend it further. And I don’t know exactly
what category your father falls in, but my bot-
tom line is, my general view is that as long as
the economy is weak and somebody is willing
and able to work, and looking for work active-
ly—which is what’s required if you want to get
unemployment insurance—then we should be
there for them to make sure that they can pay
the rent and look after their families.

And so we’ll continue to negotiate with Con-
gress to make sure that unemployment is
there. But the most important thing I want to
do is make sure your dad can get a job. All
right?

Let me just say, everybody, I am going to be
back in Cincinnati. I’m going to be back in
Ohio. I want to thank you for your attention.
And I want to explicitly ask you for your sup-
port.

This is going to be a close election. This is
going to be a close election, and it is going to
be an important debate. And I want everybody
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to understand that what I’ve tried to do over
the last 3½ years is to keep my promises. So I
promised I’d end the war in Iraq; I ended it. I
promised that we would keep taxes low for
middle class families; I did that.

But the most important promise I made—
some of you remember me saying this in
2008—I said, you know I’m not a perfect man.
I said, I wasn’t going to be a perfect President;
no President is. But what I promised you was
that I would always tell you what I thought, I’d
always tell you what I believed, and I would
wake up every single day fighting as hard as I
knew how for you. And you know what, I have
kept that promise.

Because when I look around this room, if I
see an elderly couple I think about my grand-
parents and everything they did for me. And
when I see this young lady asking about her
dad, I think about my daughters. I see myself
in you. And my most important job is fighting

for you and that basic American idea that if you
work hard in this country, you can succeed,
you can get ahead.

And I’m going to do everything I can, as
long as I have the honor of being President, to
fight for you and working families and middle
class families all across this country. So I hope
you’ll stand with me. I hope you’ll work with
me. Let’s finish what we started and remind
the world why the United States is the great
nation that it is.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. at Music
Hall. In his remarks, he referred to musician Al
Green; Republican Presidential candidate for-
mer Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts;
and Sen. A. Mitchell McConnell. He also re-
ferred to his mother-in-law Marian Robinson
and brother-in-law Craig M. Robinson.

Statement on Senate Action on Campaign Finance Legislation
July 16, 2012

Two years ago, the Supreme Court ruled in
Citizens United that big corporations are al-
lowed to spend unlimited amounts of money to
influence American elections. They can buy
millions of dollars’ worth of TV ads with no ob-
ligation to reveal who’s actually paying for
them.

The consequences of this decision are pre-
dictable. If we allow this practice to continue,
special interests will have unprecedented influ-
ence over politicians. It’s wrong, it’s corrosive
to our democracy, and it’s a threat to our fu-
ture.

Today Republicans in the Senate had the
chance to change it. They had the opportunity
to support a bill that would prevent the worst
effects of the Citizens United decision and re-

quire groups or special interests who are trying
to influence elections to reveal their donors so
the public will know who’s funding their politi-
cal ads. This bill should have received broad,
bipartisan support.

Unfortunately, Republicans chose to block
it. Instead of standing up for the American
people, Republicans stood with big banks and
oil companies, special interests that certainly
don’t need more clout in Washington.

I will continue to do everything I can to re-
pair the deficit of trust between Washington
and the American people. I’m disappointed
Republicans in Congress failed to take action
and hold corporations and special interests ac-
countable to the American people.
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