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July 13 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:48 p.m. at
Phoebus High School. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng, mother-in-
law Marian Robinson, and brother-in-law Craig

M. Robinson; Republican Presidential candidate
former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts;
and Warren E. Buffett, chief executive officer
and chairman, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban Liberty
and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

July 13, 2012
Dear

Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the Cu-
ban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIB-
ERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-114)
(the “Act”), T hereby determine and report to
the Congress that suspension, for 6 months be-
yond August 1, 2012, of the right to bring an
action under title III of the Act is necessary to
the national interests of the United States and
\l;vﬂl expedite a transition to democracy in Cu-

a.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Daniel K.
Inouye, chairman, and W. Thad Cochran, vice
chairman, Senate Committee on Appropria-
tions; John F. Kerry, chairman, and Richard
G. Lugar, ranking member, Senate Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations; Harold D. Rogers,
chairman, and Norman D. Dicks, ranking
member, House Committee on Appropria-
tions; and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, chairman, and
Howard L. Berman, ranking member, House
Committee on Foreign Affairs. An original
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this letter.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Roanoke, Virginia

July 13, 2012

The President. Hello, Roanoke! It is good to
be back in Roanoke. Good to be back in Vir-
ginia. Back in the Star City.

There are a couple of people I want to ac-
knowledge. First of all, you've got one of the
finest Senators and public servants in the coun-
try in Mark Warner. Give it up for Mark War-
ner. Now, Mark was a great Governor for the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and now he’s a
great Senator. I just want to point out we've
got another great Governor of the Common-
wealth of Virginia who is going to be a great
Senator in Tim Kaine. We are thrilled to have
them both with us today.

I want to thank Mayor David Bowers, who's
here; City Manager Christopher Morrill; Fire
Chief David Hoback. And we've got former
majority leader of the House of Delegates,
Dick Cranwell is here.

And all of you are here. Couldn’t ask for a
nicer setting. It is beautiful flying into Roanoke.

1000

Now, let me just say, unless you have man-
aged to break your television set—[laughter]—
you're probably aware that it is campaign sea-
son. And I know it’s not always pretty to watch.
We're seeing more money flooding into the
system than ever before, more negative ads,
more cynicism. A lot of the reporting is just
about who’s up and who’s down in the polls in-
stead of talking about the things that matter in
your day-to-day life.

So I know all this kind of makes it tempting
to just turn off the TV set and turn away from
politics. And there are some people who are
betting that you lose interest.

Audience members. No!

The President. But the fact that you are here
tells me that you're still ready to work to make
this a better country. You're still betting on
hope, and you're still betting on change, and I
am still betting on you.
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