July 19 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2011

National Debt and Deficit

Q. When will you announce whether you
will be supporting the Gang of Six plan? Would
that be in the next day?

The President. Well, as I said, I think what
you're going to be seeing is an evaluation of
that plan versus the things that we’ve been
looking at. I think what you're going to see is
some significant overlap. But obviously, just
because we might agree in principle with a
range of issues with six Senators or seven
Senators, that doesn’t get us out of the House
of Representatives; that doesn’t get us out of

the Senate. There’s going to have to be a
broader agreement on the part of all the lead-
ership that we're going to get this done in a
serious way, and we’ve got a tight deadline to
do it.

All right? Thanks, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:32 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
Sens. Saxby C. Chambliss, Thomas A. Coburn,
G. Kent Conrad, Michael D. Crapo, Richard J.
Durbin, and Mark R. Warner.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor

July 20, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent the en-
closed notice to the Federal Register for publi-
cation stating that the national emergency and
related measures dealing with the former re-
gime of Charles Taylor are to continue in ef-
fect beyond July 22, 2011.

The actions and policies of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor and other persons, in
particular their unlawful depletion of Liberian
resources and their removal from Liberia and

secreting of Liberian funds and property, con-
tinue to undermine Liberia’s transition to de-
mocracy and the orderly development of its
political, administrative, and economic institu-
tions and resources. These actions and policies
continue to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue the national emer-
gency with respect to the former Liberian re-
gime of Charles Taylor.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 20, 2011.

NoOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in

College Park, Maryland
]uly 22,2011

The President. Hello, Maryland! Hello!
Nice to see you. Thank you so much. Every-

body, please have a seat. I see some smart
folks up there wore shorts. [Laughter] My
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team said I should not wear shorts. [Laugh-
ter] My legs aren’t good enough to wear
shorts.

Audience member. Yes, they are! [Laughter]
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