
July 15 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2011

866

through all the numbers this week and we
looked at all the options, that there may be
some movement, some possibility, some inter-
est to still get something more than the bare
minimum done.

But we’re running out of time. That’s the
main concern that I have at this point. We have
enough time to do a big deal. I’ve got reams of
paper and printouts and spreadsheets on my
desk, and so we know how we can create a pack-
age that solves the deficits and debt for a signifi-
cant period of time. But in order to do that, we
got to get started now. And that’s why I’m ex-
pecting some answers from all the congressional
leaders sometime in the next couple of days.

And I have to say this is tough on the Demo-
cratic side too. Some of the things that I’ve
talked about and said I would be willing to see
happen, there are some Democrats who think
that’s absolutely unacceptable. And so that’s
where I’d have a selling job, Chuck, is trying to
sell some of our party that if you are a progres-
sive, you should be concerned about debt and
deficit just as much as if you’re a conservative.
And the reason is because if the only thing
we’re talking about over the next year, 2 years,
5 years, is debt and deficits, then it’s very hard

to start talking about how do we make invest-
ments in community colleges so that our kids
are trained, how do we actually rebuild $2 tril-
lion worth of crumbling infrastructure.

If you care about making investments in our
kids and making investments in our infrastructure
and making investments in basic research, then
you should want our fiscal house in order, so that
every time we propose a new initiative somebody
doesn’t just throw up their hands and say, “Ah,
more big spending, more Government.”

It would be very helpful for us to be able to
say to the American people, our fiscal house is
in order. And so now the question is: What
should we be doing to win the future and make
ourselves more competitive and create more
jobs, and what aspects of what Government is
doing are a waste and we should eliminate. And
that’s the kind of debate that I’d like to have.

All right? Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 10:58 a.m. in the James S. Brady Press Brief-
ing Room at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to Erskine B. Bowles
and Alan K. Simpson, Cochairs, National Com-
mission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform.

Statement on Representative Dale E. Kildee’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
July 15, 2011

For more than 30 years, Dale Kildee has nev-
er forgotten the people he represents or what
drives his work in the United States Congress.
As a teacher, State legislator, and Congressman,
Dale made fighting for the families he repre-

sents his top priority and worked to improve ed-
ucation in Michigan and across the Nation. We
will miss Dale’s voice in Congress. Michelle and
I wish him well and join the people of Michigan
in thanking him for his many years of service.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban Liberty
and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
July 15, 2011

Dear __________:

Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the Cu-
ban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIB-
ERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–114)
(the “Act”), I hereby determine and report to
the Congress that suspension, for 6 months be-

yond August 1, 2011, of the right to bring an ac-
tion under title III of the Act is necessary to the
national interests of the United States and will
expedite a transition to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA
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