
July 25 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2011

904

found common ground before. And I believe
that enough members of both parties will ulti-
mately put politics aside and help us make
progress.

Now, I realize that a lot of the new Mem-
bers of Congress and I don’t see eye to eye on
many issues. But we were each elected by
some of the same Americans for some of the
same reasons. Yes, many want Government to
start living within its means. And many are fed
up with a system in which the deck seems
stacked against middle class Americans in favor
of the wealthiest few.

But do you know what people are fed up
with most of all? They’re fed up with a town
where compromise has become a dirty word.
They work all day long, many of them scrap-
ing by, just to put food on the table. And
when these Americans come home at night,
bone tired, and turn on the news, all they see
is the same partisan three-ring circus here in
Washington. They see leaders who can’t seem
to come together and do what it takes to make
life just a little bit better for ordinary Ameri-
cans. They’re offended by that. And they
should be.

The American people may have voted for di-
vided Government, but they didn’t vote for a
dysfunctional Government. So I’m asking you
all to make your voice heard. If you want a bal-
anced approach to reducing the deficit, let
your Member of Congress know. If you believe
we can solve this problem through compro-
mise, send that message.

America, after all, has always been a grand
experiment in compromise. As a democracy

made up of every race and religion, where every
belief and point of view is welcomed, we have
put to the test time and again the proposition at
the heart of our founding: that out of many, we
are one. We’ve engaged in fierce and passionate
debates about the issues of the day, but from
slavery to war, from civil liberties to questions of
economic justice, we have tried to live by the
words that Jefferson once wrote: “Every man
cannot have his way in all things. . . . Without
this mutual disposition, we are disjointed indi-
viduals, but not a society.”

History is scattered with the stories of those
who held fast to rigid ideologies and refused to
listen to those who disagreed. But those are
not the Americans we remember. We remem-
ber the Americans who put country above self
and set personal grievances aside for the great-
er good. We remember the Americans who
held this country together during its most diffi-
cult hours, who put aside pride and party to
form a more perfect Union.

That’s who we remember. That’s who we
need to be right now. The entire world is
watching. So let’s seize this moment to show
why the United States of America is still the
greatest nation on Earth, not just because we
can still keep our word and meet our obliga-
tions, but because we can still come together as
one Nation.

Thank you, God bless you, and may God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:01 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on the Death of Richard E. Chavez
July 27, 2011

Michelle and I were saddened to learn of
the passing of Richard Estrada Chavez yester-
day. Richard spent his life in the service of oth-
ers alongside his brother Cesar and his wife
Dolores Huerta, cofounders of the United
Farm Workers. It was Richard who designed
the UFW’s iconic eagle, a symbol of hope that
has helped carry the struggle for the rights of
farm workers forward for almost five decades.

Throughout his years of service, Richard
fought for basic labor rights, but also worked to
improve the quality of life for countless farm
workers. And beyond his work, Richard was a
family man. I was honored to have Richard vis-
it the Oval Office last year on Cesar Chavez
Day with other family members, and will never
forget the stories they shared. Richard under-
stood that the struggle for a more perfect
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Union and a better life for all America’s work-
ers didn’t end with any particular victory or de-
feat, but instead required a commitment to
getting up every single day to keep at it.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Richard’s
family and loved ones. We take comfort in
knowing that the work he was passionate about
will be continued by all he helped to inspire.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Actions of Certain Persons to Undermine the Sovereignty of Leb-
anon or Its Democratic Processes and Institutions
July 28, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the national emergency de-
clared with respect to the actions of certain per-
sons to undermine the sovereignty of Lebanon
or its democratic processes and institutions is to
continue in effect beyond August 1, 2011.

Certain ongoing activities, such as continu-
ing arms transfers to Hizballah that include
increasingly sophisticated weapons systems,

serve to undermine Lebanese sovereignty,
contribute to political and economic instabili-
ty in the region, and continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security and foreign policy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared on August 1, 2007, to
deal with that threat and the related measures
adopted on that date to respond to the emer-
gency.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 28, 2011.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks on the Federal Budget
July 29, 2011

I want to speak about the ongoing and in-
creasingly urgent efforts to avoid default and
reduce our deficit.

Right now the House of Representatives is
still trying to pass a bill that a majority of Re-
publicans and Democrats in the Senate have
already said they won’t vote for. It’s a plan that
would force us to relive this crisis in just a few
short months, holding our economy captive to
Washington politics once again. In other
words, it does not solve the problem, and it has
no chance of becoming law.

What’s clear now is that any solution to
avoid default must be bipartisan. It must have

the support of both parties that were sent here
to represent the American people, not just one
faction. It will have to have the support of both
the House and the Senate. And there are mul-
tiple ways to resolve this problem. Senator
Reid, a Democrat, has introduced a plan in the
Senate that contains cuts agreed upon by both
parties. Senator McConnell, a Republican, of-
fered a solution that could get us through this.
There are plenty of modifications we can make
to either of these plans in order to get them
passed through both the House and the Senate
and would allow me to sign them into law. And
today I urge Democrats and Republicans in
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