all over America, while removing the uncer-
tainty hanging over the jobs of thousands of
hard-working FAA employees. This impasse
was an unnecessary strain on local economies

The President’'s Weekly Address
August 6, 2011

This week, Congress reached an agreement
that’s going to allow us to make some progress
in reducing our Nation’s budget deficit. And
through this compromise, both parties are go-
ing to have to work together on a larger plan to
get our Nation’s finances in order. That’s im-
portant. We've got to make sure that Washing-
ton lives within its means, just like families do.
In the long term, the health of our economy
depends on it.

But in the short term, our urgent mission
has to be getting this economy growing faster
and creating more jobs. That's what’s on peo-
ple’s minds; that’s what matters to families in
this country. And the fact is, this has been a tu-
multuous year for the economy. We've weath-
ered the Arab Spring’s effect on oil and gas
prices, the Japanese earthquake and tsunami’s
effect on supply chains, the economic situation
in Europe. And in Washington, there was a
contentious debate over our Nation’s budget
that nearly dragged our country into financial
crisis.

So our job right now has to be doing whatev-
er we can to help folks find work, to help cre-
ate the climate where a business can put up
that job listing, where incomes are rising again
for people. We've got to rebuild this economy
and the sense of security that middle class fam-
ilies have felt slipping away for years. And
while deficit reduction has to be part of our
economic strategy, it's not the only thing we
have to do.

We need Democrats and Republicans to
work together to help grow this economy.
We've got to put politics aside to get some
things done. That’s what the American people
expect of us. And there are a number of steps
that Congress can take right away when they
return in September.
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across the country at a time when we can’t al-
low politics to get in the way of our economic
recovery. So I'm glad that this stalemate has fi-
nally been resolved.

We need to extend tax cuts for working and
middle class families so you have more money
in your paychecks next year. That would help
millions of people to make ends meet. And that
extra money for expenses means businesses
will have more customers and will be in a bet-
ter position to hire.

Yesterday I proposed a new tax credit for
companies that hire veterans who are looking
for work after serving their country. We've got
a lot of honorable and skilled people returning
from Iraq and Afghanistan and companies that
could benefit from their abilities. Let’s put
them together.

We need to make sure that millions of work-
ers who are still pounding the pavement look-
ing for jobs are not denied unemployment
benefits to carry them through hard times.

We’ve got to cut redtape that stops too many
inventors and entrepreneurs from quickly
turning new ideas into thriving businesses,
which holds back our whole economy.

It's time Congress finally passed a set of
trade deals that would help displaced workers
looking for new jobs and that would allow our
businesses to sell more products in countries in
Asia and South America, products stamped
with three words: Made in America.

And we ought to give more opportunities to
all those construction workers who lost their
jobs when the housing boom went bust. We
could put them to work right now, by giving
loans to companies that want to repair our
roads and bridges and airports, helping to re-
build America.

Those are a few commonsense steps that
would help the economy. And these are ideas
that have been supported by both Democrats
and Republicans in the past. So I'm going to
keep calling on both parties in Congress to put
aside their differences and send these bills to
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my desk so I can sign them right away. After
all, both parties share power. Both parties
share responsibility for our progress. Moving
our economy and our country forward is not a
Democratic or a Republican responsibility, it is
our responsibility as Americans.

That’s the spirit we need in Washington
right now. That’s how we’ll get this economy
growing faster and reach a brighter day.

Thanks for listening, and have a great weekend.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 12 p.m. on August 5 in the Diplomatic
Reception Room at the White House for
broadcast on August 6. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on August 5, but was embargoed for re-
lease until 6 a.m. on August 6.

Statement on United States Military Casualties in Afghanistan

August 6, 2011

My thoughts and prayers go out to the fami-
lies and loved ones of the Americans who were
lost earlier today in Afghanistan. Their deaths
are a reminder of the extraordinary sacrifices
made by the men and women of our military
and their families, including all who have
served in Afghanistan. We will draw inspiration
from their lives and continue the work of se-

Statement on the 13th Anniversary
Embassies in Africa
August 7, 2011

Today marks the 13th anniversary of Al Qai-
da’s terrorist attacks against the U.S. Embas-
sies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania. The United States joins with the
people and Government of Kenya, where 218
people lost their lives and over 5,000 were in-
jured, and Tanzania, where the attack killed 11
people and wounded at least 85 others, to re-
member and reflect on those who were injured
and the families and loved ones of those who
lost their lives.

These attacks in East Africa stand as testa-
ment to Al Qaida’s commitment to use un-
speakable violence to kill innocent men,
women, and children, regardless of their reli-
gion, race, or nationality. The death of Harun
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curing our country and standing up for the val-
ues that they embodied. We also mourn the
Afghans who died alongside our troops in pur-
suit of a more peaceful and hopeful future for
their country. At this difficult hour, all Ameri-
cans are united in support of our men and
women in uniform, who serve so that we can
live in freedom and security.

of the Terrorist Attacks Against U.S.

Fazul, the architect of these terrible acts, on
June 11, 2011, was an important blow to Al Qa-
ida and its ability to threaten so many inno-
cents around the region. Today the remem-
brance of these tragic attacks spurs us to con-
tinue to work closely with our allies in East Af-
rica and around the world to bring terrorists to
justice and to redouble our efforts to prevent
these attacks in the future. We join with our
friends and allies in advancing peace and secu-
rity for Americans, Kenyans, Tanzanians, and
all people in building a world that is worthy of
the legacy of the victims of these bombings.
And as we extend our hearts and prayers to the
families of those killed, we pledge that they
will not be forgotten.
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